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PREFACE 


Is my last liooL on tlic HimftJnyft 1 oxprwsed a bopo 
»;hat one day I ationki ba able to t*avd in Ktib. 
Laboul, and 3pUL 

Sinoe tben my luck baa bo far favoueed me that I 
was able to iqjetid a leave of mow than ail montha in 
two of these attractive diatiicts, and able to oojoy 
aUnoet the most deJiglttfnl lime that I have ever b 


in the Himalaya. 

Those diatricte, I venture to sny. will never be over¬ 
run or beoonie Unolmoyed, ov«. to the extent thnt 
parla of Kaahmii are. 

The moontainoaring ancoem of the ci|iodition 
almost entirely duo to our Mcelfent guide, Heinneh 

^ wTcovmod a very large «tent of couut^n and 

epeothutaahort time in naoh valley, and if it no 

been for his cacepiiouai qimlitiea as a path-fuul^ «ver 
and above his technical qualifications sa a cUmW. wa 
ahould not have been nearly so iuccessfuL further, 
we were obliged, owing to continuous bad weather* 

olwavs to JUAko utt oaily ^ « tr^ i 

Tto vnlue of prufcssioind ss«rt«i«» ■» the Bmudny 
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bAa boen very much AvgtieJ. Given tJie rigliiv man. 
iiherc is no queetioa of its ail vantages. Doubtless 
tbere are many amatours wLo can dispense with 
guides for the more di0icult moiirjtains, but none of 
them, os far os I know, itvo iit India. 

I do not deny that thete is an imnverise amount of 
woide which can bo done without profesaionai 
once, hut for all the more diBicult climbs, cepecially 
when taohlod one after tlio other with little recotuiab' 
sance, a fimt'iate professional is a very great help. 

No doubt tliera are many uativea in different parts 
of the Himalaya who have suflicient mountaineering 
ability to become quite first-rate guides, given oppor¬ 
tunity, dme, and training, and a certain amount of 
general all-round experience, sucli os a aoldier gets, for 
Instance. But my experience is that though one may 
be able to get them for one year or more, when 
really wanted they ate not forthcoming. This is 
especialiy true with regard to soMiera who are so 
tmiued. 

I have had several Gurkha soldiers who became 
exoeUeut mountaineeze, and a few who were quite out 
of the oidinaty, but last year, although most of riie 
men were still in the army, £ was obliged to take two 
complete noviooe, ojio of whom, at least, though very 
active and strong, waa deadly dangerous in snow. 

til find, for r(Hi<ihiiig peaks, I should have had very 
little aesietauce from my Gurkhas until the arrival of 
Captain Tudd uml his excellent Uhandia Sing, Gurung- 


PREFACE vii 

who Itori d«>tii! a coiuqdewible aiuoant of work 

in the hi gh mou nt ft ii ia . 

I have espcoiall; tio thank Ur. & G> L- Howall for 
his aiiaiatance and advice, «a abo Coloae] and Um. 

wt'z 

Tyocko, both for advice and much tdndaiBa to both of 
ua, and ospooiatly to mo when I was recovering from 
the atten tkinB of (he gods. 

Loftily, and by tio mcaits tcoat, 1 have to thank tbs 
lifortl Company for the imm onae inteicat which th<y 
took in all our photographic work, and in the ossiatr 
ftneo they have given ua, particnlorly in preparing tlie 
iiinfltrationa of this hook, and the large numbor of 
auccesaful slicles, onlsrgejnmiis, etc*, which they have 
made for ua- Thi^ have our best thanks once mow 

ao. B- 
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CIUPTEH I 

l)nAJlMSAlw\ TO Kin.U 

Ik MahjIii 1912j I wad gntntal aevcn months’ Inave, 
to bo spoDt ID tbc IliiruiltLyo* Alidolutcly my owo 
master, imd ao [irogrammo laid dowA 

for mo;—Wiiat moro could the foatloss wanderer mid 
moiuitamocr roqniro t I bare modo many oKpedi' 
fcionii in Uio Himalaya, oomo Nonoua, eome not aci-ioua 
onongb; some aimed at acliievtiig ^ont ooijio 

aimed at the eix|iIoration of a groat mountain nr 
lucuntain group. But in nearly every ooso lliaro woa 
that most annoying thing, an object in view, olwaya 
looming before me and destroying pliioaun*. 

Ko! Give me scc^c and time. Time to go wherc^ 
ever 1 tike and to do just as 1 * datQ ' pteosc. ^o 
great terror of a peak of twenty-five thotiaoad feet 
always at the look of my iniud 1 Tmio to enjoy my 
country, and wonder m it, too, if I Idco; time lo do 
anything Lhai takes my fanoy and promiiAjS to pay, 
cither from tte intrinsic merits as u mountain or ns a 
point likely to give good views of the surrounding 
countiy; and, lastly, time to gp ihoottng, if I feet 
80 inclined. This ia to my mind pure pleasure. 
To wander throu^ Bomo of the gnuid valleys inter- 
seetiog the Itunolaya, and then to climb; then ti» 
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explore yot nnotiicr rarlloy, ami ttien to climb ogBin; 
smldcitly to evolvo ft frcsli pliiiit to dash over a pass 
into new eonntry—all <Jiis pleases me. But ail this 
requites time, niifl ior once time was available. 

Where to ^ was the next qucstioiij and thb waa 
Holvecl at the first diaoiiasiou. Awaj temptation ! I 
would not go to any place or district presenting only 
one olqoct, or I ahoniil eertainly have fallen. Kulu 
WAS now to me and dclieiouH tn prospect. 

Two mouths e^qjluring the charraa of XiilUj and, 
when the monsoon arrives, over tlm border and 
to Lahotil find Spiti 1 

But Sptli frightened me at once, for it. containa 
scime twnu^-tiiree thouamid footore; and was not a 
guide, whom 1 knew to be estramely keen, coniing 
out to assist my enjoyment ? Bod mark against 
Spiti I Lfthonl seemwl exactly to sui^-a gorgeous 
climate, 1 knew, and the map assuied me that its 
mountain-tops were not too near the moon. 

As for Kuhi. I simply yearned to travel there. It 
seemed to <i<inlAm all t wantod — magnificent foiests, 
which 1 love; fruit, flowera, rivets, picturesque 
Bcenerv, interegting people, and, of course, mountains, 
1 lutd also heanl of its quaint and cutIdus gods. 

So Knlu it was, and Lahoul os well, and they beat 
all expectaiionB. My ivifo and 1 had a moat gprgeons 
holiday! 

I will not ^ so far os to deny that the greater part 
was given over to mountaineering, but quite a to- 
spociftblo time was spent in travelling the oountiy, 
without a thought of I a.m. calls. How often 1 fdt 
like die cctirerl Colonel who u.sed to engage a bugler 
to ploy the rkeilU ontdde hb door every morning 
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at six oVlock, and thmi cn{!» him fref'ly ami ff* to nhnip 
ngaiii. 

AIj oiitiDok in Uio nitiuntaina ut ciUf of pure enjoy* 
moTitf phyaical anil moutal 6£en wrffWw, witlmut nny 
IcMiihly coimiilMiitioiiii of aclisnca whatever* I 

do not care if my helghta are wtong, niOBt of thoiii nre, 
I dare say; anyhow, they are only appmscimate. A 
real sporting time waa >ny oullook, But the uiuport- 
itig matoh with the gods, in whinh 1 lost, wm mopt 
imlooked for. 

No, wo liod no rword in view, hu t all the «ame, the 
expedition climbed ami elhnbod for tliree inonthn on 
eiul, althowgli, owing to my miflunderetnndmg with the 
god», I pprsonally wm hm rfr wmhnt fnr a time. 

Before visiting Kuln I IkwI hardly atndiod the 
diatrict at all, except from the point of view of gtjidij- 
Looka, and any little atray infomation 1 could pick up. 
I knew it to he quite bemitiiul—the mal on a snudlur 
scale, of Kaflhndr—and I ahw loiew that the lliver 
Beoa ran down its middle. But ao to any real know- 
loilgo of the omintry. it* fitmclure and condition*, 1 
had none. Kor, although atarting on a pnif«»(slly 
cUmbing-tour, had I studied the mmiiHaimi in any 
way. 1 knew, of eouiw, that Kuln wiia not the 
country of great giaiita, hitl this waa the extent of 
iny knowiedgo. lii fact, I sratted oil witli tlio fixiNl 
intention of making for now hew, so tliat 1 could gi> 
anywhexe. 

Part of this armngeniGnt was nndowhtcdly due to 
Captain Tmld of my regiment, my omupjujion for 
muue weclis of the cipoditbit. We batl fixed on Iha 
district after considerable iHJtifabulattim, and jointly 
engaged out excellent guida, Heinrich FUhm of 
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MoiriDg<?ii and df Ostjuid. Wo liftti txaveUed with 
him in Switiorlarwl durlug ilio wretched eejiMJo of 
miO, wiicn ho had expressed a hopo that he might one 
(lav viflit the ilimalaya. I had also exprcaswl my 
view Ui him ftf what, a ph^iirc triff ought to be, with 
which ho had socniwJ to agtoe. Kot that 1 tlo not 
wtiaider him the man for a real big cfinib—quite tho 
contrary. Ho has idl the nocefiairy quAlitics--light 
ivoighi, and ven' vi-iry fcamo, and great re^btonce to 
fxtid ami fatigite. ita well as an tniheatahle oiithaRiAflin 
for liic mountaiiiB. 

Aft until vary shortly before Btartiug 1 waa un¬ 
certain whether my leave waa avaibhle, and as I wan 
also Awaiting my wlfc'e arrival from England, I bad 
to engage Fiihrer At tlio lA»l moment. Consequently, 
our orrongenientB hod been defecrod, and had fuiully 
to lie ooitclutlod by cable—’always a difficult matter. 

At hiflt, however, our prepamtioiut were completed. 
There had bimii a good deal to take into consideration, 
OB we propofled to spend noveial months in the wilds; 
so tents, Btorea, ridct;, gums, etc., were all despatcbwl 
by rood and roil to Pnlauipur in the Kaiigra Valley, 
my wife and self following some ten days later with 
the mmoindor of the outfit. We were quite a fiaravan 
—our two Bolves, two Gurkha Bervanis, two Quikiia 
oidorlies, dogs and ponies, and their respective atten¬ 
dants. 

Our firet destination was tho station of tho 
1st Uurkliaa at Dhannsala in tho Eongra Valley, 
whore wo were to await the Amv'al of the ponies, 
who were mardiing iip from the railway, also tho 
heavy 1 linage. The latter was a alow business. 
Goods trains in Hulia arc not particularly quick in 
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tlif-if iiiovf-inentj#. butwUeii, iu aildii ioB ta ite railway 
journey, luggJige lias to bit forwarded tii bullock carta 
for anotbor one Uundrod autl fifteen with delaya 

At every otage,! lit* time it fakea b «>Ii«ift»l. e spent 
tijo imforKcd halt mtwit jiUiaaaiitly, bowoi'er, wiih our 
oil] frjenda. Major ami Alts* Monf^', at Dharmsala* 
The EtJglbh mail meanwhile vriw njixioualy awidtetl, 
for two reasons. Kirat, to announce the date of tlio 
giiiJc'a arrival in India, ftccondly to produce, by 
pupoej post, a delightful prMwnfc from a cousin-^ 
Viirascope camera. This would have wrivod already 
but for tta having gone to lUo bottom of the sea in tlio 
unfortunate OcmtKt, Uiiokily that exccHtmt firm who 
were provjilitigcanicni and plates-—the I If old Oo.^had 
ilespatched a new outfit tho mail after the loss of ilio 
first one. Fortunately, Again, they had insured both 
paroete, no that loss of time was the extent of the 
trouble to u» peraotiftliy- 

Oiir ponies having amved, wo now piiHltcd on to 
Palampur in nnler to have all ready for the forward 
inarch when the luggage shotihl appear, and epeut two 
pleasant daya with (Tolouel Powney Thompson, Uio 
Deputv ComiiiUflioucr of Eangra* 

Still’ no ucwB of the gitide. That, however, might 
riatoli uA at any luoniunU an wo iivod in hope, and were 
able te start oil at Inat with all our dfocto safely ool* 
Iccted. 

A few vfOitJfl on the goographical position of our 
deatinaiion, the Kuhi Valley. ^ 

The aclmJiii-stmtive subdivision of Kiihi conaista of 
the district of Kulu pro|wr, in which La includwl the 
smaller diatrict of Suraj and the Biiddhisl t^t of 
Lobonl and Spid. the two hwt being entirely dilTeren* 
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in oliinnte, religion, tlotl people, f)5 well ne in 
ttfspcct, 

Kulii proper lies between (lie (Jurty-fiist aiwl thirty* 
second degrees of nortli latitude and hetwean the 
Bcventy-suttb and seven ty-sove nth d^oes of east; 
loogitudG, This is & most intorcsting fact, and may be 
v<!dii[icd on consol ting Uie map, but really convr^'s very 
little to anyone. A dearer idea of tlic position of Eulu 
will bo gninod by stating that it ia siutated in tlie Hima¬ 
laya of the Eastern Pan jab, and is directly north of 
Simla, through which place tiie main route to the valley 
liisa, although it can he reached by various routes. 
Prom the west by the railway terminus at Patban EOte, 
and thence through Flic Eangra Vallevt passing over 
the range of hills dividing Kaugra from Eulu, hy either 
tlie Dulchi or Babboo Passes, This is by far the 
most direct route from the WeBtecu Panjah, and 
was the moat convenient for our advance on the 
valley. 

The second route is direct from Siiuta, and 1 was 
soon to make ao*]uaintance with this most picturesque 
rood. 

A third route, and an easy one, lies tluough tlie 
native state of Mandi, but has the drawback daring 
the summer monilia of being extremely hot, and thei^ 
fore to bo avoided. 

At the present moment of writing a roml is heing 
made straight up the valley of the Boas, through 
Mandi into Etilu proper, which will be a great boon 
to all the iiihahitauta of tho valley. 

The River Bca«, one of the five rivers which gives 
tta name to the Panjab, rises at iho head of the Eulu 
Valley, utid leaves it through a very reuiarkable gorge. 


DTTAKMSALA TO KULO ^ 

wiiefo Kulu prtipcr nuireli<!3 wit'll Tlia true 

Kulii is All length but littio breadth, md rune up bke 
ft Ea«!Te between the districts oI Mro. and Cboto 
Baghel on tl.o and Boehuhr «u the east, 

to tlie Great ehaiti of mountains whwb aeparole 
it from Lalioiil anti Rpiti, and from the Monjplwui 
wofU. Our totito from raUmpux ww tii every way 

^^hc^Kangra V&lloy la most piclurestluo from on® 
end to the other, and is bounded on Uie north by Uj • 
truly remarkablD wall of the Dhaoli Ubar range, 
to which I cannot believe a felbw eiista anywhere. 
The Kaiigm Valley is a Timken, ovulating tract oi 
groat fcctility. merging m Pj^ 

at its western extrenaity, and reaching a heighi o 

thottsantl feet ftt the Ujwu of Palampiir. 

that height until it ioim, ihe AWt 

its north, and eoaiinuiug for its whole kti^h, Q 

suddenly rises the great DL^li Dhar ^ 

twelve thousand foot above Palamput The L g 

point it attains is about seventeen thousand fjMt 

elevation. The immoiwo Ivngth 

Uus great wall, and Uic extraordinary a^ptn^ 

wUchit rises frem the plain is what it ® 

strildug. There ore no remarkable pooka, 

ulaeiert, but there arc rock fa«a *if wery 

Btooptvess surmounting a bolt of ^ dark 

forest as it would bo to Oud ^ " 

route by a very fair read, U-d us ainictly under tins 

,u«l .Ll-liue* o( th« Dhwli Dl.iu', 11 . rfiMt on 1^ 

nimtSw.t b« DOlnd. For ll.« ipot” V"" 

yen Kiuigra b»» by uo mom. »ifium* «lia'»‘^ '«'• 
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u'licjk tlic groat of monsoon eloml <irjvh)g over 

tho pimns of tlie Pnnjab suddenly daalt against this 
b uge jnasB, wha t a dovv npoiir resti ] ts I The sta tion of 
Dbanmala, on ita lowest slnpesj receives uhout; one 
bujidiod and twenty Inches of rain In fiic three wet 
monthR. TLo arnotmt of water available for agd- 
culturai tnigatirm, etc., must be imincnso. 

Kaugra is ao broken up into nullahs and smalJ bills 
that I do not Imagine there is much to fear from flood- 
water, which has so mauy channels of escape. 

Our first march led us through Uio tea-gardens of 
Kongia, which sufiered so much from the disastrous 
eanhcjufikc of llKKl; iu fact, hanlty one factory w*aB 
left stoucliDg, autl the tea trade of the Eangra Valley 
was virtually mined. It was pififut to see ganlens 
which 1 hatl formerly known in a flounshingcoiulitioti 
so changed. 

The joumey was a pleasant one. Eecent rain 
having cooled the nir, it was not too hot to enjoy walk¬ 
ing u good part of the way, though oven a tan oievation 
of ffuir (LouJiand Xcet It Is abemly pretty hot in the 
iruddle of the day in April, and marching in the early 
morning is best. Signs of the approach of the hot 
weather wem not wanting, the surest of them bebig 
the steady move of the Gaddi shepherds of Eongra 
and Glumiba in the direction of their summer grazing- 
gmuods. 

These Qsddi shepberds as a w'holc am a very 
pleasant folk to deal with, They own or grastc im¬ 
mense flocks of sheep and goats, driviug them alt over 
Kuln and Lahoul and 8piti, even na far as the Lingti 
plains t>eyond the Bamlacba Pass which leads to 
Ladakh and TiheU They are must pleluxeeque 
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people, oml wear a woollen kilt, witk yards oud yorJa 
of woolleji rope wuutiil rouiul rlidr wabla as a cummar' 
l>aud or bolt Tlieir voluminous abirtB aro kilt nnd 
shirt ill one, and arc capa^uous onoiigli to hold many 
young lambs whon on tlio murcb. The Kangrs 
peasant liouaes, too, are pictnreiwjuc. Some are 
thatched, hut many arc roofed with solid alnba of tho 
local slate, whioh is a soft btuo-gmy. The little garden 
enclosures are o distiuct advance on the villagGa ttf die 
plains, with their flat mud roofs, and no attempt ai a 
golden. The drive up is oil uderesting, hut ot 
Shorpiir, the half-way bangatow, ihe viciir of tbii 
DhooU Dhor range, already numttoned, Is vcuy beau- 
tifid. 

It is seventy-Uiree miles frorti Pahimpur to Sultoo- 
pur, the priiieipal town of Kulu, and tlie whole way is 
worth seemg. We hod n(nv left the region of Govejif 
nietii Dak bangalows, with ilmir more or less capable 
cooks, Qiid had to trust to our own rcsotiroes. In 
fact, at last wo were off—a most pleasiug condiiioa. 
I^ottiing, tn my mind, is mnre imtating tlmn waiting 
day after day to collect things. 

The fimt stage was to Bnijuarh, an easy march to a 
very pleasant bangalow, but, like those iJiat follownl, 
only ft aUoIter house, fbougli well aituatodr and enjoy¬ 
ing tiiroiiglKKit the year a special brrcKe of t(a own; eo 
that when ptaoes half a mile oil arc sweltering, this 
particular spot is airy and pleiiaant. 

We fotuid abo at Baijoath a fricml—Sir, FiU- 
Gcralil. W w-Iiom our thanks are due fm much infoc- 
tnatiofi. Hi) coniphuned of the state of the ma trade, 
but said that it was poaBtbk that a railway might 
partiaUy, at any rate, set it up again. 


to 
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We ka<l time just to look rouiui tiie village of 
lliijualh, with its uncipiit ltin<^u tflEiplw. It would 
1)0 well wortli staying iicte a few days. The womt of 
n fmancia] limit on such occfisions is iJniL, once started 
uu a tour, one cmuiot for this ontoilb pay'ing 

extra hire for the traus£>orl tmimalB. 

Our next stage was also interesting. Sixteen 
Itujidrod feet above the rest-house is an ancient Dogra 
fort, wondorfuUy placed from an artistic jwiut of view; 
but it docs not appear, except as a place of refuge^ 
to have been of much nsc, either for offence or 
defence. 

The next day, during our luaruh to Jatiiigri, we 
were overtaken by a tclegrantf mforining me tJiat 
Ffihrer was already on the high seas, which meoiit 
that he had started of! fifteen days sooner than we htul 
oontemplatod. It also meant taking our OQtfft into 
Kulu, leaving it tltcre, and doing a forml march to 
Simla to meet him. IDvon so, it. was almost impoosihle 
to get then) before he did, and, as it turned out, he 
arrived in Simla two days Imfore I woa abla to get 
in. Kvury day, therefore, was of value, and it was 
decidedly annoying (o he laid up at the stage t)eyond 
Jatiiigri with a hod throat. Jatingri Itaclf would be 
a delightful place to stay hi, and in the winter has 
excellent shooting, both pheasant nud chlkorc. We 
were lucky enough to got the haugalow of the Bajah 
of Mandi placed at our dispnsnl—a building with 
immenso rooms and timber^ eciLmgs, rather re¬ 
mind Ljg one of on old-faahlontxl farm-house in its 
interior. 

We were now getting more into tlie Idlla, and the 
character of the oounUy and, to soniu extent, of Uic 
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p«ipb, was ohMiigingr for Uw (»f fcUo 

Moiiiii lulls aw mom or lc» ol the wime mce m tb»* 
Kulu folk. 

A deadly tedious walk— winditig hi arid out of mikl 
liiUfiidea—brought us to Badwaiii, from whouco our 
Rrst' pass, the BablKio, was viKiblu. TUem wore dis¬ 
tinct ttttractiona about the Babboo. We were told 
Uml we were Ibe first people to cross it that season, at 
l«»t to Attempt to cross it with aiiirtioli; ibat tbo mad 
bod not boon mended after the win tor snows, and ol«» 
that falkm trees htwikd the patb— all of which 
iufonimtion tumwl out to lie tiiitrb cxoggemteil, •» 
hiark Twain said of the rcjiort of his denUi. 

Wlien vre lUd leave Badwani, after a day of Iwavy 
minf w'c found an oxceUent road to tlic fcnit of Uie pass, 
and beyond, though the steep ngsa-^ were tn rather 
bud oomlition, still tlus animats were able to get up. 
On the strength of the alarmwt's report* I !iad engaged 
sufficient oooliea to take iho ImuJs over in case of 
nooessitr; but luitit we arrived at the top they were 
only required on one occasion to move rocks out of the 
way. 

The pass, tliough of no great bright, la quite an 
intoraaling gssb in tlio billsidc—a very narrow gaab 
loo. Prom the top I and the Gurkha orduflios 
Hlm-tcd off with ice^axiM, followed by the wwHw. who, 
aa soon as they Boented work, showed but liltlc of 
their former diDcrfuInosB. To be takoti over this easy 
pass, and be well paid, with no work to Jo, luul 

sounded all right to them* 

We took the two nding^ponios down first, and by 
beating ami «tnnipluig the snow, oud in pbeea cutting 
it awav, gi>t well down wiiuo five hmiilrcd feet without 
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mucli Lftiuble, TLfij w# caiiw to tJn* trees, whieli 
tiftd ijuou reported an enotmotis. Our two or three 
kukrics niMle short work of them, and they were 
soon rolled out of tho wny. The only large one waa 
httktiy in » place where we couJJ easily juitko a path 
ruujid Tt, Ait tlic same we w*cre really fortunate in 
getting thmiigh, and 1 fonoy the tain of the last few 
days fieri heiped ua eonsiderahly. If there had heen 
tiiore BiioWj there would cerlainly hove been much 
djflltrulty, for as it was there was a gtMxI bit of homailer- 
iiig on the part of the ponies, who hod to be un^ 
loaded and ted down in several [daces- 
The road down tow'ards the Kulu VaJlcy waa 
beautiful. A line forent, by no nimuta inonotoni>ua, 
with splendid groups of chestnutH, opetung out into a 
noriow' glen vith the river winding along it, lirongbt 
ua to our next rost-hoti»e, Kataun, 

Hero we hnd expected fuea with the coolies. I 
heard aftenvurda tliat the Htfandi people are generally 
a pijor lot, and if the average is like llin gang that wo 
i.'niploywJ, 1 am certain the rejHvrt ia coirt^ot, Koniiiii 
is a senibby little bangolow, small and tlirty, but 
bountifully ftitunted, and the next efghi mil^ into 
Kuin was a very pretty walk through a cinvrming 
valley, which opened out between wooded ItMLi, 
Cultivated fields and pieturesquo villugeu rcvealml a 
greater degree of eomfort than is usual in the 
Himalaya. 

ll was tilt* Buruakhi Mela or Fair in Sultanpnr, and 
tJie road was tlirongorl with villagers on thetr way to 
it; ail exceedingly cbearful, wearing their host, moat 
eomforl.alde, homespun, wijollen clothes, often gaily 
chocknl. The men al! wore flowms in their ca|«, the 
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lament <4 whicli gavfl eei^pi! for ii (flucti of aome 1)rij|hi. 
i^hnir, wbite aonift of Ujpmi fiwl uontrivt'd tlic nnjflt 
ctiiiiomtc oliaiiiH anti tiiflMils of varioufl gay wild 
tlowem AltogciLta" fJi cy pr«!eiit<!«i a most at tractive 
appearaDce, 

T^lic women, too, wore all tiieir finely. Theii 
checked bliutkei garnirntn won! very akilfuUy pinn«l 
together with aeU of brasa pinn, Thoir jewellery waa 
in many i»aes vioy fine; ailver ornamoiiM of really 
good dwign and woTltnuuudiip, with hoaihirtsw!' of 
ailvpr oLauui. The whole effoct, although rnthor 
harharic, wan rtuainl ttrid heeomiijg, and pn'sentod a 
verimhle gala toilet, 

Eight niihw of moot enjoyable walking lurought uj» 
Sultanpur, emr goal for tin? day, 

Thla, tho chief village of Kttlu* ii well aituafod in 
the valley of the Beaa, which k fairly hwad hero, 
broad eijongli to fiimisli a Cue iiinidan or aiimll park, 
the feataro of the place, on which the fair was to be 
held. The bangalow looks out on thia park, and here 
we put up in great ootnfort. Being the capital, as one 
Riight (wy. Sulutnpur posacascs tliv «tie btwpita] of the 
volley, the Tclisikiikf’a court, and the only shojia 
eelliug European stores. 

AW had not Jong b«m sitting in the veranda of the 
bungalow when the vilUgent btsgan turning up from 
all ffldea. Bootbs were sot up, and tlie Ineal g^xU 
niarohed in with their baiuls playing—a fine noiae th<7 
made too, Thera wLU be much more to say about 
tlieso same gods. Our first iijtrodurtion to them and 
their ways was different to nnyihing that wa b^ 
mot with befote. Each god waa carried in by a special 
gong told off for Llie puipoae, and was preceded 
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]>y A liand (»f itn own; the uiiibIu waa of the weirdost 
<3cacrr|>bioii. CfccttsiotiuUjr two of tbo geiitlemen 
met, aod then* was au exchAngo of greetuigs, and 
tJie ooEnplhncute of tJio sBUAOtt w’ere passed. iUttsr 
tlioy hfltl Luen snllioieutly toted tound they were 
deposited on Mie gmsAp tuid teectved Ulths furthef 
attention. 

Tfik portkiitar fair marks the hegimtiiig of the 
nionlli of April, although it is nut; held till al>out 
the 2ftl.h of our month, but the fcBtjvaJ indiciites the 
nindli New Year. It is by no means so large a 
gathering us the gimt Dasehra Fair, which is hold 
tu October; still, to ua it was a novel sight, both 
amusing and inteieeting. 

Taken aa a fair them did not seem to be much 
going on. The Oetoher fair a Ilia occasion lor 
selling ponies, woolten cloth, etc,, hut there was a 
certain amotmt of dancing ou tlio grecu^—dancing of 
the dtiJIesi description, h^ly indeed to be dignified 
by the name; but we leamt that the chief bnsinees of 
the fair was only just begimung, and that was the 
" loogrt ’ drinking. 

Loogri brewing is almost ontlrcly In the bands of 
the Ipohoulio, who are flupposed to turn out niudi 
Letter liquor than the native brewers. Loogri is a 
kind of milky liecr, and has a dlstuictiy unplcosojit 
taste. The amount necessary to iutoxicato a man 
must bcconsidciahle—eoveral bottles, I should think — 
and yet nearly all the men act to work to that end, 
and most successful^ too. By tlie rn'cniitg the 
centre of the fair was atrown with moat unpleoaout 
corpses. 

One fair in Kulu is quite enough, or perlmpa one 
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ought say onu fivoning, for the mor«»itig iM^rfomi- 
aru'es are itlwaya worth soeiug, fuJl of life and colouft 
amt tho god* and tlicir funny tittle way* and sui^ 
roimding* very amuRiiig. 

In Saraj tlnsre i* ajjparently no driuJcitig whatever; 
the heavy diiufcera behmg to the Kulii Valley proper, 
and considering tlie very large numlMTof fails, tlieh» 
[0 every opportunity for a dcliauoh about oucc a week 
during iho suinTiier—lo say nothing of tlie varieuf 
bothies kept by Lodioulis on tho rciad. 

The Siiltanpur caniuwmi kept i( up pretty well that 
nigbU but not loudly enough t*i spoil our alecjip and 
wo were ready for the romi early next morning, hir 
wo had decidod to tuJee nwr main camp up to Katrain, 
one stage farther up tho valley, and opposite tho 
amatl town of Jfaggtur, where dwelb the heml of tho 
Kulu administration, with other ofRcsals, 

As my wdfo had to stay by hcraclf while I flew to 
Simla and back, this was a deaiiubU' move. Wo atiU 
awaitod two or tJiree miiJo-loaihi, and my wife would 
stay at Entrain luitil they nmvod, and then move 
everything up to Klanali, a much cooler and more 
att^ntetive spot at tins time of year. V\e also wieh^ 
to make tho acquamtanco of tho greatest authority b 
Kulu, Colonel Tyanke, and lihi wife, wlioae books on 
Kulu sport 1 limt previously read. 

The next monung began my trek to Simla. I had 
to get there b a week. Otio hundml and fifty mUos 
in seven days I I took my pony and two spare mules 
with me, ilmugh my toads were very liglit. 

Our btrodiiction w the true Kulu Valley the 
previous dav had been very pleasant. The walk from 
SnltanpuT to Katmn, ihougli by no menns equal in 
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bcaut.^ fco the ti%bcr maruhes, is very chftraoteri»tic, 
t.ho brofu! amj jiot too mpu] reoomblmg a big 

aalnion river. The giMt groves of nlficr-trees fringing 
the b4nb, the whlo open slopes of tJic liillflidce, also 
.'ui unfi^iJiar lull btik througiug the ton^i8, \rjth a 
fair fipritikiing of Tibetan and Lahotili traders, were 
all full of illtGTCSt to UR. 

We Imd, hoMTover, seen little of the mountniiM). 
They stand back from die mam valley, which has 
BOniGwhat of the clianicter of the valley of the RLotie, 
though the mountains are still more hiiden from 
view, Tho Reas is apaimed by a number of excel' 
lent btrilges, bo that we could have travellocl along 
either bank. The view is as hue from one as the 
other. 

During some of oor marches wo passed two or three 
of the best known of the Kulu fnttt'gardens, but went 
uuabk* to see anything of them as yet, thougii we did 
OT later on. Given good commamcatioM, the fruit 
industry of Kidu should thrive wonderfully. The 
few Europeans who have settled in the vaUey and 
Iiave taken up fruit-fa rmii i g prwlticc excellent results 
The beat of Uie apples and pears are equal to any in 
the world, nnd tJiis »dtb probably the least aiiumnt 
of Ubour. When, however, o;ie considera tliat all the 
fruit hae to Iw sent about a hundred and fifty miles 
to the neaxcBt railway it is evident what a handicap 
the trade suiTcnt from. For instance, Bcvoraf kinds of 
the fruit moat p tired in India, sudj as cherries, 
currants, and peaches, suffer so much in transit 
that it h not worth while cultivating them foe the 
market, only in snmll quantittea for home <»n- 
auniptiotL 
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.Shortly U'forc our oiriviil at Katmtu, afuT poiwitig 
Mr. Doimld^ii iruit-fonn at Dhirbij wc crowot] tbo 
Phyrang Bivor, anil tiad a really boauttla! vioiw up duii 
vaUey. Aa b twituml ia early May, all tiie upper 
gruxtng-gtouuJs and minor painta wore efitl under 
niiow, and the oontroel between tlie aplendkl dork 
maaseg of the typtcal Eulit forest and vry to topi on u 
day full ol ooJour woe a ve^ plcaaAnt sigEit. 

One would think tliat tliero titiiat bu a great aaiuo' 
nf .«8 in wdj-cut, well*wooded volleys baeked by snowy 
mountains. Kasluuir is full of tbem^ so are nil 
analogous regioiun, but for all tlmt eaeli bns iti own 
distinct charoctuTt t^nd thb particular view I aliould 
never have tiiken for one in Kashniir. It was com- 
plet«'Jy new, a type of It* own. Oppoaile Kntraiji, on 
the left bank of the river, we conld see Noggar Costks 
tbe residence of Uic AjaUlont-CotuuiUisionur of Kuln. 
besides several other buildings, evidcuUy b<!autiftttJy 
placcxl. and comnmuding. wc lolt sun?, on ontlook 
which at our lower level ivaa barred from our view. 
We intended to see it f<tr diirsetves later on, and were 
fortunately able to carry that iniyoutinn into dTei;t. 
The situation is quite unique. It is wowlerfu] to 
iinagiiie any a wit ol Government having such n 
magtiiliconi sight always boforo iL 
The oolouring of the Kiiln V*alloy b ahijost jinpos* 
si bio to express in words. Artmta aliouJd make it their 
(iwii an they have bo often done with rcganl u> 
Kashmir. But again 1 rvjieal the Kulu ct^knjr b tti 
a c IsjM alone, and this rtvhness ond brilliance givea a 
charm oiid choracUir peculuir to iUeli. 

Having once taste<l the flavour of Kutu, both in 
bentity and intewat, I found it very hanl to turn my 
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bock on it juM at tho outsol of cur trip for a trek, 
tiiorea\’or, of at least three hundred miles to Simla, 
o/Ar tt retold. But it liod to be do&o, and tho quicker 
tlie hotter. One consolation lay in tho rcJlDctton that 
it iroa a vety ap-and-dowu toad, and eo presented no 
bod troimug to preduce the good condition so deoiiv 
able for tlie hold work which lay before me in the 
mountains after my return. 


CliAlTTH n 

VI m^ll TO SISILA AND BACK 

A 0L4NCE n-i (Jio niup will rflow Uit' route Iroai Upper 
Kulu to SimJfv Th«ne w a miite-tnick lie wliolt way, 
delightful to tiavol along, eiocpiitig for the dives dtra n 
into tie beuU 

It will Ixt noticed tliat the roiwl leada down the 
valley of tlie Boas until ita junction with the ffniaj 
Mid Tinnin Btreamfl at the village el I^arjL Eexo Llie 
Beas turns to the west, dwappesring down a veiy 
atrihing gt'rge. It ia up this vetj' gorge that a road 
fit for wheeled tniJlic is heiug ooiiBtmded, the greatest 
boon possible for all settlers in Kub, 

At Larji one leaves Kulu proper, and entera the 
district of Saraj, a sub-Alpmo country of great boantj-; 
a delightfiil country to wajider about in during tite 
spring or autumn, and possibly early sunuuor. Saraj 
has a curlv backbone which the Simla road Las to 
eioea—towit, the Jalaori nmge^whose mesn height 
b in the neighbourhood of twelve thousand feet, and 
the Jalaori Taas itself about ten thousand swe hundred 
and fifty feet. 

Tlio walk from Banjar, where 1 hod spent I ho 
night in the very wimfortahlo rooms of tho pola^ 
post, is a goofi pull up, hut tli® road is so protty and 
passes throu^ such beautiful fowisi tliat the long 
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rise of over e\s thouBimd feet was uo partioukr straiii, 
Thp open forest is fine; iiiiiceci, it boasts some of tlie 
grandest trees to be foniMl in the ilitnakVB, beneath 
wliieh was spread n carjict of spring flowers. 

Nearing the tap wo had some dday, as there was 
still a goixl bit of snow aboui. it being early in May, 
and one of my mules wont down tbo hillside. Luekily 
we were able to get him up again without miahap to 
either muk or load. 

I and tiiy ortleily apent h couple of hours on top 
rofreahlng the iuner man, and then went in search of 
photographs. Alas! most of the mountoina were 
deep in olouda, ajul we only occasionally got a glimpsu 
of a snow peak bmikiiig through. 

It w'jvs a foretaste of itie weather that folloiccd us in 
Knlu until tlie real reins broke. C 3 oud» gathered and 
etoims broke every afternoon and ovcidiig thKiugliout 
the RUjnDier, with freah snow every otliep day. Tndy 
ail unlucky suiumtrJ I heard aflerwarils that Mr, 
Meade, who was making nu attempt on Kaniet, 
experienced exactly the saiiie sort of weather, prob“ 
ably worse. This was our tiret warning, sml wc were 
mudi disappointed, ss May is generally a clear month. 

The nearer peaks of iiie Jahwri range were very 
niggwl and fine, and looked mudt bigger than they 
hiul re*illy ally iiusijjess to look, fur at IhU time, early 
In the Bcason, they were still thickly covered with 
snow. 

Letting the inuicti go on before tie, wecomplotctl our 
photography at Jeiaure, and then took a bee-line, and 
a wrong line as it turned out, to the hatigalow at K6to, 
which wc could sec some three thousand feet below ua, 
ll proved Ui be a most charmuig little spot on a 
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deodoi-floveml pcniwBiilii, liavuignauiull toniplcof iU 
own, (adies a forlotu and dilnpidatrcl-looking buil*ltiig> 
but abflilcd by tbe sauue fine deodars. Fmin K6to to 
tbo Sutlej Vallry » mofcliHi, and then one mora 
up to tlie first bongalow on the Simla road. 

One dives down flome four thniisaiid feet from iJie 
Ittugnlow at Ualaah to Luri, on the Imuks of the 
Sutlej, and thence there is a direct path slraight up 
to Narkonda of six fhnunatid four humlrwl feet, I 
am not likelv to forget it. I Imd slept m P^l^*** 
preferring a ci)ol night to i !ie Iicatof the Sutlej V alley, 
ami had iutendod to eUirt at 3 a^m- Not a mule 
coiihl I raifie. or rather uoi a nmlfHnan, and w 0 m 
not got off till 6.30, mid having to halt at h-uri to teed 
mm and mules, did not start up-liin iiutiJ Ifi.30, and 
the firat pull up oi nearly tlirce tJiouwiu t<2<’lp 
the aufi high, mid beating alfolght on my back, hiis 
Ht ft vivid impiwsion on my niiiid. It beat all 
flesh-redudjig avatema yet hefoie the public. I lie 
ev’ening, bowev^, brought the rcmnanla into har- 
kandft to be revived with Pilaener beer. 

Ktom thonoe to Simla in two days, to find I' ahnsr 
ensoonced in the Grand Uolel, rjuitefit, and none the 
worse for a very warm and crowded joymej uji o 

Simla. ^ . . 

In three days we 6tart«l back for Kulu after certain 

stores liiid boon laid in. Double marchm for a man 
fresli from board ahip is a pretty tri'ing expenen^, 
but fortunately there was always the mterost of the 
glimpnes of the mouutama which we got along the roml 
to NurkaiRla. promise) of what was to come. 

1 think the tremoudoiis scope of some of the views 
impressed Flilirur vary much. As a matter oI fact. 
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w© couI<l not siec fitly of tin' Kulo Moilu talus, thoiigli 
w© had ono or two great views of the Easlifthr and 
Jamsfir Bauwar ranges, ond also iu the direction of 
Spifi. 

We dil not muko the mistalce of taking the Sutlej 
Valley rnarcli itt on® fell swoop, but, stooping at Luri, 
were up at Dalasb tiofore tJjo auti had tiHctL We loado 
a double niordi over the JalaorL 
FiiUrer waa iniieh taken with the riiodotlendroos 
near the top of the paas. And indeiMl we were there 
at eocaoiJy the right time for (.horn. A gorgeous sight 
it was—many shades of crimson and piiik> with a soft 
mauve prodominating. 

Tlie rest of tho march was a trudge, plcasanily 
broken by a meeting with Mr, Goldstreani, the ofUccr 
in charge of the Eulu aubdi vision, who was fit Bon jar, 
where we catted to see l»im in time for breakfast. Ho 
was out, and wc were told that ho hod been suddenly 
implored to pursue a bear. 

After some time he returned in his pyjamas, having 
hod a moat exciting rough and tumble, duriug w'hich 
one of his men got the bear by liis stump of a tail just 
as he was scrambling into a hole by the side of a. 
mountain stream. There was a bit of a oormuotion, 
but all ended well, and tbe boar joined us at breakfast, 
but not in a state to enjoy his tes- 
Tlic Banjfir Mela was being lidd that day, and I 
stayed on with Mr, Coldstream, who very kindly took 
me round and introduced me to the gods and god¬ 
desses, who were still ^uitc kind, not having yot lieefi 
insulted, os they were later on, by stupid people going 
up to tJicir ancastrul and .lacred mountain homos. 

Mr. Coldstream aisn arranged photographic groups. 
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It was ft mciet picttuwsqac sight—the wotncn'fl 
dresses touched witli colour, ajid th* men's woollen 
kits quite in keeping, and sporting flowera in their 
caps, all gay and all ^ber. 

I SAW A the dulleat natiw 

in the entire work!. I should say. The mpti hoUJ a 
hamlkciohief in one band, connect up the other to 
the nest man, and proceed slowly round in ncirc <% 
moving ao slowly that they hardly appenr to be mtivtiig 
at all, ' Here we git round the inuU>crTT*hiiBl> 
would be wild oxciteiuont winpaiwl to this fooHuig 
performance. It sowued to chwi them np, however. 
To mo it was almoot os cheering aa a sonnon by ft 


revivalist preacher. . i * 

We oontiftued our Journey tlirougli Kuln without 
incident, escept, the flliock Fahror got to his nervra 
by finding Gemifin beer at a little Banntah a sliop in 

Sultanpur. Tt won a pleasant little incident Thus wo 

arrived in delightful Maimli on May IG. Tlie Lst march 
in from Kiitrain to Monali b enjoyable- We pao^iHl 
continnal alder-brakes-onc might almoat call them 
’woods—grass and water of a character that I do 
not believe esists anyu bcte else in the Himalaya, and 
tmveUed aiong an apparently flat roa.1, for though 
the rise is about sixteen buntlrod feet m twelve luul 
tt hall miles, it b so gmdnal aa hardly to atnke one, 
Manali bofigalow Is liwiiirifwny rituaU^ m « gtovn 
of immense deodn™ haul to beat an>TV'hftr«.^ A fine 
river close by, tolling gross and woods on otther side 
and on riaing gnamd act^ies the riee-fie da a of 
deodars, iti which stands the famous old fournliioliof 
temple, a favourite siHit for fatre. 

It was delightful to find our cauip Mt up. ^ 
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ptensnnt turi to rest upon. I do not tblak FuKror bad 
enjoyed tbo tuarclt aa much aa 1 tiad. Continual 
marcltlng on roads had hUstored liis feat badly^ and 
oQf) cannot enjoy scenery under those conditions. 
D<iwcver, a fear da^'s to recover in ^os all that ivas 
needed» and leisttro to study the ntap and see what 
was of most interest. 1 Lad done about three hundred 
and twenty miles, niul waa <iiiite ready to heep (juiet 
for a day or two. Besides, there was an in&iite 
amount of infomiatioii to Im* eolincted, and plenty to 
600 ill tbo place itself. 


CHAPTER ni 

TIIE SOLANO VAtiBT 

Tnc:r.K U nothing fio dUIicult, and T may say irri¬ 
tating. in e^vtng ail Acoonnt of ordinary travel lu 
pmduciitg otieaclf. so to apeak, at the kirlciiig-off spot. 
To account for oneself, sta te why one went there, t^l 
whftt one went to do, cppceially if there is no specific 
object in view, is despernte to the writer, and no doubt 
cquafiy 80 t-o the re^er. 

At any rate we hud arrived, and there was an object 
after all —m the first place olhnbing, and in tho 
gecond shooting. But unfortunately for the b+tcr 
the game laws for Knln had been aUerod, and onty 
four pauses for the better class of game at® now 
ofiered annually, and tlieee had all been taken up, 
U did not very much ufieot me, aa tlie chief game 1 
waa after, ftltliougb it has a close season, never geU 
shot out. and even the most closely preserved tmllBhii 
are open to the mountaineer. Still, I wiab tJic Fatew 
hod been kind, 00 1 should like to have got a r«l boar 
or two. 

i am alwiut ibpx^sfiooting io Kiilu 

of th® preSjOnt day^ and Uiink it roiglit W with 
advantage for ten ycare or so if piiecnHlionfi, ancli m 
are taken in Kaalimir, couW be But there 

h no Hportitig feeling of any sort among Hi® Kulu 
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[inaa&itts. thniigL doulttlcsa tlicj' would poach for food 
with the greatest pleasure in life, 

IVe had not yet decided where to go first. The two 
valleys tve htwl Ijecn rcoorntnendwl to tooklo were 
the Hamta and the Solaiig. Opinions difTeictl as to 
which held most attractions. 

A glance At the map will show the geography of 
Upper Kulu. The source of the BetLs Kiver is below 
the Hjditang rose ut Bcas Kunil. AiKiLlicr, and 
equally reputahle, sonrcc ia at the head of the Solnng 
NtiUah, and to the oast the Ilamta Nullah, wlLh tlio 
Uamta Pass leading Into Eastern Lalionl at its head, 
TJiere w'aa a great attraction at the head of the Homta; 
no leas than the more than iwually eacred points of 
Deotibi and Indra Killalr. Not only BO, hut I was 
told that Deotibi was the only peak in Kitln that hod 
been climbed by an Engiiahman. This clinib vw 
HceompliBhed, 50 I was told, in 1876 by a Major 
Aciatul Hood, with anoLlier olEeer and an old ehikam 
called Tuiloo, anr] n Gurkha who was no good on 
anoA* or ice, and was sent back. This sounds ex¬ 
cellent, hilt the elaboration of the expedition w^as 
bewildering. First T was told that DwJtihi hml been 
ascended in one day from Manalt. 

Ttilloo the leader's account was tiiat they caiuo bo 
a spot between India Killah and Deotibi, from which 
they had turned back, as it was iinpossihlc for marc 
man to ascend the sncrcti Deotibi. But as he said 
the same about the Gapiiaii—of which moimtAin 
much more will bo reiateJ— I do not know what to 
beUeve, 

Wc were much drawn to Deotibi, but not to climb 
it freni Monali in a day, I have nevci yet climbed 
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Monte Rotttt from Visp, and I am not going^ to tiy 
my time of life, 

Wc decided to gtve the MAson a little mojts time 
to nmtiitOy and then to move up tbe We 

were neither right nor wrong. Kate wan ngaInHt ua. 

CofoncI and Mrs. Tyacke wene in a ehonting-eamp, 
hilt far from Mnnali. They Jdndly sent a man to help 
iw to start our mranganicnta, though oveiyfiling in 
the coolie line went very smoothly, and I fitted 
tlie camp out with four peruuiLnciit atniclilia who 
seemed 1o Im up to their work. So the Solang 
Valley was decided on. The maji also was full of 
promise. 

Fiihre-r, self, and a Gurkha w'ent on a preliminary 
Rcramtilr to have a took at our destination, and had a 
good rough walk up the hillside to the easl of Manoli 
for about six thouaatid feet to a point of olwiervation. 
We saw enough to cieito ua, and also many clouila. 
There wore mountains every way, nil nhapra and 
aises. 

' Well, I think we ahall have plenty for a month 
of the Solaiig,' said Filhrcr, 

^Tea,' I repUed: *hut rememher the mina Wc 
have only blt weeks this aide of tjie ariiva) of the 
znousoon/ 

We hftfl been told by everyone, and I am sure quite 
correctly, thot goofl weat her, not only gpiKl^ luit clear, 
woa the noimaT condition from June 1 to July Ifi, 
or at anv rate from May 16 to ,fuly 1. In many parts 
of tho liimataya, and still more in the lliiiilu Koosh, 
the people will tell you that it is always fine at a 
certain time, tueaning that no tain falls tii the valleys, 
whoTcaa there is continual cloud and bml weather up 


28 ItULU AND LAHOITT, 

the greal; glatieis. But here in Kiiln evejythJjig is 
VMiblc. Tt ill Dll B European, not « irim/ilflynn, seule. 
If there lipe douds on the inoiintnlufi tjjeir can he ^een 
from the vaUej's. 

On oiir descent fnim onr reconimjasance wo etc* 
prwfiotJ Borne dotthte about the tteatliw, hut wo n-ero 
toU not to trotilife aliOut It, on it alwAjo doored up in 
June for wceko. Two dajTj later, on May 11), we 
left ilfoiiatl and pitched oijr camp in drenching rain 
oppooilo the Hfdang V'allcy. 

It cicarod durhig the night, and w'e moved to our 
second camp, a fthott anti tuosi beaiififitl march of 
three houce to a ‘ tliech,' or gmeing-grpuiid, above 
the janction of the Sarahi with the mam xSoLuig River, 
Wo were immensely imprreifed with the scenery bv 
the aide of the Solang atream. Our mardi h\J ua 
thmugh typical Himalayan fozvat wilder than the 
Siiide Valley of Kmbniir, and finer, or just as fine, 
water scenery, and far more dlsiinguishftl mountains. 
The only drawback was that we were rather eruahed 
in by the tnoiintRmii. 

Our oomp was deJightfuJ—on a bench in the hilj- 
&i<le, R * thaeh * in local parlance, jtisfc an alp. We 
pitchcil our tentfl on the wide stretch of grass, and 
found plenty of quite flat ground to move nbout on, 
and here we intended to stny for two or three weeks 
at any rate, ami to make this our main base. 

Men and women carried quite chcerfuJty^ for us, and 
did not, at this stage of our sojourn, wocty us for 
baksheesh in the inauner we later became accus¬ 
tomed to csqiect of tlie Kula porter. 

Wood was coUectod, ttmEs pitched, and wo all mi 
properly bedded down, mid Jioped to hove o sniafl 
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‘ ju)Jy' round tho firo in the evemiig. Down cam® 
tli(} usual evming stonnJ It rained, it Idew, it 
eleetod. ' Pity,' said Fiilirer; ‘ fresh anov? up above/ 
This remark become a platitude oitcr ttie nest few 
dayo 

Still, we were roally a bib bdere ow time even if 
it had been on early year, and we bod plenty to do 
cjcplfdng the valley. 

The following mttndng three of us, Fiihrer, self, oikI 
Lalbfthodur. Gurnng, orderly and olimbing com’ 
panion, started at about D a.ns. to reconnoitre the 

A 5crajtjWt5 dJ ivt* liour tUiougl* woodeti 

Jmnka of a very aniioying dcjiiaity liroughi ue oti 
t<} of eounidemblis moopneas but good 

condkioti. 

The to thu to the of 

valley—and to tlie iM>ulb perfect. 

Plore Wits an object ftficf ad. of 

objects, in fact. The winter snow on «Jia north side 
of the sou til face was very Iw, well into tlio forest, 
line, and above rose a wonderful bank, ptak 

after peak, limUly tcrudnatiiig in the bisautiful point 
given as ninoteco tlioitBand sis hundred feet in the 
Survey Map- Wo both exclaimed: ' Mow like a 
Weisslmrnl' ami as we aabsequontly conld find no 
local name lor it, the ‘Sohmg WeissUom it has 

retuaiiied. _ 

The head of Gm Ben* Valley hs known a-s Kcos 

Kuiid, which only means the BOUft;n of the B«as, aud 

themforc ii'oulU hardly apply. , *. » 

The north side of the valley, <m the elopes of which 
wc were, was also very fine, but being on it, and there- 
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fon* unduiiiefttli it, we were aiiabJo to sod it to oJvan- 
At Any rate, we arranged two further eipetli- 
tiona /or reeonnaiasAuce. 

Oj)j>coito IIR were tw'O small peaks of gotk! sJiape, 
named Pindri. From their sujuujita evidently u 
moryoHona view of tlie whole coimtiy would ho 
obtainable. agreed that they must lie reaehed. 
They also, under present conditions, oJleraJ hopes o/ 
a good, though not VTiy long, climb, but at the end 
of what WM apparently a hart] snow grind. Tljc 
second reconnaissance was to the hciul of the valley, 
to observe a rieally moat nttraolivo pass between the 
^V'eifishoni and i.ho northern sEopos. 

These northern slopes of the Solang scpanitc the 
vaJiey from Lohoul, and we hoped to make a point 
in this ridge if poastblc. Uiit evaiything depended 
on the weather. * Give ns a week without snow, 
and we will do very well/ said Fohrer. Wo were 
having our lunch at- the time on a Bitowy point leading 
up to the main chain, at a height of about fourteen 
thousand five hundred feet. Within half on hour of 
his making this remark up catne the wind and down 
came the snow again, and we were ofl down tiio froaen 
slopes Ofl hard as we could go. 

\Ve soon got out of that stonn, but it, came on 
again in the evening, 1 had been on the lookout for 
marks of ibex, but although we traveiBed typical 
ground there was not a single mark ui the snow, nor 
witJj my gluaafet could 1 find any, Marks of ml hear 
were oppftreiit. The Solang Nullah, though dosed 
for shooting, ia well knowu for red bear. 

The following day we made an mtpodttion to tiie 
Lead of the vulley to Bcas Kund . \Vc wen? very' soon 
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Into tho miow, whicli U'Jis wdl clown holow dovc^n 
thoiiBi^iid fvot, i^tul ^ve iimt-r&to going. Sleep anow 
('■ovored Lbe noee of tJio gtacjer which hi Jed up the 
licad of lbe SoJiujg Nuibili, mul o very piooaaut walk 
brought us to tlic head of the valley through (he 
finest of sccjicry* V\'« were able to lucariiino tbo snow 
ou tlie alopos leading up to ibe mniri ridge on the 
north Bide, and also Haw tbo last slojica of Snowy 
I'cftk ‘ M,’ which were evidently connected with it 
luiiJ not too dilfLouIt. 

Of course, tberc was fmli snow ovei^’wheru on the 
upper aJopoe, hut tliQ way lo the ridgo was clear. 
TJie great glacier elopes of tbo lust three thousand 
foot were thick la winter snow, the ydlowish tint of 
w'iudi showed in. places through the pure white of the 
last falls. 

There is a route to the ridge, evidently, and this won 
the finitable time of year. The seraos would be very 
diSiculL later on. ' Give us ten days' fhio w'eather, 
and wo bavo a high-road/ Thus sf^ake the eipert. 
We then and there setGed our glto. 

But that dimb wae not for ua, for wc never got 
three days without fresh suow, let alone ten. 

Our subsequent struggles through snow showed us 
cifiarly that, the immense slopes beforo us would have 
been desperately daugeruus for our returu under 
present conditions. 

The pass at the head of the valjt'y wo dcUirriiiried on 
at once, but thought we would give it a few days lo 
settle down in. Wo really foit bewdtdeml ns we 
roluined to camp with the n um ber oJ objects which 
hotl been crowded upon us, and somewhat depteasHj 
by Lbe way iho weather continually kept coming in 
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betwffljn UK md tJie attaiameiit of thcso flcsimble 
obJectH. 

My wife met tig on our retnnj with hiacJi, and we all 
liafl a pleasant dawdle home ta eamp, getting in just 
before the storm broke. 

A day oil was spent niwticcessfiilly tookiug for 
beajB—blade oncsj that is to say. The black bear 
is not considered worth iucluduig in a licence, and 
coneeqneatly anyone may shoot him. 

As a matter of fact very few* are shot. Tliey gener¬ 
ally do more harm than tlic red bear, as, besklcs taking 
toll of docks, thigr also In the autumn invade the fields 
of Indian com and other crojts. 

Preparations wore also matle for a day out on Pindii 
—at any rate for a good exploration of the way up to 
these intcreatiug points, for, standing at the end of 
the south ridge of the Sotang Valley, they command 
a view in every direction. 

Stortmg late, atl>.30 a.m., we, with Lalbahadnr and 
a couple of our permanent Kulti men, climbed up a 
steep bank of forest, aiul over a aulwidiaiy ridgo on to 
tlie iiigJj nip leading to the Pindri poxiiis. On arrival 
at our breakfast place on top of the ridge, wc were ho 
fired with the muguihconceof our .^urraunduigB that 
vve felt it would be fooliali to return that day. Fuln-er 
Said wo would manage the Fiudri points somehow, 
and meanwhile on onr way up would choose a camp, 
and pointed out to Lalbahodur whereabouts it would 
be. 

Back wenfc l.Albahadiir and the coolies to comp fur 
small tents and food, promising to return os JM*on aa 
pOHaible, and Fiihrer and 1 Btarted. After a typical 
ibojc scroiublu, through rhododendrons and blinh and 
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Biiow, we reached fui ei’idoitty gottd pimte for our 
camp, clear of saow, and with plenty of diy wood tying 
alxmi. So, Jntving left nil our gear, we set oft 
in very light- marching ortlcr for our peak, for tJio doy 
was hot, and iJicre w'lis evidently a good snow gruid 
over the kind of alopt» that an* inotdi tiring: not very 
steep, absolutely safe, and ftlisoJnteJy certain to hokl 
soft snow> 

f hod not yet got my high lungs. If one has to 
acquire sea-legB on Ixiard ship one has equally to 
acquire high Lungs in the mountains. Coua«pioni]y, 
with a bright sun aitd deep »tiOw, hciiig three Btonu 
heavier and three tames a worse walker than Fuhter, 1 
suBertd, and went in rfeeji when tie did not, 

Filhrer has a great faculty for making Harcostic 
remarks wilhout swearing. This is peculiarly annoy¬ 
ing to the hlmvn, eapccially if the remarks arc made 
when one is up to the midd k in snow, oiie flounder¬ 
ing, and then plunges up to the middle with the 
other. Here (tome kiniUy and encouraging ‘ cuss ' 
words would cheer, 1 feoL All snowlictds, however, 
iiavo an ending, and finally wo arrived at the foot of 
the peak, to find the snow in absolutely perfect con¬ 
dition. A very stoep pente, bat only five hundivd feet 
of it. Some link step cuttuig, and some little tee 
work where it was too hard to kick, and we were on 
top, to be repaid a hundredfold. 

The view Wits beyond any wurtla, pcrfecf ly beautiful. 
The one thing that repajTi climbing in the Kinmlayft 
is the grandeur of the views from their peaks. With 
this tlie Atpa cannot compare; tlicy arc nowhere. 
That clay we took in half a dozen Alpine tanges- 
Cloee to ua was one of the moat niiarvellous ar§tc8 1 

a 
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bftvf eii’er seen—^the iiortli nrStc of tbo Solaog 
U’cisshorii, perfectly f liook at Ibe illuo* 

trfttifnf. 

Our own height, about c^htceo thouoaud feet, 
though iKilhing very woiKlerful, was satJafactory m 
tiarly in fbe sciianu, and mich ft bad season st that. 
Wo were, in fact, at ihe junction of the Bam Bangbal 
system wiOi Kulit and Lalioul. W© could so© where 
►Snowy Peak ‘ M ' joined our ridge, for we were on the 
same ridge, But bis heatl unforiiiriately was already 
in tlie clouds, and in front of us lay the great ridge 
dividing Ham Baiiglmf and Cbaniba from loibiiul. 

Btit tlje great aight of nil ictis the woiiderfnlJy 
delioMie arete of tlic Soiling Wowahom. We un¬ 
doubtedly saw tho way to the summit by the east and 
west ridgea, the way that Pnhrer and Lalbahoduf 
suhoe^i]Cutty foJlowed. But alt chances of cltmbiug 
that entraiiciiig arete were gone tn such a season as 
tJie present; ui fact] it came on to snow even then, 
and we had to fly. 

Tlic descent was dangerous, though onJy from the 
point of view of the bad state of the enow, and 
Fitbrer urged us on at our best pace. We made 
our camp at about ten o'clock without mcJdeut, 
having had ft most iutercating and in many ways 
©xcitkig day. 

The excellent Kelt or Sing bod tea waiting and 
breakfast ns well, and the cuotim were seen crossing 
the gkcitT on their way tr> fetch down our camp, but 
we were cheervid by yot another meal brought out to 
meet us bj’ ray wife, who met im a couple of miles 
From camp. 

The folJciwirig day the wcatlior was bad, so w© went 
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ftgatn for a ncmmblc rrmnd after a be^r, o^id as nmal 
without i^uccess. I wim voty JuudouB to see 
but not a mark yet Ijad I swn on the anow, tJiougb 
wo Juu3 beoti to out*of*tlie*wny parta ol tbo vailoy, aiui 
almost from ojie end of it to the oibot. Jfow was our 
time to go to tJio actual end, The |>aa» at. tJio farther 
end was our deatiiiatioii, and when wo told the people 
that we wero going up they were muoli amue<^. 
Tijc pasg was croaW ru'easioiiatly, they said, but 
at this time of year it was inipossibk, and, 
not only iiupoBBibte, it was ludicrous to attempt t« 
croea it. 

One of the best men tliat I saw in Kulu was wxlb ijs; 
strong and lusty—-an ocept.ion, Pow Kidu mt'ii are 
heavily fjuilt; tliey are Gsaally of slight figure, and not 
vfsry welJ^joveiopod limbs. Hut thift man was powci> 
fully built, fljid a vety good earner. He was jtai^ 
ticulorly seomful of our intentions;. Of course, snow 
and ice are not tlio Kulu man’s speciality, lie has no 
proper footgear, to begin with, t-hougli, like all Hima’ 
Jayans, ho can go on voy awkward ground in pumuit 
of game, I was glad this man was wHb us, not that 
1 prided mj-seJI on my own repiitatHiii, but 1 was 
proud of tljftt of my party. 

We hod a very pleasant piunio walk to B«u» 
Kund, rny wife coming with us for some way, and 
again bad a glorious view of tbu route to Snowy 
Peak 'M.' Bui now we had leamt our lesson, 
and these trenirndous snow-slopes were not for us 
this year, 

A camping-groiind was a difficulty, but at last we 
found an outcrop of rock, and cut the snow' away 
from it suffictenlly to place our tenta. Tlie bcighi 
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wsff appmximatd 3 ' thirteen r.tioufmnii five ImniirGd 

Vl'^c were let off easily tbat iitgbt: only <iao 

mnAll rush of elect disturbed oiir sleep ftboiK. 8 p.ui, 
We bait Emproic apd tea about luldiiight, and got 
off at I a.in.—tbat unboly Jtotif ! It was a ydry cold 
moniirtg, with a slight brecse blowing down from 
the pBsn. The easy tnulgc over the east aiiow-alopos 
soon gave way iiciirl-l>reaking frOMU avalancbc 
lichris OH we closed into the pass, a long gully in the 
inniintaiu-aidf. 

'rite avalaxicbe debits was large, the irtterval softish 
snow, and a Lautema Taseablle Excelsior del Clubo 
Alpiiio Italianu does not give a very certain light. 
The angle wa.s also the steepest at wide!) this stuff can 
mtiAtii. At lost a ridge of rocks was reached, which 
led us in compaiAthi’c gondort on to ateep stiow- 
slopes above, though it was a very narrow place. 
Thunce tipw'Arda over steep snow, a little ice, a 
rather av^kwaid traveiac, and linAlty a little bit of 
euttiug landed us on our pasa at 8 A.m., oil very 
mcciy and bright. 

But on the wAy there had been certain incidents. 
That infernal avalanche debris hod been disastrous, 
ami 'when the diml long steep slopes u'ere reached the 
occasional stretches of suow, especially during a long 
tmverae to the main line of the pass, proved to be 
very soft, and in went ike heavy weight ogiaiu and 
again, and off went the aarcastk remarks without the 
cusses. 

‘ A little early* in the season, I think, Major Bruce ? 
^Vliy don't you step more lightly 1' etc., eto. Quite 
right, no doubt, hut 1 did yearn for a good ‘ cuss' 
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ward; it wniilt] liiLvo IjcoTi sn idiacring, iu» I nAJi,11'lafaiti, 
Muanwhilo th^ victim Kotl tianlly hreath to f(ll in iho 
right kiui! af blanks, fl onfr W'Aiita tn tnalcn pcoplt* 
go on, hownvw, tljc biat way ta certainly to make 
them Atigry. My pace pot hotter and betttjr aa 1 
noared the top, A good brraklaBt act me up, and we 
nuido nriatbor point to tbi: nortii, abmjt five hundred 
feet jdgher. 

After Inndi in camp we hod a groat confabutaiion. 
Now, one of the ativaiitages of having no one par- 
ticular object in the cxpodltiou is that pinna can be 
changed without upsetting anything. 

The whole of the Kulu Valley is dominated one 
peak, tjjo Gapham But it ought by no mcatta to enjoy 
such diHtinrlion. It Is in Itadf tnadt^quale to take the 
place of favourite. ’DiidoubtcdJy a fine peak, not lt» 
any a beau i if ill one; stH], even on ita own ridge there is 
one tnore beautiful, and it cannot compare in atnicture 
with the M’eiashom of tim tSolang Valley, ntir with an 
infinite variety of peaks in LakouL Still, them il' la, 
ulwayn looking at one nearly all the way dawn Kulu, 
that long sleeve w'hiob takes no account of its own 
beautiful miiuiutta. 

We bar! already come to the cnuditsion rhat if we 
wanted to leave our mark, or a van loss shnply to atoiid 
well, it was up to us to climb tUu Gaphan; also, on top 
of T.ho Gaphim live^l an attractiveJy vindictive deii^. 
Both Hindus and Mohanuncdniis were agreed Uwt the 
god of the Gaplmn was, so to speak, ' hot stuff/ 
More of him and his exploits wdll be heiutl later on, for 
bo certainly did, tddng it alj ronod, play up to lijs 
FopiiUtion. 

At all evuiits, wc hod to settle irhotlmr, constduring 
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ill® n'colbcr, lintl tbitC tJje Mojiuwa cwuJil not Iks very 
far olT. it vunulil not bn bottar to oros® the head of iJie 
valley int-o X^ltuuJ nml liavo a go nt the Gnplian Vi hilc 
the wcotber might il.ilJ pp!3Siijl5’ tw* propitioim. 

A* the mountain is exactly opposite the end <tf the 
Knlti sleeve, and the depression of the llahtang Pass, 
all clouds passing over the HahUmg naturally settle on 
it, and probably it has more bad iveatLer in its neigh¬ 
bourhood than any other point of Lahoul, 

To the oast the numntains of Spitl, Bashahr and 
Jnmsar Banwar wrre [>ilcd in oniUeas rnasses; to the 
north-east lay Lahoiil and Spiti. 0crcictly to our east 
and near Dcotibi, Pengnri, and Indra Killahi and 
uiuncdiateiy behind tliem fhe fcartome SLigri peak, 
wliilc away iu the distanisa the shadowy outlines of 
various other mountaitia rose line upon line in emliesa 
auecesBion. Biidless in niuubor, variety, and form, 
and without that haidncas usuaUv fjornicctcd with 
very clear vtca's. Signs were not wonting of the usual 
difltiirbancc. 

Behind us to the wcait was the ridge leading to the 
Weisshorn, on which Kiihrcr and Jjiill>abfidttr were 
subBC<iUGnt1y to have some of the hardest expeditious 
of the season. 

To the north of the valley wo could see every inch 
of the route we hoped to make up to snowy peak * M/ 
and how it was connectod with the tnain ridge, fur it 
was evident from here tliat it jutted off fTf>in the 
tiutiii ridge, and w'os conneetod by a narrow snow 
arilte. 

' A long oxpoditioa,* said FQhror, ' but it will 
oirtainly go.* 

After an hour's wait on top, which we immensely 


THE SOLANG VALLEY 

enloycd, wo Lun)«<f down, hoping thut wc shcntld ftnd 
our coiup fixwl up ftiitl ft cup of left ready for tia on 
ftirivaL Now* ivlioiovcr b«t at other ft oiip 
of hot t<*ft in the betsi Uuiig of all to lie taken at onco 
after coming off ft motintoiiii Uicn n few ttiomeuln re* 
floction, ami ijioii other food* 

A couple of hourB* ilonwJer bnnight u» to the jgite, 
but not ft sigii of the men. IV c collected our apare kit, 
and hftd ft bieouitor two, when down came Iho after* 
noon atorm in ijarticularly violent form. VV^e aimply 
bad to flee for refuge, and luckily down ft steep wiow- 
gully found ft fliiuill cav'c. After tin hoar and a half 
wo heard fllionts from l»etow, ftjid sftw Ltdbtdtiiflur, who 
hml tieeu induced to bring the coolies by whivt tJi^ 
mnintftiiiMi to be a short cut or rather an easier tvay* 
Ijifttcftd of w'hioh, to teach us involved their cmadlug 
some difflcitlt enow-alopea, and the weather was bod^ 
there wiis no mistake uliout thul. Einuily, however, 
they were all collected tintl camp pitched. 

We Lad seen exactly what we wanted to do on the 
following dayt on exploration up the j^ncicr towanls 
liio pea^ cutting ub oil from the Weirahorn. and If 
pcffisible lo make a pass on this ridge, so as to got 
cither a view of the WeLsshom itself or of ft mute to 
the great ftiiowfield which must lead to the Tidge. 

Wlien we hod sett lei down the t'-ooliea were de- 
flpatched, with the exception of my Gurkhn senatit 
Echar Sing, who hml conie up with them, and on 
whose culinary min^trations we chiefly depended for 
our tiourwlinieiii, A goo<l travelling stn ant is the 
grefttest iiuon jmiiiuble in the fliinalaya. This par* 
tbulur one, ft Gurung by tribe, from tlafjeeliug, has 
bad targe experience. 


4(1 


KVW AND 

III? liQji travolIwJ ui Durmjtlj, (Leucc wliii our pj£- 
l>(Mlf(inri to IJiiiTisjif fLS Horvunt to an ofTicer* Ho 
nc{^m[mn]{x! Mr, Murnni, Dr. I/ingi^talT, nnd niyscH 
through port of Gorliwal, and aften^artlf) waa our 
factotum in Kaubtuir and KagTitui. 8inoe tiien he 
lijis liocn with Atr< Mcado ou his fixat at tempt on 
Kamet, and ia, hcsidi», a very good goer luiriaclf. 
CouBeqnmitly we eoon hod m’eiiythmg in order, 
imd a hot meat reoily. The stonu, too. soon sub- 
Bided. 

* Up very early/ aaid FShrer; * we start not later 
than one.* 

Now, otic of tJ)C greatcBt Aaseta for a ttoldJcr to 
poesess or acquire is the hahit of rising at any mornoiit 
(»f the uigiit, hut it hi A Itomblv hohit, And to cre«t> 
out of a tent into the breezy night air after a long day, 
having had pEobahly ouiy four nr Eve houra eJoep, and 
into a pair of partially frtiBen luKita takc6 a bit of reso¬ 
lution. However, with the nionntaitis iu tticir present 
condition it was llio only chance. So, after a drink of 
hot tea and Eniprote—Air. Eustoce Miicc' mcompnr- 
u hie prepara i ion ~wo w ore off. Em proto w as our bes t 
friend throughout the expedition. 1 personally eat 
and drink anything, but I have never taken aiiy form 
of food which seems to me so suitable for the iiiouu- 
tains, and especially for very high mountains and liigh 
camps. 

We used it continually on all our expeditioM, and 
though incessant and orduona cliinba were occoiU' 
pliahciJ, none of the party suifend from either 
BiuliuK'ss or mountain sickness. 

It is above Dverythhig eminently digostiLk, veiy 
qimkly nourish^, nnd b muet Buntoimng. Pereuually, 
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1 cau ttisiily to mijvti lortilied hy its use on 
many occasions. 

A long tramp of a couple of Jjouni brought us on to 
an upper anowfidt] iliractly unUtT our ridge, atnl at 
3 a.m. fre hud a littio breakfast and then tackled the 
very steep snow-covccod ice fall, whiuli IlhI to the 
upper aiiowfiekls liie^lhig to our pass, 

I itnogine tliat later in the year it would be very 
diBinuIt, if not imjioefitble, to get tlirough such ninsses, 
but except for a spxixkkling of fresh snow llic surface 
WAS uj good condition. Over avaLuicbe d^bria for i^n 
hour, at the steqirat angle, a most wearying perfotra* 
once, and then a veiy steep peiito of snow, which, to 
our disgust, Ix^n to get soft as we descended, until 
we fouml ouiselvea Hinkiiig in tineenicep. Thin wan 
desperately hard work; but it was getting light at last, 
which is always cumfortiiig. StiU, it was very cokl to 
the feet. We were now ut a height of sixteen thou¬ 
sand feet approxiujately, very possibly more, as our 
FiniLri peak of yesterday was well below u.h. 

The slopes gnu!ually eased, and we found ourselves 
on a email plateau between two unnanied peaks, but 
cut off from, their ridge by a very oouaklcrabb sclmuKl, 
and the snow deep and sofu 
It woa an awkward place, and after one at tempt we 
But down And bod some f<MKl. The pass waa evidently 
an hour further on, possibly more, cuuaiduring the 
staU; of the snow, Clouda were coming up font, and 
had » swirly, angry look, also it woe gvttijig eompara- 
lively late, nm) those nasty slopes below, witii tlie very 
steep sezacs and banks, that hung above our track, 
gave us pause. 

Wliub it actually bii|(puj to snow ! came Ut a 
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and 'Biick, aiid quick about it!' vraa ibu 
word. 1 tiiitik t wQs right. It n’as on^ an cxplomig 
clitnb, and getting tlnwugb the steep stuff among 
the scracs gnvn us plenty to do, wpeeially with 
FiLhrer'a ' Hnny, burry!’ over the exposed parts, 
where 1 wnf, at any rale, ainking half-way up tuy thigh 
every other step. 

However, noMiing artuaUy did move on our descent, 
and we were pretty noon out of all danger. Tlien 
flump, flump over the enowfieid until we reached the 
old «)ow, wbicb led ua in rapid deacont to our camp: 
down which descent we were aide to get sonte good 
glissados, a very pleasant mode ol pregxcasion for 
weaty m<nu 

tills time the pot of tea was ready, and nUo soup, 
and every luxury of the season, and after a good real 
we ataried off for our main camp at our tliacli, very 
pleased witli oiir time out—the first bit of mountaiii- 
coring we hod hod. \fe got into camp at @ p.m. to 
find more pots of tea ready in response to our warning 
yelis. 

Tile next day I received my first tlireat from tiic 
gods, I was told thot m long as we went into the high 
hiila so Jong would the bml weallnu* last, and that it 
was affecting the villagere, as rho rain prtn'cnted their 
mops from ripeniiig. 

It WHS niy ignoranco t]ml did iL, of cinirso. I did 
not know the right steps to take, and I humbly npolo- 
gised to fhe gcKls, the vilkgcrs, and, almve all, to 
riihref, for the iinnecessary trouble my ignorunce 
caused. I wa.s afterwards told that what I should 
havo done was to liavo sacrificed & red goat to the 
presiiling deity of tbo valtoy, Jogri, to wit, who sent 
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me Uie LAter, becjmise we did imt dtiawt 

ftuni our Dusliiuglit on Iiis rnstuesa, I fecoived ODtitLu- 
mcesage, wernuig me Ihat if we riiil not elop other aitd 
wot^ things would hajipcn to me peraoiielly. ThU 
turned out to bo true, hut not at tiio honils of old 
mail Jogrt; it woe iliroitg^ another doUj% who also had 
a grudge Aguinist me. 

The Rulu gixia are mnumerable, male and female, 
and apparently live in mountains, b trees, and in 
fitreatna—one never knows where one may not run 
njMui tliem. Tliey are, of course, the relicie of ancient 
demnn worship, although 1 bdievo the Bmhmba 
have given out that they arc all really mcaruatious of 
cither Parvatti or Molideo, orthodox fliiuJu deities. 

Every ^ alliiy and village has its god, and they ore 
rcganiwl almost os if they were big Iminon bcbgs— 
and living ones. They, in fact, own property, and 
occastonalJy have lawsuits about it, 

TJie people certabiy believe in iheir preaeut exists 
cnee amongst them.—a quite genuine belief. Tiiey 
cveu go ao for os to get their gods ptimslicd if ncccs^' 
sory. Only eoiue few years ago, on account of a 
drought, they brought seveml of their gods in to 
inten'iew the Aasiatont Coiumbaioner of Kulu, and 
implored him to shut tliem up b the police lock-up 
until ihey behaved thciiiselves better and prixluced 
mb. Well, three days inter tJm min came in dviugm. 
There is no dealing with occnTTcneca of that kind. To 
the people the rain wus a puefeetiy natural result of 
their action. 

So convtucod oro the Eulu people of the existence 
of their deities that tliey wonhl not oven quote such 
an bcident 03 a proof. The wiahea of the gods am 
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made known by thmr special attxmdsnts or ' obetiu^'' 
who fHiComo [>osa(!^ed, aud tkeu acb as rlie moutli' 
pioce of the or gixld*^ TJxtrc. is no questiDiiitig 
ibe genuinenass of (he lit of the chela. Self^hypno- 
tiatn, nodouUi^ hut itol hypocriay, lie works himself 
up into a fit, euk] is to all iutents aud pijqmeea ab- 
notnmL But wJiatever ho says, lie himself believes 
in his poesession by his deity. There may lie occa¬ 
sional impostmes, but as a general nile it is all 
intensely believed in. 1 ahotild imagine the EuJu 
people to l>e the moat euperetitiDUE in the Ilimalaya. 
Also, ns far as 1 could make out, the MohamniGdan 
of Kulu, a degenerate MuRsaljnan, though he prof 
temk to be shocked, really belicvea ui the etietence 
of ail tlieee goils aud gTsltlesscs, alLliough bo classes 
tbero as demofis- Certainly, when later on we went 
to the Gapban beyond tlie Kali tang Pass, we were 
warned to beware of the demon or god of the Gaphan, 
as he was very vindictive. And this warning was 
given by AluHsalniaiis as ivell as by Hindus, 

After oiir last cliiiib we look a troiiple of duys' rwt, 
erteept ftir a longinb w-nlk up one of the ridg)es to the 
north to exoinino a most attractive bit of country, 
and bad a eboec after on old black bear who went 
galumphing acroea the ridge iu front of us. After 
much diiwiission w'e arrived at the condnsitm timt 
we would go down to Miinali, nuike out a sumII 
expedition, and—hurrah I another change of plon-^ 
itiuke u rush iiito %itj, atid retuni via tho Uomtu, 
and visit Deotibi, 

ficto was A Urst-class boulsv^sem^ni of every tiling, 
and that is what 1 really do enjoy. 

At lighining speed we sent off several ipedol 
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envoys with lett/Srfi to tJie Ttabnr of Lahoul by wiuch 
to amngo*our transport, Morns wnnt (town to Mfltmli 
to procure oooIioB for our spccisf camp, and niovc ns 
down, Tlicn, quite cheered by the proepcset of some* 
tbinff now and uoespeeted, we walked down to MoneJt 
to settle my wife into her camp, as she would stay 
there during our rough-and-ready tiish into Lahoul. 

* No mere Gaphans/ wc said; ‘ woTl ho o/f on the 
rough road to Loam in Spiti.’ It was a cose again of 
man ptopcaing. Stilt, our jaurney to Kokaar via the 
Rati tang Fuss was quite detightful. The head of the 
Kulii ValJ^ cannot be thus brielly dismissed. In 
ite smiling way it is a gem. 


CILAPTIIE IV 
FIRST VISIT TO LAHOUL 

Acteb Soliuig, witli its light, camp, the Dok baiigalim 
at Monnli, larg«r tents (one ctui fcanllv say lafgo, aecing 
that OUT biggest was only eighty pounds), and fine, 
Epresifiiig dendar^troea were (jitite civilised. MaimLi, 
or, to spent quite correctly, Dana, was not yet hot 
except in Ute middle of Uicday, but its special plague 
of flicsj of all kinds hnd begno. Wo gave more 
thought to our project, and wiito q^uito convinced 
tfiAiour best chance of seeing Spiti in good condition 
was to do it at once, especially a« FuLrer wished to 
get hack to Europe in time to lay in the winter 
sports stock for Ids shop. 

To delay going to Spiti until the autumn would 
Imvo meant going there njojic, as Todd's leave. I 
knew, would not run to it, and 1 was very anxious 
to do a goofJ peak and get a gx>d view of Uic couutiy. 
Spiti is a distinctiy difficult countiy to travd in, 
owiitg to the trouble in gettiug supplies ol any sort:. 
Bixeept for the Gaddi ahephertls, who con sell sheep, 
one con count on no impplies, so that, coupled with 
the long distances to he travemed, one has to cany 
food for coolies os well as for tlie party itself. 

We hod dctcrmiiied to cross over the Kahlung Pass, 
before mentioned, and doBcend to Koksor on the 
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Lahoui wdo to meet our eorriew, iti orttei to recoil* 
noitie tUo Gnphon Agiuiust utir fbiiit orielmigbt, \Ve 
Jiiul pbiinnl to be away A fortnight, and then to 
rotuni fo Kiilti vift the FlAinta P^aaa and Hamta 
Valley^ and apeml A good week with Dootibi and 
Indra Kdl'*h and Pengurl, The eourcce of the Beas 
Hrver in the tower Bahijuig ore quite beau tiful Tlie 
gorge of the Bona holow the reat-honac of Bahfa 
would AttrACt Attention in any country. It ia a riiih 
and nmiliiig outtuok, of a North ItAliftn type, very 
heavy, rich (K^touring. and bold, finely shaped rntfun* 
taina, 

The scaIo ia large, but much more Alpine than 
Ulmalayan in cluiractor. The FCalitang itself 
is crotLs^ by an excellent path, fit for riiiing aufl mtilo 
transport; and if tho roadway mere a little umoothar, 
it would almoat be poaaiblo to pull a riok&hnw over 
it when the anow is once off. 

Of course, os early aa June 3I<— the duj we crossed 
It —there was stUl a great deal of snow, and the level 
top was a snowfield wliich appcftred—so thick was 
it—as if it must be a pcnaAneiicy. 

TJie road was ortiwded with Bhatia and Lahout 
traders, and with ahephenls and their fii>oks moving 
to the Bumniar groxiug-grouiids, and tlie track was 
in most places b^ton liard. 

It, is a bng puli from lUlita to the top of the pass 
of some five thousand feet; but, hictdty, one can find 
verj- pleasant short enta, which iinmcnsely rcUeve 
iJie monotony of trailing round sig-xogs. 

The pass lias a ainister reputation. It is at the 
very hei^ of the long sleeve of the £utu V'alSey, and 
bi also rather a windtrap m itaeU, and 1 eon quite 
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hnagnip that anyone cnnght in Iioti wenther v«ry 
oturly ur bte lu Uio you woukl be likely to linve n 
voy bail time imlwl, Bui after early mnunrr 
until r]uite the antiimn there » nothing bo afmid 
of. We were tokl that it ts iietunlly ilangemiia io Ite 
on the later than ten o'clock, on aecwuut of 
the teiribte winrfH whwjb always got up at mkJday, 
but my own experience of the pass and the babita 
of the natives sliow' thia idea to be (jiiite ^tnneona. 
The natives etna at any time of the day, and, except 
early and late in tJie year, when, naturally, a etom> 
blowing acroflU a nanow ridge b dangPioua, there b 
no dauger at all—iiardty tnore so than on Brighton 
I’mr. It b certAinty a much Imb datigrmun paoA 
than the Burxil* in bad wi'iither, aa the o[ien and 
c3qH»«l port at the top ia very iimcli ahorter. 

lufurmatian in Kulu ia always exaggeraU'd. There 
havo boon, of course, many deaths no this pom ol 
peopla caught when tiyitig to force their way over tn 
bad weather, but ibis bappctis iti near^ every pais 
in all mouDtainoui oonntrica which on so aituattd. 

We had rather a dbapjitiintment on the top of the 
puss. As usual, after midday, clouds came up, and 
we only had a taste of what wo might expect; for 
tiiuiigh the iomicuse ooilectiun of tops of ridgcsi 
ice foi'ca, and the ends of glaciers that wo saw 
were striking, they only added to that disappoint^ 
ment. 

The Gaphan itself, which we wished to reconnaitre, 
was a mass of efauti However, we were not disap¬ 
pointed in other ways, i know of no greater iwU' 
trast iu any other port of the Huualaya that 1 have 
* Oa iltA i^ilgh-Kaitiinir road. 
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been iii iIiad thi»t whkli (htj nurtji iwd jH>utb suli^ 
of Nip llnhtaDg piVMUita. The face of tbi‘ oOLintjy, 
the gcnGTal appcanjuco* Urn and duuwjtci 

uf tlio people, tn'erytlilug bua changed* In the 
iihorl apace of a olliarp niomLig's walk, one wufkl 
ia left for anoNier. ITie ricldj wooded OJid grasey 
hiUajdee of Kulu atop ohort—I woe going to nay 
’ iMiug,' Olid ihut realty expreoBOs it—then ouo 
jumps down the olJiiin' stdo, and lands almtot Id 
Tibet ; ni^t tjuite, for it b not quite so Imm as Imo 
Ttli«ii Niough St the fiiat glance it seems to bo 
alfsolutoiy treeless. 

Tibetan encampments ore seen ovotywIiL'ro, in' 
stood of ibe pjotimaqua BwEsa-like rillogos of Kulu— 
Oil cntlitily diiTerent sl^lc of building. Flat, Hquare 
liotua, geiterally whitewoshed, many greupod tn- 
gother. and built' in a inanner wlueb tells its own Uls 
St ouect. Ail the ujKuiings to dm house am on tbo 
sariio side; and surely few valleys con be wddor tbau 
the valley «d llic Clmndra River in tbo winter. 

The descent from tbo Itabtang t.) iho stuall banga" 
ktw of Ktiksor is about three thousand two hundred 
feet—from tbirtecn thousand four hundrod to tea 
tboujond two Iniudred feet uppruxinutiely. In Jnno 
it is nearly all iinow'slupefl; later on in iJie year there 
is hardly a vostigo of snow on the {lass. 

Wo b^ a gimi time Hylug down, and fuund msiiy 
convoniuit littJo gfissatles. The weather broke just 
OS wo gut to iJje litlte biuigntow, but wo were pretty 
juKUi tibniforiabliji, li was asentbby litilvaboilc, but 
wo were very g?od of it, for the regular Koksor wind 
was blowing, and even in June it can bo er>kb Roksai; 
is the highest Itdisbltod part of the Chandra V'alley. 
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The ciiiitrict. of Lahoul is Uuftmiid by two liveiw—^the 
OtLiiidm aiiid lIio Bbaga, l>otb risnig to the 

BAmhicJijt Piiss on the main road to LfuJakii. Tlieiico 
thiy are divided by the great mass of tbe Central 
Ltihoiil Ilimuluysn group whidt tliey enclose oml 
iiiinlly meet mdi other to the we^t, aiid a sliorl. 
disLauce are luiown tui the Chaudra-ljliagha; and 
fihortly altunvanlj;, vrli<Ui In Cliamfia terrllory^ hliissoni 
into the Chenaij, one of the five great rivets of the 
ranjaU. 

We had a tcgtiJur * Innntsliu ' soon after rnir ortivaL 
The headmen of iho village appeared, and we had a 
coti fa Im lation relatti ig (u our trip to Spl ti. Our k tt ers 
Lad gone on, they said, and tbo coolies would probably 
arrive in Ibroci days' time. At first that was an upset, 
as otir time was ^'el 7 short. were ('.ountiiig on our 
match with tlie Monsoon. We burl to rush 8piti, and 
then get l>ack' in time to fiitiab our exploration lit the 
Uornia, and then move the baso'eamp over the 
Itnbiang before we got caught by the first rush of the 
Mousuoin HowCTOr, the weather was so unsettled 
that felt we ought immcdiatelv to have a look at 
Uie Gaphan itself, and not merely to recounoitre it 
from (list-ant- points, and we bad three days in hand- 
As iieual, Eulu tJifomiarioii bajU that bad weather 
seJdom o)' never crosses the Rah tang, and that Lahoul 
w'as a practically rainless country^ and here was our 
first view of the Lahoul mountains with evident anow- 
stonns driving across thorn. 

I, for one, w a* very keen to sec the Gaphan at cIobo 
quartern, so the nest day PuLrer, with his ey^e glued 
ri» a rock peak, one of the Gapbaii's nephews— 
as usual with iicphews, separated by a goodiidi gup— 
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FuJjror, roysflf, ami lAlUtUiiuiiir, went for a recon- 
PCiitriiig fxpe^Htion. 

A very mtenastiug dny it was, too. First we paeaed 
tiic quaint iJltle Koksar moiinatcry, Imilt. in u cnvo 
above the village, with great clilla rising bohind it— 
most quaint 1« leok at, ikhI really vfr>’ ecnaibly btiilt, 
im it niual get fine pro lection frotn the winter winds* 
It is all broiklth, though, and very Uttja depths and 
must bo rather a narrow abo<lo, 

Our way was shown ub up » sheep-truck into the 
Dampliu Vnlley—a very steep bit of ellFy hillside 
cutting us off from the uuiiu valley, which l» in iloeU 
flat, but aonic fifteen hundred feet above the Clhandra 
Rtvor, The outlet of ihi streoru was through a really 
very fine and deeply cut goi'go- 

Fiihrer said, ' It's sure to be full of snow, In^t us 
try tip tfiere ;* and a very fine actamblc we Lad iuto 
the bargain. The whole gorge was full of avalanche 
snow, ’iAliete it hod tumbled over the waterfalls, it 
afforded quite joUy Utile hits of snow-work, and a 
considerubb amount of step-cutting in plooea; but 
generally a kbk with the boot was suffident for a step, 
and wo rapidly emerged into the upper valley, sflil 
at this time of the your full of \diitcr avalatiche snow. 

The sides of the valley arc very steep. There are 
tmtutum*: bids of snow formed in it, but the banks on 
both sides were dear in placos, and alter a couple of 
hauts’ ivaik up the valley we turned up to a point 
of vantage—Fithror with a notion of climbing to a 
small rock [wak fionie three thousand feet above us, 
aiul t quite determined tliat I would do nothing of 
the kind. However, wo got to a little knob at about 
fourteen thousand fect, from whence wo could see 
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tliD wliole wad wltere we spent» pleanont 

and c<nufaTiijig Lotii over Ituich. 

I then rpinorkecl that, a* tlie Gaplitui was wliat we 
wer^J aiinuig at, and that we bad to go back and ntoJce 
OUT anmigetucntfl lor the n«2ii day, and seeing that 
[ bad only one pair uf one kg a doubtful 
quantity^ 1 was for bomo ' o/io time,' Wo hud, 
litiwcver, flcon the whole of the upper poi't of the 
valley, and it was estraortlinarily fijie^many poidcs, 
a ccrolo at the cud, ami some really beautiful steep 
Know faces heading the valley. 

The Giqhun is on niddeut ijj this great niuuutain 
m offM —u very fine inrklent, certainly, bni only an 
inddeut. Beyond bhu on the ridge there scomed to be 
a peak higher and of inhuitely 6ncr lines, but I do 
not mind uonfeseing that great uiow peaks aud suow 
fotscs probably appeal to me with undue force. The 
QapliAM suuub well up in the air, and tooka over the 
Kahtang Foss right down the luugtli of EuJu, and 
therefore docs itself full justice — daunts itself, one 
might almost say—while other equally and more 
desert'ing peaks modestly hide their heads in the 
background, 

A couple of hours’ glissading and trotting down 
Know-slopes found us l>ack again in the main volley 
of the Chandra. Thu scranihk down the gorge ivao 
oven pleasanter than the ascent. It certainiy w'us 
quite an interesting Little walk, and impressive. 
Also, a] t110 Ugh till- gorge iteeli whs in nhude, the upper 
bank-s wem hot and wo hod to slip along, us great, 
lumps of fronen enow occasion ally brokf off. 

On our return to our funny little bungalow, the 
villogo authoriiica were assembled, and arrangements 
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w'erp made foi our pKirtciH to accompfliiy net for ut 
laont two iiiglifn itp tho valley. Tliey duly arrived 
tlio next moming, ft dirty and cheery mixed crowd 
of mini ftJitl women. No diffiotilty or diEcunaiont but 
n good deni of nlinll. 

We were a little Into in starting, no doubt, but that 
was of nniftU coiuteqiiencc except fmni tlic point of 
view of warmtli; for the ovn-trinche snow in tbo 
vftUey was firm and {jrjod and well pressed togetlier, 
and there was no dilliculty in getting np the gorge; 
indeed, the porters, bo lb men and women, carried 
tJioir loads with ease up our steps of the day before, 
one or tw'o piaces, awkward for laden 
penplfl, witlioiit trouble. 

By two o'clock we liml arrived ut a suitable bank 
directly below the main GaphiWi ridge, approxi¬ 
mately tbirteen thouRaiid five hundred feet above 
the sea, and fairly clear of anow, Evnryojip wiia 
pnimpt-ly ilGflpatched for firewood, or rather scrub. 
We hod heard that this valley iistuilly held ibex, 
rspetiiftlly liefore the flocks of sheep and gonla 
arrived, but not a mark could we find, and no sigris 
anywliGio o( ibex ewsaing die snow-beds. Alto¬ 
gether [ was beginning to lose faith Jii Lahotil as a 
s|jonmg centre. The gracing was ample and excel- 
Ifliit, and the ground and surroundings tliorouglily 
typical, but not a mark, even of a travriling animal, 
was to iw scflu. 

That afternoon and twening wirJi unr glosses we 
exanimoi] our route to the main rklge, a inigb^ long 
way above uo, aiiil well smotlicrud In snow; and for 
once the weather in the afternoon was not ao |>a£]. 

* We unist fjc oil at twelve—'midnigliL,' said Fiibrer; 
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and. in tnitli, tlio bank was long, and Jlie tipper part 
from wliere we were camped, particularly 
Btcop; also (lie ridge leading i:<» tho Oaplian itself 
began to reveal ita real length. 

There b one great point in Htnmiayan cltnihing, 
mid. III fact, in all dim lung from a git«: if one lias 
mi early siart., one can at least get to bed earh-. 
Hot soup and bed before dark b the proper pro- 
cedtire. 

Fiilircr looked out at 11.30, and reported badly of 
the weather; hut an hour Later it cleared, and by 
J a.in. we were wfjl on mir w‘ay, Fillirer had not 
been over and ahovc tvcII, but declarwl liitnseU fit 
to atari. The nioming woe verj sLarj), but now the 
weatJicr waa prombing, and everytJiiiig was in oui 
favour; tho anow in excellent condition and not too 
and wo made considerable progroas. After 
about two houm it became apjiarent tit at Fulxter 
was not himself, though full of hope that bo would 
get liotter with axeTDioe. By 3.^ the angle of 
ascent was most aeceutuated, Some old avalanche 
tracks, filled with dobria, hiul to be crosactl, some 
rock scrambles to be negotiated, and by 4,30 we were 
on the very steep slopes that Iwl to tho main ridge. 
Here a tm^'ereo acrusB very steep snow*slopc3 had 
to be made, and, alas t tiie snow woa in by no means 
ns good condition as lower down, and maiic me rafJier 
doubtful of what our descent would lie like. It waa 
most labociotis for a few yards—hard and firm snow 
surfaces, and iben a patch of most treacherous stuff, 
h-ttijig one in aimost, to the thigluk Ffihrer, who n'oe 
Icmling, hod a very aevero time, and it was eviilont 
that he was not at nil fit. llie work was harder than 
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on t.!io BaTfi Ennghal Posf, tho snow more* tTeachwonmj 
the angle stetipcr, wnl Ihn nititmlo very cojiflitlcr- 
able. By G fl.m. we iiftrl rom:li£yi nbnnt seventeen 
thousand feet, ntiri fl tmvejrac acroas n vciy steep 
gplJy cvwIontJy to A litllc vsUon. wKicIi would 
tftko us in aaftjty and coniparutJvo comfort to ilio 
ridge. 

Half an hour's ntruggto took us acroaa thia guHy to 
the shelter of snme oTcrhariglng rovka, where we 
enjoyc<l some well-came*! rest, nnd tlienoc to iho 
top. A Btiil nnow ^id finally laikiod us on easy 
slopes of hard'frozen snow, leading diroot to the ridgif, 
w'hidi we attained at 6.30 a.En. The lioight was 
Approxinuitely eighteen iboiiAond feet. 

The fina! ridge of the Caphan towered appariffitly 
directly above tts, but, as was subwiuontly proved 
by Puhrer and Lalhahaditr, It is a moat deceptive 
moimtolD. 

The work had Iwon of a most lahorions chameter 
and Fuhrer was dceideiUy iinwdL He was not 
auflering front mountain aickness in its onlinaty form, 
but from tJie effects of very Itard ivork anti high 
altitudes when he was not really in a fit state to 
encounter them. Tlicie is no getting away from alti¬ 
tude, If one is perfectly fit. it Las but little elfect, 
but let anvUiiog be even a little wrong, and it finds 
one out at once. Tliw was iJie only occasion on winch 
Fiihrcr wm nnwdl Jit all, or in any way buvmvctiieiircd 
bv the hoight. It hanlly ufiected film later even 
when doing very bftr'l w'ork. 

The view from out tidge afisolutflly paid luwk nil 
the labr^ur we had bail to rejieb it, and ilie sight of 
the central Labeul nwnntoiiis was glnrious. On onr 
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own rirfgp Btu! fncing «n was tJie fine snow jisak lliftt 
1 have before nientionefl. ontl fo the south-west Uifi 
very imposing ridg*? of Uie Gaphati ii.self, apparently 
extremelj steep, and, as it seemed to me, u day's 
work in itself. 

SulKU^linntlj, wlieii Fiiliror and Ijalbahadur mads 
tlteir.second atiempt, it. was not the etespneas wliich 
dslayod them, lint the cxtraordinaiy windinj^ of the 
ridge leailfog to it. now hidden from iia at our halting- 
place. 

Tliia maas of central Lahoul, all beautiful, and 
apparently unnamed, is a perfect centre for unam¬ 
bitious mountodiicertng, supplying innumemhlc paaJiS 
and climbs, but on a Swbs scale—that is, with raganl 
to glaciers and valley beds, ft is only ty{ucally 
Hunalayan from the point of view of its height above 
tlic aea, 

\Ve had a most auccessfui dcscejit, enlivened by 
one rather startling episode. Lalbahadur is an ex- 
Gcllcnt walker, qtiite firm and tcuatworthy on rocks, 
bnt for some reason moat doubtful on snow, wdiether 
from corelcssnesa, which is piobabtc^ or from some 
inability to walk in snow or icc steps, I do not know, 
but the fact remains. Later on he managed to hurt 
himself a lilt, which did him a deal of good. 

At any rate, on our descent, CToasing the steep and 
aw'tcwarJ gully, wbioh I have before mentionetl, at 
tlic very steep^t part, ho came out of hia steps with 
a bang; and when we Lad hauled him up again and 
^it him into other ones, T gave a little pull oti the 
rope to ace that all was firm, and it promptly came 
oir IiiiiIt 

If tliiff hajJ occurred two yards sooner he would have 
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hftH a niosrt tumble; onfl, tiinu^h pmbubly 

lie would not lutvc been killod, os tbo &iic*w umun) of! 
two bundled feet tower, be would have been pretty 
bndty knockoH aboiit^ Luckily, iier^'ousncss boct not 
anything to do wJib bia babJt, and be ooon lied Utm- 
ealf up again, and on w'o w'cnt at our liest pace, aa 
the suii was on tbo ridge nlmve ua. aud littio bita of 
comice, bug icjcleo, etc., nugbt very nhortlj bo 
expected lo Jititit iia dowu that face. 

The descent was distinctly uctug. Whuu ibe unglo 
eased a bit, the snow got. very soft in places, but 
necessity obliged a gomt pace, and the shelter 
offordml by a rib of rocks some two iJmuaaud foot 
from tbo summit took us out of Iho line of fire, 
attliougli just OB we attaiuod this shelter some big 
lumps from tJie conucNi> took a belated shot at us, 

Iinllmhadur kept up his record, spraining a thumb 
on one occasion and breaking one of the Thurtnos 
liottJps on another. 

We gained onr Irttlo camp at 10.30 a.m-. Fiitirer 
VPiy sorry for himself, but pleaae<] witli bis perforro- 
All CO. Tea and a h at- meal did us all gcoij, nm 1 anotb er 
liour'a tramp found us back in Koksar, with the 
woatbor, oa iisuaE, boginning to break up. Wo found 
that rmr men for Spiti had arrbrerU also a gale or two. 
So wo took c<>unBa] together. The weather was moat 
threatening, and the appnuidi of the reel rains could 
not be far distant, 1 w'aa very anxious ti* explore 
witli Fiihrer Dcotibi and [ndm Killali at the hcail «f 
the llamto 

If w'c travelled to Spiti and Lock l.bcre seemed no 
ebonce of going there, especially with such bad 
weather ns wi' were ooncinualty experiencing, so J 
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propoftai to cioflfl tbe Hunitd Paas to the foot of 
Deotibi and to tocklo that gwup immediately, putting 
off my trip t(* Spitl until fJie autumn. Tliis ttiovo waa 
f]uite popular witlt tUe porters oa gi\'ing them numb 
less work. 

Ttie Bojct dsT we followed tlie left i>ouk of tbe 
Chandra Kiver'uji to old Koksar, a very pleasant 
march, over broken banks, arid passing many 
flocks of alieeii wilh their piotiiresquo Gaddi 
tdiephetda. 

At old Koksar wo made a very comfortable little 
camp on gra-sa slopes, and also made friends with an 
clderfy (Jatldi wjio was cnoampefl tJicre, and who gave 
tis a good deal of information abotit his flocks ami his 
per^rbtatioTtSi Us was a very wdl-tO’do mail] and 
did not remain the whole season ^vith his 8beep, 
emptoving sliepbertls to took after them for him. He 
was gretib on grasses of all sorts, and very fiietidly and 
interesting. 

Tho bine grass of Lahoul certainly seems to fatten 
sheep woEtderfttlly, and, if you can believe him, ilio old 
Gaddi insisted that the grass of the Lingti Plains was 
even bet ter. When 1 asked him why be did not take 
his Hocks there, he replied that they ail ate so much 
tliat they died on tiio rood of a surfeit; in fact, got so 
fat that it killed them to walk I 

The weather was gelling ivorse and worse, and we 
looked with mwgivinga at tin? hanks of clouds ou the 
hills to the south and over the Rahtang, espeefiog 
a biul walk the tvext day over the Ilamta Pass, nor 
were we disappointed^ for though it was not actually 
raining in the morning wlion we left comp, the clouds 
soon began to descend ominously, and before we bmi 
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been on the march two hours wo wpro in thick, 
flri\nng a now. 

Our men knew the road pcrfort.l)’ well, and fnr the 
first fifteen Iiantlrwl feet ont of the Chandra River, the 
approach to the pass, is tip on easy ralley, no doubt 
VPiy pipoaant walking in fine weathet, but quite the 
contrary in the driving snow, which was espeetally 
annoying, os what muat evidently be a t'cry fine view 
*t tho head of the valley was completely blott«j ont. 

At one o’^clock we ballet,! for Inmib at tlio fool of the 
rise to tlio pnos ttaelf, a very idtarp pull of fiftiHtn 
hundred feet, elilnfly up grass slopes, with about five 
bundred feet of easy but steep snow Ui tbo to|]^ 

Wfl found a foot of fresh anow, rapidly deejnming 
as wa approaobed the upper slopes. The final five 
btindrcd feet bod to be treated with core, as (iie angle 
w'rts steep and the snow very deep, 

Fuiirer found a liUlc ridgo, which finally brought 
him out above the posa, but which ofiorad no risk of 
fitnrting the fresh snow sliding. It was quite n 
lalmrimm little scrambte, which shows iiow easily 
oven the simplest places may be changed in bad 
weather. 

We found some Bbotiaa ori the paw, with a few 
evidently show goats, and they were shortly joined by 
some Kiilu men employefl by native ofiicjala. How¬ 
ever, our path, or rather staircase, up r!ie lit tle ridge 
dill out fill them witli confidence, and filmy alt tumefi 
Imck. The dcscpjit was over the easiest posaibie 
slopes for sm'cral miles to the toji of the llauLta 
Valley, oud despite Luiercsting surroundings, must bo 
a dreary pull up, even in fine weather. 

The snow soon tiimod to rain, and w'e were a most 
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tietTmgglfd mw whuji at ft (t.m. wc ftrfiv<H| at IJio 
(fwat ovothatiging rmifcs at ^ika; wliero, howcwr 
we apeeJily made minselves coiufortabte, 

Chika ta a really beantifnl spot. A true ftlp, with 
fine furttfit—^tlie hirdi foresti one of (Iie most pietijr- 
esqnr* 14»m remember. 

TIjo Ctiika camp itself, or rether, pjte. was under nn 
immense oirerliarigij^g rook, over whidi water trieklctl, 
but ao far out tliat our vory conaidcrablo oamp of 
\\'li)rn'ipot tents retnained quite dry, ibougii wo lisd to 
bolt tlirougb die Uttle waterfalls to get out of it. 

That evening'’^ confubulatioii resulted in the at' 
ranged]ent timt Fitlirer and Lalljabmlur should ex¬ 
plore os far ns |a>flsiblc in the direcdoti of Itulra KtUah 
and Deotibb w'hile [ slioukl go dow'ii to iMaiiali and 
b;tcli my wife and the main camp, nml make arrange' 
tnents to stop at least a week in the Kamto Valley. 

But Nemesis overtook mo; my insults to tbo local 
gods were not to go iinuotiieod. Their timo litui 
coniOj and the vtoy naaty-tciTiperod deify who pro- 
sides over the 11 am to w^as to have bis revenge, Btisidea 
that. 1 hiul not presen tod him w’ith a small silver home, 
which appears to be the tuily real way to his goijit 
gtocdfl. 

‘ Jnmtd * is his name, and a name extremely re- 
spectnl iu Kultt, and 1 quite agree liO is not a pereoii 
to take iibmies with. He had already warned me, 
and next day he was going to cartj’ out his threat. 
Ttuit day, June 9, was still w‘et, but showed signs 
of clearing, so, taking the excellent' Gopoo/ my half- 
bred Lodokbi am'ont. I started off for Manali Biuign- 
low to siiqirise the main camp, for my wife did not.yet 
know that we had not gono to SpitL 
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The great feature of tJie Haiiita Valley lo its iMsauti- 
f ul scenery. The trees oro lovely, not only lovely bu t 
well grown, It is a perfect grazing coiintiy as well— 
witb charming alps, noh, and full of floweis as a real 
lilp, but Northern Italian mdier than SwLm. 

TJie ruitd for two houis descends but little, and ts 
vi^ry jilousant walking, oidiruirijy speaking. But iJiat 
luurning it was too damp to be flujoyable. jiUtcrabout 
two and a half liauis* sharp walking we were ahlv to 
look right dow'n mto tho iimin Euhi Vnltey, throe thou* 
sand fed belnw us, and tbe woaUier eleanng, we had a 
very Bne view up and down the valley, thiiugb our old 
friemhi in tbe .SoJang Valioy were £tJU m clouds, ns was 
aim) the nmiu Maimli Vidluy which 1 h:ul wialiod to 
cxijfore. H'o were travelling very fast, and taking 
every available short out, os 1 u'anted to get down in 
plonty of time to engage ouoltes. 

1 never saw' such slippery banks. Llant, slimy clay, 
ill which our boot nails gi>t little bold. Bo wo left tbe 
road and took tti Uic forest mid gross alopce, much 
better travelling. 

Finaljy, on otir arrival at Uio top of eoiiie zig-zaj^, 
we met a caravan of porters carrying tiie local Tehsil' 
dor's luggage up to Chika. They were Laving ban] 
work, slippbig back tioarl}* lUt much as Umy went 
forward, 1 was so idiotic as to chaff them, and to 
keep on jogging at the home time, going carrlcaaly 
with my axe in one banr). 

1 am uauared that IL W'lis Jatnlu that pushed mo 
dow'ii; but, at all eveuta, 1 wont, flyit^; down a day 
bonk like a streak of lightnuig, my axe appareiitly 
Rtkking behuid, and tbu whole weight of my body 
coming on my ehouklcr. Results, many tom Tnintciee 
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jind a dislocated aliouldcr, and a long way (o go to 
camp. 

I am nnt likely to forget the flcminkle dowu to the 
vallsv, iiof tlic subsequent stumble along the itiad by 
niyBtdf; fnr, on I'caching easisir giaimd J was obliged 
to St'ml ojy one servant on iihcad for help, the chenuiug 
peoplti of die two villiiges lliat I paas«l through re¬ 
fusing any fnrtii of asajatancu. ].iK'kny in the Kiilu 
Vnlloy is sUittiuied a Subwtdintite of the Medical 
Semco, who rode up nrntt moriuiig from fiulianpur, 
tw(» mandira doa’n tlie valley. Some five days hitVTf 
on his second visit, be got the shoulder bock into place, 
tliough tliO tearing of Uie mtiiicTos was corishlerably Uio 
W'nrs] injury of the two, and took a very long time to 
get. proporJy strong agaui. 

Well, that waa the end of my mtmutaiiiecriug fur 
sonio tiuie. Luckily, bdng a good healer, 1 was later 
on able to ilo much more than I could possibly have 
inqiected, ami got a conaidetable amouut of grasping 
power in my band and arm below the level of my 
shoulder, Imt I did not recover the power of reaching 
up until too late to join in the more difhcult climbs 
which were afterwarda accompUBhed. 

The next thing to arrive at was how to employ the 
time until Captain Todd's leave started—some four 
weeks of! yet. I W'anted to take advantjtge of Fuluer's 
time in tht: Hinialaya, both for his own sake and for 
the sake of the party. News of the accident was sent 
up to Fiihrcr, who shortly cume down, but not until lie 
Lad happily put in a good piece of high exploration on 
DcuUbt. 

Apparently he and lAihahndnr reached two points 
on the Dtiotibj ridge uiier sumo rather axcitii^ work. 
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1 wai» flliowjj poinu aomo tliw# monliift iatcr, ftml 
tJjo expcrienoe gauicd would, no doubt, bavo fucUi- 
toUni our attempt ou tbat poak^ 

A« uaua], tlie^r were caught in lutd weather, and 
w’cro only too gWt to got olT the mountain and down 
to ilic Uaiiali Bangalriw, where wo wore inalullod, 

Wc doetdod tiiat Fiihrur and LaJbabadur sJioukJ 
make a ihomugb cixatoiiiutton of kha mouniaine at the 
heatl Ilf tliR Uuimli Valley, witJi u view of a aitbiutqtieDt 
attack iiu the great. Solang WolssLom. 

Now this was an adventurous step, os nolUier coLild 
comiuuulutite with the otJ^or except by signs; stiU, 
Fiibrer was very keen to explore, and they bml to 
tiiokv tlio bost of it and each other. 

So wo fitted ibom out for a week, and off they wimt. 

1 must say I enviid ttiom, and in tlie mcautimo solaced 
myself witli a liheml fruit, diet, of which Captain 
fianon's delicious cherries were on un|>ortant item* 
We shall never forget either his kindness or the good-' 
ness shown to us through A trying time by Colonel utid 
Mrs. Tyackc. 


CHAPTER V 

THE SOLAJSO WEISSBOBS 

Manau ia altuatcd About «ix tltuuaaiul five huivdxfti 
feot Abovo tbo soa, aiui bos a {Icligtitful climAta for tlie 
greater part of ttie year. Certain auimnet moutbs 
have too mueii rain, and, in con^^uenco t>f the 
wonderful vf^tatioti and riee cultivation, a plethora 
of flies and mostjultotu 

It iit wonderiully ferUle. and beeiclea that, ifl well 
cultivated. English irnit of every Idnd does well 
there—Bvea gooeeherries—^whicU I hove never eaten 
in any other part of the Himalaya. In fact, the whole 
of the Kiilu Valley could, with siidicient capital, and 
given good coinmunications with India, turn out 
excellent Iriiit in almost any tpianttty. In the 
plantatUme In Monali, belonging to the Qoverinueut 
PorestPepartnient, Spanish chestnulaj lime-trees, and 
Eugliab oah do very well, and no better eating cLest- 
nnts could be wished for. 

Captain Bonon, who owns a charming little planta¬ 
tion In Manali, gruw~s eveij' sort of English fruit anil 
vegetable, aufi is coiisti^ritly tiyiiig Impivved varieties 
both from home and America with suci^ss. liis 
cherries, as I Wore remnrkod, are a dream. 

The neighbouring forest eceneiy is very hue, and 
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ihe ecoruiuiiSt 1 havo ^Idom flecn flricr 

gtwvcjt of deodar anjwliem 
For a damaged luaii, enjoying, so to speak, rudo 
Iiealtli and enforood IciAurc!, it would Lave boeu Itaivl 
to find a. better place of repoee, dtfaoogh we were 
there iu tlie holiest lime of the year. A liberal fruit 
diet woa just what was required for the physical con¬ 
dition, and for an out-gf-the-vvay place like the Kulii 
VaJlcy we found a pteoeani Uttlo aodety. 

Besides Captain Banoii and his family, there wsm 
nn oSioer of the Frontier Force on long loai'o. Colonel 
nnd Mrs. Tyocke, too, \elio have made their hotiie in 
Kutu for many years, and to whom we are both 
mightily beholden for their many kindnesseti, w'eru 
very frequent vinitori. They were living in a must 
chatniing chilet above the Dungri Foicst, from which 
the vieivs of the llamta Snoivs were magiuncent. 
What a perfect summer station could be made round 
Monolij if only it was within reach of India, Every 
grade of oliiuato is wdUiin easy reacli, and a refuge from 
(he rain on tliu othtT side of the Ilnhlang Pass, to say 
nothing of it os a centre for winter sports, or raiher 
oommanditig a ceatre. 

Of course, nil thb b idle speenbtion and outside the 
rwtige of practical politics, but all the same one cannot 
help picturing it and regretting the tmpossihiliiy. 

The Kohtang Fobh, of which the itihabitjuita of Kulii 
Hpeak with bated breath, b lypiool skl-tng ground; 
nowhere near so dangerous in W'intur, say, os tUn 
hlonte Mt>n>, and though expo^ to violent sturins, 
not more eg than, for tiistance, the Butxi! in Kashintr, 
which b a shade higher and a good deal longer and 
more exposed, Further, the llaht&ng b practically 
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(loff froiii avttlanctica conitiaxed to iho ilai^jerouH 
Biirsdl and Bowherc as cxpcwed aa many of 

diO Swia* repJarly erosaed in winter by (Ja* 

v«llm proporly tnuncd and equipped with ski Thew 
are imiuetise poBsibilitiefl in tbo llinialayater ski-ing, if 
properly tniiglt; but jtist to threw ti number of «ki at 
peopl<* who liave never seen anti hanlly heard of tiienit 
and say, * SnM’, learn and travel.' a« haa beau done on 
ill** G llgit-Kafllkiiiir rontl, is hopolosa. 

Mv' Bret tea days la iUnnli were rallici was tod. 
What really interested me was opium pllJfl, and find 
aotne turn of position to suit the dwlocntcd flhonJtlcr. 
When with difiieulty such wiw foiimt. it did not 
suit the mpturud muselos, eonswptently these little 
mind anflistantB were callwl in with great effect™ 
However, after about, a fortnight things went letter. 

iUonwhilc the first es:[)biir(g party Jiod done good 
work. The Mamili ValluF is undouhtcflly one of tho 
best shooting valleys In Ktilu^ its soiitlieni ridge and 
batiks htiitig ground and covered with G.nc forests, 
in which are many' tliaelis.’ or alps, the favourite foed- 
iug'ground of the reti hear. Above the forest on iJie 
southern aide aw npen grazing-grouude, eaav to walk 
over, also excellent for r»i bear. A route also leodB 
by this southeni ridge across the rungu into Bars 
ISnnghiil, The norUiern side of tbe valley, w*hioh 
diwetly leads to tJio greot barrier betweefi tin: Manali 
an*! liio Solang Vallc>T»» is of tbc roughest kind. 
Magnifieent forvat at tlie steepest atigle ami cliffs 
besUefl W'hich, no doubt, hold plenty of game, and 
very probably wd .iiid blm k beiu-, and tabr also. But 
ii is a very rough conn try tn tiitvcl, 

ll waa up this imrthom aide of the valley that 
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KaliJndr'tt r«»ul aud a jirettiy rough tmii? they had, 
owing, apparently, tr> having cut out a mad for them- 
Bfilvpa, flowevar, they carriixl their cairLi>$ uj) very 
high, and opoit throe days in the anow at the junction 
of the Bam Baughal, Manail, and Sohing ridg^J. 
Tiiuir injricjm stayed IhJuw, and were aiip[io»!d to kwp 
tliem ill supplies, Init their arraTigements Tiiore or loan 
failed. Netwtthslaiiding, innu this oamp Ihey nun* 
caiiafully explored a way wliich 1«1 them on to the 
main Solang ridge, and thence to the Weisshorn itself* 
They hImi asceiuled (.wo minor points on tho ridgo, 
both of which Fdhrer described ns very difficnii 
dimhing , so that their time v/ns by no nicana wasted. 

By Friday evening tJiey w'cru back, and reported 
liaving seen an uumeiise number of Monat phoasante, 
and ui having run into a Luck bear near camp. 

1 gave them two days in whtclt to recox'er, aid then 
fitted them out a better expedition, which should iu' 
sure proper feeiling, and dcspntdied them willi my 
own servant Kehar Sing, and another tinrklia orderly 
whoso business it was to provision the upper camp. 

Thri expedition was one of tlie sueceasus of the 
season. They did not repeat the mistokes of the first 
trip* but pushed up by a bettHiir and less tiring route, 
and again totik iiietr upper canip up into tht* snow to 
the junction of the ridges, a ven’ high camp for the 
ground on which they were, and whieh must have cost 
nuiuy grujiiui from the not too eutorprudng Kitln 
coultt’s before every thing arrived. 

Thuuce, on the mortiuig after their jurtval, to wit, 
June 23, they crossed (ho Bara Battghal ridge and 
doacendod fur ttome hundred feet on to the glacier face 
dcBuendlng from the Scilaug ridge, and began a long 
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and faligiung fl 110 ^ walk to jojn tlia Hdgc itsalf, Ftom 
tliurp, iLfitll iJiu itiain rise tw the summit, it uppeata to 
have only been a grind of coutiuual hard snow with 
some ioe, but the laat eighteen hundred to two 
thoueand feet they reported aa very steep; all fror^cn 
anow imd ice, utul tequiriiig the hardesi work with 
much fitqi-catitirig- 

Fuhrer described the view from the top as soma- 
thiug quite Bjctruoftlinaty, uml further auid that hia 
view of Snowy Peak * tw'cnty tliuuGaiid: three hun- 
cirwl jiud sbcty-foilr feet (which we olwaya culled the 
Guuflla Peak, quite wrongly no doubt, and otj which 
we had originally hud designs from tlio Solang Valley), 
would go very w*e]l by tlic southern urOte by which it 
is connecUifl ivitli theSolung northern ridge, if once wa 
could rcoeh die riiige, but that it woold require, aa we 
hml previoualy thought, at bast a furtiiight of clear 
Tveather> 

This cluub was really sattsfocto^, for the height of 
the peak alone is considerable—nineteeii thousEUid six 
Jiundr&I feet —and it hod offered, if not llio most 
fonuidahlc kitui of rpsiatanco, still ice and snow work 
of hno qnutity, and its position is alniost unique in 
Eutu, being tho lust of tiie higher peaks towards the 
rtfiuth, and being ulsi) eaaity dklitiguishnble (lum both 
i'hagu aud MLuUa. 

They left the suniwit at abtmt 3 p.m,, almiwt twelve 
hums after their start, and reachod tliuir bivouuck 
abuur 7 p.ni,, all going quito well until the 6nal diiiib 
of suuiu few huiiiiruJ feet to the rkJge ott which their 
high camp was placed. Here they both bat! symp¬ 
tom which exactly resembled mountain Rickuefiis as. 
so often describtsd; us a matter ol fact, they had no 
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ctlltet of or nnii&cA, biitmtiTcrM] from 

brentblesaness, pjilpitutloni nrid to walk for 

more tliati a few ranU at a Ktwtcli. la otlier words, 
the effect of height on tirfd frames. 

Now, although the day had hcoii one of ai^ccii 
hniiirs, tliat amount of work wuiikl not liave affected 
Fiihrur in Switserlond in tlii> looat, hut their work hiui 
Ldn between sixteen thousand and twenty liiouaanci 
feet, a very diJfereiit matter,* and further, 1 do not 
think that one always takraj into couBidemuon Ihe 
immense Labour it etitails to get a high camp u]j 
thmngli a rmigh and diffionlt valley like the Mamdi 
Valley, and all that hard work must leave its mark. 

It itaa to be ramcmheretl that their camp waa ten 
tlionsand feet above Mnnoli, and all very rough going, 

I merely relate the Incident to show bow often the 
effecta of fatigue and altitude are mistaken for 
inouiitain sickness, and that such syroptomB may 
occur at ipiitc reasauahlc altitudea if Ute bodily 
condition favours them, while they are not experi- 
enccil at all by men m good condition at very much 
greater heigiita, 

Fnhrcr and Lalbaltadiir rettuuned two days longer 
at thuir hi gh camp, and oti the second day put in a 
firat-rate day's rock clinibitigi one of tlm ftnest cUiubSi 
PiUirer said, tliat he hftrl ever hewi. They had become 
much pleased with iheoiselvos.aod therefore ambitious r 
nml ooruwiuenliy «et out to exjdoro two of the main 
peaks in the tJ-.’iIang ndge. both of which appear at the 
left liand ci>rtier of the riilgc ns acGii from the Sohuig 
River. We hod been fairly near tlieni on the l^lttng 
side, but the usuaJ hod wreather hml blotted out every' 
thing before we could make them out projmrly. 
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altbuiigli w& hatl observwl tJiflm ihroiigli gIflSE«» fmm 
tiie iictrth side when ihey were in a aninther of snow* 
My tecollectinn nC tlieni wan ibnt tlicy bail a mast 
formidable appearancie. 

Fiihrer*^# aiicnimt of tbe cliiiib is t.hal one was like 
the Aiguille do Cbannoa and ibe other like the (ilai- 
tiire- Ho was evidently much [Ratified. It was the 
ChamioK that required continued use of Ibe double 
rope, nnd the Blaititrn that punisbeij—what one 
might iiall jftxaighiforward elimbiiig. 

It Hcenui a b^ Uiing to ttavem* a new CJrarmoa and 
a new Blaiti^rc in one day, but their camp was at least 
fuxteen tbouaatul feet, and though the ridge that led 
to ihem was largish, the gieatGr port of the twelve 
hours was spent upon the two peaks. 

1 could not get any dh^tinct name for these two 
peaks from any native, so added them both to the 
Sohuig-WGisshozii as die SoIang-ChannoK ami -Blai- 
ti6re. 

The Kulu people are, T think, more indifferent, than 
meet natives to names, aiid certainly points on a long 
ridge appeal not at all to them. Li Lsihoul, although 
it » mote sparsely populated, Ihw seem to have more 
appreciatlou of their mouniaius, and to have much 
mformation to impart about tbem. 

The Ordnance Survey Map is very confusing about 
till' pfiiition of th e Weiseh miv Peak. Th ere is no other 
peak Ilf die earue height oji this ridge, ami it. is very 
easily distinguishable, hut rni the Onlnance Siirv^ 
Map there is tv peak marked of nineteen thousand four 
tiuudred and nistydwo feet, about halfway dong the 
riilgti, whii:h uo doubt is Piihrer'B Blaitl^re. If this 
peak is over umeteeu thousand fetsl, then t.lic Wdas- 
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Iiofii mu at be upproftch ing tTyputy-oue thouAaiici f«>t» 
but it to mo that the height boa bom 

to the Bbiiti^re. 

Now, our pass above Bens Kund at tbo very 
fnrthL'st and most westerly point of the Soiling, was 
almost directly underneath the northern riilge of the 
Wcisshoui (vide the ilhiy trot loti), and our peak on the 
north of tbo pass was at the jumetion of the three 
n'oter-ahtNla—i^ihing, Bara Bangtial, anti Lulioul— 
with the Snowy Peak ' M ^ nmssif to our noriL ugiiim 

So there was no question of our mistaking our locality, 
11 it turns out tliat the Bluitihre ta correctly laeasuretl 
(and i put. the height nssigneil as too high) then 
Fflliror's performontre on the VVelsshom will have been 
a tiotabJv ont^ But f cannot imagtiio any surveyor 
measuring our Blaitif<rc and leaving out the Websr* 
horn, and that ia where the doubt cdjuca iu. 

On June 27 tlicy were down ngaiu at 3Iariall, to find 
mo now able creep alxiut, with my arm in a sling* 
and tlicrefore hopeful once more. They brought 
mom news of beurs, and of tantalising uumlicrs of 
pheasants, now high up, feeding above the edge of 
the forest, or In (he highest trees, and soul they could 
have had tnmimcmblc ahnts. But that is always the 
way with FliEnalayon pheasants, thohloDal especially, 
who always shows hitiuudr at the obae of the season or 
when one has not a gun hatuly. liOtcr on in the season 
he usually takes to the forest, ami in a forest of such 
thickness uii that in llic ManaK ValJc}' he is hard to get, 
The other plu^anta generally hehreve a good deal 
liottCT, especially the KoUidge, who is couikLing com- 
pore<l to the other kfndH, and frc(|iii!nt.H much mure 
w'orkable ground os a rule. 
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Attr>Ui(>r eouiifil of wiir haA to Le tidd on the return 
of the climbing party. Tlicre wna tidU more tlmn a 
fortnight before Captain Todd eon Id be eispcried, ami 
the weather was getting worse ftiul worse. It seemed 
to me that if we wished to attack the Gaphiui it sliouM 
be done at once, for I did not believe that tlm Monsoon 
reins would stop i^hort at the Rahtang with sucli a 
sleeve and such a cmront to carrj'' them over, and the 
Qapban b exactly opiK^aile the outlet rd the sleeve on 
the other side nf the Chandra River. 

Out large camp horl to lie sorted, and only the necea- 
aaiT amount of baggage taken for a three montlia' stay 
in LahouL But oa the weather wros more and more 
threatening, and as I was hy no means certain wlieilier 
I could stagger over the Rolitang, Fulircr and Lalba- 
hadnr wore again despatched to have a try at the 
Gaphtm if they could get an opportwnity. Wc were 
to follow as soon os wo could got oui transport, atorcs, 
etc., together. 

So on ^une 29 tho advance par^ was atartet), and 
was told that its first and only duty, with the exception 
of buying some sheep, was to attack the Gaphan, as 
it was most unlikely that we should have another 
chance; for not until the middle of September could 
wo hope to count on settled weather agam, 

And, indeed, it was full timo to get out of Eulu, 
The only Ltiiploasant time of the whole year was 
rapidly approaching, and the taius in upper Kulu 
are no fun: continual miai and downpour for ten 
woeloi straight off, flioa, and dampness, whereae within 
roach iay Lahoul, with its perfect summer climate— 
aUjcit by no means sti dry a one on wo were led to 
expecL Still, tJie valley traveller or even tho sporto' 
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nmii is not inci>nveni6ac«d by weather wbkli is liopc* 
less for tbo nioujitaineer- Theie rauirt be veiy few 
days all through the rainy season during which a 
sportsman need stay in his camp, eren on the lower 
reaches of the Chandra, Heavy rain is uncominonr 
oral clouds do not descend very h>w, and the farther 
north one goes the loss is the raiilj and the Uniter the 
cloud, below a certain altitude, that is to say. 

We were glad to leave Hu hi at this utometit, but 
looked forward to more delightful waiuloriugs tlicro in 
the crisp, sunny autunui weather, when the tytanny 
of tlic rains should he overjiast. 

We were not disappointed. 


ClLtrTER VJ 

THK OAFUAN PEAKS 

Ojf Jidy 2 wo woro rojuly to move the wliole (MiniYaiu 
It hiuJ been mi undortakmgp ns we did not wish abjso- 
Intdy to rough it^ mid thojtj was no noccst^iy for so 
doing. So our first morcit^ to Rahb, waa only j^onie 
iune mimi n deliglitful walk along tUo banka of the 
Beos^ great gbdi:^ of aidcraj and aking an 

exeeifent roodi ovf^r wbjqhp with plenty of meii^ I 
should not despair of pus king a fickaliaw—that ia, as 
far as Rabla Bangalow. 

The ftcenery at tie junction of the Beas and the 
Solang is perfect of its kiniJj fairly levd up to that 
poin^ and tJien a picturesque rise up to the bangalow^ 
after possJng through the fine gorge of the Beas. 

The road waa crnmnied with travelling sheep and 
geata autj r.heir Oaddi shepherds, to say notliing of 
traders proceeding to I^ataeOp the great wool market 
of Lahoiik which taps the Tibetan trmJe in woof^ 
boriiXi and salt Mostly Mohainmoilana, these !aat^ 
self icd in Knlu^ and veiy^ lax MoJianunedans at that^ 
Imvirig ft great respect for the Uuidu gods. I mu not 
so sure that 1 have not mj’self, by-the-bye ! 

My haff^^ciiste Qopoo was by way of being a Mohani^ 
medan and a great authority on g^xJs. fie is a youth 
of real nibced bfood» His father^ a Gunkha sepoy in 
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IhooM Kashmir army, marnwi a Ladakhi, ami hod a 
fnirly largp fatjiily. Tliw youtli at Uk* ago of elevon 
came tradiiigflewn fa Kwlw—wooLtniding mofltprub* 
ably—with his faihor atid the faniily, ami Gopoo wae 
w*rit to ti Afohoninwlan famljy, liy wlioiu lie was coii- 
vcrtod> Otfior^ of his enlatfans settled in Laltoiil, aorl 
eutcrtdiotsil me right bosptlably. 

Gopoo wjiR the iiifMit cheerFu) c«j» imaginalile, attd 
[lotwjthgtiuuisiig hia yoiithfwl iiphrin|{iiig in Kuhl, 
liod smjuiml none f*f lli«? meiuun.’iiS of l:lin tuen of t!i« 
muhi vaJIt^. 

llo Imd travellod miinh. knew Spiti and Lnboal 
well, »nd wliflt in moro, hufJ Ikm-'u witJi tbo Tili^ian 
expeditiott*—almost na far a» JJutami. He was a jittlo 
fond of money, but not more than might Im* expected, 
and he cortajidy aaverl mo a grtsftt deal of overebarging 
from other people, and w<w olwayn nlisoUitely cheerful 
whatever happened- He liod gone on with Fuhttir to 
moke their nrrangemrnU, [la Tiluclon was rotjuired in 
Riiksar if onq wwbetJ to get * foraider/ Hinduitaii t 
would only do at a piueh, and raised no oiithusiasm. 

Jly ftwn chief interrat in Uie martih wa* the ppobli'in 
as to wfiothor I could do it or not. Riding was out of 
the question. The jolting not only would have been 
nnbeitrable, but would have done actual harm, and 1 
frankly ' funWod ' fjeing carried r so walking wne miirh 
the In^t form of prognwaion. We wnro taking, be¬ 
sides ft ' dandy ’ for my wife, a pony apiece, A moat 
exeelleut move, os in that: country of a good high mail 
and gtmd gnuu, it was not only •'CimumicA] but moat 
iiDefiil, cither for sending lettem, or for getting ahout 
unesrfi. 

The Ijidiouii gracing ia second Ur litmo in India or 


KFLr AND IJIMOTH, 

tlio Jlizijalayfli ttitlioiigti tlie lirtst Kp]>^ar!irL('R «f the 
eoimtiT woiiM iwif. lead one to believe this* Imt. like bo 
many countries fn ilie Hminloya and flindu Kouah, 
wherever walcr cun be hmuglit the grass and crops 
art* ejicellciit 

Wc urrived at Rahk. aa usual, in tbreaUning 
weatherj wilhout troubH but Use daToaged ftim vcrj* 
uiieomfnrtftbje. Bad weather following on a bad 
night precluded our tackling (In? pans tJie next- dayj 
for wliirh resiiito 1 wan intonsdy thankfuL We spent 
quite A pleaswit day notwiiJiatAiitimg, in a capital 
bani^tow amply stocked wit h ligjit Jitcrotiire, and the 
dcJicjoijs cool brccscs, damp os they were after the 
fitijify hrat down at Manah, w'crc vc^ rttfri^diiiig. 

Il is always worth spending a. few days in Rah la 
if not pressed for time, espcciatly if duo has lately 
come from the plams (smt wielics t*r pick up before 
limtl work, for the e Wat ion is, roughly, eight thuu- 
stind five hundred foot, and the sutroiLnding scenery 
aa stimulating as the climate. 

After our one day's halt wc were quite ready to bo 
off, and started at the comfortahlo hour of 8 a.m. on 
Jidy 4. A very intexesting walk led to the old TUthk 
I^igrtlow, now fallen into diatepair, but situated 
directly under the riae to tJie pass. It is low and shut 
in compareif to the new bungalow. From thk point 
there k a coutinual rise of sonic four tliousaiid five 
liuiiflrwl fmt by an eiceltcnt road, 
bow, a ]iull up a pony rooti at not too steep angle, 
round and round, in and out, ‘zigoog ' after ‘zigzag,* 

Tft one of tJie most monotonoun tilings in the world, so 
I took the old stone staircase, which mounts direct for 

at least one thousand eight hundred feet, with the pro- 
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cautiim of taliiiig a bdpw too in cwtc of n aiippory bit. 
Mv wik toil« licr pony, iJic much-travoffwl Wiitaoii, 
iL (jutiitit but nsdul btijwit, tUiU <iuite to bo idivd on tri 

bi» own way. ^ , 

Tliere i» tio }ftr in gouig up a ooiitmiious atoop aioij® 
wUon the fwting is good, aiuJ 1 got up without trouble 
to our ftrat lunch plows nt about two (Jioujund fcot 
ftbovn liabla. From thence ro the top is n lung dfug 
1,11 —a pony rood, with occauionid of bnni 

uv,lm>cl» 1. li« =«>««<• Tin "■>«■ ’'»« ““J 
interealing. Idueb lufl* snow than when I litid ctu^l 
it a inontb liefow, and* in conaaiuence, tbo whol® 
hillside was gorgemw with flowees. AUti, whenev^ 
there wae Hat ground, and there were many «uit«blu 
plawas, there was a Bliotia eneiunptiicnt, and Uiww, 
^iitb their quaint little blue tcute and their droei* of 
carni'ing sheep, were full nf iuterest, and gave a W o 

toueli of Central Asia or Tibet, . , .■ i 

The whole hillside was eovoroil witii (bwidia amJ 
their fiocks on their lUitimKif inigmtiou. No dulbiess 
whatever on the road, and always a amiJe and ubeery 
greeting from iho Bhodas, whether Uma or l^er. 
Many lAhouhs, too. were returning north from Kulii» 
but they were not so pieturesqne w tJie Bhotiaa. 
Their dull, homeaputi elolbre and curious grass shoes, 
with IiMig iiirned-up toes, were not very attractive; 
but their fuere, tliough very dirty, w ere abvaya «h«iy. 
They do not give one the hka iJiat they arc anytlitng 
but very poor, but that i« by no lucaui* the iuu»o, even 
in iha squalid Kokaar villiig®, a» they are gttat 
Ujulejs, and very enterjj rising in Uieir w'uy. 

The last hour to i ho top of the p^u^3 1 Hliall remember, 
aa the muscles of my arm quite gave out. and ached 
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60 intolcfiilily na almost to prevent my going Oii> 
but half all hour’s good iitassage put it more or less 
right again, and a good lunch ossistodl. 

IVe found muoJi leas «aow than I (.'xpectid on Uxe 
uartli side, but. still hatl to dotvS a couple of miles of 
80. 11 13 wonderful to see the way the Laboul and Spiii 
ponies toko tliese slo|]eu. They aeemeti finite at homo 
in Uio 6 HUW, and their ritlcrs never Bconied to fatthor. 

We arrived at <1 p.m, at my ukl qiiart-crs ut 
Kriksar, to Slid tjjom oucupied, htiwever, and we hod 
to pitch our camp, for which [ had no regret, ejtcept- 
ing for the contiimal Koksar wind. The weather 
was evidently rough above, and on our way over we 
bad wondetod liow our par^* woe getting on. As a 
■natter of fact, they luul mode tlieir attempt that very 
day, thouglt, as we had no view, we ditl not suppose 
that they would have risked it. However, there was 
very little choice in the matter of weather, as it 
clonderl over regularly every day about noon. This 
was moat discouragiiig for iliem; I, penwiudly, was 
feeling much pleased, os 1 had felt no bad oflecta from 
my long wutk, and no rcturu of the pain, and looked 
fomani to soon being dt enough for the real hillside 

tigniii. 

Not vojy lung alter our arrival the climbeiB were 
Been returning by oui old route, and we w ere impatient 
to hear how they iuul fared, and how the particularly 
ferocious got! wiit> lives iu tJio Unphau hod treatet! 
them. Gopuo had warned ua about him. Baying: 

Gaphou kir deoto luun kliarali; bara khubrdari 
karna chajiiye ‘ (The Uaplioii god is real bad ; you 
must, take vorj- great care). Ami from fil) aocounte 
he hod Leeu at it again. Tiiis was thoir story. 
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Tlicty cjuupw] in cioiilnful weftthcr an ttstuJ, at ^ur 
dIcI campiiig-grouiKl, aiul Biartetl jilruaet m uiiduight 
r'limhiiiK by t|iv« wmt* that wi* btMi nmving with 
|i*s litfllieiiity tium wv bail met with bffcire. owing to 
the stiuw iowet down ftl our hultitig-phtefl biding in 
lianJiir cc»iiilition. Hero they hrrakfuflte*! and had ■ 
rwl, and Uien. wt off on wlmi uppenred to he on eOBy 
approach t«"Uie miiiu peak. This W'oa their firat dia- 
appouittnenL. Aitcr crooeing a fiwl liuiisTntHik jiJ«i 
atmve the hreiiklflflt place, they expeettsd ro Und a 
dirert I'idgt? to the main peak, Imt tifi ancilj thii^ I 
The most broken, enriy, and irriuiing riiJgc tlmt ever 
wan ?flen; no great angle of oflccnt, but in and out, 
conUntttil dilTicuhJcs, awkward [duciw with a+'ft and 
trcaclieitfiiB hiiow, Fuhm*'suid it waa ninat aw'kwawl 
work, and of no interest. Finally, however, they 
rciudie^f lln; last ridge—one thousand two hundrol feet 
at Joiist of really fine climbing; for tlie laat part of l.bc 
(.japlwuihaa a most eensatiorial appoaranee. 

The fare iliii] ridge on whioh they weiT! working are 
at f tie Bteepeet ;uiglu, and the wwtejii face gt»ca sheer 
down on it* the Sissu Glacier, un immenBo rock face. 
The weather hiul beoti ve^' doubtful, and sedmed to 
bo gel tJDg worw, but Fubrer toJil R»fr that thure w'aa 
thoii. ill* iHought, every chjince of ito keeping sulTi- 
ciently fine till midday. He roimris it to have been 
eitromt'ly bant work, but very Fine r’UniUiig—ice and 
anow. with occaakmul bite of outcropping rock, ihoir 
only trouble being llistt., owing to the heavy cornicing 
of ilio riilge, fliey occasionally hod to take to tin* face. 
However, when they bod pasciied all (Mljicultioa, and 
when not tnoiv, be uaya, Gmn twenty mimitoa from 
the top* they were auddeuly caught ^ Tegular 
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cnimiCT(/c, wiiioli neatly took tliem off tkc mountain , 
and without stopping a moment they iled. They got 
out of the worat violonce of the wind, but baql weather 
followed them all the way down; and, iiidoed, they 
must have had a very poor time, for the Gaphan, in 
tic beet of wcathetj ie a niountnin to bo treated with 
very deop rcepect. 

Beyond Uie Gaphwi le it<» second at lower head, 
eoniiecUicl with it hy a sDial! col. It might be poeaiblo 
fo climb up from the Sisau Olader on to the col, but 
would require the very finest of leading and iceman- 
eliip. Under these conditione it might be ftasihle, a« 
far as i eouid see. 

The lower peak seemed to be very hard to get at 

to climb, and certainly n’as not possible from tlie 
iffesu Glacier iior via tiie coL 

On the same ridge, and some three miles probably 
farther along it, is & third Gaphou of almost the same 
height as the lower head of the true Gaphan; a wdl- 
njiuated and beautiful pohit, about which more anon. 

Ajiiong other mteresting iufocmatioji volunteered 
me U 1 Kniu woe a tale that the Gaphan hod been 
dimliefJ by a climber akiue to within Jive hundred 
feet of the lop; and ugaJu I was informed by another 
traveller that he hutl ascended it fmti fiissu, nbo 
apparently uJone. Magnificent atatements both of 
them. 1 must aay that i quite sympathise with tlm 
god who lives up timre in pulling oLaWles like sudden 
towniiiii/-^ into the way of fcruvcllem when be « 
treated with sucli disrespect. Now, nothing would 
induce me u» throw doubt on such staiementa as 
these, so wrioiwly made, but 1 will bet mynvlf to 
traveiBe Mont Bhim;, employing only the side or 
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closing step—a triuinpii of militttrwm—if eite 
of these feats are repeated by any on e. One last word. 
To travcrea Mont Blanc by tlio side oi closing step 
would no iloubt take time, and would probably be 
boring after the first weet, hut yet it is a po^blUty, 
although peopJu might think one had l)«jn bitten by 
a mod Sorgcaiit^Major, 

A day of teat was seciired , during winch wo per¬ 
fect^ my wife's ‘dandy' on a patt«ni uew to us. 
which necreeitated only two men instead of four as 
carriers — a great couvenienre, but only suited to light 
weights. All that is required is & bamboo polo and a 
‘ dhurrie/ or smal! cotton mat (or oven a Immmock). 
which is fijTuly fiiod to either ond of Urn pole, and so 
slung that one ride of the hammock » rather higbei 
than the otherj this gives support for the b^k, as the 
pdKon ocoupyiug tlic dandy rite in tlie midd e of the 
hammock, with' the feet hanging down, the anus 
resting on the polo. U i« a very comfortable way of 
getting about, and, my wife says, far less tmng than 
the ordinary dandy carried by four men, besides bemg 
easy to cany over much narrower paths than is 

ponaible with the uflual pattern. 

The Gurkhas npent the day fishing, and it is cstra* 
ordinary what a quantity of fish they took. Excol- 
huit eating, too; fish known as anew trout, but I 
believe really a bacbei They wore caught m little 
side streams, into which they came from the mam 
River* The rivei ftt this timft in, of coutse, 
in full Hood, tlie water icy-cold, and absolutely muddy; 
but cvideniiy this does not prevent these fiflh from 

staying in the river. ■ i . 

Latterly we found otlier placee, and were able to 
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make qgitf! Jarge hag» of tJic same fisli, and mightily 
enjoyc*! them* A great treat in a ito unity' where 
iDUiUm or gnat, ist the only diet. 

We had made up oiir minds, if we oouJd ljo(h 
manage the mamli, to go for a itigiit or two up the 
j^najiani Gladpr, and pliotograph die evidently fine 
peaks that lie at its head. This was now frwJily con¬ 
sidered, as the walking looked pretty easy and within 
my power if earelnl. We hod hod o line view* of the 
Sonapsui Glfloier from this aide of the Ralitang, hut 
not of the peaks. 

The valley was evidently worth a viflit. It was 
Buppa^icd 10 hold ibex, but not for me at fJiat time. 
Wp liftd a vpiy pheasant, fypirai Lahoul walk, a alant- 
wiw asfont over grasing-groujids without one tree, but 
plenty *d blue gnias mid Iota of »h(u?p and ahcpheids, 
and, finally, after some scrambling, made a verv 
pleasant camp on the summit; of an old teimitiaJ 
moraine. 

The mnin Sonapani Glacier has retired aomo two 
rtijJes from this uiomine, leaving a lint, so cut up with 
wale^^nmes, and so level, that on occasions of rapid 
melting or heavy rain it must almost bnti a lake. 
Gnluckily, the valley made a bend to the right some 
distance ahead of our camp, and we were therefore 
cut off irom a view* of the upper ghmicr. 

Plihrer and Lalbalmdur started at an early hour to 
explore the upper vall^. 1 have alwayfi regretted 
tiai: J was unable to go witli them. But besides 
having a liarl am, I was out of oondition, t]iiit« 
tired from the walking of the day before, imd only 
Um> pieasod to Jie about on the gras^ banks, read, 
uziii the vtt'W^, 
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Tlic ttxptorera htnl ft very fine tmiii, ^ 

ciri-k of really Icautiful ico peaki* atiii glaaen^ at 

leoat. quite T«p«rto1.le glftcier^),; said Euhrijr-ftn 

flowing down to jaiii the Sotiapftnl 

TEiey ftbw Iiad «>tee scrainljling iij> rather 

steep Bbpes. and LHlbahadur, aa nanal. dkdngnialied 
hinuKilf by ItOiibUiig out of his steps wlien tUft party 
were roped, and htwl n real gw>d tumble tbis ^me, 
burtJjig himHeJf. I am gtad to aay. quite enough to 
make him think; pure caxclcasuese, of rniirse. 

We had a very nice wnlk bat'fc the next day nfter 
oiir picnic. Our Koksar cooliea biwl bi'en most amusing 
-Hshccrful during the day. and etptftlly cheerful durmg 
the very cold evening round their bite of fires, 1 ww 
anxious to sec bow they iiuiiiaged at iiiglil, os t icy 
appeared to have no extra covering except tv small 
blanket, which they wound rtmnii tliclr waisfa, anti 
they made no attempt to provide eUelter for them* 
selvea. The iiighta at this height, twelve thouaivnd 
feet, were very cold, and tlierc was always plenty of 
fresh air moving. But this waa riieir rather surpnamg 
mode of procedure. Pirat, when they were ready for 
hod, they took off every particle of cbthing, spread 
the smaHest gamienta on tlie grouihl, and laydown on 
them, pnlliDg the remainder over them, in a bunch. 
They appeaved to be perfectly warm and comforublo, 

and were up.drcBtwd as usual, bright and early in the 
■< 

"pf^fi ^ 

Omt noxt move was down tiie Oiandra to bissui an 
eaay march, which reminded me much of Balustaii or 
gufu—typical of the northern alopcs ol IheHimalftya. 
The viewa of the range south of tlie Chand^ wore 
truly magnificent. The etecpncaa and prodigiouflUfiflo 
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of the faces is wonrietfiJ^ thoitgli not to coiupore with 
the porliou of the rtMui ^'est of iSissu, which in reiiUy 
wojtli A journey iu itself to see, and of which more 
filter on. 

Sissu is A typical BaltistAu village. Tlte Jjouhcs are 
sqnafkl, hut the little bangalow is in a charming spot, 
with plenty of water running oloae to it under willow- 
trees, which ore accoutited for liy this stream, which 
produces also the delightfully green graoB, 

It is not Lalioul: true LohoiU we hod not seen yet, 
and tlie Lahouli villages and hotisos ore very superior 
in structure^ li is quite true, as Oolonel Tyaeke re¬ 
marks in itiH hook on Kulu and Lahout, that the true 
loibauli h&s ideas of sanitation in his villages of wiiioh 
dwelJent in Kulu have no conception. 

We mode a ddiglitful little camp at Sisau. We had 
been accompanied on our march from Koksat by Mr 
McMinn, superintendent of post-offices in the Kongra 
district. He has to visit all his outlying postroJllces 
once » year—a ver^* pieaaaiit trip, I should imagine, as 
the Kaiigra district includes Kulu, Sera, and Lahoul, 
and, I think, Bpitij not that there is a post-ofGce in 
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TI[K fiissn ANT) OUNDLA PEAKS 

Oun chief business in Sissu was to ttwAii Captain 
Todd^ii EWTj'valp, wliitili wiia tiim^ f^>r July 12 as 
us we couW calculate. If I bad been a fit man I 
ooulcl not have wiahwJ for a better centw than Sianu. 
As it was thHM wa« plenw «f empSoment. The 
villngo is aituatod on a bench aoine four bumired feet 
above the bed of tlio Chandra Biver, which here¬ 
abouts is very wide, and b exaedy opposite the great 
niftssif of the Gundla Peak, Snowy Peak * M * of the 
Siir.'ey Map, The uortbern aspect of tlib great 
peak is striking licyond words, and. Fiihret was 
^tremoly keen to explore iU many valkys, find 
out whcllififf a w*iy muld be forced to th^ main ndg^f 
which is also the nortlierii Ixjuudary of the Solstig 
VuHoy-- 

So pwjtligiously steep and difficult is the north 
fw:e that it seemed very <loublfiil whether there was 
a way up any of these valleya for more than a mile 
or so* from the rivet; so it wan settled tbat^ as we had 
It good many days at our disposal, some of iLem at 
atsy rate eluuild Im given up to a preliminary ex¬ 
ploration of the bit bank of the Clmndra Biver. 

Meanwhile the little Buddhist Tnoiiostery, five 
liiuidtwl feet or so above Sissu, was cji /Ac, anti it 
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certainly worth our while to hbc Low the Lahoulia 
amiiEcd tlicnii^veiiL 

The motiAstoiy itself b a very small one, hut of the 
uEsnai Buddhist ty'pe, and Uic Lumas the iisiiat 
cheerful, comfortable type cd Btiddiiist priest, not 
ascetic by any means—in fact, aoytliiiig but that, f 

Tlie Lama of the Eokwtr Monastery was one of 
the first to arrive, a regular Friar Tuck m build and 
face, burly and red-faced, and just oa fond of hb 
tipple, Soon quite a fine colJt.'ction of people arrived 
from neighbourjug villages, and were joined by most 
of the Gaddi ahopLcrds from the IitlLsi^les and the 
tRKkrs who were pnaslng—all sorts of people, Spiti 
moo, Kulu merchants, and Kuiu shepherds, until 
there must Lave been some four nr five hundred 
people assembled, a very fair crowd for aucli an out^ 
of-thc-way place os SUau. 

Tlie Tjanias of the monastoiy had made great 
preparations—caiddFona of tea, and * chaktri' or 
‘ luogri' and rice—and soon everyone, after having 
mode their bow to the Buridliist deities and to (he 
Lnmaa, set to work to enjoy rhoiuselves. The 
dancing was procedcfl by a procession of Lamas in 
tlmir Ijcst, robes, headed by a Kmall but typical 
Buddhist bond, and foDowod by a very Hinoll but 
quite entortoiniiig devil dance, not to bo eoinparer), 
however, either in ilrcte or in style atul detail, with 
the magtiifioenoc of the real show that wc later on 
witnessed in Kyelang, the capital of LjiLouI. 

The danciiig of tiic LaLouJk in much more cLeerfulj 
and shows a much greater sense uf humour tliati the 
Kiilu (lancing—compared to tiiis the Ijifuuifi k a 
wild orgy—but evan oo it k dull, very ^low, with few 
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fitnirw, we soop Ii*m 1 ecougb of it. AUbougb 
l«ft long bofon) Bviudowu, the bt«ri bfui filth y 
begun il t..a of th^ people in tLe^ bills 

drink to excess wlwnever they get the opportiirntj, 
and certainly not least UbouK Ho, 

leflS or —opportunity Uian 

of the ttmin Kiilii Valley. Uw and faii-dayfi 

are fw and far botweeti, wliilo iho Upptir Kulu man 
probable never missea a wtjek throughout UiDflurainer. 

UesMleH loogri the Laboulj drinks a gmin ^nnt. 
not very fiery* but much strongty mul much more 
palatable Ilian the loogrl. This he Uvkm daily, 
probably with bis Uml ami c.>n8ideriug the s.n‘enty 
of the winter in J^ahoul, no «uc woubl grinlge it hrm 
in mtHieraUon. Tlie winter months m«m l>e a great 
trial: tliero is Unlly a village below ten thoimnud 
feet, and, Ix^sldes. the anowfail Is very heavy. 

At the season about which I am wnting them is 
probably no finer climate in the whole of the Ilium’ 
laya—a liglit and always fresh tdr, and, for 
reason or otiiei, a tnlU sum In fi^t, I do not Ihiiik 
that any of our party wore a sun-hat the whole 
we were in UhmJ- Wo had hopt.! to «^t our 
exploring party the next day, but mosfcol onr cooiit» 

were Ws tfe oot«fw*, <«id ^^‘l***^ “ ^ 

Fuliret and I took the opportonity of walking up 
fcho mountain slopes Itehiuil the village to in> 
around, for there was much that we wauW to see 
„p the Siewu Glacier, and wo wished brides to get 
a view ami photograph of the pmdigious ehila o 
Peak ‘ .H." Also it was nceegsary for me to get my soil 
back into condition, although my atro was stib in a 
aling and a ■ swinger.' liuekily the going, though 
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atepp^ was abeoJutely ea^, aiid wc got to a height 
of approxiniatcly fifteuu thousand feet Wo wens 
well repaid for our troubJe. Fnat and foremost wo 
got a fine view of tJm thini peak of the Gaphan, ' A 
Schrfiddiorii/ said Fiilircr at once, but a Sohieckhorii 
of eJoae on nineteea thouflamj feet, a peak of beautiful 
fines, and iu a perfect aitnation ervorfooking the whole 
of the great Sissu Gfacier to the north, and of course 
comnianding the wlioJe face of Peak * M * and the 
Northern Solang boundary.’ range. FiLhrcr was im» 
menaely keen to tr>' in W© aLio aaw for the firat 
turn the more westerly face of Peak ' M,* hidden 
from us at Sissu. I have seldom seen such iniposiiig 
and hopdoBs precipices, a magnificent piece of 
mount^ sculpture, but uyt for the foot of man; 
wme eight thousand feet of gigantic piUdiea, every 
iitle valley being filled uj> wdth hanging glacier at 
the steepest angle, from whose ends broke off con- 
tmuaf small ice nvulanches. The upiHfr ridges soomed 
equaUy tiuoompromiaiiig, all of tlio boldest and stccpeit 
ficalo. We had also a good look at the valley to the 
coat—tho big peak, in fact, in front of our Sksu 
r»inp-^aml Ffihrer had hopes of filling a way up 
thwe, either by forcing a passage through the glacierH 
snd the ieefalis which filled their upper or by 
hirnii^ movisnenfa on the ridges which divided therm 
3 t IS mea^ a col could Im reached which ovidently 
connected with the narrow ridge w^hich we hml seen 
Irnm the Phidri Peake, and which ied to the top 
without any very great difficulty. 

The eiptomtion of these jamnil valleya was clearly 
what should next be undertaken, and bo we promptly 
deaoentled to oollect our porters, who we lind even'' 
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hope would by luiw have HufDcicnlly itjcoyered- 
Luckily Uu3y were nil fit atjd wclJ and in 

morjiing the ueuut titixtsd crowd <d nuio. aotl women 
arrived and carriwl off a sruuU a)id tjanip over tJi6 
ratlier clumsy rope bridiso w'Licli oomiBotB Sisau with 
the 

T]ja twD Gtirklinfl and Fuhm made a good eridom- 
t mti over a great deal of ground, Qiiding even the lower 
ends of the glaciers very much more diiheult to 
upgotiato than they hiul rapected; butpuhiur thought 
he had found a ridge which, though Jong, would take 
him fmoXLy to the high oolr » flo hi« return was not 
dowiicaet as 1 had espcctcd. 1 must say that the 
woy ho pointed out to mo did not strike me tm veiy 
prondsing. 

Aa Lhere was still no news of Captain Trxld, Fiihn^r 
wished, like the enthuskuit that he was, to make an 
attempt on the G&T»han Selireckhorn. 

In this T reaUy wivied liiin, but that eould not he 
helped, and I hod to solace inyaeU with my usual 
(Xscupation of watching my servant Kchor Sing cateb- 
ing fiah ill the small backwater below the baii^ow. 
This little poml was most uaeful to ua, supplying us 
with snow trout during ouj stay in Sissu. 

On our previous exploration Flihrer had made 
pretty certehi of the tight way to lacMe ti.e p«^. 
It is on ieolatcd point of which the ridges are the 
evident lines of approach. The south ridge, which 
was easily examined from our position, was hopeful, 
so he pmpoaed to take a light camp as bigli as pi^ihle. 
So, leaving Sissu ou the tnoruing of July 10 with the 
t.wo n ijftfli QM m befori3, he *5<Jt out for whsit tufn™ 
uut to bo Olio of die biasL preJormunecs of the whole 
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oi our trip. Wfl WOPO (wnauleruliJy pujwlai to how 
ho hml moiia^eti tho last cipJomtion, aa both he and 
Mu- Gurkha had ouly om word in coimnou, and that 
^ Zurbriggen'a teaching m 1892. 

ricikoi for an ice-axe waa taught by him to the 
Gurkhas who were with inn on Sir Martin Conway's 
erpoditiou to tli0 Kamkoram, and has stuck ever since. 

Giirkhaa seem to have a way of making tlmmsclves 
more or lees undeiatoo<i; they certahily have long 
conversations with British soMiera without apparently 
feeling the want of a vocabulatj’. It must have been 
very for hulirer, tJiongh. when ho want^ 

to have anything done f|uickJy or to correct a mistake, 
and must have (uldod greatly to tho niaiiv obtaclcjs ho 
n to combaL We await^ ilis retitrn of the party 
witli oonsklemble anxiety, or ratliot excilonient, m 
wiis \ oxy keen for iJiem to succeed, If wo Lad not 
been able to bag the Gaphan itself, this was at any 
rate UiQ next beat, and aa a moimtaifj quite ite equal, 

w lo or conaidored as a cUmb or aa a niiignificont 
point of view. ” 

On the ovonirig of the following day thev duly 
roturntri, and with the peak iij their pockets, a most 
«atisfiicfory roeult. 

They fi^ had a very iong day and a moat magnifi¬ 
cent Chni^ and J^iihpar is again ^ be oougratiiluted 
w> a very fine piece of mounteinoering. Two months 
ater, on our return through Sissu, 1 acrtuubhd with 
tho two Gurkhas up to the point market* sixteen 
t ioi^nrf seven hundred and twenty-tbroo feet on 
Mie burviy Map, and was from there able to follow 
he whole of thoir route, while fJiey described to mo 
now tLey ItjuJ dmw 
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Not only bad Fiilurer led them up by tbo route lie 
httd marked, but, on arrival at tlie top, bad travereed 
it. and 6milly joined a westerly ridge, down wined 
he had led them. From my position the men wwe 
easily able to point out the ililTerent divittiona of the 
climb. It appearod to have afforded every variety 
of work, and mitst have been a most interestjug 
expedition; good snow amJ ica work, an<l a coiisidor' 
able amount of rock cUmbing. One of the onierboa 
pointed out to me the shait> pitch near the summit 
where Fiihrcf had been obligftl to stand on his head 
to reach a liandholrL The hardest part of the whole 
climb wa» tha traverse along the toji of the peak to 
the westerly ridge, during which a vary itnd 

awkw'anl descent hurl to he made ori to the face of 
very ice^ at^rps tKit acroa* it* The descent 
must have been awkward also for I uhier, as Lalba- 
hadur is always doubtful on ioc, and the other orderly, 
though much safer, was then quite a bcgumer. and 
had only once before been on a rojie—namely, on the 
day on which they hud uumJb ihcir exploraticm ou the 
wrtuh bank of the Clmndm River. 

li«*wever, they came oif without any tremble, and 
were mndi clatwJ. So was I, although I hod only 

cliniticd the mountain by proxy. 

A libation of ginger wine was offered to tlic moun¬ 
tain godsn-imly offe.r«d, much more worthy per- 
smiages swallowed it. 

The following day we entered on the second and 
greater phase of our expdiriou, for towadB evening 
certain figures appeared at tha far corner of thu roatl 
leading in the direction of Koksar, and all doubts 
wore soon settled by ihe ap[»earancc of ' the batoha " 
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m front He was the amallest ani] rnoat comfomhl© 
tiinnilicr of the eipediiion and added ono moro sliape 
—that of a hUck Cocker ajianiel—to the menagerie J 
Witii Todd came two nioro GiirkJias* on© of whom, 
Chandra Sing, was the onlp one who had had any 
prox’ioiw esperiencs of mountaineeritig, in the sense 
of climbing snow-peaks with appanitna, rope, and 
icc-axe, etc. The second oreltarly, very Insty and 
young, Iiail all tlie making of a mountaineer if oppor¬ 
tunity came liis way.. 

pie jmrty was thtia miglitily strengthened, and 
Ftihier ranch cheemi at Iiaving someone to climb 
with agam with whom he could carry on a converaa- 
tion, and indeed it rails!, have been a trying pcrforiB- 
jiniM working «<> long practicalJy m siJotice, 

TJ^ next day portr^re were again engaged, and a 
oonaidcrahle caravan set out to attempt to reach the 
peat col leofliug to Snowy Peak 'M'—a nasty 
fjjipcreoiial deajgjwtion, ' M,' The ' Gundia Peak ' 
auihi It much better, for the centre of the massif and 
the finest faces am diroctiy in front of Qundla, which 
was the next, stage ojt i>ur way to iCyelniig, 

Fhbrcr had marked a place for the camp on h» 
previous reconnaissance, and proposed to climh to the 
by a moat uijprmnifling rook ridgi. to the east of 
It. On the early morning «f JnJy 14 , Todd. Fiihrcr, 
and Chandra Sjiig started up the ridge, amf a very 
rough titae of it they had. .Uter the veiy hanJest 
work, luting many huure, they were obliged to give 
up, having made no impression on the ridge whatever. 

ho rocks wjere at the steepest angle at which rotton 
roc^ could lioiig together, and tim whole ww J»token 
up uito a acnea of gciidarmea, Umiec the conditiona 
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about forty-miBlit. houis of continual cJiinbbig might 
or inigbt not Iiavo laiulftf tbciu soinewLcro on the 
great harrier. It ahowu the dliBcuttf of the uonh 
face of the GundJa mosaif, when for (juite twelve miles 
this wan the only route which apparently offered a 
chance of appiwich to ilie peok from tlie north aide. 
The fact, however, romaina that any properly ccwi- 
fltitufed party, equipped to sleep high, or to cljinb 
for Twenty-fonr hours at a stroteh, anJ given plonty 
of settled weather, con climb this tnagnificent moun¬ 
tain freni the Jkdniig; hut, m 1 before pointed out, 
any iittompt this year would Imve Leon fooHiordy 
in the extreuie, for even now on the Wioul side 
the weather was ajwap threatening, and very often 
bat!, ccT'tainly not at all what we had Ijceu InJ to 
exi«cU 

On the whole the party were satisfied with their 
periormiuico. They certamly had tJic very roughest 
work, and it was a good training for the Gurkha. 
The party, in fact, had. got into cacli otker's stride, 

Arrange men ta had meanwhile been made to move 
the whole caravan on to Kyelang. 1 was very 
anrioua not to lose time. Tlic Monsoon evideutly 
cirossed the ridge Into the southern part of Lidioiil, 
and oiie otiuld see oveuy ilay roassea of clouds surging 
up over the hamer ridge. There was nothing to Ih* 
done where wo were, although wo left the oountry 
with regret, aa wo had had great hopra of making an 
e^loratJoiQ of the Upper Siasn Glacier, and atsrt of 
a great niasa of mountains to t!ie west and south of 
the junction of theOmiidra uud Bhaga Rivers which 
filled in the westeen end of the valley from Sissu. A 
magnificent group, and second only in boldness of 
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ottl.iitui to ouP Gimdlii Pi'uk; bul Tofkl hiu) litllfl tittio 
to wuste, and rnucli l^bo soleat ntop vv'aa to puali 
back as far oa |joisaibIc towards tJia Tibetan frontier. 

So we determiited to make for Kprtang by a don hie 
maniti, luiii ttience to the tmckct-groimd of Patsoo, 
at tilie bead of the Bbaga Iffver^ and to explore most 
attractive conutiy bi the rjeighbourboo<] of Patseo 
and the fioralacba Poks. All the information tliat I 
bod received pointed to ab«>)utelj fine weatber so 
far north, and tliie tbiie 1 was very bopefuJ. 

f really believe that 1912 was atJ vxceptitinally wet. 
year, but clouds at any rate catnc back oa for os the 
]jaraliu.'ba, and gave Ixtib rain and snow, altbntigh I 
must allow the rain was not very heavy nor the falls 
of snow bigb up very deep, and i bai th(^ caused us 
much less inconvenience tiian might Eiave been 
expected, the truth being that, altliough th^^’ orrivcid, 
tlioy bod boon drained of most of Uieir moisture in the 
Kulu Mountains. 

We beard afterwards that the Monsoon bi Kulu 
hud been exceptionally heavy tii the upper part of 
die vallf^, and 1 cannot imagiDc that the condition 
was normal, for we were quite on the borders of the 
almost minlesa country. In fact, even in winter the 
anowfoU ut Patoeo is light, although in KyoLuig itself 
the snow lies very deep. Otu augmented canivaii 
was noa* very considerable, and ai though Lobuulis 
are the most willing and obliging of billmen, Ujero 
are very few of thorn at the beat of times, and in the 
ffummet they and their pomes are mjoflt of them off 
trading—car lying grain, cloth, ctc.“to tliu wool* 
market at Patseo, or farther over the Baralocba to 
Leh bi Ladakh, and even into true TibcL 
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In consfi<]iiCHce wfi rikl imt gtt tlia ivhnJe I'liravaii 
oil tuitil iwo oVltfck ill the [iftcmiwn uf iltr JOll*. 
My wtfu aufi I'iilirsr, e«(;ortcd by the Gurkhas, 
several tiuiIc- loads, hiwJ gouo ahead dnritig Llic 
moruitig, atui when Todd and I staried we wcaw not 
Huito certain w hetlier they would stop nt Oiindla or 
pusli on to KyeUng, a full dgbteeii tiiilw fiftm Siftaii. 

Wluiu we slJiried we corofortod oureejvps with the 
Idea that there was, a* wc had lM?eii led to heliovo, u 
direct abort; cut from Qimdla into Kyolatig itver the 
hill, M that we rfioijld very likely eafch ihoiu op even 
if thf^ htwl gone on. This iiifortnattoii ti'aa delusive, 
oa will bo made plain. The ruatl to (itmdb, dull lit 
iteelf but an excdloiit row!, ta redoemed by the 
Tiiarvolloiie aspect of the great cliffu of the ttundla 
Peak, opposite to which w’e travel]cd the whole way. 

The hillsides out of which our road had been hukIo 
were of the dullest description of Tihettin countryj 
the only intereBt on the ro&rl itaelf being tliat as we 
neaicfl Guniila wo ijaaeeci tlie first really typical 
Lahoul houses. They rcimiidtMi one of European 
honieeteada. The first few 1 saw 1 imagined most 
belong to Boine heodouin or oilier, but soon found out 
my mistake. 

They are verv massively built, and evidently much 
itiperior, both in cleanlineaa and wunfort, to any 
houses we bad yet seen. Much trouble, too, in spent 
on the fields, which vrere well cultivated, and wherever 
water could be conveyed there was also a rich crop of 
grass, also some treee, chiefly willows. 

Guiidk itself is really wonderiuJly siruated, and 
h fl-<t quite a considerable tunount of fiat ground in its 
neigh hour hood. 
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Thi? house or tower nf the Thakur (fieiiflniao). six 
or se^'Rtii storioA Uigli^ remtndH one of a feudal eosile, 
AS it no doubt once waa. TIjo voUej’ hml widened 
out a gooif deal, and in cont^eqnonoc the genera! ^dew 
and setting would be hard to etfual. 

One hus a most striking view uf the (Jhooaa Oonc 
Olid the mounts ill masses to the west which. I havo 
befom men honed, tiud whicli separate Bora Banghol 
and Oliamba terdtory from LaltoiiJ. 

There is also a veiy comfortable Government 
hnngnlow, to which wc hastened, hoping to find 
jioasiLily our party and at any rate lunch—a tea- 
lunch, for it wan now G p.m. We found only a 
few stray mules, the moin camp had gone; but an 
excellent; lunch hod Injcti left, and we n'ere com- 
farted. So c>fimfnrted were we tliat we began to 
grow restless, goodness knows why; but we both came 
to the conclusion that it would be a good thing to try 
that short cut. 

The number of idiotic thin^ that I have done in 
my life must by now be oousidctable, but anything 
worse thau the step we now took I do not think I have 
ever eguallol, I think we were both really pleased 
at the idea of getting off the high-road, so wo decided 
tliAt the infomiAtion about the short; cut must be 
riglit, as the people seemed generally agreed that this 
rood was used. 

Below the village ts a great peninsula of mounlmns 
that runs down to the junction of the Chandra ami 
ilhago, with an evulcnt pass over it, directly above 
the village, but at least lour tliousoud ffva hundred 
feet above it 

Why two ordinarily more or leas sane people 
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nhoul’} tiiiuk they catj{<l clbuli tiO lliis pmts and detceiid 
the otlier aide, atariJtig at 6 p.iu., Ai)d still get in 
i|iiicker tliAu if they had kept to tJie higlt-rcuul, ia 
l>t'yend me, especially 4is tJie bigger idiot of tJic two 
bud bin arm in r flUsg. At any rate, four of iia diii 
atari off up very steep ba&hs, otid utrivod at the 
pass at 9 p.iii. It was abaaitttdy pitch dork, 
and barl weather was rapidly coming oil Strange 
to aav. we bad not forgotten to take a [antem with ita, 

I abo liad for oiico brought a wabkoat, but no coat-, 
illy orduiaiy walking costume b tight, uiid eetdoni 
uicludca these liuurtce. 

We had aimexed an old man who knew the road, 
but it grew ao dark that aa aooa of wc began to 
desceud be lost it, and we had to finrl one for ou>^ 
selves. Meanwhile it began to mtn in torrents, ami 
all w© oould sc© «'cre certum twinkles of light, ap¬ 
parently about two tkoitsund feet l>eb>w ns in Kyelang. 

1 thougljt tJiat nigJit was never going to end. I 
had to go with the greatest possible care, as a slip 
would probably have damaged my mending hn badly; 
m cousoqueuce I expect I delayed the party a good 
bit, Uow^ever, at about one o'clock wc oanm bang 
up against a village quite uncipeotofity, though nn- 
fortonately found it empty; but shortly, after much 
more Borambtiog about steep banka, we ran a^viiiat. 
another, and, after much yellhig and ©half, produced 
a sleepy man, who took us In tow, piloting us down 
the very' steepest of tracks te» a small bridge over the 
Uhagn, from wbich a sharp ascent brought us into 
Kyelang nud to the Govermuent bangalow by 
2 the most bedraggled crew, absolutely wringing 
wet, and ooverod with mud. 
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Our pass, 1.hii« nia^e, ia raJicd the TilbiJ-rij Of, on 
tlu^ nmp, tbo l{Ang-k&4a. auil |» uuirkott at fourtppu 
thoiisaofi piglit luuidfotl 

Wi' Icard aftfinrarda that it forms part of u Jtiiort 
out^ hut dot Kj Guutlla; Uie sUort cut runs directly 
to Siseii flcroais tlic hillside^ 

It may or may not be short'—I have my doubts— 
but tho ^'iew of the grand monntaui masses on eveiy 
side must nuike the point of view from the pass by 
daylight a marvcllotis one. 

The Lahotili who had brougiit us down was much 
tickled at the whole perfotmunce, and was the man 
with lUf, find also the excellent OfiptKf, Evctytiiing 
scomod to aniuse this creatnro. The whole incident 
afTerdcd considerable amusciuetit at our expense for 
some time to cotue. All the aomo, we made a most 
excoUoni dinner, quickly produced by the advance 
party, and were comfortsIdy in bed by 4 a,UL We 
spent the next day exploring Kyehing and repacking 
our iiulfitv We Lad also to engage tronaporti etc., 
and communicate with tlie Governiiient representa¬ 
tive, the hereditary Thakui of Lahoiil, and last, hut by 
no means least, to call on and make the acquaintance 
of Sir. aud Mib. 8clinat>pl of the Moravian Mifisinn, 
who have been settled in Kyelang for several year®* 
In fact, we spent a most interesting and useful day. 

Kyelang is delightfuL It ia the only consideiabla 
aetUeineiit in Lnhoul, and owns a small bazaar, a 
Tehsik and a post-office. 

There is ready a certam omount of rtiom round it, 
on ln)th sides of Um Uliaga, and coii^erable ciUtiva- 
tion. There is plenty of sail, and exceJlciit soil twi 
consequently the crops ape nuigiiilicent, though I am 
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t<jJd that tliere ia hareljf anfiiciont Cor tho popFulatinrn, 
ai»d that groin haa often to be brought over Croni 
Kulii. As unti niiinds tJie last bend of the higl^mml, 
Kyetoog reveola iteetf in a hotter n| green wiJlow- 
treea and vozdnat Helds, thanks to the akilfuiljr out 
out vstercoursesL 

Later on, after tha dejuirtajo of FQhier atuf Captain 
Todd, my wife and I spentsonio tuns in Eyolang, and 
therefore 1 wiU put oi! a ftirther description of its 
RurruuiicHiigs to a Inter citapter. 
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CHAKFJilR \7II 

MAIWA EFSDQil ANU KUSDiNOO 

Mb. Schnabel wm most kind, and gave us pJeutj of 
iofonimtioti, anil asajatwl hb also witii supplies, etc. 
We also luid an mterriew with the worthy post¬ 
master, Mr. Tnk Tnk, who introduced us to his 
brother, Air. Liik Luk—a Jdiid of LahouU Tweedledum 
and Tweedledee, hut too cheerful to quarrel about a 
rattle or ati 3 rthmg else. 

The Eo^aar was full of interesting traders—Spiti 
men, Lodakhia, Tibetatu;, Kulu tEsdcis, and a few 
from tliat weary ivildcmess, Zaakar, and also a eon- 
tinnons stream of shoep and goats passing through 
in big flocks with their limds^those going north tjilring 
little sacks of grain, chiefly rice, I believe, and those 
coming south from Fatseo having cither i mmense 
loUfl of wool slung across their hacks, or their little 
sacks flllfid with ^beUui salt or botaE. Alany cara¬ 
vans of ponies, too, similarly laden, wended their way 
through the one narrow street. 

We liad now to arrange, besides transport, to take 
our main camp to Fatseo, for a ccrlain of 

porters who would stay with us and help to move our 
cUmbbg camps. This required some arrangement, 
as altliough we only wonted eight or nine men, stiU 
food had to be taken for theni, 

too 
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Patsoo IB ii fIcBert, fxjaatingno village. Tho Qcfut^t 
one ia some way lieJtiw it, aud whan onwj tlio wool- 
matket. b over, there » not a aoul Ivit. and it relapfien 
into its norniikl deaert state. 

A cortaiii amount of grain can bo bought from tiio 
tradenii but iiaturatiy t.ljey only bring re&Uy enough 
for their ow'd requirementa. Howevorj everyone uvaa 
\-flrj' oTiligiiig and helpful, arrangements wcore soon 
mode, and <>iir ear a v ark once more start od off coni' 
(ortably on July 18, the transport conBiating of men, 
women, anil ponies. 

Travel b easy enough in Kulii, but the porters there 
are usually grumpy and ootiiplain of their loade, 
be.sitJes clamouriug for taiciralicreh. We found the 
Lahnulb much pleasanter and mnch better earriurs, 
and never—^wcll, hardly ever^a grumble, and seldom 
a demand foi- backs]leeab; they got eome at times, 
though. They are not a tobuat people to look at, nor 
very muscular,but arc undoubtedly tough and strong, 

()«r first stage to Jbpa, a bugbh march, was very 
pleasant. The liillsides were coveted with pencil cedar, 
nf which round KyoU)^ and up to and beyond Jlspa 
there are quite considerable forests. Also for aonie 
three miles after leaving KyeJang one passes through 
plctuireqiir vUlago* atitl cuHivotion, with large w'atcr* 
wiinsea flanked by willow-trees, whbh reuiinded me 
of GUgit and Chitral. 

Tixld was veiy gliKirny over the weather, and it 
looked BO thick that my belief in the dryness of the 
Ttlieton bfmler was cousidcnihly strerJicd. Mean¬ 
while, it aflorded u» a gMxl marching day, cool and 
without sun, and just enough mist to remind one of 
hoiuii. 
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At JiHpa tfia river wideuii out, nud iti cotisequence 
tiiore were sevoml JihalTow cLettneb. Wi? thought 
that At siiy rate the water would no! be colder here 
than it had bwn at Kokfiar, 80 our ^rhermAn, Keliai 
Slug, was dwpatdied, with the result that evecyom 
enjoyed an ample fish dinner, enough lieiiig left over 
for breakfast next- monung. 

Prom Jiflpa to Darcha is about four miles, the road 
crosBUig the remaina of a fearsome stone avalamihe. 
In fact, not so vety many yean* ago, the whole hillsido 
must have swept across the valley. 

■^e D^ha bridge crossas the Kahtlo Topo fitream, 
which brings down nearly as much water as the Bhaga 
iteelf. Up this stream nms the road to Zaskar* over 
tlicShingn U, the mam thoroughfare—if it b possible 
to call a very rough jjath and a pkteen thousand feet 
paw a thoroughfate—between Zaskar and Kyctang. 
Fwm thence the rood ascends gradually for eight 
nules to Fateeo, the scenery growing more and more 
Tibetan in character. 

Opposite Darcha, on the left bank of the Bhaga 
Ri\'et, tlim are fine rocks and clilfs and broken 
mountain-side, and Iiore, if anywliere in tida part of 
Lahoul, ibex ahi>uld be found. But I saw no sigua m 
LalupuJ of really aliooteble ibex, neither tracks nor 
old heads put up on bouses, the usual custom, and 
I should im^ne from all that was told me, tliaf 
a forty-inch ibe^ w^aa quite the outeide measurement 
to be found in the whole country. Although we had 
travelled ever a great deal of loputed ibex ground, 
and were to travel over more, none of the party saw 
any ibex worth aliootiiig. 

Ou the moajitaias wliieh form the buundary of 
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Kiiti! there i» no tloubt a fair Kprmkiing of red bear, 
otJujTwiBe 1 doubt, very much whether a visit to 
Lfdioul for sporting purpoaes olono woidJ tie worth 
while. 

On one's first arriva], Pataeo strikes one as deudiy 
cireaiy, and it is only reliwod by the numemua camp 
of the Bhotia tiwiftrs and their Hooks. For a wihlw- 
noes it hmmIo <juito a biiay Rccne, With the usual 
exaggerntion, we were told by Gopoo that there 
would be at least eight or nine butHlrwi ciicampiiicutB 
of Bhfltias, besides the Kulu tmilore^ hut, being fore¬ 
warned and by now accu^t^uiifid to this is'ay of putting 
thiiiga, we were really pleasantly snqiriaed to rin<l 
that there were at least fifty. 

There ia also a little bangalow, more substaiitisUy 
and conveniently built than a refuge, ruul cartaitily a 
great boon at tUis out-of-the-way place ami at this 
njughly, twelve thousand three humlrod and 
fifty feet. 

Hero we made our hcad<|iiartcra duruig our subse¬ 
quent esqilorationfi of the mountains b the vicimty- 
We had also to victual ourMlvea—no voiy easy job— 
nftd to lay in afxires of wood, for at Patseo itflclf there 
tu no firewood tibtainablo, and coolies had to bo 
despatched for a considerable dhsiauoe to coUeet ii:- 

Sheep also btid to be found, for tbe canyuig-sbeep 
ia a bit ttm tongh for eating, and naturally the traders 
are by no meatts keen to part with their transport. 
Some M<ihammcdnu traders come yearly and do a large 
business, chiefly in wool, and therefore are prepared 
for a long stay. 

We spent a good deal of time watching the Bhotia 
camps. The Tibetan txadew drive I heir animals 
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(l(Avn, uml, ill gciiDral, nliear theni ou arrival at Pai«eo, 
whf^n the woo) la prmnptlj stocked, ond Inter on 
wound up into rmpes ond tken twisted iuto l>alea, 
either for pony or aiieep carriage. We did not find 
it mnoli efiek'r to buy the wool-aheep either for food, 
nor were they of niucli use, tia tlieir long mardies 
from the higher Tibetan pfainBj often through a 
countiy where tbore ^ little grass, !md m&ile them 
very tihin indeed. The wool u; apparently of fair 
ijuaiity; the fleocea are inunejiso, but verr loose, and 
probably each deeee is nowhorG near as heavy os the 
niiidt niore thickly packed European fleeces, (rreat, 
and I believe successfril, offorta are now being mode 
to orosa the Gaddi sheep with the best strains of 
Meiiao, but it wUl be a very Jong time before the 
Tibetan sheep is impraved. 

Besides the wool trade there ts a large unoiint of 
1)0roK Aiul Tibetan salt horterod for grain, cloth, and 
green tea, in which r.here ia a conHidcrable business 
wftli the Eangra Valley, 

We quite made friends with one very fine Tibetan 
iiujTcliant, who hofi a large oncampment, and who 
employttl several servants, shepherds, etc,—evidently 
a wealthy man. Also, w'hieh shows what Jong dis* 
tancfls the Tihctanft travel, we found an acquaintance 
among the trmlcra, who had conn? all the way from 
Darjeeling, and who w-as inmi«lmtply recognbed by 
my scR’ant, Ho had either married money and set 
up es a trader, or had got an opening in the wool trade 
and beon succcaaftil; but I think the fonmir was the 
foci. We found two or tlirec others who spoke 
Nt'pnioae, to the Gurklios' great amusement. 

Til ore wore abo travelilug Liuuuh who gave iia u 
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vnrifty fntertftininciiif a IdiiiJ of semi-devLl claaco, 
conrtiirling with trcitinntious magic. Alter aiiitelib 
incaiiUitii>iiSt tLo very eJderly liciul of the troupe 
illy on IiH Ijoek^iviitle anetlier Lama, Laving p1aee<l a 
large and ahaly aJaL of stone on Lis atomacL, proceed 6<] 
to hammer it until it LrokcL It was fairly ncatJy 
done, buti tJicre little doubt that the I'lida were 
held up, so that little damage was done to the o!tl 
gentleman^s rather fikinny middle. After iLia the 
collcctiug plivie, one of their brass cymbals, went 
round tlio congregation—^for a aiHidl crowd had been 
attracted, and were sitting on tlie ground in a acmi- 
cimle, Cliandra Sing )«:l off with a two-anna bit, 
followed In' uuiuerous Tilfctana and LahouE'?, all of 
whom, to oiir BUTiJrise ajnl joy, donatetl a pin or a 
noedle, '\\'‘hy, T failod to understand, but the Lamas 
eocmed quite pleasetl. The two-anna bit and our 
one rupee were tlie only ooins among a bundle of 
pins ajul needles, 

meanwhile our woofistach was collecting, and we 
sLoiiM soon be rca<iy to start, TJicre is a pletboru of 
mo nil tains svirroundlng Patswi, but the Sun'ey AIup 
cenamJy does not do justice to (iLe conn try. At the 
same time, conddoriiig tiie gigantic amount of virtually 
uinidiabiled country lying between Ladakh and Tibet, 
hoving no impnrtutico at all to anyone but l.he <>cca- 
aional sportsman or traveller, 1 do ru>t koc bow it 
would 1)6 powiblc to make a map on the lints, say, 
of the Swiss Siogfrioi map or the present Govemmeut 
map. 

On the right bonk of the Bhaga. ami directly over¬ 
hanging Patfico, are immensely steep bonks, over¬ 
ly ip[)vd by wtiat uppojirml to be on ordinarily fine 
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ruck ii«ak of tif> jjartiruJiir drmtwioii*. 
aht*rtPii«1 wjm ita iwtpoct, that oflpr oiir ontflrtauiniPUt 
was over, about eleven oVli*ck, Fflhitir juid Todd 
out to *ee if thuy conW find n ™y 
in tho hopes that they might cUnib it. Thus began 
the dist Attempt on Matwa Ktiwii«f». 

The hanl diy air and gunoml samentw of cobjnnng 
had mweh to do, no doubt, with our inal^ility at firat 
U) take in t.hc aeale. as well as the foTMlinrteniog of the 
peak; Imt after their subaoquenl expenmeo we often 
taiighwl at ouwelvwt, Tlniy travellijd a irememlouB 
pace up about threo tbounaod six htindr«>d feet of 
Btcvp graxirig Imiiks aful rook dAUria, and tapkled the 
first apparent rib of rook leading to Urn inain peak. 

Tlioy muat have got to ev<T eeventcen timuisand 
feel before they t:^jmpd bark, and had fust begun to 
taste the real i|uaiity of their umiortaking. Even on 
their rvtnrn, although they gave a great, account of 
the peak, tJiey thought another two hour* would liavo 
Been them to the top. 

The peak harl to he baggwl anyhow; that was a eer* 
tainty and a tieceBaifyt still, nlthnugh they atlowwl 
thal they had not even yet harl a rmt view of their 
way, tJjey dkl not inuiguje they would have any 
dtfTiculty, 

On JuJy 22 w'e starn’d off with a camp and supplios 
atilBcicnt for three days, for tiiey had caught glimpses 
of many niountaina and large glacinrs to tJic north, 
and were eager to exploro Uierii- Tliis time I mode 
one of the party as canip^innsior, oa ! was now able 
partiiilly to use my arm, and emph^ed. my aling only 
an a rrat* We cani[jotI on o morainiMjoverod glacier 
directly under the peak, at a heigltl of fifteen thouBand 
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feet, iimi directly under their route of the previOUB 
dftV. and spent the evening struggling vritb the primus 
Stoves. The primus »Uyve ]a lihe t,hc little girl with 
the little curl. When it la gorxl it b very, very g^, 
etc.j but it is BO very solilooi good, and wlien it is 
peculiarly Imrrid It blows up, li. was pociiliarly horrid 
tliat evening. 

Even from our camp, whitli was not vcjy wed 
situated for views, we got a fine outlook towards tho 
Biiralacba Puss, and over the luam massif of Lahoul 
Wo were also mitoh attracted by the poaka at the head 
of Patflco nuUaU, and hoped later ou^ if we con hi 
TOich them, to get a fine view over Imlk LoliouJ and 
SpitL I am gWl to say w© were not disappointed. 
Meanwhile we made our plans for the moruing- 
Fuhrer, Todd, and Chandra Bing were to bo oC 
betimes, and 1 and tbo rest of tbc Gurkbas were to 
take Lbe camp across tbe glacier w© were on. crosa a 
stoepisb rock'jhlge and another glacier beliind it, and 
find a suitable camp near tbe base of a very fine peak, 
part of whirJi Totld ami Fiibrcr Iiad observe*! during 
tbeir previous recunnaissaucc. 

I felt! really on my logs again, having at last out a 
stop or tw'o, ami hold tight—a very groat advaoc*- 
Before dark wo crept into our tente—^Tndd and 
Fuiirer in ono, and mywlf alone in another- Pubror’s 
oft *-Topcatod remark, ^ Ob, Mnjnt Bruce, you do 
sitoucb soj* accountod for this, 1 dont always 
Bunuch, but when I do T Butmeb to some purpose. 
Anyhow, I*ni glad I’vo got that won! glad that 
1 snouched BO a» to find out what anoucliing was. 

Th© climbing party left in (he niglit, and the luggage 
am] atttmdaula wheu it was sufficiently light to oook 
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Olid and pack ia cam/ort. Quit« a ecraiubkf took 
us up to tUo Tiiige, wlicji some time was spent in 
photography. Here I saw for tho first time wliat. 
the party was in for, and I must say was ttuly im- 
pressptl, Tlio ridge looke«i most unoomprombiing. A 
glamte at the right-liaiicj ridge of tlie photograph will, 
I am sure, convince anyone how eitreniely difficult, 
die rook ditnhing must have licen, I mvtsl also 
point out that the chief trouble Jay between seven¬ 
teen thousand feet and the top—about another two 
thntifiatid fecL Now, this in a very great height 
at which to be confronted with sever® gymnastics, 
and tt was evilont that the climbing would be of 
the steepest description, and prolonged for several 
hours. 

To ilivorge, my hope that a very much greater 
height than has yet been reaolted may still be achieved 
ia greatly based on perfenmmees of this kind. Mr. 
Mummery, Professor Collie, oiMi Kifieman Ragobir 
TJmpa, mode a couph' of climbs on that desperate 
rodc-ridge of Natiga Parbat of the same character. 
Now, liot.Ii (JieiHt f.ieea.sioiui culled for phyisieal eiertion 
of the very greatest: infinitely greater than is required 
for walking up even steep snow-«lopea in good con¬ 
dition, us although tho latter is, at great hciglits, 
extremely tiring. Ft la regular work without sudden 
Ircmmidous exertion. Even when step-oulting Inm 
to bo done, t!io ase-swing can be regular and the 
IcMuIor ohaugud. Men wdio have the ncceasaiy .phy¬ 
sique io do difficult gyninaatics at twenty thousand 
feet can, I am sure, on suitable ground, odd another 
six thousand feet to tltis. 

To continue with the coolies. After ciussing the drat 
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riilgc wo fftiJliil aimtlier IjkmuI glacier lo cniss, and 
nnotLcr small ridge, followed by y©t aiiotlicr glacier, 
till llie side of wliicli a very comfortable camp vm 
foviiid in a little basin oii the moraiiio. Tlie tonta 
piteked, the stniggle of the day was faced—tliat ifl to 
nay, the two primua ntoves were got out. One blew 
up at once to show ito iiuiepeiidcrKM?, It was a fear- 
some struggle of some hours, but finally one gave in 
and deigned to cook tlie soup, and only just, in time, 
for nigiit wOB approaching, and tlie climbcie would not 
he kind if warm, food was not ready. However, wdien 
three w*eary beings did arrive there was something to 
Welcome them with. Tliere was no doubt' about the 
cUmb; all their cluthea were tom—to wit, in the most 
important places. Uaviug had a look at llie moun¬ 
tain, 1 was quite prepared for what they had to say 
about it. 

After leaving the camp they soon joined the icc- 
alope from the loot of which they hud tiimod back 
two days before. Three hundred feet of this had 
to be cut up by lantern light, then to the real ridge up 
a steep and rotten couloir. Tlie ridge turned out to 
be very steep, and broken up into continual little 
pinnacles, only one of which could they turn, the 
remainder had all to 1>© climbed over, and w'ere of the 
narrowest description. 

Tho final ascent to the suiimiit was obng two 
knife-edge® of hard snow, each from one hundied and 
fifty to two hundred yards long. 

The deacent over the same route, tho only possible 
one, took kuigei than the ascent, but finally they 
orrived at the new camp at 6,30 p,m., having been 
fifteen and a half hours on the go. 
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Tho of the Mftiwa EiiTiilinwi is, I hopp, nine- 

IfCJj tJiovifiiiiul five LimiJnxl feet, our Wfw eaiiip bebg 
aemitecn tlKHtaaiHl fwt. apiiwjdmately. 

1 can thijik of no cUinh that liaa ken acoomplbhed 
tn the Hmmlaya to compare to Urn in diSieultj, with 
the ejseeption of Mr» Munimeir'a befoiti*itientioticd 
ftitenipts on Naiiga Piirbat, and I think the greatest 
credit is due to the leader 

The next day 'was devoted to recovery, andp as 
there were poolies, and food arrangements to bo 
made, I, tl^« cripple of the parly, set ofl w tho early 
moming for Patseo. 

We foimd out that the farther and higher peak tiiat 
they were aiming for was called Euinltui, anil Kundini 
they were detomiliiod to add to Maiwa Kundiiioo, 
So a sufiiei<nicy of fowl and coolies were left wii h them, 
and it was hoped, ii the always doubt hi 1 weather hold, 
that they would have anotJier success. 

Meanwhile preparations had to ho made for a fur¬ 
ther move north, and the biuok-up of the party, Por 
it was no use my wife sitting alone in such a wUdemcaa 
as Patetjo when she might return to the greater comfort 
and pleasantness of Kyelaiig, within reach of the kind 
Sclinakls, Everything in this world is a matter of 
contrast, and though Kycliuig is not complete oivili- 
aation, it is so in coniparisou with Pataeo, Conae- 
queutly tjatispon had to he coUeoted, stores broken 
up and divided. The menagerie, too, not very large, 
but of all flhapea—two ponies, a retriever, a dachs¬ 
hund, and a black cocker spaniel—all went back to 
Kyclang, 

The following day the upper camp arrived, Ui 
charge of the Gurkhas, who told us that Todd and 
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Fuhrer ImO gone on nloim, and that they had been 
sent, bank with tlio camp. Chandra Sing was v*er>' 
uncimifortAblp with badly infiamutl eyes; lie ha*! con* 
tinuaUy token liia glaaaea off on Maiwii Kuoflinoo. 
and this was tbo result. They aLwt said that the 
wctttitM had Ix’.en bad in the tiighf., and that Todd and 
Fiihrer were very late starting, arid, tliiiiking to make 

gtcatcT pace, hafl gone alone. 

Ko dciuht. climbing two on a rope doee allow much 
greater pace, ami <lnnng our espetlitioa it waa re¬ 
peatedly ilone. W^ith adequate espcrieiice and care 
I do not ew why it. should uot be safe, oR most inouit- 
tahts, always proviiied that neitimr of the two arc 
liemiineia. Many of our climbs were with only (w’O 
on the tope, and Bt>me of the most difficult—Fiihrer 
and Lnlbabadur, and Fuhiet and Ttxld. ^ 

I know all imuiuuls on mountahujcting condemn 
this prurtice, and pmbably it is not a wise one for 
gejiMul na© in the Alps; at the same time immy very 
magnificent performances have been done by two 
men nloiie-notabty Mr. Muimriery's many^ilijnbs m 
the Tyrol, where I believe it is the custom. At any 
rale, wo never had any imtoward oecunences or 
trouble from this practice. It », of coume. not a 
particularly safe coumo whou much orevmwwl glacier 
has to be crosiHid, 

Just as it WBS glutting tUe two clinibers 
sighted, and on their arrival we were veiy glad to hear 
oi their success. 

During the day I had spent at the higher camp, 
seventoeti thousand feet, I had elimhid up to the 
top of a small ridge which gave me an cxceUeni. view 
of Kundini and the approach to it over the glacier. 
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Tlic weatJifr liorl ftecii ao rough during Llio night 
thut Totld did not AtArt till 6 Tho mJlo or so of 
glactcir could be crossed at a grent. pace, and they 
nuide ilireot for the eastern ar^te In fairly clear 
weather. Todd described the cliiiib oa chiefly being 
up and over steep rock gullica and little riba of rock 
pitting out from the snow-faces; the hna! climb to tJie 
top being lip very steep slabs. Filled with oiithii- 
fiieam, on their descent they trai^eriied tlie mmintaifi 
b> a iiorth-westem artlte, and descended about cigtit 
hundret! feot of sceop- snow, tbence steeji skba and a 
traverse more to t.ho iiorili lunrleti them in on un¬ 
pleasant tee couloir, rather exposed to storms, and 
gave them great tremble; but llunUy ihey landed on 
the flat glacier. A long march over three glaciers 
and small dividing ridges brought them to the direct 
lino to Patijeo, where tliey arrived by dark. The 
lieiglit of the jieak waa twenty thousand (ive hundrotl 
feet, approxitnately, and it gave them a very fine 
oxpwliliou, the only drawback to whicli was the cloudy 
weather, os this point nndouhtedty comimuiils a groat 
view UJ the weat and north oyer Zaskar and diuiidie 
and LahoiiJ. 

It had been, in fact, a mosL successful opening U) 
our Patsso campaign. Tw'o most <Ufilcult peaks had 
been ascended, aXToiding eveiy description of moun* 
tain work, and an immense extent of country hod 
been Been, Three or four glaciers, untnarked on the 
map. Lad been crossed, arid from both our high camps 
the barrier of mountains east of the Baralo^a Pai^ 
hfui been cart>fulJy examined with our binoculars— 
the barrier beiwoen true Tibet and Lahoul, if not 
politically, at leaat geographically. 
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it is A must attructtve ndgij, holding Sve or six ri^j 
fine pointii. We det^nnined nt once Hint oiv naxt 
more must be in tkcii diiepttoo^ but wg were not 
certain whether wo ought to crosa the fiaraJncha or 
not Finatljr niter much exsminAtion, we deddal to 
tiy them fiiut &oni the Lnhoul etdCf and this turned 
out to bo a most flucecnsfiil move on our part. 


CHAPTER IX 
THE SAKTI RIDGE 

On July 28 tbe two camps divid<!d, but imfortunatdy 
my wi/e was obligM to stay on a couple of da^ m 
Pftteco, as all the tjansporti ponies bod not arrived. 
Also our nioaf reliable cook» Keliar Sing, was down 
witJi 4 bad chill, cauglit from fUiKing up to Uk middle 
in tlie«* icy waters. Todd'a Goanese servant ateppccl 
into liifl breach. 

I admiiwl him very much. He really was a fish 
out of wrtttir. Of no physique and bating cold, still 
lie did bis work like a man, Conaidering that lua 
home is south of Bombay, in probably as soft and 
warm a climate as is to found in Asia, and always 
fioft and warm too, having viituoJly no cold weather, 
I think it wonderful how well be cootixi for and 
looked after us. He stayed with us in our upper 
camp for five days, and bod a taste of real rough 
weather into tJie Iwrgaiu, Personally I dtd not think 
he would ever arrive, let alone be able to work, but 
lie rolled up all right wiUi the porters, more or leas 
andling. 

He had bis first dose of Himalayan travel on our 
(iiBt match from Patsco, oiul a full dose too. We 
bad been ivaiuod to start early for out vflJl^, which 
lay a little north of the mam Tibetan road and on 

lU 


115 


THE 1L\KT1 HEDGE 

Iho riglit b&iik o| the Bba^, iis ihi? nml mvi tougli 
anil eroaawl by uiMiy glacier atreams, wLicli nieaiai, 
of wars®, tliJit all siivh Btraams are raiich easier to 
in tlio morning, as by the afternoon a greater 
iHjrfy of water oomes liown, often tnming a KtnaiJ 
stream into a torrents 

Todd had not hod enough the day before, allJwii^ 
it had been a very artluons day, ao bo started off in 
the mombig to try and &jd an ibex, a Kulu merchant, 
vho was a bit of a sportsman on his own acooiiiit-, 
being his guide, fie bail (juito onongb before he lual 
finished. Ab a matter of faet, the walk in itaoll was 
quite sufficiently fatiguing. Most Himabyan pomes 
are excellent over bad groundi and those we had with 
ua were no exception. We did not get to our fiiat 
really difficult aiream, a swollen torrent, until alwut, 
two m the afternoon, ontl it was a qiiefltion whether 
we couH get acrcjas. However, the climbmg-rtqjes 
were brought into use. and the ponies unloa^led, aud 
everything safely landed on the far side, but even 
liera'it was a pretty liard struggle- An hour and a 
half of rough hillside, and we came within sight of 
our camp, where the valley bifurcated. 

Here was a question to solve. To our front, and 
cutting UB off from our camp, was another and much 
tnoro fonnidabic torrent, w'liile below iia was the 
Tuain stream down the valley, crossed by a fine snow 
bridge of winter avalanche snow, but on the far suia 
was an extremely steep and rotten bank. Both the 
descent and ascent were much too diUjcitlt for the 
ponies, and ihia involved many joumeys- 

Fiibrcr ptoniptly crossed wdth two of the laden 
Lahoulis, and had to hack out a number of steps 
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in th(? opposite slope before tlity eoulil g^f along, 
that ]n, Captfdu TimM, w Ijo bod now joined ub, 
and myBdf—flid not think tJibt gtxid enough, and 60 
we pushed on with the ponifs to the sWeam, wwJ 
great fun we iiad. 

The energetic Gopoo and the Mohamniwlan sbikam 
were with difficultj? passed over with the elimbiiig- 
njpea, and we followed, the rope having been made 
fast. The poor Goanese boy got a gowl ducking, 
being swept off his feeti by the rush of water, but heid 
on maiifidly to the rope until he w'as rfacnod. 

A narrow place was then fotirul higher up the 
stream, where tfie water rushed between rocks down 
a smalt watcrfail, too broad, however, to risk a jump. 
The poniea had to be unhiden and sent back, us they 
oouH not have manugod either place without danger 
«ot worth riBkiug. We then made u pulley, and the 
loads were elung across on the stretched rope, and 
carried up to a safe place, ViTicn all were collected, 
we mode a porterage to our camp, ctossuig tlic main 
fitreum by a convement snow bridge. 

The comp, which we had noted, was in a very 
pleasant piano in deep blue grass on which a herd of 
half'brtd yaks were grazing, the gaffer of the gang 
being a very handaomo old tnaji witJj a long black- 
and-white coat. They had been turned out to graze, 
utid I auppoac in a niontli or two would be seat for 
by their owners. They seemed to moke uothitig of 
croeoiiig glacier streams, and the small yaks dis¬ 
appear^ entirely under water in some of the deeper 
parts without disturbing themselves in any way* 
Thej* fed about, too, ou the most wmarkably steep 
l>aiikfi. 
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The steep lhat wo hud brought^ wiUi m attacked 
the blue witJi avldify* The caitip was far 

enough liaek to be of! tho liiii) of fcim flocks crossing 
the BarakcUa, although the Tibetans, befon: iheir 
return, do their iMsjt to find placet in which to fatten 
up their flocks again Iieforo storting ou the long 
more]IBS Iwick through iin almost barm country. 

At this point, about fourteeo thousand Jive hundred 
feet, we established a base catnp. Firewood was 
colleciwl, and cnir Rparc storea of food, etc., deposited. 
Tho shcop wen? turned out to eat their fill of the blue 
grass, whlcli they enjoyed, poor old tldnga. 

Captaijj Totlil took a day of! after hU continual 
exertions uf now many days, while Fiih«sr and myself, 
taking the easterly branch of the valley, clinihed, by 
means of avaianebo snow and a long and stony 
valley, on to the glacier above. Here we turned to 
tlie west, and finally mniuited a little peak directly 
over our comp and some three thousand feet above 
it. on the dividing rklgc, tn fact, frojii which we got 
a spJerulid vti;u’ of the inotmt^dnii that we were on our 
way to explore. To oilr north Jay the gtaoier, which, 
(IS the valley we were in was called the Kakti, wu 
named die Little Eoktt Glacier. 

We w'cre also able to take a level to tt trigono¬ 
metrically measured jmbt directly oyer the Bocalacha 
road, to wit, Topacliond, seven teen thousand three 
hundred and thirty-five fi?el, which appeared to 
be slightly below the point on wtiich we w'ere 
standing. 

At the heart of the small cireJo made by the Llttln 
Kakti Glacier W’os a very atiTactfve peak, not muedi 
more than two thousand feet above tltc head of the 


1 IB KlliU AM) laATIOtn. 

gkcif^r, himI &om wliifJi it was eviiieut we sLouldt get 
a fine outlook. 

Directly to our east was a remarkable mass, the 
boldest al the bold cIlH ami ice sceneiy. 

' We must have that peak too/ said Fiilijcr, 
'That is a magniiicent mountain. B^it first let us 
climb tie little peak at the bead of the glacier/ 

Down wc floppi?d to canrp again, I much pleased, as 
my aim bad not troubled me and I had done a good 
scramble, and now felt tliat at any rate, with care, 

1 could tackle snow and ice slopes without fear os long 
as there was no pulling up to be done. 

Steep rooks were still quite beyond mo; easy rocks, 
with a little assistance, cotikl be managed. 

We found Todd with cvoiything ready, and very 
keen to know what hod seen, so, having oitungL'd 
for the Gurkhas to take our camp up during the day , 
and having described to them w<here to go—luckily 
quite easily done, as therQ were certain patches of 
earth on Uie hiUsidos which could no lie missed, 
we got everything ready for an early atari. 

At three o'clock we w^ere off. A very misty morn¬ 
ing, We were A party of four—^Tixbi, Fiihrer, myself, 
and Chojjdra Sing—and, following our tine of the 
day before on to tbe glacier, or rather moraine, con¬ 
tinued directly to the north, where we soon got on 
to the clear tco. Two Eiours of LTCvasse hopping and 
sigsagging brought us to the foul of our peak, or, I 
should say, to the foot of the tnain ridge of the waier- 
dicd on which our peak was aituated. 

An hour's scramble up a steep and broken hillside 
landed us on (op of what proved to be the edge of a 
great enowfield, wbicli ilrained down to tlio Tibetan 
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fttiie. Here ive hud A n*ul brfukfaat, aiid were ready 
for it, as we had l>een gouig lor five tioius, and it had 
been very cold in tJie early misty morning crossing the 
glacier. 

A fliiow walk of an hour and a half took na to the 
top of onr peak without difficulty, though i.bu last 
rise was steep and fatiguing, and f!ie height oonsMac- 
abli!—namely, aa far as wo could moke out, jtdneteeii 
thousand tliree hundred feet. 

All the heights that I give can only he approxi- 
niatcly rigid, hut I do lint think there Is any great 
errox, and I do not really mind if there is a sqmll one, 
as we had not come to cstahliali a' height record.* The 
heights were all taken witli a moat extcllcul aneroit! 
of Todd's. Kow, I know vay well that no aneroid 
readings are to he trusted, so by way of keeping inside 
the mark we always blocked off four hundred feet 
to prevent exaggeration; besides which light-hearted 
step, I tested the aneroid at iiuuiy already meainired 
points up to Hcven teen thousatul feet, and found tiiat it 
almost exactly oorrespondud; on the only occasions on 
which it showed a iliJlercncc it bvariahty erred iu 
marking a lew height than that given in the map. 
Undfir those conditions 1 do not think that any 
measurements are likely to ha more than five hundred 
feet out, eveu at the highest oomputatioiu 

Our flesceiit w'as very tapid, and after about two 
and a half hours' quick going w© arrived at some 
fiattish morain© near the end of the clear glacier, an 
excellent contre f(W expeditions, near the loot of the 
big peak on which Fiihrer hud his eye; but a repulsive 
moraine in itoeif, eii'ciy slotm up on end, a wildomess 
of stones, aud sharp ones. I'iihrer seemed to like 
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it, so wo sat (lovVTi and finlshc>{[ what food wo Lad 
with us, mnl awaitwl Iho coolies. We also named 
tlio place Soft Stone Comp,' and did onr Ijost to 
cover up and flatten eouie of tiie fiharp points of 
the camping-groufid. 

The cooL'es arrived in tho oftcraoon, pretty tirorl 
fas also the Goanese boy), for most of the road is 
over loctso inorsino, and there is no tuoTO fatiguing 
work than this, oqjccially for heavy-laden mon, and 
the heiglit was considerable, about Bcvcnteen thotiaand 
five himdred feet above the sea. 

But wo soon had a fire going, and deapatched the 
porters. Then our usual brow of mixed soup, con¬ 
sisting of a portion of moot, Eniprote, and onious, to 
wlwli very ofton we added some of Colonel Renniek's 
clri^ potato flour. A moot excellent jtui-au-^feu, 
which stipphed all one wanted, and was mode just a 
little more appotixing by the addition ol a eeasoniiig 
of cunj^'powder. 

The following morning, well before it waa light, we 
were off to the watershed again, our object being to 
croBs the hill snowfield we had boon on before, and 
make a peak on the far edge, which evidently over¬ 
looked the Lingti plains, Tibof;, ami Zoskor, 

It was light before we got on to the anowfield, ^ 0 * 1 , 
as usual, just before the sunrise it became very cold. 

The approach to oui peak was across cosy rising 
onowficldsj graduoliy increasing in ateepness until wo 
arrived at the foot of thu peak, whence a little sharp 
ridge of auow took us acicws some large, but nut 
formidable, crevafiacs, landing us on a amal? ooJ on 
the nmin ridge leading to tJio summit. Thcuce a 
vtity tJnitp rise of finme eight hundtud feet, and we 
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wtire iiii top (iiid rCHiiy for breakfaBt, alJ very 
Iiuiigiy, 

TJiifi pt'ak ou(*t<)ppo(l our pwik of tlio proviotts day 
by tvonio buiuir^ <if and wi} did not ht^aitate to 
place it at niuetecn thousand ai.^ Liindrcd feetapproxi* 
iiiatciy. The viott- to the north, oust, and wont was 
tnwit j I iterating. \Vc appeamd to be on the edge of 
the mountainous snow world, for, with the excepdon 
of ibo 2aahar peuka to the west, the Ituidscape Bccniod 
to be biire of smow. 

Nothbtg could bring home to oue so vividly tiic 
greni dryjjcaa of the atmosphere os t 4 > obsen’e tliose 
iiuiiinmrabJe rolling tuountnins, boasting but few 
peaks cerraiiJyt hut se\'em] of these, though over 
nineteen thousand feet, with hardly any snow them 
at all. The glacier, even in the direction of Zoakar, 
from om point of view seeiited to Uow' down from 
the south to the iiortli and to be almost, free of 
moraine. ^Vhito rivers were flowing between brown 
hiilsidos, a veiy curtoiin efiect. We ctiuld sec almost 
inuntdlately below ns nearly the whole of the Liugtv 
plains, with suificient herbage on them to give, at 
that distance, a tinge of green among the prcviub- 
ing roddieb cojommg, a very tinconmioa but not 
attmedvo lotU msetnMc, and, except for aporttjjg 
purposes, I would not core to travd in suchdeptesaing 
surcoujidings. The inountalna, though considerable, 
are just immense rounded mounds. The volleys, 
however, are deceptive, as for some months they hove 
an excellent crop of the famous blue grass, and for at 
least two months large flocks of sheep, chiefly belong¬ 
ing to the Gfuidi shepherrls, I am lold, graze therm 
The groouig is of the richest deecriptioii. 
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Zdskar to t!io west, Miougb Imte enough in iilf 
cniiscitincrfi, is wiM, brokon, ant! wiv»go to si degree: 
a. more inlioapitabk* coiintrj' it would W.liarrl to 
hnd; hut soniv of the peska ore &tie and boldly 
sbnped, especially one dose to the C'hamba'^Lahmil 
tionler, a perfect aiigar-conc of considerable height, 
probably over twenty-two thousand feet, and most 
uncomproiuialiig in appearaucc^ It would require a 
regnlar siege to tncklo 

The great difficulty in Zaekar travel by the main 
route via the Ungti plains to Fadatn, the capitjLl, is 
due, I am told, to the number of etreania to be n^- 
tiated. I should much like to travel there. Its 
in tense aavagenees attracted me; there seemed to be 
notlting dull in its outlook nor tame m its desolation. 
They must bo a hard people who live there, and able 
to stand great cold. They certainly Bodcr very much 
if exposed to beat, and object to going down tn'cu 
into quite temperate climates. 

From our peak we had a moat beautiful view of the 
great peak above our camp. Clouds were drifting 
about already, ami we could see great mafisos to tbe 
south, which did uot look well for us; but just enough 
clouds were drifting round the big peak to show him 
off to the beat ml vantage. We could not wait any 
longer for fear the weather should break and catch uu 
Iwfore wo could reach our tents and make all snug. 
We were afraid of violent storms, such as wo had 
seen very often from high p luces ruguig on the Kulu 
border; but though we met with a great deal of wet 
and cloudy weather, still wc never hod more than a 
capful of wind with it, the fact being that the storms 
bad ejcliausted tlieir viuleuce to the south. Wo often 
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watobcd tifcineiulouB dieplayg of lightning on the 
KiiJu luid Chuiiba boKltrs, but ooM anil iiiiplcftflant 
OS it often was, wo never expeHencod anj^tliing really 
violent. 

Wc rcncltod our canip in plenty' of (inie, but bad 
weatber came on in the evening, and the following 
morning mistt anow, and sleet were the order of the 
day. 

r could get no infoTTnation from anyone about this 
Out-obtliO'WAy jmrt, and certainly no nnmefj. so wc 
were at a loea what to c.iU our last mountain No 
suitable name suggeetmg itself, we jiiet called it' the 
Unnamed Peak,' and let Jt go at that; just one of the 
great befd of uimamed peaks of twenty thuneaiui feet 
in the Himalayan System. 

I wan obliged to go down the following day to ItJok 
after aupplifa and coolies, woofl an<l sheep, and sn 
spent an active day; (he others Lad to stay in Hieii 
small tenta and make the best of it. 

Wo Lad by this time nuide a friend of a Taven who 
came to be fed, and got comparatively tame, 0n« 
day an idea scetnod suddenly to strike him, as, in the 
middle of pecking up bits w^hich were being tlwwu 
to him, he rapidly took Limaeli oS. In a couple of 
hours he was back, with his wife, bo Todd said. I 
stuck out that it WAS his Gmt cousin wliom he was 
looking after, as his tiiiclo and auut iiad lately died| 

I Ilia was evident from hia lugnbritius air. Thtu was 
the making of a p ret by quarrel, which lasted until 
the weather cleared two days later. Tlicn, though 
t he weather was atill lioubtful, Todd and tUlirer set 
out as late as 6 a.m. to tackle our terrific neighbour, 
which we have now lUtmeH * Todd's Giant. 
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Fiihrer was deadly Ifwn, and said that, as the 
weather waa ao bad only Tixld aiid hiniaeU were to 
go, in Older fo iraveJ at the highest possible speed, 
'Oie first two thouitand feet on to the main ridge was 
the real difficulty. Fuhrer had made many pxamina- 
liona uf it—a most owkwaid piece of montitaincoring 
—the rodt climbing of a very high order, and rendered 
harder by the snow and sleet of the lust two days. 
In fact, they had tc^ abandon the rod to that Fuhrer 
had marked out, and dig out another for theinflelves, 
buck and fore of tiiG main ridge south of our camp. 
Tliis was accomplished hy tiic help of many travetses 
on to the face and much hard work before they finally 
eznciged on to a steep but good fitiovf^Iope which 
led to the main ridge. From this point it was ex¬ 
pected that there would bc a straight nm of about 
one thousand five hundred feet to the eunmut; but, to 
their great cliagriti, as they had had all the gymnastics 
they reqijited, they found another difficult pitch of 
about three hundred feet to be tackled; thence to the 
top a long, easy, although steep slope, up which they 
toiled, and then (iiey reached the top. 

Afterwords, in relating timir experieneea, they both 
said they could not make out why they were so don© 
up over this last pul). 1 could only answer that, 
considering the pate they IiolI cILuihcel the first face, 

1 could not imagine how they h^trl got up at all. 

The height of the j)eak must 1>o close on twenty 
thousand feet, and may h© uiorc. If. is only marked 
ns a * Snowy Peak.' The weather was very cold and 
rough, and Fiilirer was anxious, os if it had turned 
out really bad they could hardly have ventuted down 
til© way they had eouio up, but would have hiui to 
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to climb flltecHy rtoivn to the Blmga River 

_ftv*>r [fevflii ihouiHiful feet IhjIuw them besides 

w-hielj it is no joke bcang <3ii«glit on an exiM»eil rtilgo 
flt A lioigkt of twenty thousand feet and ■more. 

Although Todd's Giant U titarked ou the luap as 
Snowy Peai and no more, it is easily seen in the map 
attanbed to tbtfl l)oolt. 

The map of this region is very puling, and 
especially octosh t.Le watorshod. We took it up on our 
previous peaksj but conkl not umko Jt fit in at utk Not 
that I bltiine the Surtoy; it is m out-of-the-way and 
unimportant part of many thoiisand sectiims of the 
same kind. The wonder », cojisidemg Iho imn^nee 
extent of country surveyedf how few mistakes in the 
upper world there are; t-he lower world is absolutely 
to be relied upon. 

'HTHle Todd was tackling hia giant, I and the Giir- 
kliaa went for a ecramble on oui own account. 

The Little Kakti Glacier, on which we were cn' 
camped, is divided from the main Kakti basin and 
glacier by a dhidiDg ridge tunning south from our 
little Kakti peak. From the top of t.b» peak we had 
a good view of the l>eautiftil Kakti Glacier, and of^a 
fine peak at ils head; rather isolated, beautiful In 
itself, and from which im undoubtedly remarkable 
panorama to the west would be obtainable. So wt? 
set out to examine the way over tJie dividing ridge, 
and to amuee ourselves by climbing a. little peak on 
the ridge itself, which perlmps attained o height of 
sigh toon thousand five hundred feet. 

We hntl a very pleasant scramble and a good view 
of our Way, or rather of most of it, for the way turned 
out afterwards to hold traps. I was also able, with 
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the help of the men, to do tv little rock Bcrainblitij;, 
nnd WI 19 much cheered 6t this eigii of retiiriiiog 
strength in my most jmport4jnt arm. , — jj 

Wb hod been hack but n ahort time wlien Todd 
and Fiihrtsr relumed, much pleased^ hut both with 
bml hjeadachea, and both done up- And indeed th^ 
must have been in magnificent condition and actually 
‘ on tlioir day ’ to have ocoorapJished the peak in such 
rough v^'eather and so very rapidly; it was, no doubt* 
the only thing to be done on this occasion, but travcl- 
ling 80 fast at a great height is a verj- hard stmin, and 

reouirii^ the? grflfktwt stajiiiiia* 

A day of rest folkiwcd, taken up with attentrons to 
’ BUhohadur/ the taven, and his cousm. I was cer¬ 
tain it was bva cousin, ua he had again depart«l and 
brought two more back with him; bisidea, they all 
seemed to lie tJie wme age. BiiLohadur, the first 
friend, Intnxluccd the others, but codd never g«i 
them to coma as close m he dH himself, so he generally 
got tho best bits, the rewacd of virtue and un*lfish- 
tKMS. lie was a very pleasant fowl, and we were sorry 
to part with him. 

We wen? all the better for our rest, and started for 
out big peak at 3 a.ni- on August 7. On this occasion 
we took overybody— two rope loads—as we had agrewi 
that it iJiUHt be our final climb. Also that this night 
should be the last at Soft Stone camp, and, indeed, I 
think w‘e batl had quite enough of it. Pretty frequent 
biul weatlmr, drifting and driving snow and aleet and 
mist, mixed witli occasional suniiy days, had been oar 
let; aud tho very hardest deeping that 1 have (wer 
tfxnurwueed, 1 think. Other moraines were child a 
play to the horrid atones of' Soft Stone/ Everything 
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was ap oo end, and the t^nta alwflj?a fuU of drift snow 
and snow Urouglit in by boots; damping wet and very 
cold mtots were sLwi rather a trial. This was ou 
tenth day at the high catnp, atid I thiuic we Lad fairly 
earned a few nigbts Jit the more comfortable elev'ation 
of fourteen thousand five hundred feet at the base 
camp. As a matter of &ct, the only di^mfort that 
we fluffored from on the aoore of elevation waa, that 
if during sleep one^s head slipped down off the pillow 
one was apt to wake op with a headache; thifi, hoift' 
ever, went off in a few mmuU'a when the head was 
again propped up. !fu one lia*l any sanaatiou of 
difficulty In hr on thing, though any sudden ciortion 
caused a pant or two. 

To continue our climb. We creased Ujo Little Kakti 
hy caiidle-ligbt; a few zigzags through crevasses, and 
a very omnfortahlc walk up to the little col ovw the 
dividing ridge; then rough anow-lmnka and moraine, 
and a slight rise to what we hatl itna^ed to be a 
fairly flat way to the main Kakii Glacier. But sud- 
dciilj, to our disgust, we come to an extremely steep 
descent of at least five humlrcd feet into a valley at 
the foot of the glacier itself. 

It really ro<iulretl eonaidemble Bcratnbling to get 
down. It waa not the getting down that upset lie, 
but the fact that right in front of us lay our big 
peak, with many hours of work, and we were all 
i m o gmlng the remarks we aliould niake on O'Ur return 
when we were agfiin conft^tited with this five hundreel 
feet of rotten rocks, loose stones, and loose scree. 
It waa especially utipleasant at tlic moment, as we 
had hut just descended another five huudted feet from 
Uie divuliiig col. 
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It iras, for once, a gorgeous moniing, I lie fmeat aiul 
piir«&t of air. A lucky snow-bank skirted! the mtich 
cievoBsed glacier, and wc nuule fino [H'ogreJiS on 
perfect snow, traYerslng as fast iia we coukJ go with 
an npwanl slant to a little ool whioh. we had heard 
waa sometinies crossed by Zoakar men on their way 
to Patseo. We piisaod under a magndicent ice-fall 
of the very whitest ice, and, leaving the little col, we 
could from here see the way down to the junction 
boBc camp, a way which offered no difficulties, with 
the exception of a certain amount of ice which hod to 
be GTosai^; and no doubt, if the northern side waa 
easy, would moke a very good pass for men on foot. 
One never knows, howevCTj where these men will take 
their ponies, and Zaskar ponies are wonderful on the 
hillside. On orriva] at our coj wo sar down oom- 
fftrtably to breakfast^ and had a good loot at the 
nearest slopes. There was very mudi less snow tlion 
on the soutiieni side. We hfljl a dne view over many 
Zaskar valleys, and saw also the whole way down from 
the col itself, some eighteen thousand feet, and there 
was nothing to stop any MUman from orossing; hesideo, 
eightecji thousand feet is quite ordinaty in these parte. 

The nortlieni side w‘as true Zaskar. Many quite 
respeotahle glaciers in view, and also quite clean— 
gleaming white, in fact—between brown banks. 
They stwmed to push down a remarkable way from 
their nearest feeders, snowfielda; partly, I suppose, 
from the steepness of their upper ends. The general 
snowfall in ^iskar must be very much lighter than 
in Lahoui, as was apparent from the oondition of the 
mountoina directly in front of us to the north and 
about the same height as ourselves. 
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Tbe cofitriuit vnr^' gniftCf far wt vrcra •'■n v niAst 
of gtooifiT pxlcaiilitig way to M&iwa Kiuidiiioo^ 
tltougii divkieii up by tiuuiy Uttlo cidga, iusigiilficant 
in extent compart to tbe immeiua Aren itfidor snow 
and UM. We wen in a snow world, in fact, and. 
moreover, we were on the very edge of it, for, to our 
rjglit bond, with the exception of tbe tranicndons ioe- 
ojopea, it Monifid abruptly to end, onJy the b^best 
points abowingsnow or loe in any quatttily. 

After an acceptable but tncxlerate broaklaxt, we 
faced the 8DOWH)]o|)e which led directly to the Butmuiu 
Cbicfly A steep trndge of bold snow, rapidly inenesaiug 
in steepness until near tbe top, wbau some wavM in 
tbe rtdge caused tbe foraiation of a small scbmiid 
a(K>ui twenty-five minutes from tho anmmiu A 
realty beautiful rtdge, steep on both aides, but not 
too sensational in Ib} stt.'epncas, and uiucb overbuttg 
in places by a oorniDC raagmJioentiy fiimishod witli 
imoienae icklea of pun? icc^ 

A knife-edge—some fifty luct long, nnrro«>\ and 
raibor SGUSational—tiuided iis on tho little rooky 
Biinitnit, on wbicli we found an ample and really very 
well arranged rosting^gnmnd. 

The wefttlierbnd relcfited ar lust, and the tdew was 
beyond anything, magutficenl—just enough ckuid 
about to give a little atmo^bore, but not so as to 
iuterferD with what woa beyond coiiiparison the 
finest great patioronm of Llie wboju trip, 

Filhrer, by ibis time accustotned to Himalayan 
landscapes, was moved to wonder by the prodigious 
duionocs we ctmid see, and tiy the niassee of moun¬ 
tains in every dirootion, 

Our height, over twenty thousand feet, on a peak of 

V 


130 KULU jtNT) LiVEOUIj 

tlw juaiti ciiaiut isolated poeitiou, was perfectly 

Pubrer were also clpU#;Ut«<l at the splendid 
view they bad «f tbeb peaks, their two firal 
and the giant to the winch sio«d np ^ 

BO that they could trace ftbnoflt every atep of tHeir 

<" *■“!: 

1 havo Uhre lucDUonai "nd ou'"'’‘ kImi"'/- 
the gem of this gorgeoua panorama. 

The whole of Zaskar, savage and gloomy, wa. 
before ua to tlm north, and diicotly JJ" 

tiiain massif of Ibo Lahoul groupe Burround^^ by lb- 
Chandra and Jihagft BTvctb, like two arms. e cou 
make it all out, TliO three Gaphans wew dear then 
but, before we left, bad been enveloped by the olmi 
ma&ses advancing over the Knlu border- e w^ 
also much picaswl with the appearance of the Fat^ 
Valiev, up which wo next pToptwed to go, and wbicb 
wo had rather dreadwl. as its approach (roni the mouth 

of the valley » dreary in the mtueme. We dd not 

find out ita teal worth till later on. 1 was especially 
U8 I tlitiUglilB thinki 

make out my old friend Euu to the west-north- 
wCBt. 1 tried bard to locale the great jmU of the 
Karakoram and Mnhra, but if the misty outline tliat 
I aaw wiUi n.y glasar-s were they, it was too far tor 
me to ulcutify them. No; magnificent aa the view 
was* it contakietl, ni^Uvcr nortbt not * 

any of the real giants. But it was a grand oppor* 
tunity for photography, an opportunity w^nc i was 
not wasted. The portrait of the Zaukar Peak was 
taken frtjm this point. 
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One cannot stay aa die top of a peak for over, ho 
tlje time Lad come to pLotograpii tlie party on iLo 
extreme top, wbieh done, wo tttrnecl to our home' 
ward route, choofliug thin titao tbeilirecLflcaceiil- to the 
Great Kaktl Glacier, down eomc irteep buteaayaiiow- 
sIopEjc. A fow stoop pi toll os on tLo glacier through 
toftieh snow, and over aorae ralhor largt! crav'osflc&^ 
luckily well bridged—brought us on to the main flat 
glftcior, which proved to bo much crevaaaed, and 
covRTctl with the Irtat part of a hwt of freak enow. 

The heat and glare here were really very great-, but 
knowing that wc harl not far to go, w« set to work to 
get off the u» as soon as poesibK Apart from the 
beat, we really had a very ititoreatiiig bit of work, 
with a final long and rather sonaatioaal slither oi! the 
ice on to moraine and coolness again. 

It needs hut little to turn a smiling Imt tircfl party 
into a lot of grumps. That inlcmal live hundifd 
feet of loose locl^ did it with ease. It waa a teal fag, 
and we only recovered our good'humour again when 
we all oolleclod oo tJie little dividing col, from whence 
we conJd see our camp and tko fire* which e^rcBset] 
hot. tea and Eniptote soup, Wc hsd not quite reached 
it, however, as wo took »route too ricnr to the summit 
of the glacier, and in contsoqiienco gtd rather involved 
in bits of steep ice and among the s4racs, giving 
ourselves an hour'e ejtirn work, but this was a 
mere nothing compared to that loose scnunble up 
from the glacier; it produced no tennier, tuid was 
hardly even regarde^l with mild regrota. 

On arrival in camp, w'o felt quite ]deaaed with our¬ 
selves, and thoroughly aatiilied with our ten days on 
the Kakti, I doubt whether wc couki have doitn 
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more thftii we did even if tiic weatijar been caix- 
tiiiuoiwlv fine, E^st must be taken, and Iiowever fit 
and Bitong fine may he, contbuoos bard work at Ijigb 

liitittidea wiil leave its mark. _ 

Early on August 8. in broken wealbw again, we 
descendetl to mir main camp, and w on to Piiteeo m 
two stngre, for we bad not enougb coolies to move Uie 
whole comp »1 onoo So we podied oo wrth who, 
oo.eeo.re, n»kmg«mi«o»>mito for the 
to he forwarded. As we were marching early, the 
attcams umvi-rl tiaoUble, and we arrived winlortably 
in tbe afternoon at Piiteeo Bongalow and found a few 
extra eotnfyrts we liad left behind tbere, ^ 

A good many of the traders bail by ttnie de- 
nartfid, including tlio big ciunjj of tiic Tibetan mci> 
chant, hut tbere were still a few uuita and many 
stacks ol wool, and our Darjeeling friend was stiU to 
the fore, Wo were told that as soon an all the traders 
have left, botb from north and south, the ibex wroe 
down on to the Patoco Plain and lick the earth for 
salt. It is very likely true, os for many months 
Fataeo is absolutely without a soul, and there is 
enough salt dropped about for any number of ibex to 
nouriali thcnuielveB with. As a matter of fact there 
are always ibex *iti the mountains close to Fataeo, 
though a head of even forty incbcB is rare. 

Wc bad one mure expedition to make before our 
climbing tour finished and Todd retomed to hm 
rcidnieiit and Pubrer went back to Switaorland 
At the lieml of the PaUeo Valley were the two peaks 
which we had seen from our high camp helw 
Kuudinoo, and which evidently were »o aitoatod that 
from them we expected not only to be able to examme 
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Hie whole oj Uie imiii Uhmil massif, but to get ft 
view of the C'htindrft River also* 

On August 10 wo were off once more, having col¬ 
lected sufficient supplies by that time to us for 
OUT short ejtpcdition; for stores were now getting short, 
nor was tliere any menus of repleniabing nearer thftii 
KyeJang* 

We did not start until the aftctiioon. anU a hot 
and laiy march over country ver>' broken and drear)-, 
and in places very steep, bnuight us to a quite com¬ 
fortable comp, with enough scrub round it to offoid 
U8 an ample supply of very bidiffcront firewood. 
Apparentlv half a stack of this stuff lasted about uti 
minutes. 'Todd liad gono off by himself in ibo morn¬ 
ing to look for an ibex^ and arrived in camp not vciy 
long after ufr—unsuccessful e& usual. 

The next day, August 11, he and Fiihrer started 
off for the nearer and lower of our two poaks, I 
elected to remaiu in camp, as for once 1 was f^Jt very 
fit, and besides, some of our stores having faded us, 
I was obliged to send down a couple of Ou.r_^as w 
sec what they could find, and annex a slieop into the 
bargain, the premifled animal cot havmg arrived the 
evening of the previous day. The climbers wived 
in the eveung. having had a successful climb of a 
very rough sort, but bringing glowing accounts of the 
upper valley. 

They said tJiat wilhin three miles of our camp the 
whole character of the valley and also that of the 
moimtaina changtsli and that tliey liftfl liean among 
mjme of (lie finest toe scenery that wo had yet setm. 
This was oxecllpnl news, and gave me heart, as the 
outlwik fnmi our camp was not raactly excitmg; m 
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fact, tliD i!iiiTou ridings wore d&wnright ugly, though 
bold enough. 

The climb itself which tliey had aocomplished 
must have lieon satisfactory from the point of view 
of ouil(K)k, but a real fog. It chiefly consiated in 
mounting immense boulilcrs, twenty feet high oiid 
more, up a never-ending rklgc ami face—a bind of 
gigantic scree-alope, the rocks being of such o size as 
to give plenty of gymnastics, but boulders oh tho 
same, one on top of the other. 

The he^hi reached was about nineteen ihoiisoiid 
five hundred feet. They also said tliat the higher 
peak heyond, vrhich had shut out their view, was the 
peak to make for, and the going would aiso probably 
be much pleasanter. 

The weather then broke, and the following <lay 
waa rough, but it cleared in the evening. So on the 
next day we took a small camp up to a delightful 
camping-ground which tltey had found within com- 
fortahlc reach of the farther peak. 

IrVe had a niost interesting walk up to it; I certainly 
was astonished at the scenery wo came into. After 
a pleasant scramhly walk we onierged on to open 
downs, the hare iilUs left behind, and the mountains 
to the south mognifleentJy shaped and magnificently 
draped in snow and ice. Our little camp was on a 
small green pouiusula, aituated at the bwt of a mass 
of old moraine—'a meadow carpeted thickly w'ith the 
finest edelweisa that we hud found iu luihoul, both as 
to sixe and variety. 

The great glaciers from the uiummed moujitaius to 
the south filled up tlie wltole head of the volley, and 
came down to within n hAmdred yards of our camp. 
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A beatitifu) camp in a beautiful situation, with the 
floftest of turf to iileep ou. 

TIjis uppet camp is cvidciitly used as a grastug- 
gronud fot a montli or iwo m the yciu:» to judge from 
ti>e numerous marks of sheep and gnats, hut the 
midcllo oi August is alreadj' late, and they had moved 
down* 

This was to bo our last climb, so we started alone 
nejrf (uoniiug—Todd, Plihror, aud mj'self—at about 
3 a,m. We had n very rough aeramble to reach t he 
foot of the glacier at the foot of our peak, but finally 
jeaehed it and irlimhed ou to its flat surface, arriving 
on the level ice just when there was sufllcieut daylight 
for us to do away wit.h our candles. Thence to tlic 
ridge we hail niarkwl out as our lina Wo hud a 
steep and rough climb over continual big stones, until 
shortly after six o^clocfc we emerged on to the ridge 
and had a much wanted breakfast* 

It hod been very cold in the early morning, and 
Todd had got one of hts hands touched by the 
float; we all, too, had cold feet, so sonu? Uttlu time 
was expended in putting things to rights. Then the 
ridge again; some thing like what Todd and FGhier had 
experienced on tlie Emt peak, but not so trying, so 
they iMiid- Luckily the liouiders soon changed to 
Holid nwk, whieli afforfiod & very interesting bit of 
rock work, just within the powers of u man witji only 
one and a huif amuL 

A final easy anow-alope landed us on the top at 
almost 9 a.m. As wc had expected, there was a fine 
outlook* To the coat wc could ilie hea<l of the 
Chandra River and the river itself, and to (he wwit, 
the Qhuga* Wc stood twenty thousand feet up. 
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facing t lic wIioIp LhIiouI t« tin* soulli, but slss I 

now alt envcjopcd iu niassca (if drifting cloud* so that 
oulv now and tben could we catch glimpses of sum¬ 
mits. But the glacier which formcil Ihe upper basiu of 
our tTitJey wa.s very iuTcreatiTig; its highest point was 
a large basin, hnlf draining into the Chandra, and half 
into the Bhaga, the glacier on each side rising b 
gentle slopes ao as to fonii a hardly Histiiiguisliahlc 
watershed. We were, so to speak, srandmg oi) top 
of the comci^atoiie nf the whole of the inouiitaiiifl of 
Central LaJioul. and it was a great disappobtaicnt 
that the weather did not treat us better. 

We found au easy couloir ieadbg directly on to 
the glacier, and descended very rapidly by it. On 
the way down the clouds lifted a little for a moment 
or two, and 1 was thus enabled to g)t't a couple of 
snapshots at the head of the great gkcier. 

The ice acencry was of the finest, and alllmugh we 
hod bid a view of a good deal of it the previous cven- 
mg, we iiad not been able to soe llie much finer aur* 
roundbgs in which we now were, and of which the 
weather just alhwed us tantalmng poepa. 

It was a longUh, rough, and hard grind to get back 
to our comp amoiig the edelweiss by twelve o'clock. 
But when we arrived we found the Gurkhas all ready 
witli a brew of tea, whscli speedily revived us, and, 
reeling very hold and pleased with ourselves, we 
detcrmmerl to try and get hack to Pataco by night— 
a long tramp. 

The poi1«r» had arrived from Scrub Camp, and the 
loads were light, so, travelling very fast, w© soon got 
down to Eehar Sing's cooking-pots and grilled mutton 
ateakK. When wv had time fortifit'd ourselves, we 
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soon sfTuck, packecif and despatctied tbe CAinp^ and 
modo Patooo by 6.30 p.m. Very gom! going at the 
end of A tong day, and a fine finish Uj our season. 
We were ready to lake it earn’ lili our transport 
iimvcd, with the oxoeplilon of the indefatigable Todd, 
who went of! next niommg with ChaniJja Sing tip a 
neighbouring nulkb for ibex, this tune actually seeing 
two heads, and quite a eonaiderable number of beasts, 
and lost, but not least, two gigantic mtilea with heads 
qiiit/O twelve mclies in length. 

All being coUected, we liegan our return journty 
on August IT. ^o time was to be loetT as Ftihrer 
had to catch his steamer m Bombay by September 1, 
which meant good tmvelJing, if ho was to he in time; 
and Todd’s toave wns Up on the same date. 

We hod a fine catch of fish again st .fispa, and on 
our arrival at Kyelang Bangalow were mot by iny 
wife with an epicurean lunch—oalod, fruit, and uU 
kinds of luxuries. 

Final photographs of the complete party were 
taken here, and last, but of nmot importance, the 
* Batcha' was restored to his anxious master. 

Thus eildod a most, siiccesalul eluiibing season, and 
one whioii ought to be tnoat gratifvdng to Fuhiwr, 
who, under many difficulties of huiguago and strange 
surrounding, hod covered himself with pmfisssional 
gloiy, having succeeded in a large number of climba, 
many of them of great difficulty, and ahowu. hhnaelf 
a thorough enthusiast. 

I have only oue fault to find, and that kt that, he does 
net like fish; or maybe I am wrong, and the fish does 
like him. 


CHAPTER X 
KVBLAKO 

RvELiiNG was our Capua, atul ae«iiied almost complete 
luiniiy after the glaciers of Upper Lahoul. Even the 
cntiiuaiastic Fiihrcr allowed tliat Ue bad bad eaougU, 
and looked forward to comforts. 

1 found mj wife established in a delighiful little 
t«‘o>^rooiitcd cottage one thousand one buiiilrod feet 
above Kyeiang main atrect. It really was a diarming 
little abode, end formed a kind of dower-house to the 
Mora^Han mmiouary headquarters in Kyeiang town. 

It was situated in the centre of fields, the form- 
lands owned by the Mission. Just below the cottage 
was the principal foitn-liouse, teiumted by GUiriatian 
Labofiiis. The fanner's wife was Ladakhi by birth, 
and both slie and her husband were very nice people. 

The littb house, Tingtse Cottage, was admirably 
situated, commaudbig the whole extent of the view 
up and down the Bhagit River; a really remarkable 
situation, luid a perfect climate, for its height was 
oonsidembly over eleven thousand feet, and the air 
extremely fresh and invigorating. My wife had 
already spent over a fortuighi; there, and had en¬ 
joyed it very much. She and the dogs had exptured 
the hillsides all round, and had descended many 
times to tea with our friends the Soluwbda. 
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It was just t]jO place to take a rest lm beferre Htsrliiig 
of! again on tlie less atnbitious ixav^ta througti tko 
Kulu vallevB wbick wo oontGtfipIai'Od. Wo wore also 
very anxious to boo as much as we could of Kyclang 
Bud its muToundings; quite worth, to my tnind, a 
much longer stay than wo wore able to moke- In 
feet, for an tmambiitauB holiday, a journey to Kyo- 
lang, and three or four weeks pSEaed in its ncighbont- 
liood, would W time, very well spent, eapccioDy lor a 
bracing after a hot weather in India. I know of no 
liner climate in the whole Hiinala^'U. 

m 

On hotJj banks of the Biver Bluiga are numerous 
villages, KyeJong itself bring only the chief vilbge 
and hcadquartcra of the local government, so to say. 
Its nei^bourhood is the centre of Laboul, and also 
the Tiucleos of the populatioti. On both sides of tlie 
river a conaiderabie area of flat to flivtfcish ground ia 
under cultivatiom As I have before mentioned, 
when water can be conveyed or laid on* an excellent 
return is yielded; magnificent crops also of grass, the 
hay from which made the au’cctest aud Ifcst fiidder 
fJiflt I liavD ever seen in India. It b a mixed crop o! 
grasses, clover, and lucerne, and the ecout of the hay 
rcmlndod one of the richt^t English hay. Our ponies 
did wonderfully on it, and got no grain at all during 
the whcle of their atay in Lalioul, Ir fact, the lock 
of lioid work anil the rich grazing mmlo tlictii as 
round as tubs before we left the valley. 

This was tlie first tame we bad tlie opprjftutiity to 
ace much of the |>cople, but we did what ‘WG otatikl iik 
that direcUoji diiriiig our all-too-HliOTi sbiy. We cer¬ 
tainly liked them very nuich, and found them nice to 
deal witL 
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EycUng, ioo, wan always as every day 

different types of Tibetans and neighbouring hill 
people were passing through it, and very quaint: 
some of them were—the wildest creaturea iniaginable; 
men of fiudolf, Bupsbu, Zaskar, SpitJi men from the 
east, and Lahore traders, and, mixed up with them, 
strange and weird creatures who, moat of them, 
resided a visit to Kulu in the stimmer months much 
as we should regard a trip to the Sahara. Tliere were 
also Panjabi muje-driveis and banniahs from the 
Pan jab bazaars, must inadequately dressed owl uu- 
suitably provided for a journey over the Baralaeha to 
I,eh, whither most of them were bound. In the event 
of bad weather 1 cannot imagine Iiow they would 
put up with it, or oven stirvivo. Still, the overage 
Indian bonnioh would always nm a risk of this 
kind rather than spend a fciv extra rupees on hia 
clothes. 

The district of Lahoul has for tong been ruled by 
the Tliakur (Bajput) families of Eyelaiig and of 
Qundla, arid tlieir relations; and tinco it has been 
tinder British rule they govern the country, holding 
more or leai tlie position which Tebatldars hold under 
the oniinary regulations of tlio Panjab districts. 

The present Thakur of Lalioul iiaa, I beliwe, rather 
larger powers than a Tehsildar, and of ooutse hoe a 
much more importanl: position in Ms own country, 
as he b beaidea hereditary cliief of at least a great part 
of the country. 

I noticed, too, round KyeJang many traces of mixed 
Bajput blood amongst the people. The true LahouH 
has an ont-and-oat Tibetan face, so that a mixttire 
of high'hum Indian blood, witii its clearly^oiit 
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fcatun^ aitfl well-Hltapcd no«e, in is v^ry 

cuaily <liDT:inguiahefl. At first sight all LahcmJis 
' appear to be of exactly die same extraction; but this 
is by no means true, and tJieie would seeiu to bo 
sUT>’i\’a]s of several races of Tibetan extraction in this 
Kmall diatiiot- For though Tibetan is the lingun 
fmTua of the country, there are besides tlufce quite 
aepomto dialects stifi ordinarily spoken, which are 
soldo lu und era loot! by any other than the people 
belonging to the district where that particular dialect 
is in use, so different are they^ 

Bcsklt»t tltese three main dialects there is another 
survival, spoken only in Koksar and the viila^ next 
to it, where possibly tliere may be two hundred people 
living, and that b a lilieral estimate. It is the very 
taiheml of n very ancient language, or possibly the 
reniaiiui of Acune very ancient form of Tibetan; and, 
onriously enough, the only language to which it b 
in any way related is, 1 am tokl, the Mnndori dialect 
spoken liy a muaJl tribe 3i>uUi of Calcutta. Both 
these dialects have the same truces of archaic fonns 
of Tibetan. It bos no thin g in uotiimon with the other 
diuJeetjt, cvt'ii less than they have witli each other. 

Apart from these two Kokaai viUng^. Lahoul is 
divided up into three divisions: First, the Guudia 
villages, presided over by the Timkur of Gundla or 
another family from the Kyclang Thakiiia, where 
the people spak * Titian'; aecoiuUy, the Muuchat, 
which comprises all the Lahoul comitiy, Irom the 
juuclloti of the (.^handm-Bhagii down to beyonil the 
Chiimba^Xiahoul boundar}’, onvl includes the fihottoa 
of Cbumba'Luhoul, which is that part of geographical 
I,ahouJ belonging to the Chainha Stale. Tho dialect 
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npokf'n iA caller] 'MnnoliaU* Tlic tlilnl division » th^ 
cciitro of the coiiRtx)', K^'ctang, arid its 8uxnHJ»duig 
viJI^^, alt on tlio banks of iho Bhaga Biver, wbeeo 
iJio tlialoot spoken is called ' Boonan.' 

AH these different districts commtinicnie with each 
other iu Tibetan, which the people all leanj from their 
cliiMhoorb AhfOj on fio many of the Lahoulb trade 
to t-hc Kulu Valley, and oven tlown into Eangra 
and buynnd, a number of tJiem apeak Hindnat^ 
anti Fatijubj of a sort. They are, at any rate, fi^m 
whichever part of tho country they come, completely 
bi-liuguah 

LahottI is full of monaatedea and I^mna, bnt the 
Buddhism is, I imagitie, of an easy-going description, 
f believe tliat nearly all tlte Lamas of Lahoul belong 
to the ' Pokjia * sect, the ‘ Ked fiats,' who ore reputed 
to be not nearly as strict aa the' Gelugpa,' or' Yellow 
Uata,^ to which eeot tlie X-amos of neigh bo iiring Spiti 
belong. In fact, most of the Lamas in Lahout are 
monied; not that this picventa there beiivg nmmeiiea 
as well as monasteries. One sees the nuns worldng 
all over the fields, and the difficulty is to tell them 
from lK>ys, as there is very little dlllcrencc iu dress 
and the nuns cut their hair short. They are the most 
phiosaut and cheery creatures, and seem quite pleaaod 
with their life. At least half the year is spent outside 
the monaster)', cither at home or working in their 
helda, both their own and the mouaBtio one& 

I wnfidered alx>ut a good deal among the veUugea, 
chiefly after the blue-rock pigeons, a fam t liftr place 
for which was the bridge over ihe Bhoga h'ading (o 
the left bank and the largo stretch of cultivalioii 
round the Kordang vihoga on the same aide. 
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Kurfifliig is fl. fine tillage, very well idtiifttod and 
well builU Uiire ako lived Li 10 siatcr oJ the Moliam- 
motlan Gop<K> imd her Viiriotis tiusbaiKl& Copoo ia 
A tnost lolenmt. follower of lelAoi; boni a Buddbiat^ 
of mixed liiididdil aind Gurkha pEirwitage, a converted 
MohAitunctlaii, ami living ooutinnally with the luoafc 
aiiperstifitoiie of dehoaed HinduSi he takoB everything 
jtiAt 03 it conjcs, ami appealed to nie only to diller 
from Ilia flumtuntlitigs in f.hal' lie did not dr i nk 
toLigii and the light Laliouli apitit. If^ waa ready 
at all times to bt>vr down in the house of Binimon, 
Gopoo'e chief luothcr'in-liiw was an csceplionaUy 
nice I^houli, who had travelled muchj A considerable 
trader, as were also his brotJiere. At- the time w© 
were in KyeUng the other brothers were away, but ho 
invited tie into his house and showed us all over it. 
It was vpiy large, aivd had several rooms, to say 
nothing of being four stories high. Tlie upper story, 
to which 1 was taken, was a sort of r(»f-room or 
courtvanl with oihei rough fnjildiugs outside. We 
were eijtoiiaiued in a spotlessly clean room, coii' 
taiiifng very little furniture beside mats, on which 
we all sat, including tho Gurkhas. 1 was offered my 
choice of Tibetan or Imlian tea. Now, Tibetan tea 
is more than 1 can face. It is chumed up in a special 
utensil with ghee and clher savouries, and crimes out 
a thick and smelly soup rather than tea. The tndtou 
tea which he ppoi-Uioed was most, cxofllleut, and must 
have been the best kinrl of Knngra produce; it waa 
very well made, ami was served to me in a Chinese 
bowl. The hi)wl was ihen presented to me, and is 
quite worth having, of good china and colouring, ihc 
green auJ yellow dragon design typically Tibetau. 
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IVlien tlic siiitcr wune to diink ft difili of t4ift ^'ith 
Oopoo up at Tingtae Cottage ako brought her own 
cypt a ^ china bowl, with Its metaJ stand and 
oovoTi and preaented it to mj wife, who had ad¬ 
mired it. 

Before we left their house tho brother-in-laiv showed 
tia with great pride hie private chapel. The whole of 
ono aide of the room was cloaed with wooden panels 
which our host slid aside, and st* revealed a very 
complete Uttle Buddhist fthrino. Ho also appeared 
to be the owner of a eonaJdarable Buddhist library 
and to be ft scholar in Jiis own w'liy. I expect the 
profits of his trade were <£rttactqd by the Lantas, by 
which no doubt be acijuireti great inorit. 

Rye long has its fair share of monasteries, and pro¬ 
bably the finest was close to our little house up on 
the hill. For some time after we got there the monas- 
tety' was empty, with the exception of one Lama 
who acted as caretaker. A most friendly and in¬ 
telligent little man, but we did receive rather a shock 
when he asked if he might photograph us, and then 
produced an up-io-date Kodak of <|ulte an expensive 
pattern. HeaUyj Buddhist monks and Kodaks and 
photographic chemicals do not go together at all 1 

However, I noiv own two phutograplift taken by 
him which ore quite successful, though I fancy Mr. 
Schnabel had something to do with the final utagcs 
of tlu’ir production. 

This Lama was in charge of the Taahi Chukllng or 
Sbeshu Monastery, which was on our hillside, and 
not more than three hundred yards from ottr oottagu, 
and divided from it by fields of peas and some little 
rough ground and juniper-trees. The monastery is 


KYEl^VXG 


U5 


quite an inrpoohig building, n'Jiitewaaked fw imunlr 
and datrTXioif^l, find fioine thtee atoriea biglu The 
AitiiatioQ U csDnuuandiug tJia Hueat of all 

the vicwa of tJie Blutga Valby, juul espcciaUy of tlio 
trcnioiidoua isavage peaks south of tho jimction, tku 
great Qfioosa Peak and its neigh Imiits. 

M the Lamas wcov awny in the Maiiolmt attending 
the annual fete of Triluktiath, one of the chief feasts 
and meetings id the year, and a great x>Ja<;o of pil¬ 
grimage, to which, I believe, largo numbets of Uindus 
uisu gu, the plaon being a sacred one to fulluwero of 
both religions. Ah usuiU, the pjIgrimagM and sacred 
fdtes, so to speak, are not sneh serious undertakings 
as tho Hindu pitgriuiagos to such places os Uunlwur, 
or to Uadriimtli in the Oarhwal Hiinalftyas, A fete 
in these parts is a fet« in fach Everyone goes on the 
spree, oud gets bock os well os ho com 
When the hfiiiias finally did rurti iqi at Kytdang 
they were a friendly crew, headed by respeotabie- 
looking ulJ gcnllemmi vi-ith iho tuost bcuevolctit faces 
and Ilia liners. They cclehrafod what was apparently 
a kind of return sendee tlie day after tlioir arrival, 
which wo witncottcd. Wo wore taken up to a Uttio 
side chapel on the upper roof almve the main Khrine 
after wc had been shown over the rooruistcTV, and 
were btixNlnced tn the chief I^ma. 

ShurtJy after fha scn'ioe began, with mucii tinkling 
of belle and fiounding of gongs, the rest of the Lomus 
being colled together by a sort of ' Fall iu ' On a big 
conch shell. 

They all sat on mats facing the shriue. mul the 
loOAe pages of the selected [liuiltim ivcre passed ran mi 
by the choinonaber, a ip'ouug and particularly oboeHut 
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loiiJtt wiiL bluck curly liair, voiy strong mid wed 
built, who bcdide« ga^'c the note Aiicl started tlie 
ehjuitiiig, which was very aiug-song und mther 
Gregorhiu m character, and with coutiriual weird 
changes. The blaek-hairetl leader was never at 
fault, and miiBt have had a prcHligteua mciiioiy, as 
be never seemed te refer ti> his dillerent ulips, atid 
was always leatly to correct the old fellows and to 
|iD>(npl thejn, for they appearod to get lost now* and 
tlicti. The young man had quite a musical voice 
into the bargain. 

We Idt, after paying a visit to the iimumemble 
prayer-wheels and giving them a twist, thereby laying 
lip a fine store of merit for ourselves, as several 
huiidied tliousaiid timea the prayer * Om matii 
padmeli honi' must have been wafted tip oti our 
account. * O God, the jewel in the lotus I* is, I 
believe, the meaning of it, and it carrieu comfort to 
many mtlUcins of JJudtlhists; quite as much, probably, 
as the word' Mesopotamia ' eonv eyed to tltc old lady 
who took comfort therein. 

Before leaving, the chief T.jniia piemised us a devil 
dance of the best if u-e would appomt a day. 

Wc had, howeveri arranged for an orploratiou of the 
valley w'est of Kyelang, and desired also, if possible, 
to get <*u top of the peak Machu, directly up behind 
our abode, on whose slopes we lived. In fact, if one 
likes, one can tuiceud direct from Kyelaug itself to 
tjio top of Mudiii—a good feat, however. 

On a preliminary rceomuussauce 1 got to a point 
at about fifteen thousand five huiidr^ feet, whidi 
gave me an excellent view of Machu and of the greats 
valley to the west, and, in conacqueuce, not bomg 
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ftttrHi'twJ l'<t (Ilia vallcyt wUicli vvaa tiuU uiwl trUniy to 
a tlegiXM, I arrujig<xl to try the peak, tvvt«knlly of tto 
pui'l icrulnr iliiTiculty, aU quiU? straight sailutg. 

UnJ 1 been rthip l« rio so, I shi>ulil Iiovo hiuf a 
perfect outlook over a largo tract of txiuiitry to the 
wc!st which I hatl not seciii but it was not to be, 
for bud weather Ciimo on which lafttod three days 
without atoppuig, and quite pnt an end to any 
high expectation in the time which we had at our 
disp<^}9al. 

Meanwhile the devil danee had l>een arran|ped for. 
Devil dances have been descrilied immiuexable titnoa, 
but altliough I had often rcurl of them, I was quite 
unprepared for the ehibofatoncas of the drosses and 
masks, or for the great luitnbur of sopaiato figures 
which were part of the progmmme, each figure having 
Its appropriate dress. 

The dances are, of course, represejitations of mytho¬ 
logical stories. It was most interesting ami entci- 
tAUiing, and nonio of the acting quite good—comic to 
a degree a great deal of it. 

The head Lamas sat aoleiunly on their special dais, 
and wore full of digiuty in their robes and heuti* 
dresses. They had marched in wdemnly at the head 
of a proceseion, and hod taken their places on the dnis. 
Wliat viss our astoiiisiinient, Ihwefurc. when the 
prognumuc (which occupied over two hours) came 
to nn end, to see them solumoly dance out of the 
uri'^ui ami up llio steps to the iiioiiastory as a grand 
finale, executing the mbsC remarkable and ooiuin 
capers I have over seen, all with absolute gravity, 
Naturally we hod to preserve the same grave 
demeanour throughout the jiCFformance, hut our party 
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—my wife, tiolfp especially liie GurkluM—very 
nearly blew up witb tiio offer!. 

furhiuitfoly an excufie Jer legitimate laugUter, in 
which all joined^ was the aavhig i>f us, ami we tool; a 
niiiat fi-ioudly farewell of ourLotiia hosfa^ os they were 
again leavhig the inonaatery for a <fj>eU nn aecotiiiC 
«f hurveet-ilmo, and every available pensun—man, 
u onion, und diiJil—wa£ roquiied to cut uoni ami 
groos, andj whot ia more, carry it liomo ihcrtucivea. 
The Lamas Jmve to work juet os hard m anyone else 
at this ftcaaou. Some of Uie old fellows lofjked too 
well'likhig alt the aame to be in the habit of taking 
much aevere exercise or exertion. 

Uarvestrhomoe and hay'ituiking all th c worhl over 
ore timee of jollification, nod they could join in those 
exercises witlioat' undue stiraio. 

Below Kyelang, and above tlie village of Billing, is 
a small monastery situated on very much the same 
kind of gruuntl as the one at Eoksar—that b to say, 
it ia built on a kyjgo hi the face of a oliH; but this one 
is seviral hundred feet up on the mouiitain-aide. 
Wc went up to it armed witli caincma, but could not 
get a good pJiotogmpb, unfortunately, ft is a climb 
to get there at all, and very curioua. The moiika 
were all away harvesting. 

Our Lanm pliotographer {rituid was evideiitly 
neither a harveater uui yet a toysterer, and during 
this time he used to come and visit us every now and 
then. On one occasion he arrived simultaneously 
w'ith the iilustratod Titnea of India, on the first p^gc 
of which there happenod to he a piciurc of the Dalai 
Luma himselft the Gewa Kifnpt>cli6^ to give him his 
Tibetan titlui The iuUdligmii ItlUe man lieetned to 
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know plenty alHJut liim. m alflo nlwut thE> Taidji Luma, 
whom the Tibetans eall ti«e Pfuiohiri Kimpi>cti£j and 
of his joufticy to some years ago. This Lama 
hod an ascetiiQ and relined face, and I gather expect 
tbone was some Thakor blood in his veins. A.t any 
rate be woe superior, beaidefi being a very ploasiint 
little man, and 1 hope to renew the acipiointance 
before very long if my luck will allow me to revisit 
LaIiou L 

Just almnt now was the niixtouii time for Mr. 
Schnabel too, for tbtt hloravkn Mission have ac¬ 
quired a considerable amount of land, ^liich be 
and his convetta farm. The real difliculties arise 
when harvest-tune comes round, oa there is a great 
demand for btbuur, and Kyclang docs not produce 
much. Also tJie cold weather very quickly arrives, 
neco^iaitatjng the rapid gamering of the crops, and 
griuis must be cut fur hay, oiul scored as quickly oa 
possible bo avoid loss. 

Tile MiKSion has a Inrge fariinng burineas, as hesidca 
growing all Kis own giuiii, potatoes, etc., Mr. Schnabel 
has huge flocks of sheep. As far as it is possible to 
influence sucli Bupenttiiinus folk os the he 

has improved their methods of agriculture, and to a 
certain extent mode them rely more on common 
sense titan on auspicious omens and favourable days, 
for beginning cither to sow or reap. Ho and his wife, 
in fact, live a most practical life omoDg the people, 
and one of the liappiest signa is tt» see itow well hia 
people turn out. Espeoially there is no attempt 
iiuule to take ilicm out of their surroundings, nr to 
give them modern hingliah Christian luimcs nr clothes 
when they arc baptised. 


ISO laTI.ll AND liAnOlTL 

Tlic fanit comJucKal \’ery miu^i its ft Bmall 
European farm might be, ftntl the hailifl ftD<l hh wife 
mil cvetything in much the same way—far letter 
really—and hdp&l to keep the farm accounts. 

Diifl MisBion is of very long atamling. I Ijclicve 
it WAS egtablislicd ovcjr SL\.iy years* Agt*# 
raeiiifttejy after Uhoiil territory came under the 
British Govcmment. 1 do not tliiuk it luia a very 
large miinl>er of professed oonverts—about thirty 
or forty aotual Chriatiatui in Kyehiiig, I UOieve—hut 
th€!86 numbers do not rcprosefll the eiionuoiiB amount 
of ijood Mr. and Mm. Sduiftbel have done in a great 
iniuiy Toally pmcticftl ways. I* or rnetimce, Mrs. 
8<ihiwb«l tauglit n great numbtir of fishcmli 
women and girls to ttmke excellent socks and 
stockings, jerseys and coinfortors, Iji fact, a new 
industry has been estahlishefl* The knitting is 
chiefly done during Uie winter, when there is so little 
for the peojile to do and the country is for the greater 
part of the time under amw. During tlnffle iiiontba, 
also, schools are in full swing, both Mr. and 
Schnabel teaching. Tksidea these many activities, 
Mr, Sohiiabe! Is tJic only person with any incdicnl 
knowledge in the W’hole of XiOhouJ, and is Tieing 
coiitinually applied to in every kind of iliness or 
accident, for all of which lie does his beat, 

Sk>me of the problema he litis to tackle are rather 
startling. While we were at Kyolang somo hall a 
dusen men m the Maiichiit, who were laying a wo^Klen 
pipe to carry water across tlio face of a cliff, owing 
cither to stones coming from above or from the face 
giving way, were precipitated down tlic cliff, and all 
more or leas broken up. Mr. Schnabel flew off to 
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jittciul them (ilihoiigli tKe plnoo w1i«re th® awHdeiit 
liad [lapyciiftl was ov®f fcwctttj* ti'iiles ftway» Thia Li 
otiJj' one of TQAijy pfoofs of tlm cojifitlfoc® Gxc jMJOpI® 
liiivc in liim, aiiJ flmt, irfcapective of th® actuni 
TTittking of converts the riviliziiig mflucnce of iti® 
^fiasion must b® great. Even Hio mere example of 
doing so ntuolj for people witiliotit asking anything 
in Tetnin b in itself worih tintohi gold. 

] mode DOMfliderablo pnrdiases of thick nocks und 
stookiuga. Very thick and warm they arc too, anti 
just (Jio thing for hill-work m onltl weather. 

I had designs before leaving of ascending the high 
rocky peak on the left bank of the Bhaga which clonun- 
ates the whole valley* It lias tlie citphonous name 
<if Lambuchoks, and is reache<i via the liang*ka- 
laj or Tilha-ri, as it is ordinarily called. But Iwd 
weather continued, and when the time came for us 
bo leave I hwi to bo con tout with climbing up to the 
Tiibn-ri, which was the pass ilmt Twld and I had 
crossed in the night on our way xnLo Kydang. 

Before we left, too, we saw the annual August 
harves* festival, which makes the coTOpkta tovir of 
ih® Tiihu-ri, from Kyclang, the Pass, and down 

to Gundln, where tliey have a Grst-claes jamboree, 
and back by the main road to Kyelang ami ils 
neighbouring villages. 

1 tliink, but 1 am not sure—and one cannot be 
quite Huro in such cases—that a demon lives on the 
Tilhu-ri w'ho hiifl to be propitiated. The Tilbu-ri 
means, t>eing iiiterjiretod, th® ' inountain of the hell, 
the Tilbu being the sacred bell iiaed by the Lamas in 
their worahip. 

For Glia solenin tour of the mountain the women 
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iloiu llieir v«rj* beat, till tbcir ailvpr oniaiuonts and 
tur^iiioiaea. 

Stime of the youngw ones are ijuite ttice-lookiti^, 
ffilli niildj cbeeks, but amcmget them arc many 
pnxligious Hpecimeufl of an extjctnc, but at the same 
time non-'Topulsivc, ugLmcsB. This terrific Tibetan 
bideousneas, which is always lighted by the most 
oheerfii! of smiles, is seldom repulsive. Half the do* 
gree of real ugluicss in another type of face would 
give ODO nightmare for a week. 

We were sad wlieti the time actually came for tcav> 
ing our little cottage and our many Kyctang friends, 
afid it was especiaily tnul to realise that in a very 
few weeks tlie kind Schnabels would be isot ofT from 
India, and would, in all probability, not see another 
European faro for eight niontha to come; and, what 
is worse, would have no inwt for quite five of those 
months. This isolation they enduxe year after year— 
a terrthle trial and striuii, involving, as it docs, the 
impossibility of getting any news of their children in 
Europe, Ilir. and Mrs. Ileyde, their prcdeceaaora, 
Jiveil, I l>eliRve, for fifty yeore in Ej'cLtmg, an nttra* 
ordinory record. They were both, as also is Mr. 
Schnabel, notable Tibetan scholars. 

IIow*evcr, our time was up, and the tronsiwrt ap¬ 
peared. and the caravan started on its bomew'ord 
march. A move in llie direction of home only, it 
aliouki be said, as two tnontlis' leave remained, in 
which life was to become strenuous once more, and 
we intend(i<l to explore the many Kultt valleys whiult 
wc hod not yet seen; 1 also wished t<i finish up a 
little work on the way liack to Koksor Ik: fore again 
erOMting the Enluong Ihiss. 
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My fu£t bufiiufiss wait bo reoroea the Tiibu-rl, and 
by aDid get some reaUy good photografhs of the 
Qundla Peak. 

Our day of departure broke rodiaiuJ/, &ufl after 
being witli breakfast and good wishes by 

Mr. and Mrs. Schnabe!, I saw my wife start off witlj 
the cainp baggage by the main road, and then started 
myself, with Lolbobadar, at oiu- best pace for the 
five ibousand^ feet isciatuble, taking a direct route, 
irrespective of patlia. 

The wcatber, of oourae, iicgan to break up when 
we got to the top, and although among the shifting 
clouds I was able to got some pictures, I nci-er could 
get one whirii did real justice to this wonderful 
ruoun tain face. 11 was, unfort una tely, niy Ijiat cli ance 
of a really goo<l view of tJio main po^. 

We found my wife and all our luggage safely arrivefJ 
Hfc Gundla, and were soon coiufortabiy setflcd fhore. 
It is a chamihig little bangabw. Tliat It iu moat 
mogniJiceiitly situated goes without sayitigj facing as 
it doiM such groat and impressive moimtaiu eccitoiy. 
It is n real Loon to the few traveibrs who visit 
Lohoul to find tJiHw little reat-houees—over and 
above them value to uJlieiak on tlielr tourB tlirougb 
tbs country, 

Gundla has other rharrHa ua well as ecenery. Tliero 
ore quite a respectable numfssr of chikore there, as 
well as blue-rock pigeons. As it was now Septembetj 
I determined to have a go at them. Previously my 
shootings et blue-rock pigtrans had l>c«n confined to 
a few shots a day, fired with a pod on my damaged 
Hhoutder, hut now I thought I could probably manage 
fairly well. 
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A successful morjiiDg produced some sixteen buds, 
fmd a few blue-rockis; but, oitliough extra pads had 
been put in p<iaition, my Ethoulder was bruised black 
bv tliP evening,and oi'identlv not fit to stand mote than 
11 few shnta, even through a thick pad of cotton-wooL 

The following day found lus in Sissu again, but the 
weather was worse than ever, and an exploration of 
the bigSisso Glacier, which 1 had planned ■ was out of 
the question; but I managed to scramble, with liotJi 
my orderlies, up to the point marked as Korapuclii- 
From thence, in rough and broken weather, we 
were lucky enough to have one o-r two &ie glimpses 
of the whole of theii climb of the third Gapban, 
which we had already named the Sbstt Sohrockhom. 
1 was Buitably impressed, and again regretted having 
missed such a very fine expedition. 

We had many riiuigiviugB about the weather. 
Maaaea of clouds were blowing over from the south; 
not at all what we had expected in the middle of 
September, However, wo thought it better to push 
on to Koksar, where we had hoped for some fine 
days so aa to complete a good deal of photography 
which we had left undone, and also to follow in 
FQhrer's steps tip tlie Soiiapani Glacier, and to con’ 
tinue, if poastble, beyond the point he reacheil. 

On our arrival at Koksar we found tlic bangatow 
partiaUv occupied by two of the sons of Sridar Ayouh 
Klian, the ex-Anilr of Kabul, who is now in neaidenoe 
in Lalmre. They had gone for the day down to 
SisBu, and, I am afraid, had a very wet time of it, 
aa the weather broke shortly after our urtival, and, 
what is more, it oontiniietl to rain for lliree days 
with hardly any liitcmusaion. 
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Luckily tliis tremoudoua downpour proved to be 
the actual laat effect of the Monsoon, like a sperm 
whale*8 death, terrific b its dying agony: the worst 
min we bad ^erienced the whole season. 

Til CEO youths were of distinctly sporting tasteg, 
but apparently of not very large ejqwrionoe, as they 
not only shot crowa and clioughs, hut eat them also, 
to our intense astonUhmentj—cotiosaled astonish- 
mont, of oouno. 

On the weather oleariug we made all our arraTige* 
menta to leave finally Lahoul for good, and to cross 
the Rahtang south once more. We were both much 
looking forward to Kula m the autumn: ureryone 
agreed that the autumn was the finest time to see 
that (Ji arming country. 


CIUPTEK XI 
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We w«rc on tbe U>p of Uio Rotitaiig at jiifit the right 
Iioui on onr way i»v6r, and w'O opciit a good Hmo 
photographing. AVhat u difTcrencc ftmn whflti we 
cmascd in July I Now hurtlly any snow renuuncd' 
otdy a few tsolutod patches. We had a delightful 
w'aik in the frealicst and keenest air, and the descent 
on tJic Kuin aide was aimply perfect. Now, however 
much the niggednesa of Jj^ouJ may »pi>eat to me, 
after some rnonttia it is dcl^tful to nicct again the 
richneiw of tJie Kulu Valley; and, indeed, the andden 
change Ts cstjaunltmirily striking. It was far enough 
on b fkjptcTnbcr for the autumn tmta to have touched 
the higher levels witli gfjtgeoiis colour, ontl the 
forest below, b its dark tones, only set^'od the better 
to thrfiw up the rich grecji left by the raioa, and there 
was a freshness in the air very ddferent troiii the 
heavy atmosphere of early July- 
There were numbers of Tibetan cncampnieiita cmi 
the flats on the way down, always picturesque with 
their blue*topped tents, 1 have sdduni enjoyed a 
inarch more than the £ve List miles into Rahla. 
Kulu was at its best. Wc hod a ftuo view of our 
Pindri PeiUc ibminating the entrance to tiie Solang 
Valley. 
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Ft wa$ pltiA^anti to reach the BaUIa BAngfih>w, 
wliere we hat! dcteruiineii to spend an off day in whioli 
lu wonder about aud see something of its siuTOund- 
ings-—a day by [in meaiiB wasted* The valiey to 
the south WAS perfect- The empe were Jnst ripenuig, 
oiul the nibctiiro of the crimson of dhc ftmorAnth 
ftehis gave the richest possible effect, a welcome tiote 
of colour aitcr the more neutral tones of LahouE. 1 
do not think I ever (saw such a mass of colours a» on 
otir walk doiivn, a day or two Uier, to the Manali 
Boiigalow, wlierc we arrived on September 18- 
We were In tii> porMciihu* hurry, and oanip kit htul 
to be overhauled, and we wanted to spend a few days 
there before oontiuiung our iravels. There was also 
tibe wily chikore to l>e followed, although my hopes 
in their dircctioti had been almost extinguished on 
the way down, fur the tremcfidous growth, both of 
grass and jangle, was greatly against chikore-idnKJt- 
uig ; the gross was up to one's waist- 
The Kulu pooaonte all round may not bo very good 
at wctrking tiieir country, but tJjcy certainly grow 
mognifioent crops. The fields, too, are well watered. 
T!ic aod, uo doubt, is vary fiJiu, and amply rewardi 
the slightost attention, but what a living reully hard¬ 
working Alpine peasants would make out of such b 
country I Tlic l^rwHl of cattle ulcue i« poor in the 
extreme; but die Kulu jjcople seemed to me to be 
entirely lacking in aDibiti<jn. They are certainly not 
poor, and have ad they have bcmi accustomed to 
want; furtlicr, the women do ncariy all the hard 
work, with the exception oi the ploughing- The 
jicoplc will not oven travel if they caJi liclp it, and 
Lave uo desire to bettor dmroBelvcjj in any way; they 


158 


Kiai" |VNT> LATIOirL 

C 4 UJ get. all they realty’ require at ft minimum of 
eserlion. 

The whole of tlia Kulu trade is in the IhuicIb of more 
Of less foreign peopk', either Kulu Mohaimnedaiis— 
eettJerw froiii the Panjabi that la to «ay—or olao 
regular traders, Bantiiahs, alsx* of the PAiijab, Ami 
ahlioiigh there are matiy oltl'estohlished fniit-ganlena, 
mid moat produtitive once, right thnuigh the valley, 
there is oot, t believe, a single native of Kulu who 
baa ever planted fruit-trees, eillicr for bis own 
nao or for' export, or even for sale in tbo loool 
bazaars. 

I am not hUining them in particular if they have 
nil they desire and are happy, as k apparently the 
fact. They are like moat natives of the East, why 
should they want tnote than their hirefathers wanted f 
f am only regretting the more or leaa wasted poeat- 
hilitJea of such a eounixy. 

Qli ikowvfth noting proved a cx>mplete failure, so 
after pachb}g our spare kit we loft for the Hamta 
Valley, for 1 had a good deal that I wished to do 
there; first and foremost to get u good of Frihrer 
and rdilhahadur's exploration on the slopes of Deotibi, 
an<l also, at lost, to liavc a ]>roper view of the valley* 

k k a leallv beautiful walk from Mariali. After - 
■■ 

aiKsiiig the Uamta stream the ruud rises at oucc 
through rice cultivation to (ho ’village of Shuru, 
(I'ht'ro [ had previnuely failed to got atir lUssktancc 
after my hurt, and thence pasaes an old aitd U'jiutt- 
fully situated tcinjdo standing in its own huge paved 
courtyard, surrtmmled by magnillcent deodar-trees. 
li\Tiether by aoiudent or from pteaKssiiig a real sen.'se 
of the beautiful, whoovor built the average Kulu 
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lutijpli’ Vfiry iicldcim nia/tl<} 4 iiiiffl-ake lu tint selection 
of sites; they are nearly always well placed. 

After Icsv-iug the temple a full two tliousaxid feet 
of steep rtsecut Jtr^ids ai last to llic main of 

tlie Hatnta, and the path winds tlirottgh beautiful 
forests and open glades, deep iu grass and full of 
fliiwers, oven as late as the time of out visiU 
The right hank of tlio valley is very precipitous 
and finely sculptored, and is tiic liahitat of nuuiy 
taltr, H species of HiuinlAyaii wild gouts; but uiifoi^ 
tunatelj all ahnotiiig of large game, with tbc excep¬ 
tion of black bear and leopard in the Uamta, ia 
dosed. 

We comped about an horir and a LnK short of 
Chiku, tJie overluuigiug rode utuler which wc bad 
pitched (tur ienta wlien previously ervssing from 
Ijulioul, and on u lower level of the deeply-gfussed 
slopes. This L'srnp was much more oonvonieut for 
us, as it wins near the entiauce to the milklt leading 
directly up to DocitibL 

The following morning Lulbohailur, Jitman, and 
myself climbed up to a point on one of the Beotibi 
uuderfeaturcs to about iJiirteen tJioiisuud feet or so, 
to try to follow Fiilirer’s previous route. We s»w a 
good dcft] of it, but the point at which they nltimately 
arrived was buried iu tuoases of doud; but farllier 
to the aouth Peuguri, and beyond it the great Shigri 
Peak, were quite clear. Tlie whole ridge lending ftotn 
Dcoiilii to Ptuiguri is wonderfully fine; tlie ice scenery 
of a really high order, with mossea of Longing 
glacier. 

U seemed to me that ftotn where we then stood 
the mountaiii rwlgic! would be o very difficult one 
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tr» get on to* but whan onco aJiy of tli« litlgea h*wJ 
bren gained thore would l<o »o partieular uouble Ut 
Ending ft way up. 

The Shigri Mountain beyond was of ft difleront 
chiuactei. The eide of it wWtdi wo v/vte able to seo 
conaietod of huge, very broken ridg^ of the ateepeat 
description, ftud Ueuiendoua preeipicea towards the 
north—real Sftv age mountain. 

We paasod over some splendid open graamg- 
grounda on t/ur way down, anil beat a great deal of 
open birch jungle for monal phoasanta, but without 
Ending any—not a single bmL 

Wo were much pleased witih oiir day, though, an 
bad taken some good photograplw. The most auc* 
ceasful ‘lay ol photography, however, caino two daye 
later, when ivo climbed to tlie top of some fine peaks 
of alaiut thirteen thouaaud live hundred feet, a« 
nearly as I wjuld calculate, ai»ove Chika. We matlo 
a big bag of snow-pigeon on our way* up, after a 
deliglitful walk from camp, toking hinch with us, 
aud leaving it with my wife in u birch forest It 
was a perfect day and onu uot wasteil. 

Imini Kiliah *ia a niwit inieresiing mountain, eur- 
ttiouniod by a monolith, ajtparciitly about three 
hundred f«Jt in htiight—a perfectly isolated needle, 
and from ft distanc*! lix>kiug not luudi thicker at the 
base ih ft" at the top* It gave one the impresaicn of 
all enonnoua fiat more than anything for the 
Teat of the mountain is not particularly impresaive. 
The Deotibi mflKB to the south was much Eiier. 

The really impreemvis ou Uouk, from our point, was 
tow'artls tho Lahoul Atountawa and tjie iiioufilaios of 
the Solang, of whkU we had a ujiique view, uud 
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could trace aU tin? climbs aoDomplished by Fjilitiif 
and Lalbabadur, 

The Weisahoni dominated everythuig, and muat> 
I thluJt, he tbo peak nsarkod mtietecu thousand ail 
Iiuitdred feet odd, although it certainJy gave one the 
idea that it also aliglitJy overtopped the QuiuIIr Peak 
'M/ our Sohuig ‘Blaitfee/ the actual peak marked 
ill the innp luueteeti thousand six hundr^ feet. 

A delightfu] valley is the Upper Haiiita, especially 
round Chlka, which encamping ground was at this 
tune full of life—cliielly Gaddi shepherds and Bpiti 
luen returning from Kulu. 

The pull up to the Hamta is the dullest drag up 
imoginahle. Tlie wboie aseent a dulh ahut-io valley, 
chiefly stones to look at, and at one gentle angle, 
which always makes one feci as if the road was 
absolutely endli^ I should think it must be a 
regular snow-trap; there were ve^ deep accumula¬ 
tions when we cruesed in June, 

Our duty to the landscape being accomplished, we 
ran down to the luncheon spot, and then ^ returned 
to our comp, and the foUowmg day back to M^inttlr 
ns I proposed os nearly as possible to follow Fhhrer'a 
footstejio up that nullah: also to some pheasont- 
ahootlng. 

The Manoli nullah proper is one of the best shoot¬ 
ing nullahs in Kulu for red bear, and probably for 
tahr. Ibex ore ohta reported there, but of this I am 
doubtful—that is, of course, of ohootable ibex. There 
are also block bear and many pheusonts- 
It is a ourioua but remarkably fine valley* and the 
forest scenery second to none that 1 have ever aeon. 
The right bank of the valley, w'^hicb is probably the 

U 
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best for red bcuf, if open fund steep, but civay, with 
nKUiy thachs juid graziug’-grountts—tvpicAl bear 

ouunl^; in faet^ I ne^’er saw better, whilst the oppo¬ 
site Mide of the valloy is veiy precipitous &nd splen¬ 
didly woodcfl, ftDii after the ralni^ overgrown to any 
extent. 

Besides rich undergrowth» there were many Dowers, 
especially great groves of pink balsams eight feet 
liigh, with stems aa tliick as a man’s wrist. As we 
passed through these dense niasses of balsams, which 
we often did, they popped and ajmt atone ail the time 
as they were Iwgintitog to go to seed, and their seed 
pods go ng with a pop if touched. 

The road to the upper graslog-ground was ns rough 
as one could wish to trave!—like travelling in a much 
overgrown Rishl in Cathwal, and the scale large too. 
We found several pnrties of women U£»oti the 
slo|)es and in the forest picking sooio species of pod, 
of which they make pkklc, I was unable to dbeover 
wIiLt exnct kind of pod it was. 

Part of the road to our camp led over a mass of 
huge houldcra of the Phan dee Aiguilles typo, well 
covered w'ith an overgrowth of thick vegetation, high 
gross, and dowers and shrubs exactly so placed as to 
poke you In ilie aye when you were njoking a jump. 
We finally made a camp on what looked (ike a hisb 
meadow fmmafar, with little streama running through 
it, ilut it turned out to be a atone*covoni'd dat 
hidden in the tremendous vegetation. We found u 
decent enough canjping-grouud, ljowei’<ir. 

When thcfto region* were before visited by Piihrer, 
tLcre was mucli snow everywhere at ibis height, and 
allJioiigh by keeping lower down the valley than wo 
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fj&d (loii8 riiti piirti€!# on Of^oasloii liiul luid most 
un[)h;iUiaot eciuttiblOH titotiugb junglo, ^riU, on teaching 
a certain jbeiglitj thej hod found good going on plenty 
of old snow* That woa all gone now, ami notltiiig left 
but ranh vcgotatloti and bouldera. 

Fox all that the auiroundlugs were oplomlid, and 
Uie colour vary fine, Mu«h oak, too, of a duaky 
coppery bue, whioh showed up moart effectively 
agaiiiat the amumn tints, for the hillaidea above the 
forest were ^Uj uolouiu, the gmaacs and ahitibe all 
tfiiniuig, and adding oveiy description of rod and 
yellow and msset* 

PheosarjtA were a great diaappointmenL In the 
early part of the year this upper ground had been full 
of pLeatMiiiia, chiefly the uiDtinJ and kokkas, though 
1 believe trag<ipan pheoeonta were ako seem Now, 
tliough in the evenings and niornui^ we could hear 
them in the forest, and also oct:asio]iaUy see theiu 
when smuacd below ua, not oue did wc put up, and 
all attempts at Eeaehing them tiirough these trenLon- 
doua undergrowtha were futile. Lower down the 
Gurkhas went into the forest and put up several birds, 
but said that all their time was t^cn up with gottiog 
along, and that it was impossible to sJioot—at any 
rate, WB nevtii' Sred a single shot, 

I daresay oil the farther side of tho vaUey quite 
good flhixituig «>uJd be obtained, hut ai this time of 
year ou the left or northem side it ia hopeless. 

The day after our arrival we made on attempt to 
reach tho uppcriiioet: camp from which FtUirer and 
Lalbaliodur had made their expeditlun. Their line 
of advance, up a ateepkh valley rather nmie than iinlf 
a mile from our comp, was now oil big stones, and 
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ala> required ft comidcnable dtn^'ni to reftcit it, so 
the men told mo that, by making a sboiii cat o^'cr tbo 
spur iamiediatoly hehind om tanla wo ahould Iw able 
to const along, and finally gain the bank which led 
up to the camp. An hour's atone^hopping brought 
U 0 to the foot of a gully, whidi Kad been uiarkod aa 
being probably the tiioet direct route. This tiimcfl 
out to bf correct, but the climb up to it was a real 
* toftftei,' just as steep as onu cH»uld find. A thick 
jungle and long gmss and stiff hushes. 

A Gurkha nearly always has great facility in jungle. 

I have nob ^Vliat is nif»re, it particularly annoys 
me. Tilts ascent, which would have b^n quite 
hard work on tm open hillside, was beyond anything. 
Though in fiist-rate condiiion, I was soaked through 
by the time we gi>t out on to the ridge above us. 
Thence we coasted along tlie niounlain-side, seeing 
our slopes in front of us, and much envying the 
previous party. 

Both the orderlies had been up the ok) way two or 
three times, and were mneh saddened when they found 
all the snow gone, except, in a few places whiidi did 
not vety niudj matter. Our coasting took a terrible 
long time, for the maun tain-sides were very steep 
and entirely oomposeil of enoniious boulders, supply¬ 
ing much jumping and other gyiiiiLastic&--redJy 
great fun in itself, but most, aiinoying as taking up so 
much time. These strenuous efTorta, indeed, afforded 
apecial exercuies for every joint and lunecle in the 
body, including the tongue. 

After leaving our big boulders beltind us, we got 
on to the main route—a long pull up rocky, grassy 
slopes at an easy angle. Wo continued until lunch- 
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time. By ibtsn we bad moutitetl to a cennidertiblc 
he^ht, ejid I waa bored to exrinetteni tvs the Tesder 
probably is too by now, bo we stopped for liuvioh, 
espectiiliy for mo to dry ray olotltes, A bath was aloo 
attraolivre. Tire wato was ooH though fhe stiii was 
strong, tJie fiDight about fourteen tbonaand feet. The 
towel, a hoi. rock, gave a t^lendid reaction. 

After an excellent hinoh token on the aforesaid hot 
rock 1 found it mtioh more expedient to go bank than 
to face another lung drag to the ool above us, ftvr I 
cannot say I looked forward with any pleasure as 
a tired man to those jumping gymnoAtioe aniongst 
the rocks. So telling the obvious fib that I had done 
all 1 come to do, we started back again, having 
finisliod thenec^asary IftUglUcr, uiid were soon spring¬ 
ing again for dear life to the col. 

Tlie descent through the jungle vas as somtehv* 
mid pokey os the ascent, but luckily the work was not 
uphill this time, anil wcj got back to camp having had 
all we wanted in the way of exercise, 

A couple mere days took us Ivack to MaitoU, our 
first night on the way down being spent on a camping- 
ground formed by the junotiou of an immense rock 
and Llie steep fiilkide. Here was the finest, forest of 
balsams t.hat we came aeroes—a regular jungle, min ^i h 
above our heads, flopping and spitting at us witJi 
loud reports* 

I was Bony to leave tlie valley, for we had not seen 
half of it, and I had wislusd, if there Itad beau dme,* 
to have crossed and had a look at the pass at the head 
of the main valli^' which leads over to Bara'BanghaL 
It is umloubtodly one of the best fljmrtin'g rmHaha 
of the Kulu district, and quite worth anyone's while 
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to viaitj In npring, eurty summer, or autumn, even 
if not on sporting intent. The summer months, July 
and August, are out of the question anywltore in 
Kulii, as the weather in much too wet for campiitg 
with any possibJc tJegree of comfort, 

Oxi our arrival at Maiiail Bungalow once more, the 
camp bit hud to be repacked, for now we were really 
heading for home, and all the heavy, unneceawy 
luggage WAS to be sent olT by |>ony transport to Kxuigra, 
while we took a light camp and went up the ParvatTiyn 
Valley on our wiiy hack, tii the meantime I went 
down to rejoin my wife, who Lad been staying during 
mv trip up the Mona I i nullah with Colonel xmd Mrs. 
T'^’Acke, at their houiteatRaiaan,aomeaev-entoeji miles 
lower down the valley. 

Tlie charm I tig Kulu Valley was now At ita very 
Ixest. It is always a pleasant ride or walk by the 
side of the Bees, passing continually through great 
ghulee of due Hlders^Suer ones I have never seen. 

Colonel Tyacke's house at Ftaisan is eitruordinorily 
English in its surrouiulmgs, always excepiing, of 
Gotirse, the great mrumtAtXL<i on eitlier side and the 
native villages in the ncor vicinity. 

We were now right Amongst the frui^gurdeiis, 
tlie ^Vratngarh estate, in which Raisaii Mouse is 
situated, being one of the boat knonm and moat pro¬ 
ductive. 

The fruit trade ifl run under very great difficultica, 
but the post-office bas come to the aid of the fniit- 
growotB and c^orta their fruit for them, by part'el- 
post. What a tremendous bnsinciis this is for the 
post will be understood when tt is espTnined that many 
thousands of parcels are thus bandJedt all being 
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ciuTusd by ctmliiis to tJio u<!Am>tcart~rn«d bead, wht-tioe 
fliey can be forwatded 1^ hutlorb cart or othor con¬ 
veyance fo rbeir destinflttotL Muoti of tlie frttjl: is 
carried by cooUeo the whole way to Simk. I camiot 
imagine tliat it can Ijo nnythiog but a heavy eapeiwe 
tiO the post-officOn It only ahowa W’hal an inmieiUie 
boon to tlic fruit trade the cart-road nftw lieirig made 
tlimiigh the Mandi State to I^ow'cfr Kulu will Ik*, 

My wife hiid spent a ehamimg t4?n duya with tJie 
Tyackea, and had enjoyed her well-tiurned rest; and 
most opportmie !(■ had btK^n, for we had on afduoua 
march before iifl, and she hod had a pretty hard and 
(xmtiuuoiis time of exertion. After twa more days 
spent at Haiaan we had to say good-bye (« our hosts, 
to whom we had been beholden for many kindnesses 
and help througiiout our time in Kulu. At Kntrahi 
wc broke up our party, Tlie main camp equipage 
went direct to Eangra cn/rutn for despatch bo Ablxitt- 
aUd in dinrge of Kehar Sing and an orderly, while 
we pack«l n light camp for the final trip" which 
we had planned round the eastern valleys, which 
contained in many W'ayu the mosb mterestinc pan, of 
all Kuhi, ^ 

Rehar Sing, the pkee of our factotum, waa taken 
by a emali but most dependable little Gurkha, nlmost 
fiusL from Nepal, who had been working under him, 
and whow chief businesa in life was to grow until such 
time as he became big enough to enlist. Meanwhile 
his progress had been rmtiarkahlit. He «ras quite 
capable uf running a camp for two, and a most excellent 
camp servant he was. Dp to Uio prmiom; November 
he had probably iievcx seen any flat ground, and 
certainly had never seen a railway. And now, in 
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ISk'ptpinfaer, he hiul a]r(*ady learnt a certAtn amoimt 
of Ilimlufitani, and Bod turnod into a moot uflcfitl and 
intelligent alBround aaustantH 

At the Katrain BangaJow we found Colonel and 
Mrs. Fanner. De a'&a a voteHnory ofHcer who was 
travelling with a view of Introducsng a bettor breed 
of sheep into the hitTs. 

Ho gave us most interostmg aceoiinteof liis work— 
how ho had livod niuch with the Gaddi sbepherde, 
and, hehig an ojcpert, was able to help them in all 
iiortfl £il wap with their fluehs. He also brought with 
him some Merino rams, and told ua that there was 
already a ooiuiidcrablo number of half'hroeda that 
wore giving quite satisfactoiy results. By Ii\'iug 
with the nomad shepherds and gaining their con^ 
fidence, and by showing how much more he knew 
about their business than they did themselves, he 
was certainly going the right way to work. 

Apparently the fleeces of these sheep do not give 
a very good rotiim. The quality of the woo! is not 
very high clasa, nor, though they look large, is the 
fioece very hL>avy, the wool being so straight. Tlie 
cross with the Merino strain iioinedlately gives an 
uiTirittely heavier and finer fleece, and i^ould also 
produce animals not too heavy or clumsy for the bad 
ground they habitually fowl on. We saw some of the 
shawls made locally from the fleeces of thiHe half- 
bred sheep, and they were really of fine quality, a 
fact quite appreciated by tbe local nath-e who puts 
a high price on them. There is cerfainlv a large 
field here for cspcrhjient. 

At tlip time of the great emigration, when all the 
Hooks are driven over the Bahtang and Homta Fassee 
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up to blue grft&i ip-azuig'groutidB of XAbou), uiiil 
the Lingti Plains, and of Spi^, there must be about 
two Emutdred tbouBoud ftheep driven tkrough Ktiiu, 
tiTvapcttivo of JijcbJ eluiep owunl by Kulu peasants. 
1 have Jiintrci a I'inisidcrably higher (estimate, but am 
probably not far wrong in the round number I have 
given. 

FTontly any of the wool of thcae aheep Appears at 
the Patseo Hi&rket. TlieTe tlie wool k aimnat ontzrelv 
Tibetan, or Zaakor, or Bud ok, or LahoulL Tlie 
Tibetan aheep seemed to carry a very large but loose 
fteeee, and would be mneb the better for a crass of 
Merino, if it could be brought about-, but the Tibetan 
sheep ore a hardy lot, and have to put up with a much 
harder life than the flocks from the south, and 
probably, even if a croea were possible, the Merino 
strain would not stand their climate and aurrotuni' 
inga, for Patseo, with on altitude of tweb'c thousand 
three hundred feet, is very likely tbe lowest, place they 
reach during tlicir hard lives. All the aamc, there 
is plenty of room for endeavour to improve the breed 
of abc«p and still more that of cattle. The cattle 
are wrctcJicd throughout these hills, but the same 
remark holds good for tlio greater part of tlic Hinia' 
loya. For reform in these Tnatters, liesides capital, of 
which there is very little, and Oovomment- holp, there 
is also needed desire attmug the people themselves for 
better things, and that desire apparently does not exist. 
The cxpetlition which we planned from Katmin 
was to pass through Naggnr, the seat of Government, 
and to visit the curtoua village at Malana, in which 
valley lives a tmiall community who arc quite separate 
from the rest of Kulu, in language and tradition, and 
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in Appearance Bbo; though this latter coutmat do€A 
not perhapfl atiiko one at ftwt. si^t* 

The Malana folk axe certain very intoiesiing 
rulicg, iiikI thuir jjcr^iudod valley and village a regular 
little mountuiji foatrioon, out off from Kulii on t]io 
northern aide by tho ChandTa-Khani, and from 
the Pan'Bttiya nuUdli on the sou them pide lt>' tlio 
RuHltok Paw, both very etoep hill-tracha and of oon- 
sJtlensble height, the Rushok twiug ten thousand five 
hundred feet, T]je only other way mto the vidfey 
is down an abaohttoly precipitous gorge which 
emerged at Chiiant village, and along which the only 
track is of the nature of a roek'oltnih the whole way. 
It w'lmld be di^oult to tind a more secluded commu¬ 
nity. Our toad to it led us over the Choiidra-Khatii 
P^p nearly twelve tltousantl feet iu altitude. 

The approHch to Nnggar from Katrain b charming. 
Oere the main atreunv of the Beaa b croeoed by an 
excellent auspeuaion bridge, and the valley ia broad 
and park-like, and the alder grovaa splendid. A 
shmly lane leatla up to Naggar Goetlo, now the official 
roeidcnce of the Aisoistont-Conuniastonerwha adminig' 
trntee Kulu, fjj former times It wan the royal centre 
of Euhi. but the capita] was moved to SuUanpur. 

Naggar is beautifully situated, a good height above 
the rii'er aud valley, over which It has a wide view. 
It lA also of greater importunce than Suhanpur, as 
there are at least half a dozeu Ruropeau hniisea 
scattered aboui. tU picturesque hillside, above which 
fine deodar forest stretches. Naggar is said to have 
been the seat of the Rajahs of Ejuhi for over oixty 
reigna, the present raat le having been built out of the 
ruins of the ancient palace. 
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11 i/! Li very fine old pile, wriBt.ntdw:! of age-darkontrf 
timbers and atone, but giiittlesa of mortar, nuee 
RtoriftA in lietght, it atiuiiU tip in an imposing manner, 
and behinel it w ilm old temple, and aniurul it a gay 
ilower-garflcn, eriiich was the pride of the taat Aa- 
3i3lj»iifr*0omuiiftaioiier, Mr, flowoll, and bis wife. Al 
this time of year the colour both of tJie garden lM?tk 
ami the aurrouJKling country was simply brjllinnt, 
and not only of tiie firjwera fuid fiohls, but every roof 
of the penaante' houaes glowed with the rich anilHtr of 
the Itidiiiri com spread on the roofs to tlry, and boiow 
the oriinsoii of the amararilh awopt the valley in 
broad touches, while the blue and indigo of distant 
hilkide and forest were lighted wiih the yellow of the 
turning trees and gratsa, aiiowy peaks completing the 
picture. 

We were lucky enough to see Ijoth the spring ivnd 
autumn views, and although the bjiow on the hill¬ 
sides in the earlier EOason gives a greater contrast, 
anil shows up the forest and valley, still wo lioth 
agreed m preferring the a^itumn colouring. 1 have 
never scon anything bo brilliant on so large a 
scale. 

We divided our munch over the Chandm-Khani 
Pass into tw'o etagOB, slwping the night at the ex- 
tremety pretty village of Phulga, nr Fhulinga, a full 
inarch from Katrain. The puli up from Katmin to 
the top of the pass is ut least seven thousaml feet, 
probably moro, 

Phiilinga is a typical Kuiti villuge, well situateil on 
the biilside of the valley running hack from N^aggar, 
up which we vrere progressing, well cultivated on its 
lower slopes, rather precipitous above. We found a 


17:? 


KULU AND LAHOrJL 

fiuo ctunptng'gniiind thwe ur fiuir huiitlrfd fe«t 
bigb{*r u{> lliaJi tlic villa^, in a fiici? cipcji gtada iR f.h4 
forest, where wa were well looked after by tEKMt 
obltging people; m ftwt^ the Kutu folk impirore 
mtghUly iu» one gets Away froqj the rtiaiii raJkiy 
of the Not ottly that, hut we fouml a 

gmat dtlTereijce ereii oit the following morning, 
for the march is « bngiaJi one to die top of the 
pan, uiil steep otid tiring^ and * dandy' camera 
and parter* wore tjuite the beat we bad ywt oome 
acrosB in Kutu. 

f woe off a litllp ahnul of tJtr party, in putvtiit of 
tnona], which there wna suppneed to lie plenty. 
Blit after n good deal of tcrnmhling 1 wna oliUged lo 
put up with dietr uaiiat chalffog ways. There cet* 
tainfy were pbnty of them, but fhty were off m uiuai, 
vcij' light,, nnvoi totting one get within a couple of 
htinilred yorde of them. 

Our way led through beautiful forest, and for the 
IttMt hour and a half, aidewaya acnw the hillddo. 
Fine open mmntry, which with the foreat, shniU and 
gntan, woi gorgeous with autumn colouring, a very 
hrillinjit show. 

In the ojKoi actuh jungle Ixdow the |iaih our iiu-avan 
pur up A number of inoiial, and if we had find 
lime (a epnnd a day or two wandering about, we 
could, no doubt, with the exorciiM of some cunning, 
have anneawl a few of them. When they do come, 
diey come at a terrifie jwee, wliiaziiig downhill or 
across valleys. They are atao very largo biida—quite 
twice the weight of the higgest cock pheaeant, nnd, 
ihcrefom, unless one i* absolutely on the spot, Uhe 
some aioppmg. The great thing tu nmieiuber k that 
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every bird'll hftad i? th? Baiiie aui*, itnd tliat (.bo aie of 
9}i«>t ont? usi» ]iLalU<>r8 Icai Ibiut boiug ikr enuttgli iu 
fintic, ^iikifa Is tlie gr«i» diflicuity. From rln^ top of 
tLo CLjuidia^Kliajii J^ues wo could see right down tha 
MnUuu Vnllpjr, which hy ubiolmi'ly plumb down 
below us, Oil st«4)|) luuj shul-tn country im J bovo 
UL'ou. It retniitdcd me vciy much of Bomo of 
the Upper Qvliwal vidleys, |uirticularly in the 
mix tune of tretmmd utui iioeiieiy, cliff, and open 
forest. 

Ou the flunimit of the |ui£e tJiere woe mucli * puja ’ 
to the gods, or ' demotaSi' for every mauntom lias its 
suitable pr eaiiling deity of one kind or anotiier, and 
atoiiea were set up for us in cjefereitce to the wiBltes of 
tiie same dchy, os U was our iiist time of eroeamg the 
pass. This appears to be the ordinary ouatom^ oe the 
MalatiK people went tliruugh the flotiio inoncouvrea 
when we crossed the Kusliuk into the I’nrvuttiyu 
Valley. MV got a dno view of the Qaphau and tlic 
redoubtable * M/ but die Hainta Mounlaina were 
shut off. 

Having enjoyed a test and lunch in tbn koen atr, 
and a fine view of wlutt wus tiew country to us—the 
south and east—we pn)oeedod to tackle tho dcdoout. 
After half a mtlo or so the Phuiinga coolies Uirtied 
off down a sharp s|mr, one of the tuderliea electing to 
accompany rhem; but this whs evidently too steep 
for (lio dandy and for the more lieavily l^eii men or 
those carrying tent-poles, so we followed the hoaton 
track. The Phulluga men were imUy ffrat^rate, os 
very sliortly we found ourselves going akmg cut steep 
a track as one could wish to walk down iu the oidmoiy 
way* tliat is, without actually climbuig. The path 
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led ill sliarp ftgKAgB dcWJi ft gu% iMitwwu very 
finely wooded cUlIfi- Quito good going for m un¬ 
burdened twan, but verj* difRculi for the dandy. 
Indeed, for any ordinary dnndy it would liave been 
quite out of the question, but with our single bambiw 
pole and banunoek seat tl waft possible. A very short 
distance even with that was enough, and iny wife 
aoon took to lun legs. The path, too, got steeper 
and steeper, and down and down wa wont, aluajs 
in tlie gullyr finally emerging actually on to 
the holds of MiUana, and quite cloee to the 
vilkg«^ 5 Tio gully must be quite fiitee lliouaand 
feet in dopili, and the whole descent eloee on four 
thousand feet. 

We arrived at our comp under some b>g walnut- 
trees between tim two villages of Malaiui well before 
the cooUt'S) who had taken the short cut. Tlicy 
would liave doiMi h^t±^ to have Uktii our way, ull 
our awkward baila arrived with us, w^lst their lessor 
ones took a good bit longer. Jitninn, who had been 
with the coolies, described the path as simply a ladder 
of rocks the whole way. These two putha apparoutly 
fumiah the onty entrance into Maloutt direct tram 
Naggar and the north. 

Wo found ouraeivee on a big bench on tho mountaiu- 
flido on which are aituated the two small villages. Tliu 
upper otic waa aacred, and no one waa allowed in with 
leather boots, although we were conducted round on 
changing into the rope ahoca we brought from Kutu. 
This village also oontaina the temple of the Malona 
gotl Jamlu. 

The upper village haa many more dwclling-houBes, 
but Is of no particular holiness. Both, na a whole, ar® 
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tllrtiGT and Bern L bier thiiii tha u^iid Kulu viltafje, uiid 
Ihe H» tii^i ^v^ wnll built iior so idenii ui tbcb 

sitntjuudingfi. 

The temples have Uttle to reconun etid theni^ though 
the holy of holies, the abode oi the extremely auto- 
eri^tie Jamtu. hasi some rude carving outside. Con- 
sideling wluit a swell their god is, T tlilnh he ought to 
be better boused. He is ahkj extremely well off, as 
besides his property in Molaruit ho owns smiefal email 
OflUitoe in Eulu which pay him well, ids revenue bcuig 
collected yearly by his hlalana subjects. Ho is the 
only one of the Eulu deities who pays no resjuxt to 
Ragtmath-ji, the sen lor god who lives in Sultanpur, 
and icceivea the homage from all the sutroiuidiug 
gods wlieu they are carried in to sahttuu to hts 
triumphal car. The kiioa'lcdgcable Gopoo told me 
more of him. In spite of his aloofne^j he apparently 
is nut quite lonely, us he Is a great friend of the god 
of die Gaphaii, who, according to Oopoo, conics over 
once a year and spends boitic time with JamJu in 
Malana. 

Knowing that there was no image or temple of the 
Gapban deotn, 1 asked Gopoo how he came. ' Oh I* 
said Gopoo, ^ ho doesn’t allow anyone to carry him. 
SomettRiea he cornea through the air and sometimes 
he hops along on a stick' (he has no legs, {ipparejitty t). 

' But, Gopoo/ 1 asked, ' if he hops along, someone 
may possibly hai-e item him ooming T* * Oh yes,* 
wois ilie aiifiwer;' I have, two or three times 1* Pretty 
good fur a Mohanimedaii f Among other advice 
tendered to me in Eulu was a warning not to believe 
all the people toM me about their gods, aa they made 
up aUiries to please. 1 found this advice umiecessoryi 
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Ijiey were nil m weJt vouched for tliut aaturally 1 
them uU, 

There ore, I am told, little 5gux<% of Itx^ol heroes in 
the temple, iuoitiding a repreaentotioii of the 

Emperor AhW t;lie Great—a curiouH iLijig to 
And in B nonunull^ HlGdu temple. Of course tfaeit 
worebijt haa little iu conunon with real XlmduiaiQ, 
of ;vhicli the people arc probably pmfoiuuUj 
iguomiit. 

Mi)et of the villAgrrs were ahaentj aa dua was 
harvest-thne, and their fieidti were situated on both 
fliilfts of the valley—ehort, wherever it could be 
cultivated—and extended abo for at least, a couple of 
miles furtibor up-stTcaiu. VVe podeed, too, many 
scatlcred houses on almmt every cultivated part far 
away from the village, which gave on appearance of 
the pxisteuce of a coiisidarubte population outside the 
village itself, but Lhte turned out to bo niieleadiug. 
These hmises were ' dogri'—that is to say, not the 
homes, but the spring and autumn quarters where lb a 
people only stayed during sowing and reaping time, 
returning after those season a to their real homes in 
the village. Indeed, there arc not many houses in 
the two villugcR, and the population cannot ^Hjssibly 
be more than Ave hundred, and. yet tlicy live com" 
picteiy isolated from the rest of Euiu, have dMcrcnt 
laws of their own, speak a language peculiar to them¬ 
selves, and live their own life. Very wisely they are 
not interfered with, and are aliow^ to settle their 
own huainesa in their own way. A most hamiless, 
even though independent, little community. They 
were a scrubby lot, smaller on the averago thoti the 
ordinary Kulu man, but very tough, and who would 
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not live io fliidli isiirroundingp if Iij> coiiJd ? All flic 
men and women in the valley must, however, ho 
xt)nt«d, aa upparontly they do not tunny outeide 
their own nlnn . 

Several of the yottiig men wc eaw hnd exceptionally 
rehned facoa, with I'cry clearly cut features, anfl they 
wotiht have beon extYeroely good-Iookhig if one cut 
away a considerable amoiuit of loose hair from face 
and head, nud expended several pounds of Hoap and 
many tubs of hot wafer on them. Not washing from 
one 8 youth up cannot btit take away from one’s per¬ 
sona] atiractjoijs. Dining many travels through the 
Himahiya, now running beyond a score of years, I 
have noticed this fact. 

The Malona people aro a sundval, but n sur^'ival of 
what people it is beyond me to say. Mr. Fitzgerald 
Lee, in his small guide-book to Kangra and ilistrict, 
has a short acooiint of this curious folk. Ho coimjocts 
tlieir language with ancient Hunnisfa, and montions 
that, on the anthoiity of facts supplied by him, Pro¬ 
fessor \ amht^' cams to the conclusion that the Ma lft Tm 
people were probably u branch of the same family 
nw repreiKDted by Turks, Magyars, Finns, etc. 
This is as it may be, but the features of the best- 
looking of the men resemble the highest Rajput type, 
to my mind. 

We both liked them, for when our porters camo 
they proved to be the most cheerful and willing 
of any men tve had up to that time employed. 
Although the dandy carriers were oxcelJeut, they 
w'ere <juite small men, «nil though they made 
nothing of tficir loads, tluy were nntie rd them 
heavy-Jiuihed. 
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In Older to get out of Malanfl Vall&y ibe Eushok 
Pasa over to Eushok vilingp has to be ctofised. Tke 
Tifse bwTi Maiami ia about three thouBond feet, Lul it 
ii coiiiiidcrably added to by five furred feet or more 
of deaceot to the river and bridge at the Bfart. 
Tbe&ce the path rises thiougU splendid forest scenery, 
very steep, and growing more acutely *» as we followed 
the aigaags- Tlie men mode nothing of it, canytng 
the dandy at a wonderful pace, my wife occaeiontt% 
putt mg in good spells of walking, hna'cver. All the 
■aBie, rhcy were, with the exception of the great Uisty 
Bhotias of Darjeeling, the fastest dandy men J have 
ever smu. But it would take two of those uitw 
Malana men to make one Bhotia. 

On the top of the Ruahok Pass wo wont tliTOugh 
all the buainees of setting up atones; at least, our 
portem insisted on doing it on our behalf, to please 
the gods, settingup two special ones for ua ncwcomem 
Gopoo, the pious MohAmmedan, helped as usual: gods 

are kittle cattle even for him, 

Ve bud o gewd look on our way up at tlie mauv 
Malana Valley, and at the track which joina the 
Parvattiya at Jhari, a fearsomu patli down a most 
impressive and precipitous gorge, Immenw cUlTa, 
many thousand feet high on each side, dominated at 
the end of the valley by a maas of mountains, and the 
best part of eight thousand feet of prwipiees, No 
more desperate country bave 1 seen in ihe lower 
heights of the mountainB. No wonder the people of 
MaUnu have heeti able to lead their ow-n life un^ 
molested for so many centuries, when the earinst way 
into their country is by oui Rusbok Pass, on which, 
by the-bye, we enjoyed a w'liH-eamed lunch. 
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We began oui deat'ent in Jiuotber gully, wbicb mndp 
na tbiuk wc were going to rcpimt our ptevioiu per^ 
formance; but after a very steep deeeenir, we tiinied 
again on to Ube face of the mountain, and continued 
by a slightly less steep route for some three thousand 
feet down to Riisbuk village, wliicli Is situated on the 
steep slopes of the mo^mtAin in a Jiay , surroimdod by 
well-cuhivated fields cut in torrocea, on one of which 
we camped in bivouac tents, Tliere was no space 
for anything more roomy. From onr camp, at a 
height of about seven thousand feet, we hiui a mag- 
lufiL'cnt: view of the Imieatoite gorge to the bottom 
of the valley, down which our route evidently 
fay, to the main Pamittiya streaiti. The after* 
glow of the sunset also lit up a great mass of 
mountains on the south side—a really terrific 
mountoinscapo. 

The following morning we were up betimes and had 
a steep scramble down narrow roek^' tracks for a 
couple of hours, over avalanche debris, It was 
during the great eankquake tliat theao hilisides felf. 
The road looked pretty loose, and tlivre were 
fi^gnji of amal] avakuiohes in many places^ We 
crossed a really big one which looked quite fresh, it 
hod made a tremendous mean of the valley and bed of 
the stream. 

On onr way doam we saw aomc gooral feeding on 
the Liikide. They did not seent to mind us, and con¬ 
tinued to grose us if little disturbed. We also put up 
a good maity kuUidge pheasants, and took oui toll of 
them. 

The kallidgc is a very confiding bird compared to 
other Himalayan pbeaeante. He uJao fiks wall if 
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given timet Awi the oountiy is euitaUn; btit, getier- 
ftHy ifp ea lfing, vrhen pat up near the gun, ui a bod, 
slow starter, otul not difficult to uoun. He is good 
eating when Iiung long enoxigh, but> in 017 opinion, not 
nearly so gpod as tlie koldass, who Is ejujellent when 
ho has hod iiine to do himself justice. 


CHAPTRR XII 

THE PABVATTiyA NULLAH 

Leatino tbo rocky Rvish&k VaUcy, wc jtiincd the 
PfiTvattiya NuJIah uear the village <if Chileul, and 
found ouiselvcs on a fairly good road onoe niore. It 
was a deliciotia moming, and wc entered the new 
valley with pleasurable anticipation. 

The whole of the Parvattiya is called the Wasiri 
Bupi, or th« ailver district, and it b a vciy targe and 
widespread valleyj with many bxanchea, and farms a 
magiiihciODt centre for the wanderer. 

Among nativea it is chleQy kni'wn as holding the 
Munikam hot B|>ringB and temples, a well-known 
place of pilgriiinige throughout these hills . And. not 
only loc^y is it faniod^ for a number of devotees 
jottmey hildier to bathe and worship from moiiy parts 
of Upper India. 

The general Hcale of the valley is a large one, and 
from its appearance one w'ould more readily take it 
to be a main volley uiatead of what it ia, one of dio 
branches of the B^a. 1 ehoitld fancy that in flood 
time the Farvattiya must carry dow*!) nearly aa much 
water aa the main Beos itself. 

It la a good tong moming^B moroh from Rnshok 
to Miuiikam, ftpil the longer half up the valley only 
comparatively good travelling, the * fairly good road ' 

1£1 
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oiifi often describes being, after oil, nor. mncli more 
than ft village track. Still, rn spite of the stone, it 
vftft easy going after the descent fTOin Hnsliok. 

On t he other aide of the river we could see the mam 
fond from the Kitlti Vftlley, an excellent mule track, 
and we hoped we should aoon meet it, But it dkl 
not cross the river t« the riglit haul! on which ^lani- 
kam, ourdostination, is aitnatcdl, tilt within a quarter 
of a mile of that piece. Our path woa in uumy pieces 
ngain o\'er smaJJ svaLincIie trackfl, all of which we were 
toki come down in the great earthquake. 

The vailcv is undoubtcdlv verv hue, oe ore the 
forest, rf>«d, nnd river, tile latter ftt this finie 
genera My flowing calmly. All hod a tidy look, which 
reniiudtxi me rather of SivitKorland. There ta not, of 
oouroe, in the whole of the Aips a valley of these 
dmienaioDJs ivhicli is so rich or so much enclosed. Thar 
is one oi Uic real ilifferencea iietweeti European and 
Himalayan 'talJc^ 

Wo were now at betw'eeu lour and five thousBJjd 
h«*l only above the sea, or rather lesa tJian the height, 
of Zermattj a hiJo the peaks of which w'e occasionnliy 
caught glimpjJCH rose fnim seventeen to over tw-enty 
thuiisaud feet. The higher volleys of the Wostri 
Rupi hold u Cue series of tweniy and tw'etity>Diie 
thtiiiflftnd footers. 

The valley narrows very mucli os Manikom is 
approached, where the main toad ert^ftses Uie Par- 
vattiyo. This fine ri%'cr passcfi through an extremely 
iiam»w gorge of great depth, which iu places one could 
almost jump ncrosa, 

Manikaru viliage is tucked away under a steep, 
rocky hiiltiide, but it gives one notice of its p(tiisence 
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^euc tim(* beforo one orriviis ihfjr^- Tlic Inat mil®, 
in fact, LcMb cf tiof spiings, a&d tlie smcU of 
stiipbuj and jcta of steam announce to tie ttavelleF 
tiiat Ilia marcii w wellnigb at ao and. It is quite 
aik interaDtin^ptace) but very ateamy from the number 
of springs round which it i» huilt> At the time of 
year that we riflltijft Manikarn, quite the end of 
September, it was very fairly warm in the inttldle of 
the day, and no doubt must lie distinctly hot in June 
and the beginning of July, but the account often 
given of it as ' very Lot and dirty ' does not tieoit it 
quite fairly. Neither can a spot which is only 0 
hundred and fifty yards or so in total le^.h bo 
described aa ' unhealthy/ especiaUy when it is as 
much washed as Alanikarn is. Steamy and alnolc no 
doubt it is, but only for a Imiultcd yards each way. 
It boa a nice little baitgalotv, which contains a 
natural bot’Water tank, or, rather, the hot water ia 
turned into a tank or Imth u taicr the riwf of tlie biuiga- 
ti!W, and is, moreover, piotectcd from contanunation, 
an tlnit trsvellcrd can batlie safely in it, and very 
pleasant it W'os. The water runs o3 iJje w'hole time, 
and a iresli supply runs in. 

Tlicre ore several temples and bathing-houses, os 
well os exposed springs. The temples are not par¬ 
ticularly in ter eating, nor the bathing eatablishmcnw 
very attractive, especially when one saw the kind of 
baUiers wLo were using tdiem. 

The exposed springs were of difftrenc temperatures. 
The hottest, clow to the river, vras at l>ot]iiig-polnt 
apparently, for the people were cooking their rice 
in it. They tie up their food in a cloth, ami then 
throw it into the water, whkdi was bubbling like a 
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tiuge sanccpaii of boUisg ivarer. As u aiioog amatf 
ol suiphtir wjw gfirirn off, it dii3 not »e«m a very 
appi'tiziiig uraiuitir of cooking, but my people cooked 
some of tbcir food tbdc as an expcrimottt^ j ^nd (said 
h flat! absolutely no taste of suJpbnr. 

Apparentty fion-^HiucIus may not dofilo tie springs 
used for cooking, ami even Lbo all-round Qopoo was 
not allowed to put Lis radona iuto thetiL, Cooking 
meat m tlie sacred waters would, of course, uoi be 
permitted. I believe the springs liave no rntdrctual 
effect wbeii drunk, but probaldy are useful to people 
who suAer from rbeuiuattstn and do not obtain an 
ador]uato amount of hot water. Here they can soak 
to their hearts’ content. Certainly a good many of 
the frequenters of Jklunilcarti could be tKiilcd fur good 
in the springs without much lose to the world in 
gcneraL 

There am no fresh-water springs close to the 
village, so drinking-water oomes from the main Par- 
vntdyn, and ia better taken from the river above the 
begiiming of the village. 

Wo had a fteali Jot of jwrtcra and damly men at 
Monikam, jiot go good as the men we had left, bui 
slilj willuig enough, and tiie iicjct day we pualicd 
on to Phulgu, or, again, in local parlance, rhuJingu. 

Wv had reoeivcfl permiaaion to use tJje excobent 
forest bangulow there, and were looking fomanl to 
spentihig a few days np the valley* aiiil getting a good 
view of the upper part of the Wiutiri Hupi. I alao 
had hopes of chikore and pheasant shooting. 

After leaving hlanikam, one veiy shortly passes a 
eide-streaiii running down from n valley to the norf.h, 
which boaata a magnificent group of aiguilk's. I 
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(IM uot gtfi u [tidily good look at this group, wluck 1 
ottll rtgr^t, but. tbt rock iieedJiia we^o of tJw highoat, 
and would take their place with any fancy rock climb 
ill (Lc world, A most att.ractive group to have 
esptonxi, if wc hod bud timo to apeud over aidO' 
valleya, and further, to have pbotographed. 

From tbla angle of the rood it bccomea rough iab 
in plnoeu wLere there ore utepa over juttuig-out rocks 
too steep for the dandy, but u good wulkuig'rood, 
vety up'-and'dowii.. The acenory ia of the riitoal 
valley order, and of a rich—what 1 might call Kojsh- 
mirt-Swjug—type; rather different, from I he rest of 
Eulu. 

After alwut an hour we passed near the Tillage of 
Uchjeh, opposite to which, on the loft, batik of the river, 
uro some old silver Tiiinea, no longer worked. 1 fancy 
there is silver in cottsideniblo quaiitftlca, but tbe cost 
of extracLion and working, aud Gff{)edaUy of carriage 
to nuirket, are so high iu proportion aa to moke it not 
wordi while to work unless the output were very large, 
and this there scemA to l>c no chance of. 

It is a full morning's walk from Afimikarn to Phulgti 
Bridge, uli iiitoniSting, and tn iiumy places very 
striking, and the river and forest flcouery always 
beautiful The river wna much blocked with deodar 
logs, for the Kulii Furesl Department is very busy In 
ihcae piirta, and the foresia must l>e of groat value, 
and the timber can be got away pretty easily. There 
wore trcmendouit hUicks in some pkeoa, and a good 
many men wore eniployed getting the logs back into 
tlie current; hut. it aiTUck us that they were very much 
l>eliind tmm, os so late iu September no more floods 
could be Gjcpectcd, and the river was ainking daily. 
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I met a native oi!ioiaJ of tbe For^t DeparLmuut 
engaijed in aiureyiDg for a new Foad from Uanikam 
to Phulga, wbicli n’t!! make tiiLS part of the valley 
cosy of access. Wlicn oomplateci, this should make 
a tour up front the £ulu V'fttley very easy* 

Phulga, and the little group of villugca near It. is 
the lost nettlenicut in tlte valley; tlie country opens 
out to a certain extent, and thete Is a considerable 
amount of cultivatioiL 

The liver is crossed Ly a gmxl susiwnsiau bridgei 
and a steep clhnb of cigli t or nine hundred feet takes 
one up through Phulga villogo to liie forest bangatow, 
at a he^lit of about seven thousand three hundred 
feet above the aea. We wens delighted widi tlio 
(vhole sutToundings. Tlie hangalow ia very com¬ 
fortable, and bud a good supply of miscellaneous 
Itterature—Iilustratod papers in great numbers, always 
antusing to look at. 

Phniga would make firat-rute lieadquartera for n 
shooting or wandering trip up the valley, and we 
regretted that we had not plenty of tinie instead of 
only a day or two to spare. 

Opposite the luingalow, on the right bank <if the 
river, is ti very prominent, point directly over the road. 
It was evident that a camera taken to this point 
wonkl produce, good effccta. So, uccomponied by 
ihe local shikari and a forest guard, both of whom 
said that they knew^ the country, I climbed to the 
top of this point, soma five thousand feet abewe the 
river, A great port of the way passed through the 
loathly acnih jungle, then up into beautiful forest. 

The weather at this time is invariably gorgeous — 
the finest part of the year. But the mountain peaks, 
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unless tbej fife (tf tJ« fitst clnss, find tLcre is mudi 
glacier about, are generally mtlier bare ami hard. 
Our point prtn'etl a groat aucix^, and amply repaid 
UB fur ft pretty laborious scramble: it also gave us a 
cliikore or two. We aet up tlie map and got an 
approximate reading of cleviui thouHand throo huji" 
dr^ feet on the point which we reachefi. 

We could see. all the Upiatr Parvatt.iya Valley and 
one of its branches, the name of which, the sliiltari 
said, was Mifluoru, The main valley dimiiitslied ratlitir 
in iitteresl, as far as the valley itself was concerned. 
It was long and shut itii and T expect very stony after 
the forest belt was pasaed. 

The mountsiii!* on each side were very fine, and 
ihero appcare^l to be magnificent peaks at tin* far 
cud. But from about ten thousand feet of elevation, 
what ma-wes and musses of bouldera ou nearly oil the 
banks of the northern aide of the valley 1 The early 
part of the year would evidently lie the time io travel 
and ex^dore these brsiicheB, when there is plenty of 
winter snow to make tvalking esay. Nearly every 
peak itcenied to be surrounded with acres and acros 
of houlilers. 

Moat of the peaks wero of a gymnastic and rocky 
description, and directly to our north some terrific 
rock pyrnmids, called Pspidhonuis. Tltere wens 
plenty of the mnat formidable sumniit^ and if there 
tmd <m]y been time, I should certainly bare had a 
dash at the giant snowy ponks to our south, directly 
behind Phulga Ijangnlow. The mountains ore not 
only very beautiful, hut fairly eiuy to work, and the 
approaches to them, at all events, are easier at this 
time of year. For the mountain immediately behind 
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Pbulgu 1 was given the name of Boshinag, which 
soondfi iriiieh more filte a Knalimir namo for a nujun- 
tain than a Kuln one. AIimi, with tlie help of the map 
and the shikari, 1 got names for n iinmlier of points 
which I have now marked down mi t he attachoJ niap. 

I do not r hhik thut at present tlieie umtidi ohooting 
done in the Parvattiva NulJnii, though the coumiy 
east of ua seemed to he tyjdcal iHtrhiij ground, attd 
I expect far back on the Spitj border they are pretty 
Bare to be found, while red bear should !je a certamt^*- 
I believe ^p« are no ibex at, all; at. least, 1 could not 
get the ahikan to admit that he bad seen any, although 
be seemed U) know all about burheL Tahr, lower 
down, tJiPje must be, ua the countiy, especially on. the 
rigid bank, is exactly what thev wont, aud to follow 
tahr oil those tremendous cidfs must try the beat 
head and climbing powers. It is worth while in the 
autumn to spiuid tiiiio in nil the forest parta of the 
PnrvnttijTi for bird-ahtmtitig, if otie’fl pleasure hV» in 
that direction. From the tcjp of the main valley lies 
a way Into SpitI which might afford npnri, and wouhl, 
anyhow, be an interesting entry; but it is a real big 
couniiy, and the sportaiuon must be prepared for 
very hard work. 

The Pltulga people seemed to me to be rather abox'e 
the regnlur Kulu folk. Quite primitive, of cotirse, 
but unspoilt by the continual foira which are the 
bane of the main valley in the fm^uent opportunities 
they afford for drink. TIiisc people very seldom 
des^nd, posaibly only to the gTcat Dasehra Festival, 
which is held at Sultonpur in October, and even then 
1 doubt if TO(prp tiian a few of them go down ao for. 

TJie few men with whom 1 was broughi- into contact 
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seemed to l»e a good sort, stul very stroog too, to 
judge by tto pOTtOTH we omployed ou our return 
imirc!b> 

To go back, however, to otir pomU We sjHvnt iJie 
best port of sn hour on top, and then sprcoil out on 
the ffirtlidr side of the hill, just to give mo tfie clutnoe 
to get below and boat ilie open jiii^le in the hopes 
of putting up a monal. We put up plenty, but none 
passed near enough to make a poesible shot—the 
usual way with moml. 

However, we oontinued aiming at the luncheon 
place where my wife had acttled to meet me with a 
big pot o| tea, and then, after a rest, we intended to 
beat for cbikoto on the way home- 

On our way down, after aome tiiree thousand feet 
of ttescent, we passed through ciiltivnted hillsides, 
and wore lucky enough to put up aevcml ooveys of 
ehikore, which looked well for the afternoon. We 
soon reached tho luncheon spot and found the tea too. 
After a gofxi rest we again took the hillside, and had 
really a treniciidous acrambio on very steep ground, 
through the thickest ecnib. The cbikoie were on the 
idiff above us all right, but came down like greaiwd 
lightning, very hard to hit, especially as ihe walking 
was of the most awkward—on the side of one's foot, 
and through thick undergrowth. However, a suMi- 
cient bag was secured, and a very tired spoertsman 
crossed the river and slowly crept up the long slope 
to the forest house and a hoiliJig hot bath, thaukitig 
the stars ihat there was such a luxury' in store for 
him. How' perfectly refreshing a real hot bath wouM 
have been aftfflr some of our hard days on the Eakti 
and other strenuous expeditious 1 
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\¥'e bful no^ r&aliy m start o» o»r tinat joiirni^ 
IioBie^'^da. Our plans had so workfxl out that 
unablf tu return by SuUanpur as at one ittiin 
we bod intended^ ao as to see the DaseliTa Pair, wliJch 
is quite the bi|^t " tatiiaaba' of the year in Kulu. 
We should have seen all tlte valley people in their 
very best clothes and ornaments, and, what was more, 
iheir lies! behaviour. The latter, however, would 
have stood the stntin of the first day only. The gods, 
ton would, all have been there, and there would have 
been sport* of all kinds ob well. There would also 
have been a prodfgioiifl number of aeaortod smells, 
and a greater number of drunk and iuuapables thou 
at probably any other meeting ol t he same sioe in 
Asia. So we did not partioulorly mind mlsabg it 
after all. 

The tnorchea to the Eulu Valley are very fine, and 
the walk in itself was doligbtfuL If, in addhjon, one 
has tinte, tluy also ptovidv quite good biid-nhouting. 
We hod to dio tbo best we could during our marchcB, 
and were sucoessful in keeping our larder supplied, 
getting » good number of kallidge pheasants^ and at 
Chang a capital e^'ciimg a chikoto shoot. 

The eeeuvry at Jhaii, one march from Manikarn, 
is well worth a visit in ilself. This village lies on 
a bench on the left bank of the river, and opposite 
the entrance to the Malana Valley. 

Dhtist this country of its splendid forest and 
luxuiiant growth, and, at this time, wonderful colour¬ 
ing, and it would have a fcarsotne oopevtv The 
southern face of the Krlngcha hloiintain droops nearly 
eight thousand feet plumb into the Pai^'nttija Biver, 
and the hillsides farther, into and eurmunding the 
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Malanft Nulkh, uw aluioat equally precipitous; but 
all was eoftcned dowu iuid iiumcnaely incre»B«l in 
general beauty by the colour 0J«i rich ness of the 
Quest Boenery on nil dlJea, and set off this dilSoult 
country to its great advantage. It is, however, 
neither bo Ijopeiefladooking nor so stupeadouB as the 
RUhi VoUey in Garhwal, although it has nmcli the 
fiarae characterteiica, with the exception always of 
the Parvattiys Valley, into which it debouches. 

From Jliari, too, one gets a magnificent view ol tbc 
great peaks at the liead of the valley, whicli are well 
thrown up into tUo air from this distance, and do 
theiriBelvcB justioo, much more so than when one is 
directly beneath them. 

We w'ere very comfortable hero in the little banga- 
iow, and much appreciated the large waJuu t-trocs 
and their nuta; we bought some hundreds of the 
fresh nuts, which are the best. 

Chung, the next march, was not very far, of which 
1 was glad, as I hoped to put in a long afternoon after 
chikore. 

It was a moat picturesque village, beaiitifuilv 
situated on a spur, jutting oul from the mountain¬ 
side. Unfortunately, camping^grounds aw'ay from 
the village are hard to find, and the vtllage was by 
no means clean. But we were only going to spend 
one night there, so it mattered but little- 

That evening and the following morning we went 
after chikore, and were fairly successful, and our 
wanderings were really ended when we jouied that 
afternoon the main Simla road at Bum. Not a very 
long day, although rather a hot omrcli, but always 
picturesque and interesting. 
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All tJie way down from Pliulga w® had constantly 
bfen overtaken by, or liad overtaken many, fiocka of 
akoep, all retumnig from Ibeir bigh jiaatucce, where 
they had spent the sumiDer. I do not remember 
oeeing any of our old [rJends the Gaddi eiiepherds, 
and I believe all the floeka were owned locally^ and 
belonged either to Enlu orStuaj. One great fcatttfe 
w'ufi thn delightful dog» with et'ofy flock, iloat of 
the abeep-dogs In the hilla, though often very hand¬ 
some, fine animals, are morose and unMendiy to 
strangers, hut time after time we come acrties the 
most delightful creatures, not onl^' the biggest rve 
had seen, Imt much the beat Ixeated, who, after in¬ 
troduction to us, munedistely became quits friendly. 

Very formidable animals they are too, as they need 
to be in order to protect the sliecp. There Ls always 
some anreiety on aocount of one's own dogs in Kultt 
when camping near forests, ns the wily leopard has no 
objection to dog for dinner aa a change from lamb. 
A friend of ours had her little dog snapped up juat 
outside the Dak Bangitimv at Manali two years ago. 
As we were travellmg the aamo way as the cheep, 
we now and then met the same flocks agam, atid 
consequently the dogs, who sm^eral times recoguu^ 
us, and said: 'How del’ I never saw a single dog 
that looked anything but well treated or well fed, 
and nothing in their maimers that reminded one of 
the pi-dog of India. Their masters seemed proud 
of them, and, indeed, they would fait' badly witliout 
their sheep-dugs. Tlie shepherds were amused when 
we teaint some of the dog's names. 

Our faces were really now turned towards home, 
and the following morning found ua in Bajaura and 
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close to Cbifliiet Rcnuk^kl? bouse and largo fntit- 
gardons. 

It was more than ever brought to our notice liow 
very uiistitisfoctorj', or. rather, unenteri)rising, the 
Riilu people are, for there muet hy now be « 
number of peasants in tlio valley who Imve been 
oinploTtHl in Mii' large nnd welf-nin fruit-gairlens 
rjirongbo'ut KuJU| and uuist have a good ItnowJedije 
of fntit'growing and other more advanced fonnn of 
gawlojiing, and yet I do not beliei-e there is a eirigle 
peasant who lias used his knowledge in any way for 
hie own benefit, eseept, of course, in getting employ¬ 
ment on tlie gardens tliemselve!?. 

From Bajaura, the oaeieet way into Kulu, because 
it is open the whole year round, brandies off tlie read 
that leads over the Puk’h i Pass to Mmid i or to Kangra, 
the Duichi being only about six thousand five bmidred 
feet above i.iie sea, and therefore not subject to a 
heavy snowfall, even in t he liardcgt winter. 

From Bajaura began our at might tnardi into 
Simla by the main road, which is an excellent mule 
track, and, aa I before said, a very picmresqne and 
btoresttng road. 

From Bajaura to Larji, which is situated at the 
junction of the Htvere Sainj and TiriJmn with the 
Beas. is a journey of twelve miJefl, the greater part 
pasdug thi'ough rather highly cultivated cuuiitiy. 

The hills on each aide are dull in oatiine, but> as 
usual, well wtiodcd and holding fine lonmi. During 
the last few miles the road narrows very much, and 
the Boeuery becomes bold and rather preoipTtuua. 

At tile junction at Jnirji the Boas Rwee|ia round to 
the west and fintcia a vaiy narrow gorge, passing into 
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tUo Muntli SiAte. 11 is up i !ii» g»rgc tTi At a cort-iviail 
la AAW boiiig mode iv-iiic.li slioiild In' of immejise benefit 

to Kulu aikI its fruit trade. 

It is A veo' fine gorge of tlic typical lower Hima- 
lavan type. And if by chance, at iwme fntnre 
mo in cnahlpd I* drivo tlirt'ogU it, qnito a Bcnsational 
Approach to the Kuln Valley would bo achWed. 
wiuit a pleaaux© it would be to be Able to drive right 
through from the plains mt<i Kulu instead the long 
mtmp with ponies, and what an inuncme boon thw 
large find beautiful counny ought to be to India if 
lironglit within pwti.'b alnieiit. another, though a 
smsller. Kashmir, rnfortunatoly for that scheme, 
the only rrallv auitehte site for a bige immiier of 
camps would he in the neiglil>ouihood of Manali. and 
I am afjtiisl it would take Bonie time before pob 
grounds or golf links could be establislicd there, 1 
fear, too, that tm InfJuat of summer camps—a real 
Kashmir-like influx—would be coneMejetl terribly 
hard on the people, as they would almost certainly, 
whether they liked it or not, have to earn a littb 
money, end possibly, though not necessarUy, have 
to do a little work. But I am sure that the Moham- 
nicdan population would make a gwjd bit out of 
viflitoTS without getting upaet, and so would pro' 
fessronal merebanta of ail kinds. 

TliP Sain] River must be worth a visit, both to see 
the country and for tli c sake of sport. Both the upper 
ends of the Sainj imd Tirtlmn Rivera are seldom 
viBited and very little shot. I was infonnod that the 
roads were dUrmuit, and that fliippliea worn almost niL 
That little obstacle conki he. csiaily got over, however* 
At any rale, if a aporting tour » made In Kulu. it 
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ivoiiJd TVf?i| repuy to I'Lul tlie Sjiinj uttil TirtJiaij fairly 
<farly io f Uc year. 

The joarney up thr* ^-tilley of ftiB Iatt«r river, tmlil 
the road tmna wiith, via ^tjar nnd .libi, and over 
the Jaiaori Paas, fa oJI prctiireequej and espedaUj the 
little ^vbfte-ivaahGft village of Mongkor. 

The houfient are all well grouped, like Eula lintteea 
ill ahape, but with gleaming white-washed walls w^hich 
add greatly to their appearance. 

The iTOftsbg of the Jakort Paas is always pieosanL 
The forest is bo fuie, and at thie time of year tlio 
atmosphere is brilliant From Uie sutnmit ilie road 
cooAta along tho bilhutle in three aial a half stugea, 
arrivitig at' the Sulloj and passing the three veiy 
picturesque rest-houses of Eote, Chowal, and Daksh. 
They are all very pretty, but Kote especially so— 
delightful smiling landscnpe. 

At Arnl, near Da lash, llio Salvation Army has a 
settlement, on which is a farm where pntotical agricul¬ 
ture is taught, also jam-malfmg luicl other useful and 
productive industries — a most valuable effort, and 
descrvitig of all supports 

On our way over the pass we met numbors of 
villagers hunytng off to the Sullanpur Doeekra Fair, 
tunny of them carrying their duo tea, or gods, witli 
them. We were atnused with one party who had token 
their god to pieces, and were taurying him in small 
loads on their backs. The chief figure of the god wan 
tucked under ouo man's arm os if It had bccu an 
unihrelJu, and the only- respect paid to the deity was 
that the very small band oocompamed him and 
occaaioiialJy tuned up. We stopped that procession, 
and tlie god ivas Intr^ucod to us. 
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Diicc ncioas live Sutlej you afc on the nmin roiui to 
Snnb, nnd nn the mam mod diwo nf Dftk [kmealowA, 
but they flrre of a moat tnftirior chwactei, and yet 
iloiililc are lei'ied. The aceommodation ia 

decidedly pofr, and in nothing imve tJuJ Langaiowa 
fnarehod with the times, oapeciaUy considering their 
projcimity to the Bummer eapitnl 

We were lucky enough to get off Cftily from Lttii, 
the refll'huuse on the banks of the Sutlej, and «o 
accoiupliflhtjd our long clinib of aa thousond five 
liundr^ fpct to Narkanda before lunch-tima 

The forty miles of road from tfUs stage into Simla 
ifl so good that tiie Simla rickahaw tiien will mu one 
oi»t i» a duy—pretty fair going, considering that there 
is a good deal of up and down lull to be negotiated, 
The mountnins of the snowy range remained, more or 
It'sa ok'udwl during the whole of our journey Simla, 
but. nt Pitsgu for a short time ilu* horiKon cleured, 
and among or.her Bu mnii tw our Solang Wehahom stood 
out well. It was pleasant to see anuh old friends. 

Thus ended, on fmr arrival in Simla tlie following 
ttiomiug^ Bii and a half months of pretty cjontinuoua 
tiaveiling. Not a serious c:i]iIomiioti, rather a pro¬ 
longed Alpine tour, aiid» in txuth, Kutii travel w very 
pleasant; and if one follows the rules that are laid 
down aiid gives plenty nl warning of one's require- 
ments, there is little or no trouble to be feared. Of 
course, being accompaidod by a man who knows ibo 
people and the country, like our assistant Qopoo— 
ill whom we found a competent guide for Lahoul and 
Spit] ns wiill as Kulu—makes everything much easier, 
tuul BUJiplihes matters all round. 

Supplies, too, should be laid in when opportunity 
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offers* Ordiiuiiy st^irca can be obtained a.t SuJUii- 
puT, where tiiere ar® two or three merehaiLta; but, 
nittUTftUy, there nre nuuiy tilings they do not stock, 
and nothing can lx* obtained on tlte road by cither 
of the routes, even eggs and mtJk and fowls are a 
difficulty. Wo heard that it was very hard to buy 
sheep freiu ilio Gaddi shepherds, but such was not 
our experienci’. A iittfo friendly talkj tea, and a 
little quinbiH or other medicine, if tJiey were in need 
of it, smoothed away any dilBcuhics; lu fact, on two 
or more occasions Gaddis brought in sheep to sell of 
their owu accord. Thero was no thing the mutter 
with the animals either. 

Kulu mnnot 1>o classed as a drst'tate sporting 
country. It still umloubtedly hohis a few ibex, red 
hear, and tahr are nioro common, but aa Lhc limita¬ 
tion of Itoeiices only alkws a limited number of 
animals to be killed, the shooting will probably much 
tniprove as time gr>ea on. It is, however, too far oast 
for much to he expeoUjd from the prcserv'ation of 
ibex. 

f should not tJiink, how'ever, that the ptescrvaf Kin 
of big game in Kulu would offer any great difficulties. 
Red bear, of course, are safe enough if they arc 
protected in tite shooting aeoaott, owing to their habit 
of hibernating for at least five months, and I did not 
hear anything of [>easatita poachiiig tahr or ibex in 
the winter snows, as was undoubtediy tiie practice 
of Gio natives of Qurhwat, and possibly still is with 
regard to Uhr, and of tlia Balt la ami other naiivee 
with rcgoitl to ibex. The virile Kulu poostuite 
probably stop at trapping chikore and pheasants, and 
also freely lake tlieir qggs. I expect they are not 
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nbovi' filiootitig phctLsauUt ki trcee nij niooujjg'hi. iiigbf#, 
ouppoaing ont' of them here und there lif^ppenD to be 
the proud poss^or of a giin. 

Whether this in jw or not, the Imtithig of the 
number of Jicences to n few is a Htep in the right 
dircctibii^but I expect that a few Government wotchera, 
0 ucb Its are emplo^’cd mt/et suceeaafully in Kashmir, 
might also be an advantage^ 

Euhi as a headquarters, thoughj would not be a 
bad 6}»orting centre, for if the Kulu lieeace {teoomc 
exhausted, quite close at hand, and easily reached, 
in the rough Bara Banghsl country, In whidi Ijoth 
iljex and red bear can be oHtatned, and which, being 
a British distnot, although geographically in Chnmba 
territory, can easily be arranged for from Kuln. It 
is a cough country with few inhabitants, and the 
fiportsmaii should go well provided, and as early as 
|Hiitaiblc, so as to arrive at Lis diootiiig'grounds before 
the invaBiou of the sheep. 

A winter in Eulu would be great fun, T am certain, 
especially for those who will work liard aiul who 
like the rougher kinds of small-game ahootiug, such 
as ohikore tuid pheasants. There arc also a good 
uumber of woodcock in the miiiu I'uUcy, which must 
give veiy pretty shooting In Uic great alder groves 
and Bwampy bits r^nmd the river. After the snoa' b 
down pheasant-shooting should be excellent, and no 
difficulty should be found in keeping one's camp larder 
completely supplied by the gun alone. 

Beyond sporting, Eulu offcia many attraotlons for 
tht* lover eitlier of mountaineering or of fine sceneiy, 
both Alpine and forest. The niounnihicoriiig would 
he of the letis ambitious kind. There ore no ^nt 
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pGiikq to b« Iftid nicgc to, but then? nre EimuineralilG 
mountAiiis winch offer every kintj of mountain jjrob- 
lem, aiul, bcsiiies, oie quite large enoiigb anr] <Ufft<mU 
enough to try tlic strongest luui UKffit skilful leader, 
Tlie an? Alpine, uot tv’pical Uinmljiyuii, 

and so, to a certain eiteat, is fcfie ecale, as citie sl'"Vjw* 
h^her than one would in the Alps. 

Great elsvatiaa must U'U, aud difficult prabtontB 
and great exertion will also count for more at iiiite* 
teen or at twenty thousand feet than nt fourteen 
or fifteen tiiouaand feet. And it must alwoys be 
remembered and taken into coiiaideriition that there 
is gcnexally about that difference hi elevation or fall 
wnrkj and'it is flute to tell a little, no matter how Gt 
a nuuj U. 

In olhubing drclee, CBpecially amongst men who 
tiave worked much in the ninudaya or other great 
altitudes, the question of an early Htert is much 
debated. I am certain that when one has to sleep 
very high it is a mistake, A matins vitalsly is W, 
and comtcquently lesisUiiico to cold w much less than 
nt. lower allihidea. The lemperatutcfl, too, are also 
low ns the temperatures met with at high 
Alpine gitos, or lower. Therefore, for very high ex¬ 
peditions, unlcsa it cimiiol possibly be avoided, I 
should adviwate not HtiirUng before 5 a.m. 

With US, however, the conditions were different. 
Except ftt our Soft Stone camp, wa aaldom slept above 
dxteen thousand feet, and luckily did not u^ericnGC 
any vtsry low temperatures. Wo were always, too, in 
country to which we eoukl lako native porters, and so 
had a sufficiency of bedding and warm food—a very 
great udvfuiiage. Xut only was this the case, but in 
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Uu" {((idy jKirt ui I lilt year (‘^pi’uiuUy, the wosathcr waa 
BO bjui and the coiiditifin of the etiow bo uncertaiii, 
that our oidy chauce n-aa to be off booh after mldo^htw 
Kor, aa far as T kiioaTf dul we sulTer for it iu any way; 
rather the reverse, for the u^hta were ufiually fine 
lioBty, while Llie weather by about eleven o'clock m 
the day hnokic up, and snow, sJoct, hmeI w’ind 
tverc ©zperieiiced up nluit, and taiu below in iho 
valloyB. 

There Is ono |imit diflicuTty in a mixed shooting 
and vlimbuig trip, anrl that is (hat one cannot work 
alone tin nioiut tains, fij»d that at least one member of 
the partjt’ must have had a gtjnd experiettco of snow 
and lee condiNons. By which I do not. nmait that he 
huB trndgod over passes when the snow has been crisp, 
or crossed avahuicbe tracks or winter snow-beds when 
out shooting, but he must have a real knowledge of 
tlie conditions of snow-slopes after different weathers, 
and the method of dculiiig with them, fle timsi 
also he a good ico-man and a rapid atcp*cuttcr. Then? 
aie plenly of men In the Himalaya who would bo 
mccoUent adien once taugjit, aitd pructisud, hut Imw- 
ever actn'e a man may be, and howei er gtxid a cxsgu- 
man, he has got: to leant snow and ice work, like 
eveiything else. In fact> a man who is a first'-cluas 
hillman, and Srm on his feet, is often a danger in 
himacif (tlLough he would be safe and excellent on ibo 
most di^cult tahr ground}, from his very confidence 
and his certainty that he knows all about what is 
really quite new to him. Nevcrthelessj it b from 
thb class of man, when he has learnt, that the fiist- 
ctasH mouuLaincer b derived, always aupjHiuing that 
besides hb activity he has intelligence. 
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Agaiu, the practice of clmibiitg only two on o rope 
U one whieh is vcij- lirGtjueiitly diaapprovwl ol. Xo 
doubt for cmesin^^ much glacjor or 

slopes it is Gufer to have a lougcr rope, anti perhajis 
three or four men^ but. for the average cltniba that wtt 
did i cannot see iliat (he auiety of the party would 
have Ijeen IncreaBcd by always imisring on a iiiiutniuia 
of tflTL'e. 

Of course in case of accident two men can help a 
third much more easily—and small accidents may 
often occur, siith as sprains, or a stone on the hand, 
and sncb-likc—hut, if the climb is snitohlc, two men 
are often safer than with a third, Eor instance, 
Ihi*}' can move much quicker, as was required when 
Ouptain Tndfi climbed his gbot, Paw was a neces¬ 
sity ou that day. With such a capable, and whlml 
cautious guide as Uciuridi Etihrcr I am sure that 
we ran no undue risk by the party bo frequently 
being composed of only two mcmlHira. At any rate, 
all's well tliat etiids well, luid on a mountain nothing 
resembling an accident or risk of any kind oocuned, 
niy iiibifiirtuiic being, as I bave pointed out, entirely 
due to pensonal atteiitions paid to me by the Kolii 
god Jandu, 

Much more remains to iie done m Kulu anti ila 
surroundings. Them arc many more valleys and 
passes to W explored and crosBcd, and I hope some 
day I may again have the diance of coroplctiitg my 
know'Icdge of this foaciiiatiiig part of tiic world, and 
also of travelling in the etjually grand districts of 
Bashahr and Spiti, which present much the tame 
contrasts in scenery as one 6nds between Kutu and 
LiiLoul, hut 1 believe even fintw. 
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'n'lmt musva of the llhimlAya yet reDiain.to be 
aceti I A "ft though I have now arrived at Uie eud 
oX thia nairattVG, 1 trust I am not yet at the end 
of my wanderings in the many—to me—quite new 
diatctots of this great mountaiii workl- And even 
my ioreweU to £uiu and Lahoul is onlyt 1 hope, au 
reonr. 
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CHAPTER Xm 
SOME EISTORY AND rOLK*LOBE 

Bt CAPTAIN' TODD 

OEoaAAFiiY tnakea historj' all the wtirld over, aiuI 
now liens is tiiia more paJjjably tmo than in the 
Himalaya. 

Kuhi history is based on evkleiices which are me^re, 
and, more especially in the instance oi the eo-^Iled 
' chronicle ’ of the Bajah of Kulu, often imrelisUle. 
But from the legends of an iintutoml mountain 
me and the record inscribed on the face of the 
slowly changing ranges, it is sonittimes possible to 
rccoDBtitute something ol n picture of wbat life waa 
liko before Uie advent of the British. 

The position of the viUlc)', it haa always ecemed 
to me, is peculiar. Here is no bsok-water like ttie 
neighbouring state of Chomba, in whiob an andent 
Rajput line bae been abeltered by its mountain 
bomcM, and thus enabled to ruaintuin an unbroken 
rule from a iieiiod preoedbg the dawn of dvilkatiou 
in Europe. Euiu and Lahoiti lie full in a cbaunel 
through whkh has ebbed aud flowed for ages the tides 
of racial ami religions aniogoniania. Tlie people have 
actoiowtcdgcd many nuietere^Aryan and Mongolian. 
But through it all Lid tan markets have always do* 
mandcci salt, and wool, and borax, to say nothing of 
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tlie more precious mwchondko of Conlrot Aain. Anti 
while armies niarched aiul ftmghl, the huugiy TibeEans 
would still risk much to get the wheat of the plains 
and the incompamhic (uirley of LahouL The trade, 
therefore, went on. It woe fjnito by chnuce that I 
discovered the ancient trade route. 

Ono muat remcmbei that the Bens was nowhere 
bridged, and nearly e\*erywhero an impassable Irtr* 
rent; that Ihcre were no mule roods, ao rliaf. all rra^Ie 
must l>c pHckitl on sheep; that evety height wss 
ctowiied with a gamson of mstnudere; that iho Kuln 
former then, os now, regarded tra^ciUiiig Bhoep as 
* fair gome that there w'os 0 customs tmrrifir for the 
Hull tang Pass bdow Bahia at. the cahoti still known 
as the ‘ customs house,^ where, no doubt, a foreigner’s 
life was mode a buidcs to him, and that there would 
Iw end leas bickering and bargaining at every halt 
before a caravan of Jadon sheep could got any glaring. 
All this is plain to anyone who can imiigiiie the Kulu 
(icopic Bct free from the restniint which the British 
Baj imposes. 

So the trade avoided the Ilomta Pass, and tho 
Bah Ming, and the oo nips rati vety bruud paths which 
led to destruetion m the valley, Arrti ed at iJie sum¬ 
mit of the Boralschn Pass, the Tibetans tamed sharp 
to the left and followed down the left bank of the 
Chandra Itiver. 

Jlcre was pasturage and to spare of the finest fatten¬ 
ing grass in the world wherever they choee to Imlt. 
There were no torrents which were not cosily fordoble 
in the morning, and there was littlo fear of mnlesm- 
tion in an uninhahited and, to the Lndiau mind, moat 
unrJeaimble region. 
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Fiu}t< tjir liefintifitl Chanelra the iracic 

Ukorclied anet gfo^ccl the gjluiM. tmar * split rnck,' still 
lainwn ns iJie Ptniii nf the Xannum. Tiinztt the 
middle-nien from XiuiAXir in Bashshr, atid perhnpii 
fmnti Kotlii KaJiatir, at the head el the ran-nttiyu 
Glciii met them. 

The big fiity-poxtiid packs of salt and other met- 
chandise were unpoeked. Tlte big Tihetiin. sheep 
were shom. For a week flit* (roiiing went on, and 
hiuilly the little Baahahr shecii moved off. Itulen. hut’ 
not so liOAVtly as the Tibetati ' hiaugis/ or trado 
sheep, while the latter returned with new packs to 
nudol; arid heti. 

But lilie Kanuuris harl no ihouglit of moving 
through Eulu. Tliey went up the valley whidi is 
now blocked by the Sliigri Qlocier, across the head 
of the Par\'attiya Valley, along the ohl taoimtam 
aheeip-trade, which in still known though seldom 
used, uiwaja through uninhabited safety, to the 
Sutlej Valley at Rainpur, 

Them they met, and, let us were a match for 
the wily trader of the ptains. 

There are three invaaiona of EuIu recorded in tlio 
chronicles of Ladokli. The first was somewlim* 
between a.d. 1126 and lluO. At this tiuie KuJti was 
probably part of the kingdom of Ladakh, and the 
* ruler,' who was made to pay a tribute of half-bred 
yaks and iron to the ELiiig of Tjodakh, was quite poa^ 
aibly a Tibclan. Seoondly, in U+O-TO, a * Kaabiiiiri 
Buddhist' army took the town of Euluta. 

The lliiid itivaaion was somewhere between 1530 
and 1560, flbnrt.ly after Bulb Singh Budoifi had him* 
self declared Rajah at East (Juggat hiikli). Tradi- 
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lion poujts fairly olwirly to a lirfinitc A€4^ptanro tiy 
Titj^tansof. at any rat^, t.tie Iiighw* jjoaitianfi of Kulu 
proper^ and this la cormliotfttcd in ways. 

An intO-reHtinj5 incident necurred tluriiig ihe time 
of Tliakur Hari Ciiand of LnlifniL 

Some time tvi l.hin tlie laat f-wenty ycais a monk 
came down witJi erwJciitinla from Lliaasa iwlilresflod 
to tlie Thakur^ He Iiinl in hia pc*cket mi oticieni map 
of Mntmli luid of an old Tibeion moiiaflteiy which 
oncfO stood tliflfe. Tiie motikB tiftd liocii driven out 
of tie valley in a hxirryj but had hidden their library 
in a cave, wbieli they had closed tn, hiding the nmuth 
with a pile of deodar logs, and itcaltng il for ever with 
A horrid ciirae to score even ihc iKiIdest Kulu inun 
from ijjierfexing with the Jogs. Tl*‘* imnik Atid hi# 
plans reached M&naU. He went simight to the pile 
of logs in front of tlie temple, nnd was at once con¬ 
fronted with a curse more seoure than any Chubb 
look I 

Most unfortunately Thakur Hari diand made no 
notes, and did not conununicate with the Asaislaiit' 
Commissioner, who would no doubt huvo fiiplaiucd 
that credentiulii from Lhussii anntilled tJjv curse, and 
noted accordingly. The niystciy reraaina unsolved, 
but. the Incident shows that monustic clirouiclea con¬ 
firm the general tradition of a Tilietnii occupatiou, 
and pGrlui|jis Borne day Lhasaa will make another 
attempt 

At the beginning of the aistventh century certain 
forta above the Kulu Valley weore undoubtedly iiehl by 
Tibetan olficeis. The most unpopuhir of thcBc was 
tlie Pitti Thakiir, the re am I n s of w hose fort are plainly 
traceable on a spur nhow duggiit IIjb place 
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of worship wna lb<^ Pritii Tomplo of the gn?jit potf 
Jainhi, rtt tlif foot of tbe ttppKtach *o tho Hjituta. In 
the precinctB of iJiis temple to thia dny, ofnne of all 
the lomplefl in Kulu, iiliO Spfti men go to make ofleiv 
ii)g 5 . All their race tunat take their alioca off in 
the temple precbcts, but Ijamaiats go in fully shod, 
tuid, when he ia iuBpirnd, the local ptopliot at the 
ahrine fpeaks a lojignage which he ehiiuia, and a not 
hypercritical congrcgatloD allow, to be Tibetan* He 
always niivintaiiiB that the god came from Bhutan 
(Tibet) or Chin (China). 

tilifi IE au inttresf ing coniTuciitarj’ oi% 

the pjiili^liy TilieUn ^^prigiii of f lu* MHlnufli p^oplc"^ die 
nnd iTicaniatioria i)f Jainlfi. Th^y iHrJtiiJiily 
Tcpreaent onr of the odvaucM poaffl of Tibetan in- 
fluoTice, flanking the ancient trade route, and even by 
twulition protecting a nuntir trade route from the 
Malana Glen to Uie Chanrlra Valley, Possibly the 
glacier at the head of the glen was once Icaa fonnuiahle 
than it is now. 

But to mtiim to Fitti Thaiur. He nifly Ijbtc been 
dm-out, but unlesa he b hideously ntaligued he was 
a nifiian, for he proferred human milk to any other 
kinfl of drink, and used to perform human uaorificea. 

Peraonalfy I doubt the story. He latlongcd to a 
race constitutionally averse to teetotatism. and his 
’ aaciiflcec * were probably well-tni>rited exccutiouB. 
He had L'eatennnts, of evil niemoty, iu eevciul 
forla. 

In fact, the Tik'tana held the left bank of the Bens 
with the approaohta to the Ham to and Cliaiwlfakaiii 
Passes, and all the by-paths by which these would 
have been turned. But above Jiiggat Sukli the 
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Rfijpiit .liana Hana held tioth hank.s of the* Boati, 
wliJch k Lera goncraJly to cross;. 

fi iu clcBr that aeiriw in tlieae ouilying fnrtfl must 
have t>wn veiy Irksome to the TifM?t4ms, They never 
liked eonnng IwJow an altitude of tan thouaand feet, 
la the winter they wape cut off from nil relief across 
the passes, and they were in the midst of an extremely 
treacherous and hostile people. But tliat they were, 
and are, a more humane and hospitable and in" 
finitely more clvilkod race than the Kulu men there 
is no doubt. 

Their ' forward ' policy waa no doubt a sheer 
necessity if they were txi protect their trade. For 
file time, however, the tide had begun to turn. The 
adventurer Sulh Bingh cut tiff their outposts ui the 
Kulu Valley, and founded Thn BuUant dyiioaly, and 
in Hptte of the foot that King Taewang Natngyal (lo3(>* 
I5fl0) of Ladakh mode the chief of Kulu feel the weight 
of his arm on his way liack from Nepal, Si(fh Singh^s 
descendunU were within the next two hujutred years 
to make themselves overlords of tho Ladakhi provinvc 
of Lahoul as the kingdom of Westeni Tibet decayed. 

When Sidh Singh rusde himself Hajab of Nost. 
(Juggat Bukli), about a.i>. 1600, the north of the 
Kulu Valley was ruhid by Sinna Hana. He was 
almost oertaiiily a Rajput, an his story will show. 
Hk capital town was MatuUi. He ws.^ apparently 
on good terms with the Pitti Thokur, and loft him to 
protect the approaches from the left I^nk of Uie Bean. 
The right batik ho hold with the Mamiti for wm- 
mandixig the lower rc.^ up the river, and tiie great 
fortress of Maudar K6te on a Ihie spur high above 
Manalt town in tlie jaws of Manali Nuflalt. 
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It ii) wc*!! kticni'ii tlmt Matuili Fortres was 0111 .% 
hwiBgcd ty a Onddt aniiy arid veiy nearly fell. It 
is hard to imagiiie the peaceful Oaddi sliepbetda as 
men of war. But perhaps the legend records mi 
attack from Ctumiba or the old Bam Bangbal Stitle, 
and it k quibo certain that u force containing tiuddia 
would prefer nmrehiug along the heights with their 
enemy faeirm- them; and the bmidiug of 3Irtiidiir Kotc 
was doubtless 10 prevent the outflanking i>f tbc Mnnali 
Fort from the toj) of tlie llntuili IfuUab. Ilowx'ver, 
there was Jliuia Baiiti,n rulejr wliotte mnro memory is 
lovat by the Miuiali people to this day. All was well 
uiilJl tlio apjK-aniticc of Sidh Blngb Budanit and the 
expukion of the Tibetans. The * Badant * evidently 
could not emluTC a rival in Manali, and ho procec^lcd 
to plot agauist him. Tim legend of the plot ts told 
in giCAt detail, and the details vary, but the pith of 
it is AS folliiws: 

' The B.'uui batl » Diigi groom of low costs, colled 
*" Wliiskcm," who had grown a beatd nuie hands Lmg. 
To tbiA beard the Bona objeoted. Ms said that Dagis 
liad no right tt> grow beards like this. But tbs groom 
refused to shave it, saying that eervauts aboakJ only 
shave when their mostsis died- Now AtneJuani 
fWltUkcrs) was a partioularly good bowuuiu. The 
beard question became acute, and one day, in Uie 
course uf uii argument, the Kuua pointed to a m^uiah 
silting ori the back of a cow, Kill that mynah 
and your beard romains. Miss it, and 1 shave you. 
Wound the cow, and I abave you flrst and kill you 
afterwordfi.’' 

‘ Tbs mynah was killed. Tbc beard remamed. 
And limt was uu cud of all good fticUug between lbs 

H 
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Bttnn And kis gjfoojii, Btith dd^s Imd been severely 
provoked. 

' Here wfli* wi instrumont tfl Siilh Singn's nana. 
He sent for MnrJiinni nnd bribed him to kill tJie liana. 
The Kana went out one day bo look at lib rice-fieUls— 
sdlh after four hundred years, known na the Kumani 
and Kamhar fieldi^—helow Baabiat. As he is as 
riding bcick* Muehioiii shot him, A stone pillar 
marks the place ivliere the arrow pierw-d hb thigh, 
Kveryonc know® the exact ajuit on which Muehiani 
Btoiifi to take aim. The rango is a good three hundred 
yaida. 

* The liana rode off to Mandar Koto with the arrow 
in hift thigh- Apparently he was a humhic-minded 
nder and had no cworl, except hia gr(iom. At the 
spring of Baira Kut* he stopped to drink water, 
and there he died, 

* ASeauwliile tlw ladiea were all in Mandar Kdte 
Fort, Tliey heani a horse gallop up to the stable, 
bat there whs no Kana with him, .lust then they 
heard the noise of drumming. This was Miichiani 
coming up to the furt, and drutnuiing a dirge on a 
winnowing aievCi to announce the death of hi* luaatec* 

‘ Dreninung is a great art in the bills, and it is 
alw'ay* easy to distinguish tlie licai for a death from 
thfli of a murrisge or a l>attte-dnini. At onoa the 
Bani, like a true Rajputanl, set fire to the fort, and 
she ojid all her ladies were hunil, induding the 
Muchionib w^ifa. 

* Sidh Bingh rewarded the Muoliiani witii she very 
lice-fieids where the dime took place, and he founded 
a flourishing Iml exlrcmeiy unpopular family, to this 
day known as ihttWhiskera.” 
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* Tlio Rdfii, nftci JiiiT sail, Kuniiid iiitu a. fairy, wiili 
tt jfhrino in iIil' ^faridnr Kdi« niitin/ 

Jt ia altrays Ltiu jirtuciple iu Ataiuili ivh(?n your 
favourite divinity faila to aond tiniHy rain tu annoy 
him, or tier, until the min comes. The Rani k in 
charge oJ t:ho weatlier to this day, and whoii rain is 
needed and negligence k oonaiduml proved, some 
Mnchiank are sent up with a eow'-skin, which they 
hiiru near the ohrine. This never fails to produco 
rain, for wliat Bajput litJy oould endure cither the 
smell of burnt hkle or the proximity of her lord's 
muRlercr T 

An for the Aluchiatiia, they were ‘ cast of reli^oti,' 
and even now no village god will have one of them 
tuiywhere near liiiin- 

But with the new state hehind (hem the Muchiaiib 
could afTtird to laugh at the Church. No sooner was 
the Raui declared to be a fairy than they announced 
that the nmrderer's wile, who luul perished with her, 
was a fairy also. They huilt a beautiful little temple 
ill her honour in the glen above. It is, an lax os 1 
know, the only family chapel in Eulu. 

Tnii DESCE^'I)AKTS of Sinka IUka. 

Two milett belou’ Manali Best-house, on the lunik 
above the Hamta River, is the Ijttio Imuilet of AIco, 
fronting on to a pretty village green. .rVll round the 
odgo of the greeu stand a number of upright stones, 
1 inquired one day W'hal these meant, and was told 
that they were memorial stonea for the dead. 

Now, the only familiva in the hills known to me to 
erect stones to the momury of their dead were ilui 
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royal families of Sukrt tmtl Sfand, mtd at oiie liuis 
similar stooea put tip tfp tlir memory of Kutu 
Rajolis at yrt|[pitr. \vbtre they atJH remain. Wc found 
that tlio Ak ‘0 stones were I'rrctfd liy one family only* 
■ lie Nuwants. Tlioy were abk' to satisfy me as to 
rJif ir myul dweenf , and this is tlie story as tbuy told it; 

* When Sinna Banii was murdered and bis lEvdiea 
ilecided to conmJt. aati, arie of thoin was about to 
bear tiiiu a aliild. ^ the Rani sent Iter out of the 
fort before they fired it, and in due course a son was 
iioiti in her falher*^a binisv. 

' This child woe henluig cattle on t lie Gaddis' plain 
at Maiiuli—the place where the Uaddi aemy had 
cricainiH*d during the siege of Maimli—when Raja 
8idh 8mgh came up to sacriRce a buffalo to the 
guddeas Tttmijt at Dutigri Temple. The buRalo 
cocAjied, wounded and infuriated, and wan pursued by 
tJie Rnjah*s men. lint os he ran the little boy etliier 
shot him or caught him by the honno 

* The Rajah eent lor him and found tliat he was 
Simla Ruiia'a son. " He must bo given u place," 
said the Rajah. " Tj«t it Ix) a place with thu river 
in front and a precipice Ixdiind." This, in Kulu, is 
an uiitim for " n tight fix,'* and probably tho Ikijah 
was tiinting that the child might be conveniently 
rciuovtxL 

‘ But- evHiyoni' lovwl Sinna R»im*s meniory, and 
none venturi to till bis eon. So Aleo was found for 
liini —a place which literally answered to the Rajah’s 
oider-'iirul the latter either relented or was afreid 
to kill him, and so there the boy grow up and founded 
the Nuwani family, Tliey have never forgotten their 
descent, and though they have no status beyond that 
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of orrlmnn' furtiim, fJiey Jmvi^ for four liiimlrcd yOAts 
A«9iime<J the royal premgativo to erect momorift! 
stonoa, aurj have alwava nuraed. their hatred of the 
Bfidani Rajalia. Even now, wlipn the head of the 
Bfirlani house dica, they nsaenihfp, secretly kill o gtMtt, 
and liotd a great feaat, fti adtlitioti to this, the Hailotd 
Fnmily are always, in the north of the valley, renieni- 
li&red as the iisuriXTs who had tiiurdeTed the chief 
four hundred years ogo. It is said that the IfAna's 
archives are still held in a fnrst so siicrod tJmfc Ihe 
priest who handles them must first blindfold him 
self/ 

8<mth of Manali. and hounded liy ihe fhunicn 
Kulkh on the north, and by Rajuuni on the south, 
there was at one time a amall state ou the right hank 
of the Beas ruled over by a Kana, Tlie capital <?ity 
W'as immediately opposite Naggnx. and the Harm lived 
in tJie fortified puloee of Gada Dheg. Ilis main 
defence was the huge drcssc(l etone fort of Bsiriigtirh, 
The liiflt of this dymisty, wliicli is said to have come 
to ftu end in (he thirteenth omttiiy, married a princess 
of Suket, iSlio hore the Rajoh, Bhosal Sana, n son 
and daughter, Thu memories of this Rajah are not 
iteoriy so vivid aa thoae of the Buna of Manali, hut it 
is always believed that the Badani Rajahs tused tJie 
attPiiffl of die ruins of the palace of Oada Dheg to 
build both the castle and thi* temple at Naggor, The 
legend of the fall of Bhosal Rana b like a story I have 
heard in CliAniba, and another yet in Ciianiba-Liihoul, 
and I fear there is lio doiiH that the old Rajiitil chiefa 
sought at timea to improve their water-supply by 
burying their wives alive. This b how (he story wjia 
told to me: 
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' Bluml Rujia wms a lool. Uis Wiusir wan a Brnti- 
man, who fp7l in lore with the K;mi, But nhe would 
hove none of hint. Tficreforc he lolii ilie Kanu fhnt 
the wflterrourso wliicli wnfers the tico of Barn- 
garh would nei'tr ran properly unless fJjc Ruui were 
buried alive Iwaide it. So the Ibum gave i!ie order, 
Kow the mason who wan to make the tomb was named 
Kahi, and he w'as foater-hrotlier to the Ifuni, and she 
plead<tl wtili him. So lie made tjie tomb so large that 
she couM move nbont in it, and e^'on ait down in it. 
She was entombed in a standing poaitiom At mght 
the IrVaEit came to eeo his work. He biu/Kl tJiP Raui 
aJh'e, and tried to catch her by the hair, but she 
eluded him, anil crouched out <if hia Vr'ur'. So he 
threw gmit atones upon her, and aho difvl, 

* Wluuj the M^aair came to the palace the children 
Baked him, " Wlicre is our mothiu'?'' imd bo aaidi 
" Ask Kahi the mason.” Wlien they aske«( the mason 
ha bade them “ Go look at the honsea in the ttfjihle, 
take homa, atid tell her father in Suket," So they 
came to Siiket, and tlio brir threw hia turban before 
his iinejo. Then Rup fUtand came with an army. 
Ife flayed tho Wa;:ir ativoi ftud then sprinkled him 
with pepper, and cut him into lutmll pieces, and these 
were am cared ujmn the leaves of the trees. The Rana 
he could not Jdll, but he dreased 1dm in a kilt woven 
from hemp, juid liad him pette<l with cow-dtmg all 
the way to his boimdarv, llis ebildreu were taken 
to Suker, and tlie. Bamgarh State was ruled from 
Snket, until it was taken by one of tlie Bu^huii Hujiahs 
hi tlift seventeenth century. 

'The whole garrisori of Baragarh Fortw'ent off to 
it fair in the middle of May, and one of their women 
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TV’Avofl a Trd jtetticoat to Hifpia) tie Hojnit i» Naggar 
tiftt the fort was cmptv, so he took the fort, aoH 
killed only the woipaq whohnd bcttayad it, utid hex 
he threw over the rock OH whioh the fort staiirla.' 

Tlie Brtdiuii Rajahs, though they kept theii State 
from A,D. 15CK1 to the mitlclle of the iiitiefeetitli eentuiyi 
left no recotda beyojitl the' copy * of an old chronicle, 
of which the origiml. if it ever existeti, wji« quite 
certoiiLly not liiatorii:iiL Tla inacputucy is provwl 
hy biteruol evidence, and by compurieoii with the 
chronicles of iieighbouriiig States, 

The history of the dyuitsty as hamlod down in a 
sullicieniJy bald story, Irat, again, tradition steps in, 
and throws a little light on what life was really like 
under the Badanis, Several Icarnwl orchmolOgi'dfl 
have deplored the lack of written chronicles in Kultt. 
AU Ivitlu knows the roaeon. 

The last of the Rnjohs, Jit Singh (1807-4S}, liiwl 
two clumibcrInins called Ilukinu and Gohn, HoUj 
lielringing to the ' Bhniidiaii' fainily. They were 
keepers of Ure nrrhive!i* They fell under the oiispicion 
of liieRiijah, and were stiuinioucd to Saggar frrtnT their 
home in Rupi. The Rajah told them that he hail a 
niiod to kill them. 

’ Sliiy US U you will, ftirkar, hut we have left word 
that if we flic our wives a^• to lmn» tlie State papers/ 

This WM going too far. The Rajnh was perfectly 
furious, wild, with clmmcteristk! ineptitude, he he* 
headed lioth tJie chambcrlaina Uien and there. Then 
he went off to secure the State papers, but the news 
bud alzcaily prcccticd him mid his messengers, mid 
they were met by two imltgnant wivca and a heap 
of iguouldcriiig ruiius. 
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In thr fire worr tost, nnt only the ehrnniclt'B of the 
B mfflni family, htil. oil tlit' loniuilff* for their secret 
method of exfractiiigfliiver from ore, Tliiifl the Bupi 
silver mlues ’n’cn* dosed down, and thoti^fh, when the 
Sihlie came to Knln, Ooneral Venturw sent men to 
Lahore und elsewhere, who Urought buck itisInictJoiis 
of aorte. the new metLodfl never pnid aa the oW ones 
Itad done, and so the difliiiherkina wigre avengerL 
This annnds like tljc reeoid of an invapniusihle 
tymiiiiy. but it uiust uot be thoitght that the hillnieu 
were a dnwnfxoddrtt race, The Hill Piute waa, in 
its way, a demncrittie institution; and I hough the 
ancml person of tlie thief ivoa, and is, religiously 
respected, so long as he faces the people, otid lhi>ugh 
his iiiiuistora wero given very great latituilc in iJjo 
ntatter of' pickings/ (here was a ixiint biyomi which 
they could not go. At this point the responsibility 
of miniiBters was enforced in a manner which would 
appRul to many a British voter. 

the Government Ix^oame realty tLiibeamble, 
it was, and ilte custom, for t.hc aggrieved subjects 
to concentrate, occupy the capital, and place all the 
Rajah’s advisors in chaina, pending inquiry. The 
* Ctihinct' atid the' Household,' and their niideriings, 
still fettered, did hard labour, and in the end n new 
and, for the time being, dinstcned miniatry w&a gener¬ 
ally appointed. Bloodshed was not veiy common 
and ihe outgoing odvfficrs were usuuUy sot free when 
Uity liiul dLsgrjrged some of j.heir ilbgotten gahio. 

Thia democtQtk; custom was called a * Dum,’ and 
Teas a kind of reforondiiiu by 'nhjtdi the hill peojil* 
really oliuwed their mind, 

Tho following account, gi^'cn liy Ulr, Howell of the 
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Tiinai ralcbrattiid * Dum/ is of great interest. He 
tetates ftilltrws; 

’“Jit Singh, Rajah'* (180743) sucoeefled as a 
l>nhy. Ills gtiartUan /md guide nvis Tulsit, rJin 
■* Ncgi “ or er^tnntnndant of a fort or ttirilorbl luiii, 
who tinpid at Baran, near Knimn. Tho Eajnh loved 
und trusted him, and leaucd upon him more and 
more, and, t.hankN to TuLhii, he was in the utnl the 
slave of his mijuaters and ('Oicura. 

’ Xiuv Stdhu Knni was Wasir ol Kiilu, and Eapun) 
was Wasir of Bamj, and Eapuni hotnl Tnlsu, and he 
knew the?. Bo Ttilsu sent for Kapuni to come and 
Iia^'u nudlenee ivi Snltanpur. lie came, and pitched 
his camp where the Rulu Tehsil now stands, aiiont 
half a mite from Llio palace. In the morning he was 
to haw htA ntidipin:ie, jmd hy cuntont he would receive 
a salute of eight guns. Now the Worir of Kuhi had 
arranged wtlli Tuisu Ncgi that one of the saluting 
guim shouhl lie Inadcd and firnl at tim Wazir Kapuui, 
But he heard of their phm, »o he drcsswl his Lody- 
servont in hib own robes and jewols, and set him In 
his "palki," and sent hitii off os thottgli he were tlte 
Weiir come to Ins audience. As the acn^ant arrived 
at tlie porch of the palace, the salute was fired, and 
the servant was shot, and dinl. 

‘ So Kapuni the Wazir tied into his own WrHatri, 
and called the Samjis togetlier for a " I>um.“ They 
oasemhled, and all came together to the fair ground 
of Bhalpur, a suburb of Bultanpur, and pitclied their 
camp. First they came and flouted the Rajah with 
tho royal aaluintion, tmd then they said: “ Sorkar. 
deliver TuIbu Negi to us, and let him be ca.st out of 
Kulii.'’ The Rajah anawcivd: “ I will deliver him. 


218 


KOLU AifD LAEIOTl. 

for he ifos o wroklinfj**" Tiiluii he only midi 

I/f&ve the pulocti ottil go honied otiil I will rnake 
your fion Negi fii your [tlare." Tiilaii (iiunTfirHl, 
" Mfthnraj," [\s though he wonJti go. But ho well 
knew that if lie left iW pntace he would fad into the 
hands of the Samjfit, eo ho went to his room nml 
fetehed an ase, and said to the Rajah: *' Sarkar, uhiy 
me with this axe, Imt do not caet me out of the 
palace/' The Rajah said: " Stay then, N'egi, if is well.*' 
' Next day the Sarajis came and bailed the Rjijali, 
saying; '* Maliuraj, what of out praytam 1" Where¬ 
upon the Rajah answered r " Tu!au Xegi 1 lore as the 
bowela of my hestirt." Then JJio " Dum " returnod 
to their camp to hold connseh TiiJau meanwhile wnt 
word to his wife and said; *' Plv to Prini, arul there 

W 

take Hanctuary in the (cmplr of Jamhu'' 

‘ Next day the " Dunj" marched past the place to 
Barnn, and came to Tulau Negi'a houiJfi. Tticy seized 
his sheep and cnttle and money, luid all his pt«s*»- 
atons. and took them down to the is Land opposite 
Siiltanpur UnrAnr, and t hrew t he alieep and cal do 
into the river, 

* Others of them went to Prtni and caught Tulsn's 
women, driigged them from their sanetuniy f«s Jamln’a 
Temple, pelteil them, and nmde them do hard lahomr 
for Uieni, hut iltd not- kill them, 

'So the Rajah and the Negi (led away to Kotha 
Dar, a fort in Lower Saraj, and the Dim set up hia 
younger brothirr a^ Rajah. 

■ But the Rajah of Maiidl came with an army and 
succoured Jit Singh, and broke up tlie Dum, Kapnni 
fledj but he ne\'or made his peace with Jit Singh, and 
Eapuni it was who brought in the Sikhs to Kulu/ 
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Tlmt. was the atnry ob tnkl t<> me Uy mt oliJ mao 
whose father knew Tulsa Nogi. If is a typical piece 
of biU politics, aial it is easy (o rcc-oastruct all tlio 
KMiica, A vast aniottai of and dniniming— 

weil-dmiblod dnime and plenty of whistling oti the 
fingers—put on immense iimouat of Dutch coiusge 
into ft liiJI mob, winch, like Ffnji Baba's Pcisians, 
loves fighting as toap ns there is no killing—accoin- 
pnnied with slum Hag ntul iatrigue, tempers all rather 
iiighly strung, the two sides abstilately dominated 
by f-he two Kcgis, and no great liorui done t* any¬ 
body ! 

Talsu^s iil-gottcn gaina, and mach of the Rajah^'s 
treasure, was buried in a landslip which ovcrwhclined 
his house, A» asmil, there is a modem sec^ueL The 
cuTW of Jomlti lay on Samj on account of hta viulated 
ffiuicdnirv. fTrops failed, cat 1 le died, and babies faded 
ftwrty. Finally, somi’ time in the eighties, it was 
decided tlurt t!ie god of the 8aritjis,SikifUii, must make 
amends to Jomla. 

All the Sarajis regard the chief of Shaitgrt as the 
rightful bead of the Biuiani himily, so he went with 
a cow for the god (who has uo image}, imd all the 
children of the Dam, ami n crowd of prufdiftts and 
discipfea and priests, to make aubmtseion to Jotnlu. 

They mafic little df^tls of gross and IiltcJj hark, with 
fulBc pigtails, to represent their arinMt^-n)^ niid lictl 
them together, and chopped them into pieces Iwforo 
the gofl Jamlm Thus Jumlu was appeased, and the 
curue was stayed—at least, the Samjis Uiitik iif>, which 
ia all that mattera. 

Here b another Kulu legend, whh h aaliafiia them 
in solving the reason for cloven Iwiofs in their cattle, 
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ftiifl is quite It wtis jiU fiue lo tliP twape 

lo the iiesvcns of n magie cow. Her tiight frtnn tbo 
huf(ut.s of niflii Ut safer cMtnea waa the result of cuji* 
osity oa tho pan of A mati (for a wotnicr). But lie 
was a rIrmoD king, which perhaps acooiuitctt for lira 
weaklier. At all eventa, he wiia intent on seeing 
this iiiarvciilons cow’ whicli pave nnlimitCtl niilk. 
IJis hroHier-Ln-lftw, also a king in my tho logical times, 
waft equally rfftcrmitieil that this brother^m-hiw of 
his wife's fthouki not liilmdc into the saored nnimaJ's 
stall. Howc%*er, the iletiion king forced his way into 
the stable, whetetipnn the oow is said to have made 
her efwape tlirough the roof of her stable, and, flying 
aloft, now queens it as a coufttellation in the eky> 
The demon was oo fxLrious witli the animal for show¬ 
ing fiotliing of herself hut two pairs of dean LceLi, that 
he driTw a bow at a venture, and hht arrow elovo hue 
hoof as she dkappeared. His rage did not stop hero, 
tJiotigh, as he then turned upon his hrothcr-in-law 
and filffw him. Vengeance caimo iit the person <if 
the muidered ting’s aoti, who cut olT all but four of 
the fltiperahiiudant supply of amui which his unde 
poaaftftBod, and this is wliy the demon ting, Sahasa- 
l»ipu, w'aa afterwards known as the snake king. 
The mtiihle ditl not, unfortunately, stop here, for 
oil being restored to life by the son who had also 
avmigtd hift death, tlie uiigratefni king co m ma n ded 
Faras Ham to behead hb mother, on the ground tlmt 
she waft the cause of the whniu nflnir, for it was 
through litT uivitation to hia aistef's hiialiand lliat. 
the iiTcparahle Iobs of the cow of which lie had been 
so justly proud was brought about. 

WiUi the iitmal finale of fairy stories, all endfl weB* 
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however, ftfifl the hadly treated son, having dia- 
Unguiahed hiniBolf in tho wars, la told by hu lather 
to name bis reword. With promptaes* Paras Riio 
ilemauds that his mother shall be restored to life, 
and gains iiin desire. He mnat Imvo been a good 
youth at heart, as he proceeds to wipe out even tha 
remembrance of matricide by settling landed property 
on the local priests, tinA those vUlngee are quoted as 
a proof of the truth of tim legend. 

Tlie Kulu people lire probably neither mone nor tess 
remarkable than oilier country folk, buithey are very 
folid of giving chapter and verw for hapimuiugs, 
ohangea, or names. Thin is their explanation of a 
change of dynasty m bygone times, when the Bajaiia 
took Singh as part of thoir signatures. It was all due 
to the conimemomling of a valiaui Rajah, Sudh Pal. 
When abrond one day ho came upon a cow just as it 
was aiUmked hy a leuponL With one blow of Ids 
dst he killed the leopard, and rescued the saorett beast. 
As the name Singh is the name for a lion, so the name 
of the Rajahs for ever after became Siugh aho, say 
the people. 


CTUPTER XIV 

A Ui)Y*S I'OlKTr OK VTKW 
Rt m ]Id«> Jdu. C. a ABt’OE 

Af.Tnmmu tbe glon« 9 , whfitUer aigbt or 
wbicJi wsward ilie rnotmtuiiieer iir® dcnioil to f.boso 
whose powers are timitttl, tliere atiU falls to the sbiiro 
of ' mere womati * a very dFlightful and varied store 
of experience as one Himalayan expedilian after 
another is strung on to the chain of niemoiy. 

I can testify to one fact> and that is that one 
tan never grow fiml of tliem* How, indeed, could 
one weary of such sights as ore oifoided in the bmad 
mass of magnificent acenciy by mountains, rivers, 
and forests! of such pictitresqnc acenea aa are fnr- 
iiiahed by the closer detail of village, woodland glade, 
and wild llowers! hy the contrasting of one country 
with another; by the noting of dififerences tMJtween 
people, leligtous, and customa ? 

All these Intereate arc spread out Iteforo one as the 
trnvcUuigcariiet. unrolla, tliconly fentaj to the prospect 
being time and money. Given these two important 
factors, and, of course, gond health, what might not 
one do and see in this wonderful Himalayan world 4 
I do, howcri'cr, most gratefully accept tbe limited 
supply of l}oth which haa fallen to my lot, and tniai 
that the fuel of my giuiitudn muy coax kind Fortune 

222 


223 


A LADY^ rOINT OF VIEW 

iuto yet. further iDureaslng my opiwrtHiiitice uf v^it- 
iiig the iiiouJitains which fomi so grand a froutispieoe 
to the book of India. 

CerUtinly liJivol whcla the appetite, and, havuig 
Uwled the jiittuiurc of crossing passes as the 
Zoji U, the Umhtt U, and Urn Murgan—gates out of 
Efudimir into Ladakh—tlie temptation to tiy two 
tjtiicra—the Babboo and the RaliUuig—which shoiihl 
usher iia into KvjIu and Lahoui, helped me to tum 
my back on the gWIiw of my garden, witli its waving 
golden daffodils and aprico(-i,uUed ruaefly such lus 
early April in the North-West Jtoutier Btntioii of 
AiiliottatHid bestows on us. 

The Kangra Valley 1 luu] often viaitod, hut to travel 
thrtjugh tta longih in April was a new pleasure. 

Le-Jiving the hot and dnaty little niaway-statiou of 
Pfti him Koto, we took Iwive witlioul a aingh* |)ang 
ol traijjB and lime-lables, and cheerfully put np witir 
the tonga drive of sixty odd miles for the sake of the 
new ooiintiy beckoning ua beyond. 

Ah wc neared Dhanusala, the plaiji below become 
veiled in blue disianci^ a softening background to the 
vivid green of spring crops and foliagtr aruund us. 
The rhododendrviis which wo luul seen in previous 
years had passed thiiir xenilh a month eudier. In 
March Uiey imtsa in ruby and rose ugnimt the sober 
grey of ihti ilex forests on the Kangra flilL. but. we 
were still to hnd them in hloorn at the higher altitude 
of tlie Babboo Pass, which is tie dividing wall be¬ 
tween the Knugru ttud Kulu V'nUeya, 

A week w'os delightfully sjient at Ohoriimdit wdth 
old friciwia, and then, hearing of tiie urriviil ol bag 
wid huggiige at our atartiug-ljoiut, Palumpur, we act 
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out onti aftcmwu on our pojiioa—& good udvertit^ 
ttsetit lur' Bluet and White/ My own white pony is 
an ok) triflud of iHrteen years. He muEt by now be 
alx^ut twentv* Among other naiues, ho owns the 
lajghiy respoo table one of * Wataoo, 

Within two days of our leaving Pakmpur, he moat 
unfortunately got a bad tub through thc^cli^ 
uaddliug of a syoe, and this prevented my riding him 
for two moatiuj. As yet I hod nol achieved (he 
cujiital onc-polo bammock ' dandy/ in which Ittcr 
on 1 wua i^rriicd when tired, eo I w'fllked 4^ good deal 
more thwi a weak ankle at lirot approved of. Thera 
is, howeveir, no better form of maasage for weak 
ankles than walking in the hills. The up-and*down 
maveruenta in which my feel, were to be exercised 
during the next few motiLhs ^uite restored the hg^ 
niants and innaclec, and before long I could walk ton 
iniles and more at a streteb. 

In aU ' marches/ aa we colloquially term our daily 
journeys on foot or horseback, hill or plain, in India* 
there is bound to bo a good deal of Bamcnesa. One 
has the early start cveij- moruiug, then several hours 
of road-wort, very often dull and tedious work loo. 
There is the daily and literal taking up of one’s bed 
(luckily earned for one), the daily unpacking and re¬ 
packing. 

Each day, it is true, sees one at a diJIereni board, 
sleeping on a diffeteni bed—^ften very iiidUiwcnt 
beds and boards, it must be confessed—still, the same 
procedure is followed, and an exact diary would be 
fta tedious for llis leader os for tbe writer, 

Blit tlitOT are coDijtAot unexpecusd compflusatioM 
on nearly every iuhtcIii atnJ tlie^ are ufUui ui liifl form 
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of for ivliiefi my are €Tcnr on tho alert. 

This expedition wan not quite $o ncli in auch treaiturc- 
trove 09 othem we have hath one flower never 
fniled ns the whole time. Wc followed the quest 
of the rose from early Aprils when we left our own 
gandeiJ one niaso of BatiJniuiB and ' Fortune's yellow/ 
up to late Octelior. when wo gathered the auttimii 
rose hips in bright coral bunches on the marches back 
to Simla. From April onward it was rosea, roses, 
ah Uie way , frrm) Abbottabad to far La bon 1, They 
vari«d» of course, ftom the petted garden ones with 
all in their favour to the tough, prickly huahea 
covered with hltKun, which battled for existence in 
bore, rocky conteis where one would swear no rose 
could grow. 

ft » the kindest of wild Indian flowers, and one of 
the meet bare and arid spots one could And on i lie 
Frontier — the atony Samaria—^ redeenied Iry roses; 
and the hill fort and district beyond the historic 
Saragahri, is called G^uliston, or Garden of Boses. 
The word ' garden * is an exaggeration, but I uard to 
rejoice in the roses on my rough walhs. I have often 
had to leave my cherish^ gardeu roses when at their 
beet, but muai say 1 have nearly alwa^vs found wild 
ones as beautiful in their way to ctmsule me. 

As we rode through the pret^* Eangra villages aiid 
lanea, and farther on into Ivulu, the creamy, richly 
scented ‘ Mnltiflora,' with its great trusses of flowers, 
foamed in odorous niRiuses over rodm, shmba, iind 
even over quite tell trees, veiling some of them with 
a snowy aheet. Beside them blushed the shpfl-piiik 
ouphroewne, with ita double bloesoiiiA and thick centre 
of golden stamens. The pale dug*rose, too, was os 
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plentiful as Ui our iioma hodgesf and its eluaivs scent 
reminded one of an ErgliRh June, Thao the hnrfy, 
prickly bnehee, covemi with rosea of everj* shade, 
from crimson to pale pink^ were close of kin to Scotch 

briars. , 

The rose might well be the badge of the Himalaya, 
for even at great heights we found the cioee-gTo^ mg 
rock rose of Alpine fame. 

During the march from Baijuath to Dhelu, which 
we found too broad of road and dull in character to 
please us altogether, 1 came upon a very unexpected 
sight and ft vary beautifnl one. The hiiljudea facte 
ware of a tameness which made it all the mom ant* 
prising and weioome to round a comer and behold a 
veritable cascade of bauhinia-ttees b full bloom. 
The delicate lUao of the flowers was untouched with 
the green of leaves; for, as b the ahiiond, they appear 
later, and so nothing hid the faJossoniB. One could 
trace the meandering etreaiu by the curves b w'hich 
the trees grew', and the effect was abiost Japanese in 
diameter. 

Wo were the bat people to cross the Babboo Paas, 
for, with the exception of' 6r8t-leave' officer* bent 
on sport, no travdlera would bo likely to go to Kub 
by that route so early in the year. Some hill-mcn wo 
met on the road gave such alarmbg rejiorta of the 
pass that, liad wc not lieen old wayfarore, we might 
hove been frightened off our plans, and have taken tho 
easier but far leas bterestbg, and also hotter, road 
m'er the Dulehi Pass. Wo smiled at tfaeBe iravellwra' 
tnlea. therefore—at least, tho more experienced of us 
did—and so I smiled too, and contbued the way we 
had started oa that very wel morning. It soon 
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cleared, and we had a delightful marclit for spring was 
ill the air. The foliage was a joy t<i behold. 

The acarlot of the young maplsi and sycamoros, 
■with the bronze of uneurling chestnut' buds and tlie 
golilen J&ivcii which Iringod tlie lost year's Bilfor- 
green of the ilex-trees, made a brilllaiif eifect* New 
needles edged all the fire, which looked os if a fresh 
coat of varnifih Imd just been gheti them. A host of 
delicate leafage covered shnibs and enriched uiider- 
gtowlh, aud the ubiquitous rose gleamed on tree and 
hedge, while iJie narrow terraces of fender wheat and 
fresh spring grass painted all the steep hillstdea w'lth 
vK’id ciiiemld. To all LUmc evidences of advanced 
spring was added the purling and ]>laahing of ibe 
mountain springs as they rippled and gurgled and 
danciMl over n^icks and atones, as if delighting in their 
escape from the stem grasp uf the snowy pass alnivc 
to the wrelcomiug sj-itis of the smiling volley l>eifiw. 

The rough stone staircases which arc churacteristlc 
of both Eangm nnd Kulu hill rouda, and which f<irin 
short outs, made the ascent fairly easy* although it 
was steep and long, besides being rather hot. But 
we soon emerged 0)i to the top of th<‘ put®—ft very 
nsjxow neck—which was hard-bcjuud in cikl winter 
snow. After «ime cleftring and cutting with Lce-axss 
by my husband and the Gurkhas, we were able to zig¬ 
zag down the Other side. 

It. wna quite exciting to realize Unit we were now 
in Eulu, and we soon found the road perfectly easy. 
tSo much fur oiir uiarmists- The path wiiuntl down 
througli a veritable battlcheld of forest trees. Great 
giants lay hurled about, their roots measuring many 
leot ocrofts. Some ucca lay athwart gaunt grey trunks 
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dead but atUJ standing brathers in sffliction- 
Dmncbes and bonghiii irxencbed off in the rage 
winter's blaat and fury, lay tnasod abauti and the 
general atmosphere was the stUinosa of deatE No 
doubt by-aud*by some miglit creep back to life under 
Spring's tender care^ but as yet she waa too busy in 
the vftllcyH, and had not ditiil>ed so high. 

A little lower we foinul her handiwork, and atopiiod 
once more into life tmd colour, 

*rbo ohestmitH and weJnute were magnificent, and 
the sunabinc in golden sbafto lit up their bright foliage. 
They suggested the gaily Ijedccketl and bejewelled 
hidiea of the forest court sallying forth to mt‘«t their 
liegt* lords, uJicoUBcious of the owl strewn field of 
destruction above. 

But email clouds wliich had benu gathering un- 
obwiTTwi now burst, in ono td the sudden stonnH of 
April, and stinging hailstones soon 2*11 * thoughts 
save those of shelltr out of our heada. We ran down 
the hilbpath, aiul soon struck the turn at the bottom 
which led past a rough wootlen aqueduct, and reached 
the first' hUle rest-houw* hi KuJu, A raiDbow was 
throwing a triumphant arch of welcome acroas the 
river, for the sky had cleared again, and the even mg 
sun lit up two distant peiika of snow'y whiteness with 
a dome of roee and gold, and beckoned the moun¬ 
taineer most tantaiiruigly. Altogether we were more 
than satisfied with our first into>duction to the valley, 
ami full of the delights of aoticipution, 
ibitting Boenefy ludde, the contrast Ixstwecn the 
Kulu and Eongin Valleys is very remarkable. For 
one thing, abeuM as it may seem, the sun strikea one 
with lew power, and its rap seem to have lost the 
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^ig they inflict on oiue in i:lie Falloy we bnd just left. 
This [fl ocwunted fl'f by t.iio proxtmily r^f Kiingra Ui 
tllo plains. 

Thi' pfopJe, too, mie diffwfltii. The Oudili® of 
Kaiigm, in their short kiits and with their lioardiHl 
faces, are quite distiiiot from the Kuln folk we were 
to pass next day hurrying to the big fair at Snltanpur. 
The women wore their twat, smart cheeked gowiio, 
which oivofi rheir neat fli toakilfullv adjusted brass 
pins rather tlian bo cut or make. Their omairienta 
of silver and rough enanvd were Icnidcd on theii' heads, 
ears, necki, and arms. The men, to nmke up for their 
more sober at tire, had adorned Uteireaps, which, how * 
evcTt already bad the corners turned up with vaxioua 
bright colours, with wild-flowers stnutg together into 
the gayest of clminst ttcssels, end rosettes. The dis¬ 
tant bcntitig of drums and btowhig of weird txumpets 
and couch aheils came from several quHtlera, and 
gave ufi a cheering impression of n general holiday in 
which we w ero joiuing. The walk was chArmmg to 
the heart of Kulu, wlieiv wc iutondctl spending a day 
and night, and wc arrlrud at the bnngalow with bevies 
uf local gods, w'ho were all oouveiging on to the wide, 
park-like ctaiimon which spread a green carpet for the 
fair in front of the bangalow. It w'as quite amusing 
wondering round afterwards, as uinre and more people 
streamed ou to the ground, but there was no fair 
as we iiiidcTstood the wurd, to be seen. A bank 
holiday was nearer the mark, with tefreshmenta— 
chiefly liquid —ad lib. 

The forest trees of tl^c EJnialaya ore among their 
most attractive features- Of course, all along the 
high belts of forest the trees ore of much the same 
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species. The hardiest of all are the bitehcej thew come 
different eioniicTBr then iivahiuti* and clieatnuta. But 
at the lower levels, ahadkig the valleys and rivctfli a 
certain amount favouritifim prevaiia* In Kashmir^ 
for instance^ pojdara and cheuars aitd wnJnuta are 
most abundimt- Euiu favoiu's aiders ami decjdarg* 
I have nc^'^er eeen finer Frpecinirna of either kind- 
And not only specimen treca by any iiieana ! The 
alder groves ami decolor forests are iimversah the 
fcFTiner shading long reachea of the riveraj the 
la Ltd iTOwning hillsides and higher slopes of the 
vallvySi 

We gi>ti a beflTjtiful vfew of the main valley frum 
ihe rood up from Sultaiipnr. But on one of the days 
T was waiting for niy husband's retuni inym Simla;, 
he having left ino comfortably encamped] at a pretty 
little village e4Uled KaimiUt 1 waiwlered up to find 
the tiiorc cJornprehmiKive nutlfM^k from Nagger on t he 
opposite bank of the river, a good deal higher up, 1 
climber] np a wide lane hito thie L'bjijniirig ^ot, well 
cliaa(^ii as the chief E>jrnpciin reaidential quarter of 
KuJtJ. The sc\^crfll villas dotted aliout the hillside gave 
Nflggar on air of honmlmess and prosperity. The 
onoient oaat!e, for many centuries the royal residence 
of Eulu^ faficinalcd me. The building is a fine square, 
tlire^toried pile of luit-bmwn skin«? and age-worn 
(imbers* but it has withstood the stress of att^nn and 
earthquakej probably owing to the givo'iiiicbtnke 
propertica of its flkilfully-]£«Kl walls. Layers of 
masonry of wealher-resijjting stone are interspersetl 
w'ltii aollil bcaniujof wood, anil the whole efTecC ^digni' 
fied and impregnable* hr it atamis tin a steep eminence 
above the volley* Higher still* on the udge of th<? 
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deodar forest, lb ao old temple, ajid gome way off 
are qiiaiot cariTOga, relist of tlio old Rajalia of Eulo* 
The temple roof is pagoda^Hke, aomewiiat similar to 
the on® at Wonali, Ii^ier up the valley. 

The cctirtyard at the hack of the caatle is very 
picluresque, with woodea baicoiuee running round 
the secsoml story. 

The castle baa its romance, too, for from one of 
these balcomea a Kulu Eani flung hrsTself down in 
consequeiice of tW ftUBpiciou that she hod a Hojueo 
in hiding. She is said to hav^e proved her timocence 
by the fact that os her body touchiKl the 

ground it tutnrS into a stone flgure, which, of course, 
due is shown os proof jw»itive. 

Altogether a fascinating spot, and one to sit and 
dream in. and, if one could study the IochI history 
and colour, to weave many a tale round Its old 
whUs. Photography fails where the chief charm of a 
subject lies, as at Naggar, in its colouring. On our 
second visit in the autunui to this hill capital of Kulu, 
the only Impe of record which (jould do justice to the 
npening musat'S of oTiniBon niillet and orange luairc 
spread out on the roofs would be an Qrt.ist’s brush. 
The fust glimpiMJ of the casllo is seen through the 
sweeping branohes of a huge tree, which now shaties, 
fomnotb, an English croquet lawn; but tlie gay 
English flowcaylieds aurroundiiig it and terradug 
the banks arc on ndditional beanty round the old 
csastle, and a vivid foreground to the dark forest 
above. 

One of the contras ta between Kangra and Kulu is 
that the former is the garden of tea cultivation, the 
latter of fruit, and at. Katram I was staying for a few 
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duyn in n little orchoid cot very far from some of 
the test fTTOpOTties surij as Mr, Doiiaid’e. I met 
here for the hrat tltuo Colonel and Mra, Tyaohe, ao 
well known in Kuiu. They only passed throng 
Katruiu. I very soou, however, followed in their 
waJeo to Manali, one inareh fartiier up the valley, as 
Katralii was grooving unpleasantly hot for tents in 
the dajtirfie, 

A mo«t beautiful walk brought me to Maimll, 
where I settled my tents under the grand Bhelter of 
the fitiwjt. deodar trees to be found anywhere. It 
was mofit fortunate for lu!* being in au agreeable comp, 
for I had to possess uiy soul in what patience I might 
for over two weeks. Still, I knew that the journey 
to and from Simla was lielug accomplished in reC'oH 
time, and so 1 set myself to extract the best use and 
enjoymmii possible out of climate, woods, and the 
most ddightful country in which I could safely 
ramble about by myself. One walk across the fields 
f was specially fond of, and so was my brown daeba* 
bund, devoted conijramciiaiid friend, 

Crossieg the bridge below my camp, after pausing 
lo loot up and down tbs river^—the l^utiful Beas— 
there were very few days not clear enough to let me 
see the snow' mouutaitui wdiicli completed the back- 
groutul, Near by, graceful alders sb^ed the hoiiingt 
ruahiog watars. Thera was a long walk both waya 
on the oppoaitc bank of the river; indeed, it waa the 
inain rqarl, though only {xiesible for riding and walk¬ 
ing. The path led up to a higher valley terraf^d in 
iielcht, and to a steep hillside above tlie pratfy village 
of Alsa {■'nim this open site the Solang Mciimtoina 
rose in sploniJid outline against a clear blue skv* 
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Great cJUga and clifis, and a foreBt of deodar, on a 
spur of which stood a brown wooden tomple, backed 
the village- 

Some stone ptemorials bej'ond the village vrero 
said to be the graves of scions of an old Eulu ruling 
house. 

One of the prettiest ornementfl of tlie axohitecture 
of the valley is tlie fringe of carved tassels of wood 
which trim the eavos of houses and rempies. Each 
toasei is hung by a little hook, so that the faintest 
breeze sdrs them, and In a fresh wind there is quite 
a musical tmklo. The houses are nearly all two* 
storied, and the bdies usually sit and spin hi the 
balconies, which form good pointa of vantage from 
which to view the passers-by. Everyone seems to 
keep a tuft of wool up his or her coat-sleeve, and, 
when opportunity offers, to spbi yani out of it f 
often stood and watched the Land-looms when a 
weaver waa making one of the local blankets. Thty 
ore by no means cheap for tourists to buy, cr>stiug 
about a pound each; ntill, the laltour ol liand-worh 
accounts for thot. The forest nfHcer's Email house 
stands in a pretty W'ood of larches, with a phuitation 
of various trees round it. A bniok flows tlirough the 
wood, which might Imve been an English copse, with 
its ferns and wild etrawbemes—a delightful place to 
spend a uiorntng with a book. 

T was gLut of aomo leisure before startbig on a 
round of c&rnping, as I had only been twn or throe 
weeks in India after a flying visit home, auci so 
looked at the bright aide of the next lliree weeks 
in which T should improve my walking powers, 
work ofi an accumulation of correspondence, read 
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and write, aiid explore the environs of Manall 
There is nothing bice writing, T think, to solace 
Biliint dajs. Exprci^ion, even if it is only tiie uTitten 
wort], is a relief. One catmot always be taking in 
without a feeling of surfeit, even when reading the 
best and moat cheerful of Imoks; and oven if one's 
oniaiJ ideas find rheir way into the wBateimper-haEiket 
more often than not, alill they have accompliahed 
their humble misaton of relief. 

t had also very pleasant interohango of gardening 
talk with Captuin Banon, while Mrs- Banon took me 
round the plots where every Eugliab fruit and vege¬ 
table of the season were fionrishlng. 

To Bpeak of Kulu wdtbout mentioning (icueral 
Osbome would be impogaihte. He was ab^nt from 
his home in Naggar when I visited it, but wrote mo 
a kind letter undertaking to see om horses roahod 
for us, and askuig me questions about gartleniiig in 
Abbottabad. He was a great rose-growcT, and. much 
loved in Ktilii, as weU as honoured. The pleasure 1 
anticipated of a meeting with the tienemi in the 
autumn woo. alas I to be disappomted, for he died 
after only two days' ilbiess in early July- 
One of my favourite walks round Manali took me 
across the Tiarrow valley of rice-Sdds, newiy terraced, 
to tJie forest of fine deodars which clotheil the hill 
oppOHtto. 

An CBSy slope through the woodland giodtw, wdieie 
cielicate iris utul ground orchids were set in a carpet of 
ferns and wild-strawlxirTy blossoms, led up to a clear¬ 
ing m the forest wherv stood the most pictumsque 
and ancient temple called Dungri. The carviugu od 
over and above the doors were Ijofh Hindu and 
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B«(l<IhtsT, and the lotir-dedcer rcjof was qaite Cfhinese 
in chnrftctcr. U was abnMh impossible to get a 
photograph which should take in all lonr roots, hiit 
bftliujciog myself on a rock pinnacle I was just 
able to squeeze them in. CIom by was a lurfy level 
amrounded by rude atone seats in tiers, giving it the 
ail of an alfresco stage. Tliis ia a favourite fair- 
groiiiid. amt a few days after I settled in Mflimli, m 
company witli some Idlow-viBitorH, T witnessed an 
perfommnee, but we were glad to leave 
before the wine-oup had passed too freely. A great 
drawlnvck to the valley people » their passion fur 
liquor. These fairs wv much tm» encouraging to the 
habit, and the two nights of the Dungri carouse gave 
me no rest, as many of the people toUetl past my tent 
on their way home, to the great upsetting of my 
watoh-dogs, and very nearly of my tent, as two or 
three stumbletl iivcr the ropes. 

Three diij-s later 1 knew 1 could again safely visit 
the lovely sj^oU iicavy rain had washed the gnnitml 
and refreshed the trodden graas. and it was dilhcult 
to believe that these solemn, silent aisles haii been 
izivtkled liy rwellers. Still, as a ap«?cmele, it htid 
been quite amusing to watch the slow dancing on the 
grceo, and the bright ootour of tlie ihroiig. 

This time T ejtlended my walk, and, turning to the 
right of the tempie, T followed a patli which led dowii 
a curious stone alley, oailetl the ' Demon’» Kitchen.' 
This gave on to an opening in the forest, by which, 
after emsgingmoto green terraces, one euterod another 
grand group of deodars, and finally I descended to 
the banks of tlie Mannli Stream. The water waa 
nislung along over rocky interruptions under the 
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aldeftt. Ttie air was lieanly sccnttsd liy newly saivn 
tinibeiH wtiidi were stacked on the bank, awaiting 
their long water journey, at the end of which they 
will be used na railway slcflpers, and will exchange 
the thunder of the water for thiiT of ttaina and tralHc. 
After sitting on the river'side for a bit, ] would uirn 
hack towards com ping-ground, ami pass into a 

veiitabJe Devonshire larte. Orchards and meadows, 
botdered by bird] and linm and Spanish chcatnut’- 
trees, reminded one of home. So did a ailver-toned 
brook and fem^trinmiwl grey walk al>ove which stood 
the bangs low of an English officer, who has lung since 
relirerl to one of (lie best gsrjeus of ludia, where he 
grows Eiiglisb gooaeherries, and raspbeirics, and 
ctmante, and many choice flowers, an<l has trees 
ladeu with Eent-Uko cherries end Dcvoiishire apples, 
and where, moreover, ho extends a kind welcome, 
with the fruits of his gjundeu, to iinv comitiymau who 
visits him. Captain Bsmm's Imobs ami magasincs, 
too, were kiudly lent to me-—a real boon when one 
con cony but a limited supply of literature. 

Every day in July and Augnst the tiuy post-office 
sends off hundreds nf baskets of applos hy post, and 
the postal authorities groan for any oiiier transport, 
wheeled or rail, (o help them. 

All the hedgerows and btuiks hi Eiitu were covered 
from June to Scptembci wjiJi n pretty little carpet 
plant, the leaves like a sorrel, and the blossoiuii like 
a siiigle, very vivkl blue pea. The ferns and bracken 
along the river were a eight; so were tho thousands 
of gouts and sheep daily pasemg through, over the 
bridge, and along the river road which led them up 
towards their grazing-gruunds over in I>ahcuL 
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Anollipr walk, usualSy an early mombg one, waii 
nndertaken in liopes tiot the suJphnr waters of 
Baahifit, where they bubbled twilhig out cf iJiP rock 
two miles beyond Matiali, would benefit a rhemnatic 
aukJe which had lawn broken and difllocatttl some 
tlirwj years ago* And there is no doubt of (he 
aoothing efiect of the waters* 

The village of Bashiat was too dirty for words, and 
the unpleasant odour of the stUphuTp though harmless 
in itaelf. oihled Xio great incentive to explore the 
pbice. But I was determined to try the water, and 
found Ttiy way by following the pointing fingers of dirty 
little urchina in the atroets, and of women who peered 
curiously at me out of their baleonieSi to the doorway 
that led into the sacred enclosure; for the people hold 
dio liot s{>riug in awed conviction to be the alxHie 
of a god, and to possess miraculous powers and 
properties, 

I wae told by an old hag in the smoil courtyaid to 
remove my boots, w hidi 1 did. Then she led mo past 
the dark little temple, wbich sheltered an image carved 
in wood, through a narrow passage and another door* 
way which opened on to the tank itself. It is some 
twch'S feet square and three feet deep. The essential 
waters, fresh and boiling, issued from beneath a big 
rock, and were rcoeivcd into a hewn basin, alwe 
which were carved some figures of gods. Thence they 
fell into the large tank, from which again there was 
an overflow, shut off by Ijoarrling, in which pi^nms 
batbud. The water in the first tank was quite clean, 
and so hot, even though exposed to the ait, that I 
couJd with diifimilty put my foot into it at first; 
atid a tihuckle of dchght from a fringe of little Imuds 


236 


KULU AND LAilOUL 

wnt Ain g me from the parapet oi the wall round the 
tank greeted flio lobster hue wlitcli eoon epreitd M]> 
to toy knees, for I gave the good foot the cotufortiiig 
hath too. 

Tlje ehildrai were vciy aliy, very dirty, am) veiy 
pretty, A packet of moist ^ugar distributed among 
itiy ailniiring aiuiienoe ou the cecoaioti of the next 
visit to the watere brought a smile to cacli grubby 
little mouth, and a fe^k- coppers to the old dame in 
charge produced A ntarked iucrcase in the network of 
wrinkles crieS'etoesmg her face, intended, I am sure, 
for a smile of gratitude. 

As T Laced on my boots one liay one of Lite women 
watching me said tiow laid it mttst be for niy fciet 
l«*iiig shut away from the sir t 1 had not expected 
a health lecture from any wonuiti b Ktiltt, let alone 
a lady of Hashist, and felt rather humbled; neither 
could 1 find a suitable reply; for ti ta true enough, 
leather fwtgcftr without ventilation is not the liyglenlc 
ideal 

The water-mills in Kulu were aa faacinaung aa 
automatic toys, and 1 would often stand for eomc 
moments on my way to and from Baabist and werch 
the wooden stnicturcfl and wheels wbiclt caught the 
water of mountem strcanis, and whirled and lashed 
it into a fury, and tlien, having borrowed it* force 
and impressed it into grinding grain, let it. escape, 
frothing and sparkling, to find its way to the river 
below, there to merge its identity in the great nunss 
ol wutcr. 

The days passed in peaceful rhythm until the after¬ 
noon, when, sitting beneath the shady canopy rif 
deodar bmuches close to my tent, 1 bavt a dusty way* 
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{aid approacLiug. 1 guesaed it couJd be no otter 
thiut our guide and companion, Hcinncb Fdhrer, aud 
accordingly introduced myBelf. He told me tJiat iny 
busband wouM eoon arrive, and while tea waa in 
course of prepatatJon he gave me some description of 
their march from Simla. It had certainly I)ceii a 
stiff introduction to his climbing in the Himakya— 
this forced march imming cloee on thrw weeks of 
enforced repose—and I could sympathise with his 
groans oveg" tlxe pace, ' You 8*?e,' he murmured 
apologeticdlyT ’ Major Bruce, he walks an bcastiy 
fast, and, oh, it was so hcaatly hot.' 

Half an hour later the black horse and his rider 
galloped intn camp, and over tea under the deodars 
wo disouased Simla nows, and made plans for the 
immediate future of the piir^, 

Our first small comp up in the benutifiil Solatig Valley 
was dcJightiul in every reapoct. but that of weather. 
We were really too unfortuiuitc in the way we w'ero 
rained upon. Wo seemed to have a fatal fascination 
for every cloud, which in persistent regularity burst 
day by day, one after another, upon our heads, in 
anything hut blessing. 

For myself it mattered but little. 1 was nearly 
always able to got out some part of tliC day, but, all 
the same, it did matter intensely, for the disappoint¬ 
ment to the poor cUuibers was mine too. It was 
more than irritating, and seemed such waste. It 
was really asioiiifiliing what an amount of succesafut 
espcditiotifi they managed to soudwicb in ijotiveen Uto 
nrists and storms; and, though unable to shore m 
any of their conquests, still the wUuk sumiucr througlj 
1 was able to travel about with them, to got to know 
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each peak from a rcepectiti] dtsiancc, to make c[ciee 
acquaintance 'H'ith i^evcral passes, and to admire them 
all as I de^'etoped their poirmila, 1 was also able to 
partially appreciate the coet. at which they had been 
von. The alp on which we were encamped was here 
and there, wLcrm^er a bubbling stream fomhd its way^ 
a perfect glory of marsh marigolds and purple orcliiaea. 
There were masses of a rich htouso'frondcd fem, ^^ery 
like an Osmunda, and also like the bleat thing in 
soft, untanned leather work, growing all about the 
‘ ma^ ' or ' thach,' as they call thrae upbnds in Rulu, 
The dwarf rria I knew* wcU, but was no loss pleased lo 
find. Other familiar alpine ftowers grew abundantly, 
and it was quite exciting to find that the overturned 
atooes 1 came upoj^ cloae to the camp were thus dis^ 
turbed by boars, who roll oi'er any big stones they 
think are likely to hartmur ants—one of their favourite 
Aorf-rf'osuonp. There were also largo plots of wild- 
carrot plants, which are u tasty morsel to a liear'a 
xniniL But the wUy fellows managed to avoid the 
sportsman. In any case, lie would have hod to pass 
the tuns of day only and cry ' Pai,* ea be had no 
Uccncs to shoot red bear. 

The dogs and I had some fine snow scrsmblee when 
we speeded mid welcomed back the climbing party. 
The snow-bridge was gradually rendered uns^e aa 
out days in the Solang Nullah passed, chiefly by the 
rain; but there w^aa snow enough and t>o spare stretch- 
iug up the nullah, which afforded pleasant walking 
early in the day. The mountains all along the ridge 
were splendid, and offenxl endless work, had there 
only been weather to match. 

One of the photograplia — ^a case when it waa the 
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tiiat not the pliofiogt&phef-'I was tery 

sorry to lotie, for it was a snapshot of a dear, hand- 
flonie little KuJu aheptienl boy in a tilt which had a 
cut and swing that would not have disgraced Priucto 
Street, and might have been passed even by the 
* ro]>bet of the North/ This fimaU peraou was stand' 
ing on A big rock one eveningi eurrouiadod by lvi« flock 
of sheep and goatSi, while f was trying to convince 
my dachshund that he was not a aluM^-dog. The 
little boy wiiH not a bit perturbed at the barking dog, 
and plunging goats, an d scored sheep, but evidently 
thought his clmrges well able to keep one small red 
oreature at bay. 

The new camera had arrived soon after wo got up 
to this camp, and was a great ititeresL What a 
Verasrope can produce ^ maiv'clloua. The detail 
recorded on the tiny plates is so flne that the negative 
will bear enlarging up to tweaty-aix inches, and later 
on produced the uioat beautiful picturea, thanks to 
the Uford Company. 

No one can visit Kulu without hearing of the gods, 
but the Kulu religion is of so vniiod a godohip that it 
is aomewltai difficult to take it iu at first, and. to 
assign to each district its own jireskling deit^. 

There is a chief god, how’ever, who is the recognized 
ruler of Uie whole vall^. The atoty of how he came 
to succeed a mortal Rajah is quite origtnal m its way. 

In IflOft the reigning King of a long line was one 
ifuggat SingJi. He apparently Jmd east his covetous 
ey« on the most prized possession of one of bis 
subjects, a tuarchnnU Whether lands, jewels, or 
daughter is not recorded. A tragic end to the mer¬ 
chant and all he had was brought about by himsolf. 

10 
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Ue set fire (a his house, and perudied with his family 
and goods sooner than let his ruioi gain hia desire. 

The loss o| what he had so greatly longed for cant 
the Hajali into the depths of melsnchoty. He pro¬ 
fessed also such horror at this holocaust, of which he 
justly felt himself to he the cause, that, to show his 
peniteuce, he announced that he was going to abdicate 
in favour of the god Ragoiistb-Jh The only bitch 
was that the god, a tiny golden imagie, was as isr away 
as LcUu. With great cunning the god was abducted, 
however, and brought to Hulu. 

Its own creatkin was due to another King, tlie 
great Bams, or Bagonath of Oude, who had judged 
it wise to leavo a penional reniindor of hlmseti in his 
kingdom during his long absences, for he was a noted 
wamor, Juggut Singh was a friend of hia, appar- 
etniy. At all events, the Hajah could think of no 
better or pleasanter mode of expiating his sin than 
to hove this passK'e reiirescntstive, lie would, he 
said, be the faithful subject of this new ruler, and 
would onfy hold the royal lauds in his name, and ad* 
minister his revenue. Btit as there was no one to 
approach Juggut Singh tn the matter of power, the 
jurangemeut w'as Uglily saiiafactoiy to hituBelf, and 
upset nobody else. To this day the royal lands arc 
held in the name of the god Ragcnath-ji, luid his 
claims are recognized even by the pow'crs that be— 
that » to say, the}* are called Ragoaath’s lands. 

The many festivals wbicli are characteristic of Xu hi 
are to do honour to this tiny golden figure. The 
sacrifices offered to him ore of the fruits of the earth, 
hut the priestly ritual, os it ezisls to-day, promises to 
grow' niciie and more scanty in rev'ereiice and in the 
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tuiioimt uf tJmi! uUott^l to it. Is fJiirt to be wonilered 
at. f la it even to te tJaplored f One longa tluit a 
pnictical mifiaiott migbi leol its way into EuJu and 
begin aowtng Feeds of tnitl), and teaelt tjje people the 
happiiiGsa of temperance and goodness, and liie 
greater poesibilitlcs of their beautiful valley. If a 
Bchool eucli aa Mr. TytuiaJe Biacoe'a Kashmiri one 
were iutxoducedt there might bo ttome hope for the 
next generation, at all evente. Tli* little village 
school at Manali wna taught, by a preawKiud buy not 
much bigger than liifi soholars. To rcau me. Rngouuth- 
ji Ls tlie paramoutit deitj' of Kulu, but there ate 
others. One even aliarcss hb abode in the priuripall 
village, Sultaupur, but he la horrlly of much accuimt, 
seeing Uiat »»Jy bb little black poll has survived the 
wear and tear of time. Still, such as thi*rc eb of him 
makes a thin] at ihe Puja done to his wqiarior and the 
elfiphant gfai Uamtiuan. The story of the Dtinfpi 
god, which, by the way, is a goddess, is a qiiamt roh'c 
of mythological fable. 

She hsifl u rough induction to the temple above 
Maiuili misod to her nee. She started by l>ebig a 
deiuou, with a demon for a hrother, and they resided 
tuunewhere iu the rieigliln>!irh««l of tie Hah tang 
PosiL Tliey both fell under the destroying hand of 
one who had a inisaiim against, demons. 

The brother was Irilliiid, but perhaps on account of 
her ees, possibly bectmae of her brawii constitution, 
the little Uoriinba escaped with her life, although she 
was ssLzetl ami Bung far into the air. She fell with 
some force, one might imagine, and kikded on one of 
her small brass hips in the forest above ilaiuUL The 
spot was named thiugri, in ctumuemomtHiu of tbc 
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bruised ' Dungyu/ or hip. aiid llmt ww, we are told* 
the origiii of that beautiful spctiuieu of rnieient 
atchitecnue which bears carvings repreaenting both 
Buddhist and litndu religious subjects. 

TJie dcuioniacal nature of the presiding goddess 
would out, Lowt?\’er, as huinau sacrificoa were saiil 
to bax’e been offered tJiere. But all this, as a native 
once said to me in connection with some fine reinaina 
of ancient sacred atones io mtr own tieighlKuirbood— 

‘ All ihia happened very long ago, when the gods 
came down to earth !*" JHany of the picliireaqne 
temples in KuJu ore BUimoTiiited by an iron bird in 
the aame way tltal our church steeples are crowned 
with a weathet'cock. But the Eulu birds know tlieir 
own minds, and are not. turned about by <rv&ey con¬ 
trary brecM, and arc more like doves or pigecois than 
the barndoor rooster. 

It is jwsaible they are intended to represent pea- 
<x»cks. as the featbcrB of this sitcred bird ore used alike 
by the Hinduflof Eulu and the Tibetans and Bbotiaa 
to decorate their gotls* canopies, and their feni-poles. 

The Bashist god is a mortise-looking inipcnjonaiion. 
Calved vGr\’ roughly in wtaid, he iiibabits a rather 
gloomy temple beside the sacred hot spring which I 
have tefore mentioned. The first thing one sees on 
poeriiig into his abode are his silver slits of eyes, 
which gleamed at me, as much as to say: * You know 
and I know tJiat 1 am a fraud, and have nothing to 
do with that hot water yonder, but if tht 7 like to think 
so, well, let them.’ And as I placed four annas in 
the poor old withered hand of the bJear-tyed witch 
whose business it is to sweep the temple court and 
arrange fresh flowers at the feet of thia gaudily 
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attired deity, I winked back with niy copper-eolfuited 
eyes, aa much as to atiswer: ' Of course I know rliat, 
and this tmm is not for yon, but for Uer; and if it 
pleases her. poor old soul! first of all to lay it With 
the orange marigolds before you, the religious emotion 
will do her no harm, and is the b«?at she knowa* 

BcflidiJa that, I had really enjoyed some benefit 
from the hot sulphur waters, and why Blumld I not 
gho a trifle to the old dame who kept the pieomcw 
clean, whatever may have been the condition of her 
own person? Would that ell natuml euiatjve 

waters were so easily obtained I ^ - 

I should say, frojn hdef observation, that the fair 
sex of Bashist do not take full advantage of the hot 
water so generously bcatowed on them by Nature* 
One would think Uiey must be tlic cleanwt of the 
clean, and that here was a practical illustration of the 
old proverb anent cleaiilinesB and godfineafl. But 
not a bit of it', althoiLgh the very rock out of which 
bubbles the samed spring L carvetl with panels of a 
religioufl nature, and two temples are hard by- A 
vmy beautiful little specimen, too, is the domed stone 
building on the rising ground al)Ove the yiltagc^ Bur 
prophets meet with little recognition in tlieir own 
country, And so very often do hot springy 
hlcflflbga ere made too cheap, and familiarity with 

them breeds contempt. 

Certainly, if f dul see one or ^o women washing 
clothes of a blocknesa inexpressible in the overflow 
from the tank—itacU by that time aivd distance from 
tbfl fiouioe of an inky rini— 1 saw no local peaioiini 
ablutions, although pilgrims come fmro afnr to bathe; 
also the repubive haiidrewing, of trhicb I was an 
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imwilHug in paaauig an alirulslio group of 

BnahUt latlies sitting gossiping in the sun, partook 
of the nat^l^c of a dry shampoo, ahail we say? 

For all tJ]at waa a disimol faseination ntx)ut 
rlt*? viUflge iutd lI« Ktirliaus. I ah all certainly revisit 
it if r gn hack lo Manali jil: anv time, luid shaU once 
again climb that nigged stone staircase from (he 
merside, and look away again, as I did on those 
aeveitJ ocGaaious, from the dirt and ignorance and 
8U|K!£!jtilion to the purify of the snow mountains, the 
blticnesa of the aby, and the verdure of the valley. 
At such times tlionghts of a comforting nature hush 
one's on* of jmitost and appeal in the face of such 
soil And diirkuess, pliysical luitl mental, stagnating in 
these liaokwatem of the river of life. A whisper 
doafs to the car that Time, ns wo itieasuro ft, is but 
a day hi the Eternal Mind and plan, atul that, if it 
took millions of our yeara to rajso those peaks into 
the sunshine and purity of ever tasting aunw Ewun 
diantic wotem, how can we murmur at the slow up- 
lifting of mankind, the highest creation. Into light! 
The aftCEmuth of one is as certain us of the other. 
The transformation of Matter i» tlie proof ]H>si<tve 
of the transformation of that which is higher than 
31 atiar, although all is still in a state of txaiisitton. 

An nimiogy should lot offered here for such digres¬ 
sion and for the expression of platitudes, hu( they are 
forced on one Uy the contemplation of a picture in 
which only man figures as vile. 

The little guide-book by M. C, Forbes (to which I owe 
my thanks for uonic of my information about the Kulu 
gods) had dcHcribed a point of interest on the it)atl 
to the Kahtoug Pasa; in fact, at itu very foot. Under 
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a hig tpck a eoloiiy <»f anakea were ftaid to exist—aacted 
ones, too I That anakea shmitii be Tfgafded witli any 
f«eliijg!i save those of averaioa aBtoumift oa, and it 
ronundfl one of the Sag, or atiake woishlp of Kaalumr, 
at one time ao prevalent: it waa no doubt of tlio 
nature of fear rather t han of reverence. At all ovente, 
we fully iiitendcd to stop and put the poruiy in tlr® 
slot on our way to the Rahtaiig, The rack w just 
opposite the old, and now disused, bnngalow at Rohla, 
Wc were going to phice a eaucer of inilk—the price 
the snakes exact before they will show thenLselves— 
at their front door; Imt, uhu f the rnilk was piujked 
in the lunch boBhet, and for once the cootie cam-hig 
it had forged ahead instead of lagging behind U9, and 
eo wc were denied our annko show* 

It tiappcncxl that on the way back there waa no 
milk left , although the basket w'us with, us. It is as 
well, perlinprt, tluit Kulu still rcserv-ra one or two 
giirlite for OUT next 

We were now to leave Kulu for the rainy season. 
I woe longing to get my husband away from the font 
walls of the bangalow where he had si>e(it to many 
houre of acute suiTering, and ws hod heard so much of 
the breciitg air of Lulioul that I set off in better heart 
ftiftfi I bad known lor tlie hurt month. There was 
atill a haunting anxiety lest all was not quite right with 
the shoulder, but it was better to go on. and hope and 
pray for llie liest—a hope which woe mercifully 
reaiu:cd, as within h month he was again wielding an 
ice-Hxe, 

111 tiontroamug Knngra and Kulu. merely os tnnd- 
ocapes, with Lahoul and Ladakh, one to tempted to 
describe the two firet as the females and the latter 
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as males. Just siidL (lifferoiices wiiicb strike one 
bet^'eeo men and vomc» acem to exist between these 
iiiorjier and sister countries. 

Emigia and Etilu sing a soprano duet, tlie top 
notes of which on? their charm and beauty. The 
domestic side, the village life, apiiuiing and weaving, 
the smiling valJcya and eparbiing waters, tlie gradoua 
shade of forests, the fertile fields, the woodland gledes 
earperod with delicate ferns and dowers, with ifie 
grander background of darziingsnows and fine trees— 
all maintain the theme in the treble. 

Lahoul and Ladakh at once take it up with all the 
hannouj of Nature's oomiwsitioo, but they repeat 
tbe theme in the baas clef. They (ell in deeper tones 
of the earth's grandeur and solemnity. TK^ strike 
great chords, and present aa much contrast as one 
fijids in the music of Brahma and Schumann, 

And yet, of course, KuFu has its grand aide as well, 
and Lahoul has its lender spota Kulu has her grave 
moods and I.nhouI is adonted here and there with 
flowers just as a man will wear a buttonhole. 

The climates may be said to partake of Jhe same 
natures. The one more or iess delightful, according 
to the season, but quite different from the keen, 
v^roua, hreeiy, dry humonr of the other, 

Kulu is slichercd, and ber children spoilt, for ber 
tife is cast in pleasant Imfea, 

Laltoul is exposed, and nurtures a hardy people, 
whose motto might well be ' the survival of the 
fittest.' It is just as impossible to say whioli is best 
as it is impoesilde to pronounce upon the incrita of 
men and women. Each has its own character and 
charm, and to eujoy both couiem ns luiudi pbosure 
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&nd benefit upon their visitors as one eiperienoea in 
the fidendahip of both men end women. 

Kolu hi early July was not at her best; she "was 
jaiigtiid and trying, and it was with a sense of relief 
we left the valley jnat before the ticavy storms of the 
Monsoon arrived. 

The air the other aide of (he Rahtang Pese w-'as as 
different as the climate—as different a® iced cham¬ 
pagne is from tepid aoda-waier- 

To a walker, which b all I can profess to be, there 
is always excitement in crossing a peat—the neareat 
one comes to cUinbing a mountain. To nty humble 
collection of passes the Ttalitnng wa* well worth 
adding. The loat few weeks of anxiety following on 
tny husband's accident hod not left rue too ht, and 
therefore I acoepted * Watson's' khid flerv icfts- He 
carried me up more than lialfway, and was then sent 
back to join the black pony, aa both Ivftd to get new 
shoes for the rough roads of Lahoul. Tliey followGfl 
us ten days later. 

I soon felt tiie benefit of the iiracing air, however, 
and when we got up into a mass of alpine fiowera of 
every colour f was all agog to walk. 

The long gra® banka were covered with mauve 
primuhis end irises of many shadoa of pu^le and blue. 
Anemones and A.<iters, gentians and daisies, and the 
famous blue poppy io mixefi Uouquets, m gndy 
mixed as auv chikJ'a bunch of flowers, but witii longer 

stalks. , . 

The contrasts in the landacapc becanm more vivtu 
every half-hoar, Wc left the richly woOfled hills and 
pleasant paths of Kulu, and took to open downs and 
stony roads. Now and then wc mode a aliort cut 
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through gmss thick witli and (Jien joining the 

path again would round a rockr comer and fin d 
ouiaeivofi held up hy an hnpaaae of old a'V’akncbe 
anon', and wnuJd have to walk cautiously, for the 
anow had SlJcd up a ahady north gully and ohliteratcU 
any aign of a road, A path wiw beaten for us, how* 
ever, by the flocks of sheep and goato ahead, Gaddi 
ahepherda were cheering them on with noisy, oft- 
repeated ones of * 0-iesfi f and the aure-footed tittle 
beasts, finding nothing to crop on the snow bridge, 
were soon saiely over. * Wliere did they get that 
worf, now V queried Fiihrer the guide, somewhat 
ind^antly, ' WTiy, tlint is the word we use to our 
sheep.’ 

The only drawback to this pass was the distress 
over my huBband's poor shoulder, wluch waa r fmm ng 
him great ffufTering, esjreduUy as we n Hired the top 
of the pass. How he bore those ntarches I found it 
hard to understand. 

The month of Juno bod been a voiy hitter oiie“ 
sweet cherries notwilhsrAmlingl Tlie diaappoint- 
manl was acute, as well as the physical pain, and 
tbougli J had before now had cheering ^^xperieiio^ of 
whftt A mpid IicoIgt he still I couhl not hdp a 
grpftt anxiety lent there rmgbt be permanent injury 
to the ann* Recovery froni ati accideiii is tedious and 
trying enough when one tB numiuuded by iionie com- 
forta and atilled surgeay, but in the T^'il<!8 it mdenta 
largely on faifcb and courage ami patience. 

One a mvciibVe jMiwera ajo ako eorety tjyted to 
meet an Envalid^s (iertianilii, and it m often a cose of 
having to nioJce bricks without atraw; for irtfltanoe,^ 
oxim pilluwe can only be supplied by MtufHug j^iUg-w- 
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ifitb spare garinents, a teo|KJt Jiae do duty 
for & feediDg-cap, ajid bo oo- But some way of 
oBcapo v'crv often comes when one is in dtr® need- t 
shalJ never forget what pleasure I uopaokod a 
basket sent down by ciur Mrs, Tyacke one 

miimtng, which conteinwl dainty slices of hum t<*T 
my invalid's breakfast, for only that moment I had 
been ruefuily ecardmig n\y store*I jok, which was 
needing replenkhing, and could find nothing more 
appetiatiig in it than Worcester sauce, tea, and Sun¬ 
light soap. 

Tlie dei>reaaioo enuBed by the loss of six of the ^st 
climbing weeks, at the most hopeful computation, 
fcfko, was not exactly calculated to improve matt>na. 
Whflt we ahouM hai'C done without the help which 
was forthcoming from all within reach. Colonel and 
airs. Tyacke, aud the aseistant surgeon from Snltau- 
pur, T do not know'. 

I BhftU never feerget the joy with which I re^ n 
note sent bv c*>olic from the high camp of the climb* 
ing party w hen 1 was perched up in my little cottage 
at Kyclang some six weeks later, in which my husband 
told me that he hatl climbed n twenty-thou^id- 
foot mountain without any harm to the injurnd 
ahoutder. 

‘ tVo have both certainly been singuhirly unfor¬ 
tunate on several of our expeditions. I enn con¬ 
tribute a broken ankle and a senuus illness to the list 
of cuflualticft. But if wo have l)cen unfortunate b 
falling into pits, we have also been tnoro than fortunate 
in being helped out of them again i and t.his I add for 
the cnmforl. of other travellers. We are none the 
worse for having had to bear a good deal mow pain 
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and dbcomfort from the fact of being oitt of reach 
of home. 

Slfliiy people have said to mo that they cannot 
imagim^ what I find to fascmato tue ao much in tnoun- 
toio travel. It is not an eaay question to answer. 
The fascination mdsts, that is very clear; but it is 
bard to males flioso understand who are not [oven of 
Nature In hfir isoJafiun that one uounts the cost and 
finds it well worth while to leave the bouton track 
occasionally. 

There is rather a tendency in these days to prefer 
madding crowds to the haunts of Nature; atii), no one 
can dictate to another how he shall best- enjoy him¬ 
self, Some prefer the Gulmatge of the world, some 
the quiet of the mountains or forcsla, sonic the towns 
ajul theatres; but there is on open-air stage w’hieb 
ia always crowded with picture and iueidotit. antJ 
fortnnately one can get a stail seat which one pays 
for in kind rnstoad of cosh. Even the hard it 
costs is anything but misspejit money. ' Cliaoun & 
son goOt. It- would liore me inejqjressibly to sit 
and n'ateh polo or trail round a gf>tf-oourse when I 
might be in a Himalayan campi and my canips would 
be dulibod dull as ditch-water by many a devotee of 
the links. Live ond let live is the licai jKilioyi but 
still the thought occurs to one that os a whole we 
do all live too much on tlie town ddo oi life in Indian 
stattons^ne might almost call it the suhurlian—for 
we live in the country and far too often wear towny 
ofotliea. ^ It seems suiuehow incongnious taking 
smart- things to Kashmir, and the social amcnidea 
of atatioD life w ould be much Jtetter enjoyed if there 
was a lull in thi'ni and a chungu of play for a couple 


A LADY'S POINT OF VIEW ^ 

of ttiontha ill the year. ' Back to tJie land * ia^ an 
cxoflUeiit tonic, but ‘ People and ever people * la 
riften recotnmeiided aa a better one etill There is 
one tiling which one can only get iu open i^aces, 
and that ts, pure air. In no place can it compflie 
with that of the mouiitaina. 

Ill the keen, sweet air of the Himalaya lies a thing 
of great price, for in the plahia and crowded atations 
of India one's eanues are eo often assailed by im* 
pleasant aighte and odours that to get away on to a 
hilltop, where one may, without fenr. draw breath 
after breath with an ecstasy of delight, is in itself 
worth much. 

The fioeiit of the pine-trees m sunshine after lain. 
of the freah gxoas trodden first hy one’s own f^t, of 
roses and jasmine) bracken and fern; to press in the 
liand, os one walka, the juicy walnut leaf and inhale 
its fragrance', even the amtnatic scent of the wild 
fennel trodden on bare hillsides oa one toils upwards, 
to say nothing of the cool night brec&is or the keen 
mountain air of higher altitudea—all these are a 
thousand tim<M worth the lotoat perfume of the 
chemist's sull-ioom. 

To exchange a used-up atmosphere for one all 
untainted is to make one, in popular parlance, a now 
creature. Cioga seem to be stniok from the feet, 
and a load loosed from the ahouldets. 

It was with just such a feeling that we left the now 
played-out air of Kulu for the keen breexes of LahouL 

A doy in this air was enough to fire one to do more 
than paaatvely enjoy, so we left the palatial eighty- 
pound tent at Koksor, and went off for n twiwiay 
ttip up the Sonapaiii Olacior* 
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The wind above the river, although nU one could 
wish for in ^^uality. was, if anything, a littte too 
windy. Wo were under the nbeltor of a large rook, 
but the fine sand driven into every crevice of the 
tante by the searching Kokaar ivind—a veiy 
special brand—was a tjiuL Fully to approdali 
that wind was to make for grassy pastures, and this 
we did. 

A deliciously sunny day saw us all set off, a 

cheery party, with riiree stalwart Lahoulb to carry 
iny * dandy,' 

The dogs raced along in the grass, which looked 
^e a silver sheet, blown slantwise as it was; the 
fiowers grew more abundant eveiy hour. 

The counting of marches in the hills k, of courae, 
the hour, not the mile. In that wide, neutral- 
tinted landscape the bright hues of clio alpine ffowew 
supplied juit the note of distinct colour for which 
the eye longed; then one was able to appreciate the 
grey and brown, green end white of that eipaiiBo of 
hdk The river, now far beneath na, wound along 
\n auvermlejn:;*^ and tJie Spiti MountaitJjs fiUed up tlio 
horuoD with crystal pHsnw agAimt. a cfoudle® 
blue s%. We certainly breathed our fiU of pure 
niountain air that day, but indeed one never seems 
to be long aatisfied; we felt it almoat a relief to turn 
up at last into the Bbelter of the Sonapani Valley. 

Our grass}' carpet merged into a rocky, climbing 
track, more ficted for goate than myeelf, I felt at 
timesB, 

At last we emerged on to a lugh valley, where we 
lunched, resting against atin-wanned rocks, bosido a 
bubbling atreaim Our laden cotiHcs 
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bj, and copied our cxaiuple, wjuattiug down at dome 
little distouce. 

Tlie Kidt of the walk was too rough lor duuclyiog, 
and I found hopping over boulders could ooou p&U 
on one; but after crossing a uiow bridge and creeping 
up the opposite hill rather wearily, a s^ht of the 
garden of potentillaa up above chAsed away oil tny 
fatigue, 

Eveiy sliodc of which that flower b capable spreail 
out before iw, Criiuson, so dark os to be almost 
black sometimea, or so rich as to vie witli a poppy — 
tjoarlel, rose, pink, yellow, orange; tJia galaxy of 
colour was wonderfuL A perfect setting for all this 
brilliaiict’ was supplied by the silver backing to the 
leaves, stirred by the breeze. Our camp was pitched 
above a aballoiv lake of aquaiiiariiie tint, the cud of 
the glacier, which matched the green of our tents. 

I always think there b a special place m the arahi- 
tecturo of the mountains fllletl by gtocicia. To know 
that they arc on the nviva all the time makes one 
somehow reject them, ihougJi it b hard to associate 
the idea cpf perpetual uiotion witli a glacier. 

We were denied the fine sight accorded to Ftihrer 
and Lalbahodur, but we piombad ouraolvea that the 
next vbit to Lslioul ahall give it to us, too. 

Another equally lovely day saw us back at Eoksar, 
then bi^au the trek up LuhouL Cilaclers be¬ 
came a ootmnuiL flight, but tiune the less appreciated 
for that reason; indeed, we got into the heart of the 
moimiains, ' Surely we must stop and climh r,(iiH 
one, and that one, and iliat glorious one over there V 
1 used to exclaim. But the weather-wbc husband 
ohook Lb htfod, and rcmindnl me of the Itonaoon 


256 


KVLV AOT) LAHODL 

pressbig on our heeU. We must ge^ bejond Ite beat, 
and there were plenfj of nioutitaiua beyond, and y^t 
farther ou still, more tlian enough. 

Beyond cmeaing the Babboo, Bahtang, and a few 
other paasca, and a long climb up to the foot of tJie 
mountain dominating tnir Laboul cottage, where 1 
started with a generous handicap, J cannot lav claim 
to any mnuntaineeiing ou this e;cpe<ItlinTi. Tlie mag¬ 
nificent \’iew 0 f got «f the peak^not, of oauise, to 
bo compared to those which the climbers deservedly 
won—were nften enjoyed in an Mition Af luae as I 
lay in bed, wrote letters, or had meals in and out of 
doors, f do not mean to nay that I was never died 
or did not work at all fur my enjoyment, but a 
great deal was thrown in as an extra, free gratis, 
for nothing, and there Is nniliing to prevent any 
Ifldy from doing the oame; in fact, it seemed to 
me that the ordiniuy pedestcum, in Eulu certoiuly, 
gets far bottei and many more views of the anou's 
than aro to be seen on most parts of road work in 
Eiuslmur. 

Tliough tlie general colouring of LabonJ cannot 
compare with Eulu, still the former country has its 
momenta when it cclipsea the sister valley. The 
evening afterglow, for mstnnee, which tranaforms 
the snows and evei) bare hillsides into living warmth, 
is different from any evening effect in a more richly 
wooded oonntry. These momenta are short-lived, 
butffuod the tandecape with ruby, amethyst, and deep 
purple, and azure and gold. Here, again, the oon- 
trast in the two oountriES is marked, and the oAoTidbn 
of the setting sun in Lohoul is like the nite momenta 
when the reserve of a strong man breaks down and 
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he JetB hiimelf go, ajid for n fpw momfntB rt?vpfl.|« the 
duptL aj)d WAUty of bis nature. The colour did not 
even ah fade away with tlio hght. for wo noticed a 
peculiar sliwlo of clear violet which lingered on into 
the stailit night. The morveJloug cleaniess of the 
Atmosphere alloiived ua to see even more thitn the 
UflUai brilliant luasn of stars which au Indian night 
b noted for. 

Ail our camps in Loboul were delightfully unlike 
each otlter. There was some special interest or charm 
nbout each. one. The Kokaor holt, beside a two- 
TOOtticd hongnlow, was set in grey ami brown with 
aandy batiks and a full'-flowing river. We wesre right 
timier the mountains, ao until one cittnbed up some 
good distance one was unaware of the peaks above. 
A moat perfect day was spent ujjoq high moots lacing 
this pauuiuma of snows. 

The Sissu Camp was a perch on the hillside, with a 
pretty rural enfouxage of fresh ^OJts, willow^treea, 
and flowery meadows. One beautiful moiintaiti 
t^iweiod well tu view^ and great rugged rocky hilb 
rose on two sides. 

My husboud was by thia time able to take long 
scmnihles, and while he was out on a moounaissance 
I walked over to aoe the little Buddhist monasfoiy 
which Clowned a ateep bank above the river. TJic 
Lama lu charge woe veiy oivil, and let mo look uiu* 
the mnor room or temple. It was very humble in its 
appointment* hut had one very finely iUumiiiatod 
bojuier. The rich colours mid imtarnishvil gold atoixl 
out in hold contrast to the glootii and dirt of tlie rough 
little room. From the toonastcry I climbed up ua 
for as 1 could, hoping in catch a sight of the Bissu 
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CrlacicT, but it wiw blockwl by s niumitiuxi ^vliioh was 
bcyoud me* 

Tlie twrks were full of maxmots, aod in a fliwh my 
daciishupd was after tlietn, (Mifi I speiit ftti AUJCious 
boiir eearubing and wJiiatlisg. Just wHcn lie had 
enough, and not. a nioifinnt sooner, my lord quietly 
rGuppearod, panting his heart out, and wo rettinxed 
to camp. 

First of all, however, I had galliered hsmi the bare 
hillside a hand kerchief full of the hiadous ' blue ‘ 
grass for the ponies who had arrived from Eulii, 
They rolled tJieir tongues over it as if it wae tie 'beat 
French chocolate. 

1 tiuik I was uever so glad to see ouj bungalciw at 
the end of a long march sa tlmt ut Eyelaiig. 

The Gaphoti god most have cast bis evil eye on us 
tj)ttt day, f(>r tie nioruing began in a croaa-qtiestion 
and crooked answer sort of mood. First of all, no 
coolies were toriheoming, then a few straggled inj 
then the party divided up into two—always a fatal 
thing for a party to do—and 1 startod, to be over^ 
taken at Qundla by Fiiircr, We misuiideststood 
arTangcnienta, and thought we were to make a double 
march, so pressed on to Kyclang, vrhioh we leauhed 
At dusk. 

Onr tea coolie had tagged behind, and it ws* a full 
hour after our arrival before we got any food* But 
the rearguardt poor things 1 had come on our tracks 
at Gundk to hnd one meal where they had looked 
for two and a night’s rest, so they set forth on the 
historic crossing of on unknown pass by night. For* 
tuuatojy, by the end of this long day, the captions 
god must have tired of our do^ed puresvereUW and 
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soiiglit hiB jTPiil, as alJ well by 2 a,ni>, wJien 

I ri'galed my wet but triunipluiiit travellers rm it 
hcftrty tueaL 

Kyelwig it lite a Jmrbotic jWel—a muglilv cut 
emerald in a bronze and silver setting, fn plain 
words, it is m oaniB of green gelds and willow-plantefi 
water-oounwfi Kummnded with brown liillg and snowy 
heights. The baugalo^v was on a green platform 
above rkh fields nf barley, ami as we breakfasted out 
on the grass in the mnsbinr we fell a aiiiilijig weleoiuo 
to Laliout, We were all loth to turn our backs tui 
Ivydang so Quickly, hut the climbers were thirsting 
for tie fray, and so, after just, slartbg mi acquaint¬ 
ance, to be pleasantly continued kter on, wc set off 
for Pfttat'o. 

Besides calling on Mr, and Mrs. 8dinahe| at the 
Moravian mtasloii-liouse, we carried off some of their 
incomparable fitsJi butter and honey and bread, ail 
as good as only fresh fanti-ptoduce can lie. 

Our next halting-place was, indeed, the bock of 
beyond. It. was tike nothing but a huge mbbiali- 
heap wiiicli hml been forgotten by Nature's dust¬ 
cart, TJutc were charming bits on the march, and 
grand glimpses of inoiintaius and glaciers, imd tlic 
halfway house at Darcha had litea made notable by 
a draught of fishes; but the nearer w'e got to Patsco 
the more desolate grew the country, Willi its great 
Leaps of red, rocky earth anil rubbish it looked like 
a huge deserted mining district, miims the ruined 
houses one sees at mich places. 

Ptttaeo itaelf was uot quite so iinpossthfr, as, after 
turning a last wild corner, we came upon a wide 
pUin, on wLiclj were spread out many tiadem' camps 
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_B seco<? oJ busy l>art(Tlng of t<*n niwl t‘Jc, Tfif 

slieep, botli Tibiitim imii Lwlkm. vrciw fafit'inflfuig— 
the former with thea- hMiitifut fleeced wliteli they 
Uful brought to market; the bttor, brave little 
creatureSj making niarclie*( pact-laden with tea 
and salt. To mi* tliere waa an additioiiat pleasure 
in knowing that none of them vroufd ever he killed 
for food. Eveiy morning the diflereiil flwks would 
stream over the narrow bridge which spanncxl the 
htrbuk-nt river in aeamh of gracing, and cverj* 
evening saw thom stream back to their respective 
camps, 

] was ten days or ao at PataeOj and aa tn the ab¬ 
sence of the cUmbing party my walks were rather 
curtailed, I used to wander about the precincts of 
the camps« and watch the in tar eating biujiness going 
on rJiere. The shearing was quickly and carefully 
done, and the huge fiewres fell away from rather 
forlom-looking little aiuinnls, hut I dare say they 
parted from their large coats quite cheerfully. Leas 
to cany home, anyway. 

Then the winding and coiling of the wool Into ropes 
and hundlGB for transport baii to India was full of 
picturesque iticidenU 

The only flowers to he found in this arid region 
were a few blue poppies and a few stunted edelweiss. 

At all halts 1 did a good deal of the family wash, 
Fulling and patting, in place of ironing, and saying 
often a good word for * Lux ' and SuuligUt8oa|>. 

Uoiis^oeping grew a little anxious in places like 
Patseo, as there were nn suppliia, of course, and 1 
had three hungiy men to satisfy insfood of one os 
usual. Two of ihem were oonJSnnod jwrridge catcra, 
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and niillf was not t<i be h&d for fove or money. Wo 
nia<le Pxcnllonteliift, liovrevor, wilJi Emprote. 

In vi«'.w of fbe faefr Mmt very shortly tlie party 
would be mnmng it® own meaig, I divided up all 
Our stores into four baskets, one lor eaoti week of 
fioir ii]>KOiiC(% so as to inaurc tlicir not eating nil 
tie chocobto on ono raoiintsui when I had tiUTM'd 
my batrk; for my luwband wialief] me to go back to 
Kyelang when tlicy mmle for their Ligli camps, which, 
of course, were out of the question for me, 

Palseo was certoiiily a dreary spot to atay in ahne, 
and r knew it wouhl a conifort to him while ch'inb- 
ifjg to know r w'ae near fHoiida; but it was wifb very 
mixetl fcellugs (Jjat 1 set off for Kyclang, for her© I 
was within a march ajuj n half, and Kjelang was 
nuich mom cut oF from eveji news of thorn. Two 
days after they left 1 ivos able to deapateb th© in- 
valuable Kehar Sing aftor themi cured of his fever, 
anci bearing a batch of freali cokes. Then, ray trans- 
jKiirfc having arrtved, I turned hack to Kyelang, with 
the gootl Iritlc Gurkha youtlj, Patti Bahodur, my 
cook and factotum, one other servant., ajid the dogs. 

Puttii was gtowing a greater treosiiro every day. A 
born cook, once he understood our trays, and always 
willing and good. The air of the responaible, trusted 
sen‘aDt which he felt himself, and rightly, to be sat 
very quaintly on his boyish face. Alas! he is now 
a recruit^ and luoka aliyly at m© out of tbc tail of bis 
as [ pass the paroflo ground and sou bim in all 
tbe bravery of Bcarlot tap mul new ride. 

The inarch was nut us cheery as on the way up, but 
aJJ went well, ami I hud the pJeasuro of tiieeting Hr. 
uud Mrs. Itutinld, id Kulu, at t!ie Ijungalow.'. They 
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kincHy made me join them at tunchj for whtdi I 
rcAdy after a loni; vralk, even wlMi Wntflou'e aasia- 
tAiiee. I then went down iti nee Mr. and Mrs. Sekna- 
Iiel, who gave me all the in/ormntrnn about their 
cottage above, wHoh I waa to inlmbit. I was intro¬ 
duced to two dear little girls, ' MariecEten' and 
'die Dolley.' After tea I Btarted off in BOme ex¬ 
citement apiull. Watwoii waa weary, so f left him 
in A stable mu] walked; but [ bod not realtx»:d that 
the cottage was oue tlioiifland ihroe Iittmired ff«t 
above Kyelang, and it was a pull at the end of an 
arduone march. 

So thought my other .survant (Patti had gone on 
with tlie baggtigo), for I fonnd him halfwaynp seated 
on the hillside, weeping real tears, which drip|>ed on 
to the dusty path. ‘ Sliaboah(Well done!) I 
panted i ' it'fl rjnite cbse now,' But M-as it 1 For 
full another five hundred feet we cl[utt)Cd, The doga 
were even n little (iiwl by the time we arrived on 
top, and then I was enchanted and felt it worth 
a'hile. The approach was gnurrled by the mwajoii- 
funii'—quite a nice builrling. A few more steep steps, 
under shady willr>w-trcea, brought me io a little gate 
up fltojjc steps oji to a ferrace planted with juniper- 
trees, and there stood Pofti smiling, at the door of 
a dear little ilat^roofcd, iiind-plu^Uurd cottage. It 
was like an Italian <;ottage. A strip of veranda led 
into a cheerful parlour, w'here my auppcr-table was 
neatly spread. A hot hath was ro.'uly, an<I I fell 
oalcep to the music of a water-course which gurgled 
past iriy hedit'om w'indow. 

My waking eyes fell on glaciers and mniintains, for 
my l)etl was ciuse Ut the upon wiiidow’, and the most 
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pcrfr<!t air in ihe world isoon drew me nut cm tlie 
]]i<iuiitnm‘>mdeL It wa^ a spkndtci prospeot tnilj, niHi 
a fino day made nij h4?art Nght for the sake of iny 
climbcra. 

Needles to eay, I did not down to Kyeleng the 
next t-wo dftj-s, but strolled nbout Ihe precliicta of 
the cottage with the dogs, after having settled my 
small fMJs&cssioos into wall eiipboarrls and shelves, and 
set Patti and Iiis kitolien in order. There was an 
excellent Gemiafi stove in it, and we used to Inike 
and dospatoh by the post-ooolie fresh cakes to the 
mnuntaincera. 

To follow a wator-oonme to its high source is an 
enticing object for a walk, and morning and cr^'ening 
1 and t])C tilogs, wlio could safely race ahoul to ilicir 
hearts' content over miles of hillside, rambled about, 
I was out by ee^'en, and rarely in to breakfast till 
ten o’clock, and grew fitter and better iwery day, 

After two days' rast I went down, by invitation, to 
tea at the miasion-houfie. The work among the 
Lahoulis done by tlicsc devoted Moravian miss ion- 
aHcs is worth description. Its practical uatuie cannot 
fail to produce good rosulta, and it is indeed to bo 
hoped that it will never be albwod to lapse. 

I waa asked if I would like to jom the Sunday morn¬ 
ing aervice, so tlie Sunday after my installation at 
Tingstc Cottage saw me leave that snmiy little eyrie 
at nine o’clock. I had to descend one tlioiiaand three 
hundred feet, Imt was acquiring ' high lungs/ and 
made shorter work of the distance than at ftrst. 
About still three huiulrctl above Kyehutg I could see 
the flat roofs and ^cru-colourcd walls In a sea of green 
Adds; 1 coukl ulso hear die church gong receiving 
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liifity «:iivikci3 from isfiiue zmbu« litcJe diristinn, ho 
J iurried down ah fast (w J could, Jcftving the doga 
umioi a tiro with tlicir attomlojit, nrid arrived just in 
time. A omuli congregation was assembled in the 
^hnabels luUl. ami a volimtaiy was lielng played 
by Mrs. Sclniabeh I was given the Tibetan tranka- 
tJons of Home of our liymns, as well os tlie Paolms and 
Gospels, whicii, imtumlly, I could only follow by 
instinct. I was inunensely struck by the revertuice 
and bcurtMcfia with which the people, men and 
woiuen, joined, ojtd even the childreiD, when a well- 
known hymn or prayer was said or ating. 

Aa to the sbigiug, it was really remarkable to hew 
those Tilietou Lahoulia singing the fino old Lutheran 
chuts ond hymns in their own langtisge. Their 
voices could not Iw calltsd musical, Init wore not much 
less true to umc and tune than a village congregation 
in one of «nr least muaical counties at Jiome. 

There is no church in Kyclong, and the school¬ 
room was nnd^ repair, so the people sat round on 
the floor, looking very- nice In their sober woollen 
drosses, which were reJicved by bright silver uma- 
wifii fltiibfifj turquoise. 

The two very apparent change® wrought in thoso 
p«op!c by their oonversion ore, first of all, cleanli¬ 
ness, which ^eems tJieir plain features; and, bcaidea 
that, a ocrtaiii look it la difilcuJt to describe. A i^ldtit 
might say ' they- lookttl good/ T!j» look, adilod 
to cleanlineas and the cheery, hutnorDua exprossion 
of the Mongolian of countonauce, [iroduced a 
i&td that was very nttraotive. 

There is no doubt flimut there being somethuig in 
the Mongolian quite diEEcrent from other native® of 
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liifiui. There b ii tenAenesa mid {raukiie^ about 
them, phvaiciilly and mOTiilty, which b somehow 
lacking w ihe ordinary [>eciple. Thi^* are not odtural 
intriguers, and they ant nntiirA% geiierouH and opon- 
liandcth The sunn on at t he sen^ice just described 
waa preached by Mr. Peter, a pastor from Leh. 
He U a diient speaker in Til}etmi, and certninTy 
held his audience, to judge by their quiet attention 
and look of appreciation 

r wa« asked to stay to the midday dinner, and also 
to tea; and while Mrs. Scljnabel was busy wilJi the 
children B Siuiday-flchool, sal rending io Llie Rimtiy 
little parlour. 

At dinner we all engaged in tivety and friendly 
coiirersation over the reLatitmship between Germany 
and Engtand. Mr, Peter's opinioit was tiiat war 
would jm'cr be lightly oouilwi so long os we be* 
stowed tlie wlvantage of Free Trad© on hb country. 
Mr, Schnabel is a resen'bt, and earnestly hopes that 
he will n<wer be aununoited to fight for the Father^ 
land, tie is salci enough in Kyetong, however niuch 
the autlioriiies may wish to reenll tiim, for between 
December and Aiay the pitas is closed by the stem 
decree of winter, muJ the key is yielded to no one. 
Again, be is fairly safe from May to December, os bo 
would Irf) stopped at hia fimt march down the vallej*, 
and be returned to Kyclang on parole. 

Our tea that afternoon was graced by the cider 
Miss Sctinabel, lit do Marlechcu, who is about four 
years old. My heart misgave me over that deJicato 
little snowflako of a ehiki. How would she face tlie 
severe winter 1 I have been very thankful to hear 
skiiiu! that she la much etroiigcr. 


2m KIJLU ANT^ LAIIOITL 

TJjc sinatlcr stator, 'dio Dolley,' is as rolmst and 
sturdy its pmssib^e^ and pmnii^s to (m* h grwit cliar^ 
act'Cr. Tiie vfliod r^n^tstian of the day. Vo toe for 
Women, finds an ardent supportor in Mias DomtJiea 
(label, of Kyelfliig. SJie breaks everything which 
she lijis a fancy to break. Even the gentle non- 
militant sistor^s pfoperty ts not safe with her. The 
one cheeri^ safeguard for that honsehoid, howover* 
is that * die Ifelfey ' does not number a hammer 
among her toys, and tiuit tliere la no danger of her 
evei resorting to forcible feodiiig. She does justice 
to her food, and helps Marleehen at meal-time more 
than at play. 

Mrs. Schnabel is splendid at all household avoca¬ 
tions, and her storeroom was my envy. T met for 
the fiitit time in India tlic oiccellent German ‘ Zwie* 
back, and was granted the rec^e. Throughout 
these three weeks we ahio had many a cosy cliat over 
our needleivork. It was quite a privifegc to join in 
the dining of ' die Dollcy's * socks, for I fee! Biirt 
she will nmke her mark m the aeti^ world* Litth 
Aiaricchen s BfidcB, t<io—^the s Ain e ahse ^ her sist^r^s 
liiid ntanj a hndng prajoi* aewn into theiii, that 
tho^ little feet, nnight live for many a and carry 
fhejr gentle owner into IjHppy lines. 

Their mother ig a fine woniaiip with plenty of 
bright; lijiimojtr and plucks Tho fonneir is a valuable 
asset when one tivos a life of rather drear^^ muthiei 
aiitl nitint need9 mairnfftcture most of one^s fun at 
home. The word * pluck * is but on imuhiquAte one 
for iJifl (juality whicli sustains suoli oouls in 9 ucK 
plarea oa fJistard Kydang. 

The pathofi of these livcii atTuck me verv 
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forcibly as I walkot] from iJlo wil{oa-shiu1cd path 
leading from the house to the ' Qotlls acre ' bolow* 
For, enclosed wiHiin stone Tii'altfl and enterefl hy n 
gate from the lower garden was the little cemetery, 
fidl of graves, Dndcf tho [jrrttecting hranchea of 
willows and poplars rested the breltee of two children 
of thift family, as well as those of several other small 
lioya and girla There are memoriai tablets to nome 
adults, too, hilt the greater proportion am to young 
children. So doubt, the heiglit of Kyelang—ten 
thousand feat—ia a tryhig altitude for a sick person, 
and tho heart fails qiiiokly under such aiCiitc illiiesscis 
as pneumonia. Fortunately, for anyone in ordinary 
cotidtHon it is a healthy, altJiough a rtgorous, elimate, 
and no mstnrial genus, at all events, can prosper. 

Tlic long climb Imtdc txi my cottage porch altar 
such dnya out was no doubt very salutary. Apart 
from any physical benefit, these evenings wero in 
themselves s pure delight. The sc«nt of ripejuTig 
hay and meadow flowers was delicious, and the 
piirfunifid nir grew moro keen and reviving as I fol¬ 
lowed I,hr ascending zigaag path. Tt is very steep, 
and our soon acquires condition while leading a 
healthy life in that glorious air. The evening son- 
Itglit was coating and amethyai ligtita upon the 
mountaino, worming their anowy tops and glaciers; 
mid the green of the 6cMa and wiltow-treca was 
vividly allot with gold, while tho clearest of skies 
domed the whole heantifij] scene. 

Ah J piiHAcd the farm which goarda the Approach 
to the cottage, the cheery farmer's wife c&me out to 
greet me, promiBing the evening^s milk in ten minutes ; 
and tJien the walls of my little mud but glowed 
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Uuwugii thtt tiees with a wonu ochw, and at the 
gate, getting u bit uiixioiu at luy b«ing out late, 
fltofid Ttitti, with bis kindly wekomitj bolding the 
{lOst-bag—fbo English one, too, seut up by Mr. Luk 
I Aik, the postmivsbir. 

The arrival of a panting ociolio with h letter of 
good QBwa from the clhnhing party gave tlic cbeeriug 
(ouch to tbp ending of my peaceful Ltthotd-Til>fltBti 
Sunday, 

1 became bo ruucli attached to tiat Tingate tJottage 
that I oottld not help ahethling tf^ra when we had to 
leave it, and I think the most bcuutifii) %‘ihrations must 
fifiill cling to the walls aiijce the daya when the * Fnth(» 
and Mother,* as the p<wpie still coll tliem-—Mr, and 
Mrs, Ht^de, by whom the cottage was built over 
fifty ycorB ago—were tJie parents of the eaifsion. 
Ccrlainly an inefTahlc peace seemed to invest the 
humble little abode, 

Tbe roaeon of its building is rather delightiul. 
During the old Russo-Afgban scare the Hej-dus, 
fearing a Ruosian raid, cFceted Tingstc Cottage as a 
place (d refuge, l>cijig at such o safe height above 
Kyclang. It reminds mo of another Russian score 
story wbicli is told at tbo eipense of an ex^haploin, 
now deceased, in our own station. He is said to have 
buried in his compound seventy thousand eggs, 
oguiitHt the Russiutut,* as tlie maids sav. There is 
an idea that, in consequence, that part of the station 
is loss healthy than others, 
f felt so keejify, somehow, what the two houses in 
Kyebng must have been to Mrs, IJe^de ^hcr hus- 
baiitl is now dead), that I could not refrain from 
writing and telling her of the happy tiuio we wore 
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spoiicling in Tiiigstc, ajid how I cnjoywl nw walks 
aknig till! water-coutaeii iJiuy IukJ pknttid. A Rioyt 
npprcciativo lerttcr came in due time in raspouMt and 
I think it plfiuflcd the old huly to think that others 
beaidea their own community recognized their IamI- 
mnrkz, were interested in l.heii oh] home, and could 
testify to the fact that all wan prf»spenng. Mra. 
Hoyde niuat be a wonderful womflo, for at her a<l- 
vanced age eho ifl the corrector of the tranaktion 
pmofa of those parte of the Bible whicli are a till tieing 
added for the use of the Tibotan-speaking people. 

Naturally, I did not ap«nd the whole uf my lliree 
weeks, or nearly that, at Tuigste on the tnotmtetri'- 
Hkle. There was plenty of much valued tune for 
reading and writing; also for conking, alUiough, 
shared with Patti, that was not ardutnie. One day 1 
hod a lunch and tea party, couaEstiug of tiie mission- 
house faintly, augmented by two mi^ictd mlaaion- 
ories from Chatnba, who were spending a few days at 
Kyetang. Print-Uig photographs, developing liose 
sent in by my hualMtnd, aiid wnshiug and mending, 
with plenty of meditation, filled up ail odd ajHtces, 
and made the days paas happily, until that extra 
special one dawned which hreught tbti climbing party 
back in grand health aud spirits. 

With a geucroua lunch-buaket befitting the eon- 
quering heroes, Patti, the dog?, and 1 slipped down the 
hill I iiffw know so well, and spread the repoat in the 
veranda of the wooden baiigaJow. It was grand 
meeting such a troop of hard, brown men, thin and 
burnt with work and nx]H)etire, and thrilling to hear 
all iJmir fcate in the mountains. Our doga were sad 
to port ivith the ‘ Batcba,’ and went more softly 
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next, tiny. Ho was site 1 1 n jolly littTo rascal He 
led tbcin tniti all their escapadan, and lieadad Hia 
wild dasliaa after young ohiknre with wliitdi filia daily 
walka were etiltveiled. He used to race along ratiier 
like an autotuatic toy, with a long pink flsane] 
tongue hangiiigutti of black india'nibber lip^ ‘What 
an hisaltbig dcacrijition oJ a valuable aporting dog f 

The Batcha used to fileep on a mat in ir^ room; 
hut one iiiglit 1 waa awiikeijod by a tlismai howl 
and, trachig it to ita source, foiirni the ptuir Batcim 
had been [eft in the parlour. He waa ait ting itj the 
half of a stiudl * pilg^ * basket, which fitted him 
like n jclly-moidd, lifting up his voice hi deep self- 
pity, Very noon ho waa happily jwttled on hb own 
mat, having recehed a brotherly welcome from (he 
other two dogs. 

We al) felt sad at hreaking up our cheery party. 
The ctinibing diary was very gratifying, though, and 
we had beautiful nicmeiitocs in the boxes of tiny 
negatives carcfuliy stored awny. I was quite ready 
to enjoy a i6te-d-i^e with my husband, and was 
looking forwnnJ to the rest of our tour back tlimugh 
Kulu, though sorn' that his climbing was over and 
had been so curtoilci]. 

We spent another delightful ten days at Tingste 
CottAge, and bad a line sorojiible nght op to the 
foot of Machii, as w^ell as many rambles about the 
mmintoin-srdes. 

I suppose we uU have some favourite colour in 
flowers as well as fabrics. My epociid lovea are blue 
fliiweis of every itescrlptlon, and tho Idue Tibetan 
poppy cOmea high in the list. Not so high os the 
wonderful b{>Pcimen I found years ogo in tlic Wiirdwan 
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YnWej li^yond Knshmir—^timt st^Dcls^ aWc DtitiJ I 
&i]il its rcpUca—aiicI oti the MjicLu tuuiLUt-tim'uide I 
fouTKl A ditfiip g^wtng iti a ro^k; cave, ns humbly 
liiddon na any violttk 

I hsid ftevcml father liiuuinlouBacrunibles after these 
plants, never noticing, in my real to get seed-pods, 
the stecpijcss of the hanifs, and quite obiivioua of 
scratches and gruttes until aftomaids* For I 
Actually did manage to bring away some seiad; attd 
then aomo imp or goblin, probably in old go<l Jamlii's 
ompIoV] mtiAi hnvee]dni(d the pAoketnway until the 
sciwing season hud pusBod, for 1 could hi id it nowhere. 
It will turn up, no doubt, aonie ulay, but Lhom is 
Hmail liupe of its camiiig to any good end, 1 uiti 
very doubtful, all the same, of coaxing this poppy to 
grow At our much lower altitude, if it takea after im 
brotheiA tu the fiesh, for Tibetans caniifit survive 
a plain's temperature. Teu thouimiMl feet above the 
level of the sea ta til c bw'est at which they tire happy. 
The finest spectmen 1 have ever seen of this blue 
poppy wQs growing on the Trogbal Faaa in Kashmir. 
The plant measured forty-e^ht inclics ut lengtli, liaul 
fifty-six flowers, buds, and seed-puds, out of wliicli 
twenty-ooven were in full bloom. But the blue 
poppy of the WardwAU is fur more bi'aulilu). 

Of course, we were seeing Lahoul in the most 
debonair of moods. Ii: is not hard, liowover, to 
picture what a diUcreiicc there must luo during the 
winter months. The short winter days and long, 
dark evenings, when the snow ia sUcnily falling and 
piling up into deep drifm, must more than ever accen¬ 
tuate its aloofness—a contrast, indeed, to tiiu hot 
pkins of India, with their bUiaiiig suiuhine and 
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pATchtng {icltls. Bitoli vivlrl <H)iitrasti!i aid brought 
liotiic to olid tho more mid irHvdIs in Imiia, ittul one 
id tempted to widb things troro more fairly appor¬ 
tioned. Wlienover wo go to a forest comp, our 
Iiidi&tt servants—and we ourodves, wliai is more— 
sigh for the waste of wood fueJ and iioliniited water, 
'What a boon it would be m our dry frontier station, 
where botli are Limited L What would not Lnhoul 
give for some of the ge^imlltj of the plains, and what 
Ijlies would not some of the cool breerefl of the high 
HtinaJaya bestow on the languid, flat, bw-lpng 
ground which extends for liiindreds of burning 
miles ? This planet lias surely still to come to its 
golden age I 

The tiills—tliat madeqtiatp wonl wc ttsc to express 
any rise in the earth's crust, from an juit'hiU to 
5Toimt Everest—the liilk arc the most highly dowered 
luirta of tlie world, and their drawbacks even malte 
them more beneficbl to mankind. From a physical 
point of view, finer races are produced wham the air 
Is pun;, j»a at higlier altitudes b of cimrsc the ease, 
and where men are forced to walk up and down hiU, 
and to make more ellort in all their lunvementa oitd 
pursuits. I oertoiidy think oil the hiU*folk we meet 
in the hills are hotter tn every way than the people 
of the plains. 

The long winter days in Kyelang have been coH" 
sidersbly lighted up for ihe Lolmulis by the miaaion 
centre, and firelight gleauiing on the busy knitting' 
pina plied by the Kyelang women and girla as they 
gniduaUy cumplete tliw large orders for socks and 
stocking and other woollen goods placed during the 
summer boforc they are cut ufl from (lie post is by 
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no mrans tl.e only or tlie J,rjglite 3 f \ight now spread- 
mg RTfiijnd tb^ district. 

I’Jie Biiddliifun of Lalionl is debused by !nng «nd 
mcro^ing sijj>en,tition, and has fallen from ite lii»t 
high idenl. The spirit has Jled, leaving but a withered 
ooqwc. The Lamas go regn Jarly every winter through 
llic appoiured yearly reading of their scrips,iires. We 
saw Ikv)1c$ ujton books of sge-wom manuscripts in 
^dy lacguerod wooden covers. They are kept in the 
borary rnoks of the monastery. TIibsa volames ere 
c-rrisd round to the vilkgw. and the I^moa hitlel 
themsefvOB upon f.hoir flock, receiving food atwl Jodgbg 
m letiirn for * mnkiug their Houk' Pay by day 
they gabble through the books. Ofwm, prohubly in 
a tiDusehoId of tncagre menage, in order to get 
through nsore quickly, two or three Lamas will 
read aloud at ihe same time; but tio one listens. 
Religion w the monks business, not theirs. 
Nothing iould furnish greater ptcof Lhaji this utter 
mdtfrerencje displayed by die pwipJe tlicmwlvca tliot 
the spirit of their religioti has [massed away. It has 
dcgcncriitc(i into fhe letter, and also into demonology. 
TJie winter is also the tiin© chosen, and well 
chosen, for the gre/thig in of real truth, and iliero ta 
hope for success, for the lierctlitary capacity—one 
might almost say iustmet—for asaamiUiting nbstraci. 
teaching is n« important factor. Rut the wisdom of 
tliose who have tonght, ami are teaching, iu LUionl 
IS denionsUal^-d by tiw suceoso with which pmciiec 
1 .“ (jombiiiwf with theory. Jt i* a triumph that 
the Clirjatian fanner is also the uiu«(, Buct.t-aaful, 
and the flock still outside the fold tecognise the benoflt 
their uftigUbouis hte enjoying. 1 do not mean for a 


27-t KITLU AND 1LAU01.>L 

moment ihat » any Hintinct favour oouforrcl 

iij>nn converts, but tJieir faces speak for them. 

The very fact. Ibat tlic sacred ph/nse, once preg- 
nunt with mystical Bigniacaiice, is nmv ft mere cha^ 
committed to prayer-wheels and fluttering flags ' hi 
vain repetition' is only another sign lliafc the letter 
has Diajtod tUo apirit. 

At the some tlnm^ one cannot help feeling to a 
certain extent the remnants of a religious atmosphere 
as one wanders round < his anck'iit monastep*. Though 
the ideas depicted on its walls are baibario, nm'erthe- 
loss, the U'ftutifiil coloure of thofrescoes, the silken tox- 
luTesanil lovely hues of their sacred bimnera; the dignity 
of tho figures, notably of the Bntldhs, and the 
ings of fluch humble flowers and fruits as the jiooplc 
can furnish; the jnuHical tones of bella and gongs; 
t.li(? soaonma roll of the drums; even the Lamas them- 
sdvea (whim they are Hober), in their robes and with 
their dignifie»l mitm, .'tetended by their acolytes^ 
nil itiese religious nccompaiiimenta, hiiak and shelf 
thrmgli they now are, wait an echo to us of Romish 
ritual (thtmgh the Tibetan ie, of course, far more 
ancient), all the more remarkable for the obeeiire 
setting in w hich it exists. 

The Miiravuin mission anning I he Tiljetaufl and 
iehoulis was eterial in IfM. In this year the first 
missLon-house at Kyelaiig was buiJt, and liiose wb^j 
since shaken by earthquake, ore (till of memorire* 
and have witnessed uniny ecouos of Iiomo life* Ajiy 
far-off wltloment of a little band of devoted pwpic 
who are giviug the beat years of their Uvea 
to help ofchcni oommaiids one's respect, but a 
special >Jitniiration Is due to aucL os arc uut o 
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for hfl!f tho year by a aiiowy Ijnrrifli' like the 

Tli<‘ Kev, A, W. llvytlfl iiijtt a Eriewil, Mr, Piigell, 
sUrtod the first wf>rk io ljd,f,n I. Fmm tJiB beginning 
If. was run on fimurical ns well uk apEriiua! iinea, and 
♦licy entered into the agncuJtumi life of (.he peasoiifa. 
They were soon joinal by Mr. .iosekbo, an able 
hrignist, ^vbo gatlwmj his infimato knowlodge of the 
Tibetan tongue from Ids long perirai* of rcsidenco 
with tlie country people. Ho e<nn[n1ed a dictionary, 
ujid framed a grammar, and tramdatcfl tht" New 
leatiinient into classical Tibetan. Bat Mr. Hcyde 
and hifl wife ((i>r aa a bride Mrs. Heyde arrived in 
Kyclnng, and did not leave it again until *he left- it 
for good, forty-throe years latwr) bocamL- groat edioljuB 
also. Th^ revisetl the New Testament translation, 
putting it into coiloquitij Tibetan, tnojo ©osiJy 
taught Uk and underatood by, the humble converts 
of tbo peasant class. 

The old dwelling-house of the mission was aban¬ 
doned when its top stdiy was wrockeiJ in the earth' 
quake of lUOC, and a new bouse on a higtior, healthier 
site WHS the gift of fsabeiJa Bud (Mra, Bishop) aft-ir 
her VBit to Eyolong. She spent two or throe weeks 
m the cottage I love. I have lately heanfl from Mr. 
Bconabe] that he has been able to repair the old 
house, w^ will he vety useful for school daiises 
and servicta. It will be a pleasure to Mrs. Heyde 
to know that the wabH which ore so full her of 
incmoriee of joy and sorrow (they lost several chiUron 
at Kywlang), and the ocene of so many anxknw days 
tn the early year* of their wnrk, are not to crumble 
away, at any rate, tti rJiw generation. One feels 
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sure tliut (Jiicourfigeinont will oomc, Ab it in, fclio 
niuuher Las more thwi doubled iu the 

Iltst five yCftTB. 

I could not liel)> vividly picturing to mysdl, na I 
turned the comer which hides Kyelnng from any 
further view of the toad to tlie outer world, the last 
farewell of the venerable Mr. and Mrs. tleydc, m 
they loft it with almOfit breaking hearts, never to ace 
it again: for, after all, exile though it wm in a 
eense, they Iwi made it tUeii home for over fifty 
years, and had given up their life anil home ctfde 
ill Germany for the saWc of the Tibetana. 

And now the Schnslwla are following in their foot¬ 
steps, though, of course, tlio greater ease with which 
the voyagie to and fro is nowadays aecompiiBhed luakcs 
it improbable that bistory will ever quite repeat llio 
first fifty years of tlie mission. 

The Blciiy of the other pioneer and bis wife, who 
also came out as n young bride, is a stirring one, Mr. 
and Mm. PagcU started the centre at a place in tlie 
Upper StilJcj Vidley, called Poo, also in the year 
1666, For eighteen years they worked there, often 
terribly dcpressMHl, but persevering in the face of hU 
difficiiltica, and thoy had many converts. At last 
they botli fell ill fl lielicve their illness was imtcno 
fen-er). At all events, they becamo convinced that 
they cjould not recover, for they had their oolBns 
au<l siirouds prepared. It was in the winter, 
they vrere cut oU from all oommiinication with the 
outer world, and could get no help. 

Fortunately, tli© fuMr wife only survived 
baud throe days. He died on January 4. T 
l>ocir brave Mrs,' PageJI, feeling her own end was near, 


A LADY’S POINT OF \TEW 277 

)»i({ bCTW'If hi liw* cofliii* Shi* ditt} ©« JmiuaTv 7. 
Tliey were burled by (beir cojiverta, and (be heiul- 
mim oI ihe viUn^ at once ^led up tbeir effeets; 
and when, in aiistver lo the siui nowa and appeal 
from the TiJjotan CliristiuJui the fidlewing May, a 
member <ii the miaaion waa al>le to push through fo 
PfKi, he fbuiul n{J in perfect fuxier. 

It i& difficult to ima^ie anything braver or more 
pathetic. Mr. and Mre. Schnabel rhemselvca had 
cliarge of this centre for some eight years, uud une 
of iJieir little ones waa buried ,in flio uunaioii'ljouae 
garden at Poo. They Iiave now been working among 
the LoJuniii Tibetans for eigljieen years. 

Our return to the Kulu Valley found it in the 
beat of tempeia. The local grxls, having piesunmbly 
been sAtisfiGd, gave m> lurtber evidence of annoyance, 
and wc were allowed to pursue our way in pence 
without receiving threatening messages. 

The (irat nmreh on the way back from Xyeinng I 
miule alone, not feeling quite competent to climb the 
TiJliu*n, arid I w'as quite glad to have lokcu the 
road, as I Ums saw the junction of the two rivers 
the Chandra and Bhaga. At the sharp right angle in 
which they moei there is an impact of the two ationg 
currents, which break into w-hite surf and tbwi ripple 
on together, W'aahing a silver strand. OtherwiBe tho 
walk wa* mthcr u dull one, if one can describe such 
huge country by such a w'nrd. 

But os 1 approached Qundla, where we intended 
to stay two JajTt, there was ft splendid view of the 
Gnplian Mountain, and also of tho Tlinkur's seven' 
storied fortress residence. It stood out most effee* 
tiwly in its rmh brown stone. 
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on n linger iix^k at rlib oulruiico to tlie 
Tillage, rough lujt Euiproaaive, were two IrtTge figures, 
moat prohftblv T<?iy ancimt^ 1 ahonlil like tso have 
been at tlie lirliat’e elbow wliou lio worked out his 
Hieus in f hut delightful Ofien-uti* atiidio, 

In (fpite of misty wittitlier there were everj’ now 
and again grand glinipaea of tbo Qumlla Maaatf 
towering above the rivitr gorge. 

A ].)crfect[y lovely crojutiiig of the Rah tang followed 
thri'e days of incessant rain. Everything Bf^arkled, 
and the Spitj snows lit up the diatniioe entTniidugly. 
We found a very different clirnate to tlmt we hu<l left 
in early July, and the contrast of richly wcxuled 
forest hilla and grass after severe Lahoul was an 
enticing one. The flowciH were almont ov'or hnt 
tlicre was no tack of colour, as rhe autuiun tints were 
already showing in hrilliatit touches auxongst the 
dark fnrt«t trecji^ oihI it was harveBt-titUe. 

The trip up the Hamta ^'a^lcy was the nest novelty 
for me, and lam aure it gained l>y keeping. I shimld 
say tluit Llie autuniu was the best titnu to vtsit it, 
unless one went in very early summer, litardng 
ahead so os to take a gentler pace on a rather hot, 
steamy afternoon, I walked through the tcmiced 
rice-ficldfl, now iMjaririg a fine crop, until I reached 
the first vdJage, and ant down to aw'ait the re£<t of the 
party' under a splendid tree which shaded ihc little 
village green. lu tlic stone-paved vourtyorda of the 
tdlugc hotneateads the scent of hot hay spread out 
to dry was very pleasant, and siiffidently puugL'nt 
to more thau hold its own among other otid Icaa 
Kivoury odourB, 

Vety aeon 1 was stimmnded l>y atariiig villagers, 
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ajid wc cn^ged In a tentative convemtion, chiefly 
on the topioal queationa of crops ami chiliiwn; and 
the weitthcT, of crjume, had to be discussal, Prcaj- 
ently^ Jiowever, 1 discovered that the plauaible 
gentleman who assuring me almost ad ftaustam 
of his willjjigiiesa to serve me was no other: chau the 
inhuman wretch w'ho had refused help to my huabnml 
when he passed through this very vtUuge, lioriilly aide 
to creep ahnig, ao severe were hia sufferings. All 
tliat had been oakal was that a mau lu^ht bo scut on 
ahead a Jiiattcr of three juiJea or so to tell me, so that 
I might send out help. 

In one moment 1 was ou my feet and ahaktug the 
duet of that place off my feet, but lK:foEO [ went 1 
made the ca-lambadar (bosd-rnan) understand what 
I thought uf liljiK He had certainly been ruduced 
by the authorities from his office, but as it devolved 
on his brother or son, he was not made to smart very 
Hcvorely for his gn>ss beluiviour. 1 liml met with 
slmihu' collmieness on the march up to Kulu. 1 laving 
had to leave mv ponv behind on aoajumt of a girth 
gall, and not yet Imving made the dandy, I went 
lame on the iiutrch. A man passed us on a pony, 
W'hich we l>egged him to lend ub, on hire of course, 
for a few miles, ns he was goiug m the some ditootiou. 
But he was by no incatia a good Saniaritan, and 
galloped off, leaving me disappointed to the verge 
of team. He was a trifle less hard-hcaruxl than the 
other man, as he told another man to bring a pony 
to meet ub; but it only sjived nu; a short mile, uii we 
had nearly reacLai the end of out walk, and my 
tether tooi. It was my flraL attempt at riding nsLrido, 
and very bard I found it to stick ou. 
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1 H'Rfl \vt:U up in the nutgnific^nt: forest of (icaxlare 
which Ittt to the llAmt^i when my titisbund overtook 
me, anti ihen I wa^) quite |;1 a<I Ui get a lift in tJie 
ono-pofe dniiilj to a col, where wo reatwi and hiuJ 
hiDcb. 

More beautiful fojvat brotighr us (n mi alp, where 
we ifODti aeJocttxl a chainiing camp. One day we 
went farther up the valler, and the better half of the 
party pueheil oii up to a good height in oider to 
photograph Tndru Kilt&h, It waa too far for me, and 
BO 1 sat and guatx1e<l the liim'h-basket under a grove 
of tlie finest hirch'trees I have ever aeen, 

J tried bo sketch, but how Jiopelesaly, the ofijxaiite 
bank, with its ailver lacing of birch trunks and golden* 
brown btadicn. Every now and then pcnrly-grey 
b^ds of wilfj pigeons swept acroau quite olcwfe to me, 
disappoaritig into cleftii of the steep cliffa, thon swirling 
Out again and vanishing, only to reappear higlier or 
fowler down, as the fancy took tihem, Tliree hours 
later the siirvoy party returned, bounding down the 

graua slopes and over rocky places like sti nmiiv 
gouts, uiid soon were enjoying a miscellaneous Junoli, 
witfi a dejssert of tea. The walk home to camp was 
just ono of those occaaions w*hicfi live in the nietnoiy, 
every look, every step, every breath a delights 
On, the wity down to Maim I? , which was to bo our 
laai sojourn in that attractive spot, I saw the slippety 
hank m dte Jjamta forest which had been tJie scene 
of the accident. The clay and the angle at which 
the hank Is^y were Biifiicient to provide a nasty slide 
on a wet day, hut. as is SO often I case, it seemed a 
inookcij' Uijit go M'Vi!ie hu itijtuy iLhoiLk] liave occuitctl 
liiw wlmi rtjjiiJy ikuigpnnts i^^id moiijitaina 




TH4n 











A LADY'S POLNT OK VIEW 


281 


Imd E>cvn auccGaflfully ctiginc^rotl. Tliaiik G<xl lUt 
iiie scriouff climbs met with no revomc. S<>me 
tliree or fou? yeuia ago, when I broke my ankle up 
in the far hills, it Itappenod in the veistida of a bmiga- 
liiw. T waa tohi a/tonvaitla tliat people liml oahl Unit 
if I would go ciimhhig with my hnahanfl I must 
expect suf‘h tJiinga to happoul ILither aeant syiu* 
pwthy! Still, the fact remains that both these 
accidents might just ns well have occurred in the 
aaffl preeiiicls of the ciiuUimufnt. 

A deligliLfui InvitiiTiion hud oume at this time 
asking me to stay with Colonel and Mrs. Tyacke at 
their cottage two marches down Uie rcjiad. So on the 
uiorniiig that, my husband iinrJ bis Gurkhas set off 
up the Manali Nulloh I started about eight o’clock^ 
and, w'iUi my ilog, readied Roisan hy liincii-tmie. 
The troublesome ankle had by this time grown utiite 
strong, ojid I Lhorotighly ctijoyerl the walk, which 
w’ound along the river bank, 1 oame at. last, to a 
little gate into the lane leading up to the house, and 
if the tuounuuEt-sUes and the Kidu folk Itad Lcun 
fluLtractetl, I could ha^T imagined luyiielf in a pretty 
Erglish garden. A smiJt but vrdhkcpt lawn stlt* 
mmided the house. The veranda was bright with 
buskefs of hanging geratuuina and creepers atid [>ot 
plants, and s hedge divided off the gayest of little 
flower gardens. Guni'trces and loqimts iu a aliady 
grove protected the vegetable garden, and flue walnut' 
trees gave grateful shade to the other sido of the 
house. Under one uf these my tent was S'wti pitched, 
and every now and then a ripe nut would drop at 
my canvas door. 

That evening we Imd a pleasant ramble along tlie 
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Hvcr dose by, iiriit of ulJ phasing t;lirf>ug1i fidila d tall 
make and ripening wheat, then ucroea the rvaiU and 
on to short tnrf, delightful to the feet whioii hail for 
ao niony woe Ice been occuetoined to rough stony 
pafiio. The flocks we hod so often mefi wore now on 
their way down fco graao on the sweet- gross vvhicli 
Bjiringn up ofter the mine* There w'ere rumoure 
of leopards in isofisequenoe, but ive saw none. 

J’ho next morning reminded me ttnicli of hi>me as T 
crossed tt dewy lawn and found my host at work in 
his gnnieit, tyhig up somo of the lovely carnations, 
which soon pmv'idrd mo with u buttonliole. Bt^ses 
and hon^suckle rambled over rustic trelliacs, and a 
host of bright Jiuwcia ocenied the air. 

Coloue] Tyacke was an ardent plintographer, aiifl 
so we had touch in cojiunon on ihnt aubject. With 
glee f seked and carried off to iiiy tent a new photo'' 
graphic periodical, and promised luyflolf a happy 
hour witli paper and pendl when I should full ivith 
open eyea into the trap skilfully bmtod w-ith novelties. 

I spent a very attmetive afturjiDOii, altlumgh my list 
went no further tiiart my '^vriti^g^aiae—the fate 4d jill 
lists from catalogues, it seems to me. 

These evej>increaamg tuakea of cameraa, plutea, 
papers, and ' jints ’ are very seldom ooed by profeo- 
stotoj photographers. They know wliat a limited 
amount of paraphernalia ia really indtspensahle, A 
good lens and any eon of dark box, provided the 
plates are also reliable, correot exposure and 
deyelopuifint—these are the .Alpha and Omega of 
photography. 

The gift of a VcTBscope camera ojh] a perfect brand 
of Ilford plates aud developer mode my work simple. 


A J^\DY^ POINT OF VIEW m 

Must of ihcisubjoctH liod bccJ) nil th&toould be ilesinxi, 
and very feiv failmaa reaiiltod, forUinately. 

Before IcaTing AtaTiali we Jind packed with great 
PAW An d consigned to die Pest mas rer wif.h many 
anicioiia foreLodinga our precious parcel of ilevolepetl 
itogalivee. It eecDiwI a for cry from that little shed 
of a post-ofllw in Kiilu to Bfonl ami Co., Ejigkisd, 
and no amoittit of Inanrance nmiicj dohM oompeaiate 
us for [h^ss or breakage or give iis back these records 
of mir cheery party atul tlie aLrcniious Jays of 
iiig And conquest. Still, wb had to triut to luck, and 
filially bocic farewell to our packet and left it to 
aocomplisti its puniey, atarting iu the company of 
humlrtxls of pounda of appIcs'—a black sheep in its 
waterpruof oovertug atiimig a flock of white fruit 
baskets. Weeks of jmtient, or ratliei impatiemt 
waiting must elapse before we could hear of the 
safety of our platofl. 

Nntumlly, a afmtimentd iutoreat attauh^ to any 
object, over whiuh one Jios spent time and trouble— 
often, indeed, a value beyond its mtriuaio worth, 
Sfjll, one may lie forgivon tJite in iho ease of pictures 
which one may never be able to repeat. 1 had 
thought it best to develop the expo^ plntoa in 
batches os they were taken, and with only a dark 
bog in wliich to work thk was by no nieaiis t®sy, and 
f used to emerge bot and dialievelled from the airless 
folds. The washing of plates, too, when on the march 
is a worrying [lerformtince and a precoriuus one. The 
l>est place of all was at dm little cottage nl. Kyelang, 
as a wattir-course fioweif pEist the house, and 1 ctiuJd 
arrange a dish full of pbitos and leave them safely to 
wash. 
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II we uflod to Umg ffjr oolour-jvtnt^B fn owlof lu 
record the f>zqiit3ito rouge of tints of tie Ktilu Volley 
during those two tuoiitlia after we letumed from 
I^Lout! If only one could have rejirodiiced those 
rich harvest scoqc« of orange and amber arul crirooou^ 
of rose and golden green, with the sparkling back¬ 
ground of anows and sky I Perhaps some day it may 
be possible. 

The women of Euln are well worth photographing. 
They nn: picturesquely dressed, wear fasetnatjiig orna¬ 
ments, and are genemlly well featured. The grey 
p<iny at Eaisan Cottage was groom tsl and petted by 
u pretty s[Mscmjen of the local niatroiiB. She was the 
wife of Colonel Tyacke*a syce, and when 1 took her 
phatogroph was quite rwitly with her best oxpreMjon. 
She had been an expensive young lady to her hua- 
luind, having eiist him forty nip<?(!s before coming to 
grace his home, and J am afraid to say how nuich 
more later on to acoompliab tier return from sonm* 
Lfidy else a I It is a pity that tbeso dviliaed-looking 
girls and women should have anch lax nmrab, and 
mucli spoils the pleasure one feels when greeted by 
their ooraely smiling faces. 

The influences of their reli^ous aystem and their 
many gods has no practicul effect upon their Uvea. 
Cunning and oven barefaced lyiiig is a thing t<i l>e 
proud of in Kiilu eyes, and if a tiny child can deceive 
bis mother lie is looked upon as smart and protutsing. 

1 pitied poor Mrs, Tyacke with her domestic trials. 
Tljere is a seamy side to the cliarois of life in 
Kulu if one ia to make e^'en a temimrarv Iioiiic 
there. 

The local people are impossible &a house-servants. 
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and the unpoTtcrl oihjs Imre thoir heartB in the 
Panjah, and cati with dilHculty ftiul high wiigea bo 
indneed to stAy- 

But jionc of f liese trouble* apppaml on the swrface, 
although, Hfl a housekeeper 1 could gnUfp their 

extent, and I knew quite well that moat of the dainti* 
nee* ol boUfif and board was due to the gentle, kindly 
chfltelairie herself^ But this was not the only acoora- 
pUahmejit of Mtb. Tyacke. She waa ulao iv great 
nportawoman. ns onyono w'ho has reod her hw»k, ‘ How 
I Sliot my BfsuM,' can testify; indml, Colonel Tyaoka 
wouki prouilly insist that she was the better man of 
the two wilh a rille. dhe waa coiwageouB to a dogi^. 
and he told me, too, how, wlien they were tracking 
bear in the nullahs, better known to no one than tihein- 
selvra, she would wave a red flag across a ravine if slie 
saw tracks in his direction. 

I foi^ I am no sportsman, and have never loved the 
handling of firearms. Ou one memorable occasion, 
when in my teenSi 1 did actually hit a bottle floating 
in a pond, at that time fl very favourite amusement: 
nf my brother’^ But alas! 1 was even diaiiiflliiied 
then, for I had fired with my eyes tight shot, and b^ 
only pullwl the trigger in desperation. On tliese in- 
glorioua laurels 1 have rested ever aince. Again, I 
must repeat tluit the Kuln folk are hopeless as do 
mesde servant®, mlding a note of surprise that they 
should not eagerly jump at tiie chance whiuii is much 
sought after by other peasants. The mwou very 
probably is that tliey an* too well oH, ami noiihor 
deairo nor need to make the oJlort nor wbiU to utirtail 
their liberty. Their ‘ days oil/ as it ia, exceed cveu 
liioae demanded by (he British dninestio serviuiL. 
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The local fair days correspond to oiir BftiUc Holidays, 
hut esMCcJ tJiftic in number, and most cmamJy arc 
nioTf jtbfixal ill rafreahnientB. The Kuiti folk have 
far too many meny' jousts; moreover, they require 
not only the day itedf, but the day after in Vhich to 
retsfver from its libations. 

Provisioning im Engitab table in Kulti oven with a 
fiittipJe menu k not as simple a nuitter as might ap- 
F/ir. Chickens ar® not kept hy Hiiulttis as a rule. 
T1i 6j inegrtnd 4 pouluj ymtj in mtit5h tlie same riLaiiiiM- 
as a atabAmmodnn regarrl* a pigatv. Some will im¬ 
port them for safe to Sahibs, though, of coum. any¬ 
one enn keep jKiultiy who aettles in tho valley. Beef 
ifl barred luituralty. Pish is gimerally presen'ed. 

rocenes are almuet prolilbittve in price, owing to the 
ten daj-3 coolie or mule transport before importarion 
into Kiiliu Game h subject to times and acasons. 
A» to dairy produce, in spite of splendid graaing, the 
core are so inferior tiiat there is a great scarcity nf 
and bbwetkly parcels of butter from the plains 
wow tJiat it is not a local product. Vegetables and 
fruit can be cultivated, but ore not on sale, Kice 
and mutton are the main products, and pall after a 
time. 

To go intimaudy into the subject of food may 
seem beside the mark, but it is eidar|^ upon beesuae 
fluth vagvie ideas exist in the mimls oi those who have 
not ^ out-of-the-way places. Some people 

think one lives on native food, some that one gets the 
{»I of Ike land for nothing. Neither m a correct idea. 

Jji »or^ i)Br(s of tbi' country one may ho foriuuate 
iii getting more variety, or have a ratlier quewtionable 
praeut tiiuat mam imo^ftcn by way of bread cast 
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iJic wAtcTs—hut the fact itimabia ihut nnlitiary 
camp fare r^jiiires a h<paltliy appetite as sauce, for it 
is confinecl to neccseit-ies os a rule. Cue Tivoukl 
aahanicd of saying one Iwed bo eat anj'a’here, but one 
certauily' rc^'erwfl the plirase in CJinip life. 

A n d BO much the better. We genwaily start for 
the mountams primed with good riMolutions toteduoa 
siipflrfluoita tifflue, Init our means are fairly Spartan. 
A frleml oaoe put me through a string of quostioua 
sniiicwhet in this fnsltion* 

Mrs. M.: ‘ WIiqI do you do for l>utt«r i Do you 
get it by post?* Mrs. B.: 'Oh no; wo never eat 
butler in camp/ ' Do you go in for many puddings 1' 

■ No, wo don’t care for pudditigs; wc get what fruit 
we can/ * Well, one can always ninke out with jam.* 
* Yea, but wv take very little iam,' * I always cany 
a coop of chickens, and have freeh eggs daily. I 
have never tried that: wo just get them when they are 
to be had/ * WliaI alwutpotatoes ?' 'Ob, we cut off 
potatoes—too fattening/ ‘ You take plenty of tinned 
tilings, tiien ?’ ' No, as few as possible; they are W 
cxpcnaive, and increaw* the Joiida.* ' Of wuise, if 
one begins the day with a good plate of porrhlgo 
*Wo never touch porridge.' At last my friend in 
dcs|>fliT Uirevv up her hands. Theii what 0(i earth 
do you live on—air t* I leasBunx! her that we hod 
ample food to keep eoul and body toother. 

At the same tune, there are tlirec imporumt items 
J woiihl nov(!i lie without, and thuy arc tea, Wor- 
ceatcr sauce, biacuitu, and flinca our trial of it last 
year, tirat cxcellont food called Emprotc, 

If the smatit difhculty could be compiiMed, a 
aetiiur's life iu Kulu migUt be iw pliJiisaiil as in British 
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Cjoiumhjo. Offirials, of cfiursft. atv noi (jviyj.lo,] 
Uiy: wflj, for a M alwajH woitli whilo to work for tiio 
powers tl<at he, so thmks the native of most ijjirta of 
where it is not ^vorth se^-Jng anyone wC^n 
not he eipeeto’d to een'o you; hut the ser^'ftnt c|io?stion 
la vety fnuch gri^tor out here, wliorc one tjanuot witJi- 
oiit io6B of prestige live us ono can in any colony. 
There is grand scope, however, for those who arc 
fond of gnrdening, for the conditiona in KuJti arc 
moHt favourable. Alost of rJie aetticta in the valley 
<Woto themselvoj chiefly to fruit culture, bat I can 
tma^dne building a houee on u hilkiJe, ulearing the 
ground, and Bnallj kyttig out a terraced garden, 
rictiire tJic fascination, when all was comp fete, of 
ending the march by a clittib up from the road, after 
iMeadmg one's way tlirough fields and a sliady liuio, 
and finally otmibingup through dark forest, to emerge 
on TO a tmaoe hlaaiug ivttli floweTB^genmiuras, bo- 
gom^^ and a lifts! of tjjo home favourites which wruikl 
IJouriBh in this lovely volley* to p«ue paths under 
pergolas tjf rambling roses, and cutcb the I jaunting 
fugruxiee of mignonette Hiid luvender and sweet briar; 
or in the fijiringiimc u> watch all the bulbs lighting 
up the wiid ganleit, and spreading a goiden carpet 
beneath aombre dcodara. It would be a delightliil 
1 enture, outl pernoiuilly 1 believe I slmuld prefer it to 
British Columbia. To come tipou a cultured garden 
in u wild setting has u speclHl piqinuicy. 

The little cottage and gurtlcu at Koisan was just 
an inatonce of touch of home ami iridividuaiity 
tihich uioat Brithilj pcoj^lc do contrive t*.) i]u|iart 
wherever tJiey take root, and uoi only Ikitidlmrs, by 
any ijioiiuii. Thu contrast bet.Tvcuii East atul West 
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makes one long to Imikt it liridge to cotmeoi tlio two, 
and ao cone tho jKtrn of giving up so mndi to wiiich 
one clings. It mokes a groat dMorenco bnngmg n 
fevr of one’s houodiotd goda out to a Btrange ootLntry, 
and it is a joy to live in a cUmato wLicli admits of old 
Ijome favourite flowcifi Itoing grown. Certainly my 
Indian garden luul ilte flowerji of the field out hern 
have counted as real friends, nnd hav« paiutod many 
» dull Of lonely day with cheering huca. A w>tJier*a 
wife must often be left at huiue, am] a great aokce b 
to be found in dowers, Ihoir tending, or tbclr gather¬ 
ing in iJie country-aide. 

It was with pleasant and grateful memorit^ tlmt 
w'c took leave of our kind hosts at Habtiii. Illy tins* 
bond rctiimed 1o pick me up, and spent Iwo tLtys 
here after trying to (.face Piihrer'a footsteps in the 
snow on tlie scene of hb late triumplis in t he Ulunali 
Nidlah. Apart from enjoying the beauty of the riul- 
Jah, nothing utuch could be done. The late rains had 
me]ted away firm tracts of leaving a heart- 

breaking sulMStratum of huge boulders over which 
frothixl a sea of rank vegetation, only redeemed by 
the glorious giant balsams. 

After passing througb my ftrat camp in Kutu, 
Entrain, we went to vbit the village and peciplo which 
hold theftuteh’ee w aloof Itotu the rest of Kulu. The 
walk was a steep one os we climbed tlie forest 
spur, end I was thankful for my dandy, though I 
constantly walked for pure pltsaaure to the iirbp nix. 
Wo enjoyed the moat perfect view liom tha ns 
we reated and lunched. 

If the climb up hod been steep, the deacuui was a 
ladder, and set at on acute angle, too. For three 
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thousand foot we followed tho Mugli twclcy stops 
which led UA to tho brink of the mysteiy which has 
Jievtt been reailj: plumbed to its depth* The anoeatry 
of the Mfthma folk can only he somiiBed »t. Tbero 
wea gfjod jreason for tho very few pijople wc suw, as 
they were mostly away han eating, hut it seomefl to 
add to the hedge of hnpenotrability w^hich already 
BiuTtiunded them. Under the guidamie of two men 
we made the tour of the village, having slipped off 

our boots and put on aoinc very nice string alipptitB_ 

a Kidu i^pccialty. 

It seemed like a deserted village. «k> silent and 
mp(y, and even the few women we met hardly cast 
a glance at tis from the shelter of the cowMike htKJcU 
they wore. The young men, with their good looks 
and ptcasaiii smiles, ivere, I vroa going to say, much 
mule approachable, but they ware of auoh inex- 
preasible grime that I preferred to admire them from 
a distance. 

To take up one’s camp-bed hom a oomfortabie 
£nglish home and a lateHlumer ezistence and set it 
down m a bivouiic-tent on a forest ahelf was quite a 
sectional move. In Switzcrlaml it b a common 
thing to dine at (aide one night and sit around 
a hut-fire the next, but in the Himalaya suob an ei* 
panence is rare, and makoe one appreciate the good 
points in both. It is aa sunple os stoppiog ons 
iwpi to onotheTt and oiio Ukea to the simple life so 
cafidy. Tho early rights ore perhaps one oJ the beat 
factcUB in a Nature cure. In these days most people 
burn their caudle at both ends, for nearly all are early 
riacm in India. 

Then the deilghtiui oeesatiou of that peti 3 ' perse- 
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cution knowu ofi ' chlt^ ' (anie») aiitl tko muliftaa 
ititemipiioiM of atatioii life art* Isv'o more blessings. 
And perhaps most of ail tho seven roduoiiod of 
morcasiug irapt^limenta of ‘"tilings/ for howm-er 
chonuijig and appoientljr ticoessary t» oqq^s life oil 
things of beauty aiuj invention may be, still to do 
without tlisin for a while sots as a tontc. To oast a 
thought at such times to a London shop SKed with 
every latest novelty is (o lniiig home lo one how 
very JitiJo ts absolutely necessary to true happiucss. 

Tho post is one thing that cannot bo diapouacd 
wiiJi, however. No one acouatoracd to hearing the 
postman's rap every few liouia can gnngo the excite* 
ment with which the traveller watches for the post- 
rtuiner. The cyoa wandoj a doKon tinifts in a minute 
to the first »iHJt at which he can be seen arrivmg. 

Books and papers, as well as letters, become of 
even greater value than at other times. In fact, the 
enjoyment of all realities deepens, and the return from 
camp nearly always finrlK one m bettor caoc, body and 
soul, than at the start. 

At first sight one would soy that the members of 
any eamping-porty who have the best of it aie those 
who can acliievc moat, either sportsmen or mmin- 
taiiiccrs; but although I have to play the port very 
often of cainp-keepur, 1 Itavo my days, too. Some 
of the best of them ore the hsifway meetings, when 
1 can spy the returning host, or have news to guide 
mo to meet it. The very detighi of such mceiings 
rtweals to one what the mnaiou has been during some 
climb or few days' aboeuoo. In spile of the growth 
of faith, there ore bound to be auxiotui hours, but 
these are forgotten in the thrill of hearing the history 
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of whflt iuvs occurred. Up iq tJie flolaug NuUali tJie 
dogs and 1 hmJ »5ver»! deligiitful ifralks or ecroitibies 
ov<u‘ fiijow to wolconie tbe climbcra, with the oonqueAt 
of tlic moimtains still \’iviflly present to them. 

Say wliat people may in scorn of mountaineering, 
it still remains a mngiuliccnt sport. It calls forth 
qualities the of which cart but ennoble. 

There is nothing sTnnlh nothing aclfinh in it. True, 
there arc no silver cups to lx* won, no trophies, except, 
jierbaiis, photograi^hi, to bring home for the udom- 
uictif. of walls. Even in the world of adventure it 
fiieeiiiii to come second to any Arctic or Anlaretic ex¬ 
pedition; but it is tfot alwoys record cltmhs which 
reolly rank highest, fox they often call for lre.s in 
every way, with tlieir letter outfit and provtsioning, 
than many a stnaller one. 

The more one knows of the Iljhmlayaj fiie more it 
is borne in on one how little hope there ia of seeing 
more than a tithe of Ibcir wonders. That one |aiii 
of feci should penetrate all their rcce^sas or climb all 
their peaks is, nf course, Imyond the wilrlesf possi¬ 
bility, No motor-car can rnsb from end to end; even 
viaita of flying-niachines would not reveal their en¬ 
tirety, They must be visited on foot in onler to b© 
fully appreciated, Wmt a blessing, though, tJiat the 
Hiiualayan world can never be vnlgariaod. Eortiin- 
ately, it would not pay to have funiaular railways up 
Nanga Par bat or Elinohenjaiiga, oven if it were possible. 

We are told that Kashmir is ' pkyed. out.' It 
rather depends what port of the liappy volley is 
meant, Poesibly Srlnagai' and its environs or Oul- 
iiuirg might thus lie deaeribed, for they are over¬ 
crowded cvcij' year, certatiily; but there are many 
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ptlH-r hills and miirga which would make ideal camp. 
itig.gTou.nd9, though, most of thein arc prohalilv (airly 
well known to aporteniun. The work! scctna to bo 
growing too gregarious, to its own Joui But tiicre 
are still aonie who crave for the healing springs of 
siletice and space who would revel in inany se<]iio 9 - 
tcred spots in Kulu, as well its in the overrun Kashitiir, 
The ctarp for golf Ima a good deal to aay to the (tvor- 
cmwdiiig of <TijJnutrg, It, ia difficult to imdorstsnd 
the enwto for 'company' end games to siicli an 
extent, at all events, which mahoa every hour spent 
alono witfi Nature described as ' so dull/ After six 
Tuonthfl of station life one would fancy it a tidief to 
vary ojiea daily programme, and to pack away smart 
clothes for a mouth or two; but the round of atatjou 
life is only troiiafcrred to a spot that tn cool and has 
a view of the snows from a iitcriio-ground. 

Blit the Hinia.laya can never f;c played out, even in 
quite easily reached districts It is absolutely tn- 
cxliaustible, and that is aomething to ho grateful for 
in these days, when one often feeb cribbed and 
cabined for want of space and Itlierty. It gi%^es 
one a seusc of wide possession to roam over hill- 
countiy whore t.hore are no notices warning one off. 
There is certainly one other reason which prevents 
a certain number of people from going off the 
beaten track, and that ja fear. Of ooursc, it is a 
question which no one penion can decide for another; 
stilt, there is no doubt that in the davs when tele* 
graphs ami railways were leas oomnion people were 
necessarily of tougher nerve, aiul f very much doubt 
if they wero not the better for i(. To be within reach 
of a doctor is a boon in some ways, but a weakening 
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fflclorp too, Ajj 0 rulf*^ ouo <ff> lit ^ii<l wt?ll Jjj 
fliftt tho cboiic^ of a floeto? being required rare, 
Aecrdeuts will necuf mrerywliere* but if no one had 
ever token riaks we ahould be a eony race now- 
PerstauaHvi we have both been fliugtilajly unfor¬ 
tunate in meeting wtih Berjoua accidents when out of 
reach of medical aid| but we nrs none tlie wurao, 
thank God f Onusilenug the ^'ciy fatof ejida to 
iUncad OT sceideut when nut. iu the wilds^ I ivm sure 
that the gaiqo is wortJi the candle, and have enlarged 
OH (he subject iii order to encounige some w'ho wotikj 
d«^ly like to travel off the beaten rracki And yet- 
dare not put their fears tii their poeketa and cultivdte 
faith. We build nuiny bridges to meet trouble which 
we are not called upon to ertm The great thing is so 
to tty and increase ones kjiowledge as to be able to 
treat ordinary illnesa or accident. With anytliijig 
acute t hem is URunUy ^nie way of Cflcape, 

One of Our chief rcaaona for going up the Parvat* 
tiya 'Valley w^aa to soi! the so-called boat part of Kulu, 
i don t know tliat I on joyed the aceiiery more than 
dmt of the main v'all^, and for one who is n walker 
only, and not b climber^ I ih uak I sltouM recommend the 
niaiii Kulu Valley Bjt^u The snow views are certiiinly 
finer from the main road^ The mart:b from 
a village perched on u field ahelf, was ratlier stony at 
first, but when we iicared the hot. springs of Maut^ 
karn the accniay improved every baLf-mik. Wlmt 
would not tho housGnmjds of the eotintry-house of 
past days prior to bath-rooms and hot-water tops on 
eveiy land mg have given for a iiatoral ho^-water 
supply I Kd need then to rise nt siac o'clock in order 
to pro\ddo fliifiicient warui batJis for the lariiily. 
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Ho?? often one remembora sbiTerfng cm the brink of 
two mclicfl of cliiJly wotcr bocatise tfie mnldjt haA 
oyerslepi fbemadveft? Tlmt was never tlie nxmse 
given, however, 'Cook sap. os Jjow the botJor 
wouldn't 'eot this morning/ woa tlir reoaon allrginJ. 
BoiJore—man-made ones—are kittle cattle to deal 
with, Not so thwe at. Manikam- The hot aprings 
steam away day and night, winter tuni summer, and 
when, after a tiring march, we arrived at the htfla 
ban^Jow, T aakeii tJiat my bath m^ht be turned on, 
an old man outside just removed a wedge of mnd 
adiich had turned tlie fresh stream into tJio river liatd 
by, and tn five initmtea cKo atone tank iuMido the 
dressing-room wos fuiJ of hot water, and moat re¬ 
viving it WHS, 

The people at Manikorn seemed to take mucli more 
advantage of tJjeir natural blessing than the Buabiat 
villagers. They also boiled their rice in the reeky 
caldren beside the river, and it was amusing t© see 
them f is h i ng out the little bundles they had thrown to 
ludf an Itour ago. 

Next day's walk was lovely, and might have been 
up a Scotch glen. The river ivaa larger, of oouree, 
than a bum, and had still enough elmming waters to 
hurl the great logs of wood on their down-stream 
journey. Many bgs were held up, though, anti we 
spent some amusing minutes watcliiiig and speculat¬ 
ing on tlie chancoe of piles of wood which here and 
there eeemed likely to spend the winter in retreat. 
Sometimes one Jog would touch them, end thou almoet. 
the whole lot would joyfully oontiiiuo the voyage. 
They remuidod r>ne of couui^-fnJk eagerly seeking a 
town life, and uneoiutcioiis, like them, of the piK^r 
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wdiniigi' in l(^Tmg fomt, river, and beauty for the 
nr)ige atid ilitar and turmoil of tlie railway and town. 

1 wiahird we could havp found some of tlie fiimoua 
Kititt aappbirejs which were at one tijjie found in 
abundance up >bk valley# There is a story of a 
I’anjalji Bahu wlm cjimed off a duster full of genis. 

During the two days spent at Fbulga I loamt the 
eixenuousncsa of chikunD-fibootiug, as I acoonipanied 
(-h<* EpoTtsanan in some of the mildest of his aeminbles. 
After breathless foreing of one's wav throtigjj ttiomy 
liufdica and ovct loose stones I was nearly precipitated 
down the hillside as a covey of birds suddenly wbirred 
lip aUiioef. in my face—most startling 1 But I was now 
in much better condition, and able to join mj hus¬ 
band again on our road back to Bimia, for the end of 
our trip was well within sight now. 

If onfy Jihi were cleaner, it would be mther on 
attractive spot to stay a day or two, especially for 
Bporhamcn, as it held a good many chikore. The 
iittracdon to me was the ct>ontry round, and the 
situarjou of the village, which in perchcfl on a shelf 
of the hilkule. J distributed bore, us I had done at 
intervals all the post months, spare tina and a bottle 
or two. Tbi’se were always coveted by tJic conn try* 
people. One gratefuj woman brought me a present 
in retujii^a lapfu] of poppy-heads, o useful item for 
a medicine cupboaril. Another poor soul come creep* 
tng down to my tent, but not for tins. She begged 
for medicine, and ! made up a mixture and some 
powdem which could not kill, even though they could 
not cute. 1 hoped that ih^ might for a time ease 
her pout aches and pains, and her faith that they 
would do this went far to make liiero of use to her. 
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\Yc dM\ not come ncmss many aiek IoUl ^Lh a rulo 
Mmply haunt oiie'ft tftnta, (hiiJ fiiiVtf the great<?!Ht., 
most footchtng faith in Bohili's or Mouioaliib'ji doo* 
tonng. 

Our road noiv was tln^ woU-known oiic to Simtu, 
hut 1 hod nover before H«oa tliia side of the Simb 
Iiilk. It was tho best time to see miy country, ttnd 
we had it nl] to norseh'ea stiJL J ahould like to have 
spent a few' days at K6te. Tbo bangaJow had a 
pretty bit ci lawn in fronts ond the deodar forest all 
round was mugnijinent. 

The walk up through tho forest to Xorkanda was 
perfect. Autumn hod pauibKl the fatackou brown 
and gold, and the wild peark vivid sooxlet touched 
up gloomy trees. But, indeed, there was little gloom 
anywhere, E'^erything sparkkvl and shone with 
oolonr for and near. 

The bolt at Narkonda bad a aepamte and special 
emotion for me, as I kuew iny parenfo had stayed 
tliere many yeors ago, when my father had lield a 
staff appointment at Simla. I knew well his skatobes 
painted from this very veranda, and in the ohl days, 
os I used to pour over his book of Indjoii palntiugH, 
i little kuew how I elmukl apeJid most of my life out 
hone, 8Tid see for myself the beauties of this wondorful 
country. There was one picture 1 always loved. It 
gave so truly the blue atmosphere through the Co]>.‘i 
of the forests. 

The tnardi from Nurkarula wjis rather dull, but 
tkerc was a fine panorama spread out ainug the 
horiaon, of vrbieh wv got a spleiulkl view at Pbagu. 
Some of our old Kulu frieruts stood out, afid there 
was a new range ut whicli w'e looked longingly. 
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Wfl were tirotigtii dniwn witL a rash to cmlisAtioii 
<it Mils liAngslow Iw Rodieg s telephone hfid besu 
instAllod m the veranilA oomer. My himbftitd ini- 
mediately made use of it. to send a message into Simla 
watiog if a riekshair could bo sent out Iialfway to 
TJioet me. IIg Juid his own pony, and my faithful 
Wa(sf*n ’ was nbte and willing; hut I could hardly 
nde tiitotigh the Simla Mall in camp gEnoeute, and 
wisJied to anive spick and apart, even if I was aim- 
hnrnt, 

Before ittaving Phagu we found we were cliaTgjed 
double rate fof the use of the telephone. Aa we 
denuiired at paying don hie, the man in charge n}tiAt‘ 
anfTwer that certainly w'o had only aent one nieasage, 

^ hut, Saliib, there are two of you,’ and nothing would 
induce hitn to ace reason. 

Finding oursel vea once more in the viemity of shops, 
wo naturally found we were in want of all manner of 
things; but, still better, we ahw found some old 
friends, and had a delightful t hree days' visit to Lady 
Du Buulay at her house on a hill from which we oouhl 
wave a fond farewell to our late sceue of travel. 
How well we seemed to know those beautifal peaks, 
aj)d how mtimately we remembered the vaBeys, now 
hidden from 8%ht. aud that far-ofi Lahoul, with its 
mor** stately grandeur, and the little cottage so higit 
«p. and the quaint folk now so befmaded by the 
quiet, dc^'otecl missionaries J Wljnt an immense new 
oollectiou of pictures our minds and memories now 
possessed I 

After dining out one overling, we enjoyed a long, 
swift run home by rtckaliaw. It was a perfect moon¬ 
light night, oiiii our Speedy mode of tinvo] contrasted 
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vividly witij uli the plodding of the lest few jnoittiui, 
and yet I think that greater enjoyment results from 
working hard, althougfa I will not go so far as to say 
that the weary climbcia of Soft Stone Camp woulil 
not have preferred spring beds to their Jacob's 
couches. So ended one of the moat happy and,, 
taking it all round, one of the most iucceasful of our 
Hinmlayan wanderings, and 1 feel inclined to recom¬ 
mend those who are able, and wouli! like to see a new 
part of the great forest oouutiy of Tiitlia, to go and 
do likewise. Although one of a serious dinibii^ 
party (serious only from one point of view, bs it 
understood^ 1 did notbuig which any Lealtliy woman 
could not do, and 1 bad very Utt<te time alone, con¬ 
sidering the heights they accomplished. There cer¬ 
tainly could he no pleasanter travcHing of the Idndt 
and no more beautiful itinerary than that which 1 
wufi privileged to enjoy. 
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